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AUTHOR’S INTRODUCTION 


More than six years ago I conceived the idea of writing a book 
about Bernard Shaw. The magnitude of the undertaking and 
the elusiveness of the subject, had I realized them then in their 
full significance, might well have made me pause. My earliest 
interest in his work, aroused by his thoughtful laughter and 
piqued by his elfish impudence, convinced me that this re¬ 
markable talent was like no other I had known. 

In characteristic style, Mr. Shaw once gave the following 
fantastic account of the evolution of the present work. A young 
American professor, Shaw explained, wished to write a book 
about him. Originally, he thought of beginning his task by 
writing an article for a daily newspaper. But so rapidly did the 
material grow that he soon saw the necessity of expanding the 
newspaper article into a long essay for a monthly review. When 
the essay was completed, in view of the mass of material in his 
hands, it appeared totally inadequate to express what he really 
wished to say about Bernard Shaw. It then occurred to him to 
write a short book entitled “ G. B. S.” Alas! This plan had 
also to be relinquished, for it was now manifest that in no such 
small compass was it possible to do justice to his subject. At 
last he hit upon the brilliant scheme of his final adoption: he 
would write a history of modern thought in twenty volumes. 
After considering the forerunners of his hero in the first nine¬ 
teen volumes, he would devote the twentieth solely to the 
treatment of George Bernard Shaw. 

Such is the history of the genesis of this book—as narrated 
by Shaw in the well-known Milesian manner. His whimsicalities 
find gay expression in the invention of such fantastic stories, 
which delight his auditors and exasperate only the persons 
concerning whom the invention is concocted. For example, Mr. 
Shaw once laughingly declared that “ Henderson began by hail¬ 
ing me as an infant prodigy, and ended by pronouncing me a 
genius.” And he delights in retailing the story of my chiv- 
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alrously coming' to liis iTst-iu* tiudfr tho Im})rt‘.s.sion that ho wan 
an unknown and struggling drnmatKt whtj Mcjrtdj uiH-thui, uiut 
greatly deserved, enthusiustic rhiun|)ituij.hi|K 

The real liistory of this hiogrnphy, if not so interfsting or 
amusing, at least possesses the m«*rit tjf greater ueruraey. I 
was first drawn to Shaw, m>t heratisr he was a Soeinlist, a puh- 
licist, an ucononiiKt, 1 was t’orteenied with neither Ids fmue mn- 
his obscurity. 1 had smi his prtnlueeti in Aua-rien, had 

followed the ups and /lowiw of his career as a drarualint, and 
was marking the rise of tm star sureeMHively in Austria nn<l 
Germany. The Shaw who caught and held my interest wns tht* 
dramatist of a new type. I ptaiuteil writing a brief study «)f 
Bernard Shaw and hin plays less etiinpreheimive in »eope even 
than the subsequent atudieii of Holbrook Jacknon, Gilhert (lieH- 
terton and Julius Bid). Mr. Bh«w furninhial me with a brief 
outline of his career and I act to work. After atydying his works 
for some months, I sent a «erk»i of queries to Mr. Sliaw. Fear 
fell upon me when, aome time later, I received from him a card 
saying that he had only come to the forty first page of his 
reply; and he assured me that if this hiwincw wiw to come off, 
it might as well he done thoroughly. Fear wm turneii to con¬ 
sternation when the big huriget fhudly arrived. ** I knew that 
you thought you were dealing simply with a new tlramatiat,’** 
wrote Mr. Shaw, “ whereas* to iiiy«df, all the fui« about Faii- 
dida was tnily a remote ripple frt»m the »pltishe» f iimilc in the 
days of my warfare long ago. I ilo not think wliat you pri»p«sie 
is important as mj/ biography, but it thorough biography of 
any man wlio is up to the chin In the life of hi» time aa I have 
been is worth writing a» a historical tlocummfc i amt, Ihrrrfore, 
if you still care to face it, I «ii willing to give you wlwt help 
I can. Indeed, you can for« my ham! to «)me rstcnl, for 
any story that you start will puraw me to all eternity; and if 
there u to be a biography. It w worth iny while to make it mm 
accurate as possibleJ^ 

In this way my original plan wm devtlopwl and tiparided. 
Mr. Shaw’s abundant sympathy and ffneouragtmenl; the ov«r- 
flowing measure of material a^ordbtl wt; tlw insight into m lif« 
and a period of tremfndoui sigiiiica»« and vitality; aE Uhete 
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AUTHOR’S INTRODUCTION 

combined to offer an opportunity not to be neglected. My 
interest in the subject deepened with my knowledge. It became 
my aim to write—^not a Rougon-Macquart history of modem 
thought in twenty volumes—^but an account of the movements 
of a most interesting period, the last quarter of the nineteenth 
and the opening decade of the twentieth centuries, a propos of 
Bernard Shaw. As the work progressed, Shaw warned me— 
and the reporters—^that in attempting his biography I had un¬ 
dertaken a “ terrific task,” an opinion endorsed by others. I 
remember one day being introduced to Mr. Bram Stoker as 
Bernard Shaw’s biographer; whereupon he remarked with 
genuine feeling in his tone: “ I can only say that you have my 
profoundest sympathy!” Soon after I had fairly embarked 
upon the undertaking, in fact, Shaw pointed out to me its 
magnitude. “ I want you to do something that will be useful 
to yourself and to the world,” he wrote in February, 1905; “ and 
that is, to make me a mere peg on which to hang a study of the 
last quarter of the nineteenth century, especially as to the col¬ 
lectivist movement in politics, ethics and sociology; the Ibsen- 
Nietzschean movement in morals; the reaction against the ma¬ 
terialism of Marx and Darwin; the Wagnerian movement in 
music; and the anti-romantic movement (including what people 
call realism, materialism and impressionism) in literature and 

jQuring the progress of the work I beheld Shaw conquer Amer¬ 
ica, then Germany, then England, and, lastly, the Scandinavian 
countries and Continental Europe. I realized that my subject, 
beginning as a somewhat obscure Irish author, had thrown off 
the garb of submerged renown, taken the public by storm, and 
become the most universally popular living dramatist, and the 
most frequently paragraphed man in the world. No British 
dramatist—not even Shakespeare!—had conquered the world 
during his lifetime; yet Shaw, just past fifty, had succeeded in 
turning this cosmic trick. Clippings, pictures, journals and 
books poured in upon me from every quarter of the globe. I 
discovered that Shaw was a man with a past as well as a genius 
with a future, and I realized the truth of his cryptic boast that 



iM’KnHft’rioN 

Now and Hiinu f«> \ U* burtl* tj uf mv thnughtH, I woultj 

wrifc an c-ssny for (JrriKiUu l‘‘rrju'h, t»r AnuTiottu rfview. 

But I only nlot will! inK^dduiti- from Hn* subjort uf t!u‘ 
essay “Your iirfirlfH Imvo f»f‘ta h }no*.t frurfiil rum* ttj mod’ 
Mr. ShaM' wrolo uu* tm oiu* otvad.nt, nfU r tiu* ii|j|H*nrnnro of mi 
artiolo in which 1 hml n-ft-rna io hin mmhtrtinvr phihytthropy. 
“For instancHs the tlav la-furo \ .«irrtfrty I « typirnl letter. 
The veriter Inus nine cluhirrni ha-* h«t hin wife HiultU-nly, nnd \vn^4 
on tlic point of shootinK hiuorlf in ih-tprrntioj} for want of 
fifteen poiiiuls to gel him (Hit of hi^ ilitHrultii-*., wtien tm hnp 
pencil to coinc on a copy of your artirlr. He m>«tHutiy felt that 
here was tlie nnui to give him tio- pmtiub ami save hi.H 

life He is only one out of «* *!<»/« o wlu> imve had tlie snine 
idea. I shall refer them all to ymt with rntytranrew that you 
have read your own clmraeter into mine* and are a man with 
a feeling heart, a full pocket, ami a rmtly hand to give to Iht* 
afflicted.” 

When the book wan well under way, I rame to Kngand, at 
Mr. Shaw’s invitation, to “ s^tmly lov ndijert.” ,\Jy vieww of 
his work and geiiiuH reiimine«l fondaioi ulally the same, though 
the jawsonal eontaei «dh oiir of tin- moat vivid and reiiiarkaldo 
personalities of our tiiin-, tpole ?sa!orally hrought ahout «rifne 
marked inodiflcations of my morr mn»»to ttuprr»»i«n«» atul eor 
rected some of the minor mound* ratamtuigia wfiirfi are itirvilalde 
in the absence of a personal netjuainlann*. Ildaiiy pa^aage-s in 
his works, many plmmeN of hi* |**'rM»tialily, hitla-rtit «h«rure »»r 
incomprehensilde, hecanie clear t** m**. I fnirtinl the mctining 
of his plays, the purport of hi* phdoMipliy, and lh» ohjeetj* of 
his life not from my vu-w|Hdnl «|orir, httl from lii» own. In 
the quiet of Ayot, we read and di^ruwrtl logrtiirr llw portion of 
tire biography then written. Wilti fft*«pir*it rritiri«tt ami eow- 
ment Mr, Shaw heljied me to a nrw anii larger rtiittpridirnsion 
of his life and work. 

On my return to Americn I onrr ifion* apprtwrheii tiiy ' 
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tally with my own. The biography was now written finally, from 
the first chapter to the last. 

One who has pursued the errant course of a Will-o’-the-wisp 
may understand somewhat of my effort to follow the devious 
3 *oute of G. B. S. With interest, though I confess at times 
with dwindling patience, I have followed the lure of that occa¬ 
sionally somewhat impishly un-kindly light, “ o’er moor and fen, 
o’er crag and torrent,” till after the fashion of his kind, he 
abandoned me, wayfaring, on the brink of the abyss to save 
rny neck as best I might. Which things are a parable. 

Characteristically, and, it must be admitted, in a sense justly, 
be remarks that a biography of a living rrian cannot be finished 
till he is dead, or words to that effect. But the chances there 
are against the Biographer as well as the Biographed; and I 
have no fancy, I confess, that’the book should be, as he once 
maliciously prophesied, “ a posthumous work for both of us,” 
nor that he should be justified in his presentiment that we 
should “ both die the moment we finished it.” 

While nothing but death can fitly end a man’s life, being no 
"Boswell, and having my own life to attend to as well as his, I 
have brought these “ twenty volumes ” to a close. A man who 
has already, by his own account, “ lived three centuries,” is as 
likely to live three more; but it is less probable that I shall see 
•the end of them. So I take Time by the forelock and write 
^nis to a contribution which can only hope to cover the first 
three centuries. 

‘‘ Who is to tackle Mr. Bernard Shaw,” Mr. Augustine Birrell 
once asked, “ and assign to him his proper place in the provi¬ 
dential order of the world ? ” This work is in no sense an 
effort to assign to Bernard Shaw his “ proper place in the provi¬ 
dential order of the world.” Such a task it is impossible to 
accomplish so long as Shaw lives to belie it. No more is it 
possible to say the final word about any genius in mid-career 
with limitless possibilities before him. Shaw’s masterpiece— 
even a series of masterpieces!—perhaps remains to be written. 
His career may have only just begun. 

This book is designed to give an authoritative account, bio¬ 
graphical and critical, of Bernard Shaw’s work, art, philosophy 
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anti life up to Hi*' piVM'iit !’• rItwpR its a|i|»riimnn‘ m not 

prenmtuiT. Simw has Ui«-Slinvian%. Hr 

has served more than oner as an fur prupa^nutlft nufl 

coiintcr-projmgandn. But snvr fur mw m twt> glarifig r\r»-|t 
tions, the fatuities tT the eult, aiul Usr iiitis||«‘ t»f thr ^hrim* nun! 
burnini:? cnntlle.s have in large iwaaitn* viini%ti«l it 1% ho|»HR t<» 
return no more. I'he time wniis ripr fur euRseirntitnts mu! 
thoughtful considerathm of thr man anti l«» wurk, in relatitui 
to the thought nujveiuent of our irrrspretin* of imlitjrnl 

bias and personal prejudier, |VrltH|i» Ihr portrait, thtnigli 
neither “ disparaging ” nor ’* sinflulleriiig,*’ nrr^nit th»' 

“real Sliaw,” if nufre ** unr\|HTlrillv,’’* ju-rhaps no |p»!i trulv, 
in that I am ‘‘a straitger t« the IrialuIiriTwIi rttvironinrot,’* 

If I have Hueceeded iii rrim»vti»g » |pgt»r«i«rjr figtirr froni the 
atmosphere of contemporary mytlioiogj, «««! in lairfemyirig: tlir 
real man in the light of romimw tiny, tlirit «« rarnwt srarrli for 
the aurm media of trtie rritiri*tii »ill not tiavr prrivril wlotlly 
fruitless. I hope I may have «$rrrf4rck ift w*i«r »t!«|iiiilo de¬ 
gree, in exhibiting, in their true roloiirt, »liat Mr. (tilla-rt rlsr%- 
terton once justly descrilM-d to iiir in m Iftler ns ** that Itiwiotir 
and that courage which have eii»i»«i «i much of the int«-ikrt 
of to-day.” 



PItKFACE 


1 tt4vt, fipithrf »|mrc mir witrib t» rifirr**, in full itirikBiift, 
my nrntitiitlr «fi«l iriilrlitniMrs* ti» tlir stwitj' frinisls, rrilk’**i 
ftrlmlar* mttl i«t’« i»f Irtirr* wl«t linvr aiiirtl i»r tlir |*rr|wralit»ii 
itf tliw »iirk. Fsr«t <»f nil I wi4i to llinsik Mr. Hls4i» f«r 

}«« I'lir r«trr«'«|K*iMlrtirr flllnl »sl|i rnti- 

ritiii, rint«it»i»n nft«! rriti«H«r*‘Jtr*'; tlir ««stsrn*r tri»iitilr luktit 
ill |j|arifj^ iimlrrsati at my , tlir |-iirr*«mii| = 

mtUT ill tirtailril »f ||»p *tirl -»ili iiwtir till* 

w«rk |*f«»ibir. Fiif llw tir*# in t|ii» t#ici^r«|iii| Mr. 

Hti«* i» 111 tiM Ilii iiwiit wet iii 

«li*9grrr«irttt. At tin* filurr, I tiikr |ilu«i*Mfr in 
iiif iiitlrl#l«lnF*# to Mr*. HItaw, for |snil aiiiI 

V«lii*lil# ill ri»i«iw*lk*w with tlw wrlbr 

r«rrf*f m» n »«.« ilrrit#**! tmm Mf. 

Wiili«tw Arrfirr** r«ilrrtifif» nf wliirli !tr frm4y •lnl 

urtirniitsl^f |ikrr4 »l Itiy Itwp rlwfilrr «»ti 

m» m rfilir iif mtt%ir I rtittl*! ««it ti«t® •rillt€»iil tlw «,rtsrir« 

Will III# liy Mr. Arrl^f. I mt* tilrwi*© gfpmtiy Ip 

Mr. II«llir*#«k »li« ^at» iiup fpe# *«'»* to ti» 

tif |4li€tkii,«» *inl ital tm r#i«l#rkl In 

iiw, tir iii«rr»*iliir, Iliirifi® lit# mlifw wf tl» p»|»r»t»iin 

ttf tli» nrrwiit •‘ttfl, I tiw rpiiii*#! *fiil miti «f tl«#t 

•rinibfly •liitlrpt Iff III# Mr. Wliil®, **f 

N^w Y«rl* »!»* fwljr llw mf 

*fiii liii ill® lilirary wf clraittatir lltrmliift my 

T« mrimim •Wf »tw4k«t* mt wpfY, mmm mf them iiwl 

to tm iwrwtwilf, ami «k« t« m f#» friffiiik, I 

•« ra|«*ri#li| To Mr- Jtili* l*niffi*sir 

»fttl W*> E-. Il^lr, Jr., Im 

w^mvUmu witli lt» rli«pl«rt iif llw plajt 1 1«» Mr, J»iw# 

Hti^Atr# l« •♦III ll» t.r«tia^ tif Mmm »§ # 
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critic of music; to tin* Inti- .Mr, I,, rlniirtw wui ta |)r. 

C. Alplionso Bniith in t-niiinrtitm witfi otiirr rritiml arni biti- 
graphical chapters- f«r rmtliiiK th*-r purtums t»f the w»rk» ftor 
helpful criticism in some hinfaiurn ft‘r tiir lunn uf matfrial iy 
others, to all mj tluuiks aiv gnilrfullv nrrtinlrtl. NritilrsH to 
say, they arc in no vrlsc rfHinnotihlr fur asty fault* ur tTrt»rH af 
mine. Ill various ways^ in tlrj'ri-i-* I «m{ ii«Witri{ to 
Sully Fairchild, Mr. Henry <»cijrgr, dr.* Air. J. <*rriri aiuj 
Mr. Austin Lewis. 

Of foreign critics* I wisli Hi Itisnk M, Aiip'tmtiit 

Hamon, the French tranitlator of work*, for hit iuttn-- 

csting suggesliorw, his ijuim’rmii nrla of kiiMtnr**, nntl fur tho 
rich mass of documents fml«KlyjM|| tlw roiilit»rril#i| rritirifuti of 
Shaw with which he lm» kept mr . unit llt-rr Sirnfrtnl 

Trebltsch, of Vienna, the (#erim«« ir«n*kt«r uf wurkM* 

for detailed information in regard lf» |«i»ilinr} anti m*«^- 

nition in German Kur{>|v. I rsimol |W'r«!il itty»rif to wriiit frtiin 
the list of those to whom I am r^firrMlIy iwlrliirfl tin* 
of M. Jean Blum, formerly IVofr«t»r Ihr i.ynV, tlrttii. #\| ■ 

geria; Herr Heinrich Htiimckr, of tiMkm mmtl HVII; |*ru • 

fessor Paul Haensel, of the r»iivrf#ily of ; Hr. JMlhii* 

Broutd, of Madrid, the tmmktwr uf Hhitw*a w«rk^ i 

Herr Hugo Valient in, the Hweili#h <«f Hlww*« «r«rkm ; 

Mr. J. M. Bornp, the HnnLh trsipl^lwr «f Jllwwk -wnrk*; llwrtin 
Heinhold von Willchraml, etlitf»r «f thr 

fors, Finland; M. Auguste Fil«»n, now fc*islr«l in Englaini, I 
believe; and Dr. fteorg Brarnlrs* «f fui^'tilwgrn. In iln? text, 
of the present work, or m f»«ilnwfr», | trust I Iwve iitil fnilrtt 
to express my indehtetinrs* li» rin-rfoitr, mtl lirrrtoforr tur«- 
tioned, who, in one way or anoihrr, h«.* «te tii l|»r premritt 

work, I siiould, however, like t« f^rr my 

ness to the ofllciab of thr Ld,r«fy of Dtmgfw*, 

D. C., of the British and ttf ilir tkoiitriil^ IJfiivrfuity 

Idbrary, for their unfailing rotirlr-st nsjitl l^i|ifiiiii».8. 

I have taken the ntnio»t iwitts i« »#ir|iicir *fii«:wi^ tlw illitotriw.** 
tions the moit notahk* ffprt'^-rfilstwiti* firrf ttiAfkr eif ■Hlww--' 
sculpture, portrait, pliotogr«|*h aiwl tlit* 

thought of prettniing Siww t» tlir spy* in wnmI 
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istic and representative way, as he appeared at various stages 
in his .career, has been constantly borne in mind. My thanks 
are now expressed to M. Auguste Rodin for permission to repro¬ 
duce a photograph of his bronze bust of Shaw, the marble 
replica of which, presented by Mr, Shaw, now stands in the 
Municipal Gallery of Modern Art, Dublin; to Prince Paul 
Troubetzkoy, Paris, for a photograph of his remarkable plaster 
bust of Shaw, said to have been made in forty minutes; to the 
Hon. Neville S. Lytton, for permission to reproduce his unique 
portrait of Mr. Shaw, after the Innocent X. of Velasquez; to 
Mr. Bernard Partridge for the loan of his admirable water¬ 
colour of Shaw; to Miss Jessie Holliday for the loan of her 
striking water-colour of Shaw, her photo-drawing of Mr. Webb, 
and her sketch of Mr. Archer; to Mr. Max Beerbohm and Mr. 
E. T. Reed for permission to reproduce cartoons of Shaw; to 
Mr. H. G. Wells for permission to reproduce his drawing of 
six Socialists; to Mr. Joseph Simpson, the artist, and Mr. J. 
Murray Allison, the owner, for the loan of a black-and-white 
wash drawing—all the best of their kind. I was so fortunate 
as to enlist the interest and co-operation of those two great 
American artist-photographers, Alvin Langdon Cobum (Lon¬ 
don) and Eduard J. Steichen (Paris). Notable portraits and 
pictures were taken by them especially for this work—one 
Lumiere autochrome and four monochromes by Mr. Coburn, and 
two monochromes by Mr. Steichen. For permission to photo¬ 
graph the first and last pages of the original manuscript of 
Love Among the Artists —and also for supplying me with 
much other valuable material—am indebted to Mr. D. J. Rider. 
I wish to express my thanks to Dr. M. L. Ettinghausen, of 
Munich, who secured for me many playbills of the productions 
of Shaw’s plays in German Europe. I wish to express my 
thanks also to Mr. Roger Ingpen, for his assistance in the 
matter of illustrations. My thanks are likewise extended to 
the proprietors of Punch and Vanity Fair for permission to 
reproduce certain cartoons which originally appeared in those 
publications. In especial, I wish to thank Mrs. Shaw for her 
intelligent aid in the selection of likenesses of Mr. Shaw from 
his own large collection. 
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In accordance with the original plan for the biography of 
Mr. Shaw, the present volume was to contain an appendix* 
treating chronologically and critically of the production of 
Shaw’s plays throughout the world, from the inception of his 
career as a dramatist. It has proved advisable to publish this 
appendix later in a separate, souvenir volume, embodying the 
history of the dramatic movement inaugurated by Bernard 
Shaw. Consequently, the chapters in the present volume deal¬ 
ing with Shaw’s plays are concerned primarily with critical 
discussion of the genesis and art of the plays, touching upon 
their production only in the most casual and adventitious way. 

Mr. Shaw is fond of saying: I am a typical Irishman; my 
family came from Hampshire.” His lineal ancestor. Captain 
William Shaw, was of Scotch descent; lived in Hampshire, 
England; and in 1689 went to Ireland, where the family has 
since lived. The strains in Mr. Shaw’s ancestry are so compli¬ 
cated and interwoven, that it has seemed important to publish 
a genealogical chart of the Shaw family. The researches were 
conducted by the expert genealogist, Rev. W. Ball Wright, 
M.A., Osbaldwiclc Vicarage, York, at the instance and under the 
direction of Mr. Shaw himself. The chart, compiled from the 
data of Mr. Wright, was prepared by the experts of the 
Grafton Genealogical Press, New York. 


To my wife, for her untiring assistance and inestimably 
valuable criticism, I cannot cancel my debt of gratitude by 
any expressions, however eloquent. I could not have written 
this book without her aid. It is to her intellectual directness 
and to her genius for suggestive criticism, that the present 
volume owes very much of whatever merit it may possess. 

AacHtBALD HE^rnaESOK. 

CAMBBinGB, England. 

November 30th, 1910. 
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'rtir. ttsa«n‘t«bt»« t»f Allirrsr» »l«t Hrriwnl Slitiw «t 

llir first nlillHT, Hir«u||rtuiv $f li*ii *riirfi» 
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art, literature, science, religion, and government—in a word, 
in civilization. 

This lurid chromo, painted in crude and primary colors, is 
clearly the Shavian reflection of English press-opinion of Amer¬ 
ica and the Americans—if it is not one of Mr. Shaw’s mosi 
successful comic fictions. In whatever proportion jest anc 
earnest may be commingled in such a comic fiction, certainly i1 
is disappointing to find a man who has often proven himselJ 
an exceedingly clear-sighted observer and astute thinker wit} 
respect to subjects upon which he is fully informed, betray s( 
pathetic an ignorance of the realities of American life. Mr 
Shaw has been content to acquire his notions concerning Americj 
at second hand, and often at third and fourth—a method o; 
acquiring information which is to be recommended for eas 
rather than for accuracy. 

The English newspaper is, actually, a standing menace to per 
fectly equable relations between England and America. Ther 
is a yellowness of sensationalism, and there is a yellowness o 
deliberate misrepresentation. There is a deeper, more subt] 
inaccuracy than that which inheres in the distortion of facts 
it is the inaccuracy which inheres in the suppression of facts 
The picture of America daily presented to English eyes throng 
the medium of the English press is a caricature—a broad, crud 
caricature. It is so flagrant as to lead to the lurid chromo o 
America achieved by Mr. Shaw. The English visitor to tl: 
United States, who gets no further than the hotels of the greg 
cities gmd the rear platform of an observation car, catches on! 
the most superficial of impressions—chiefly of the hurrie 
metropolitan search for wealth and of the natural, still almoi 
primitive, wildness of the landscape. England means censoriou 
ness; and English curiosity and inquisitiveness are more the 
often misguided—searching into and accentuating those phas 
of American life and character which are most open to adver 
criticism, and overlooking or ignoring those indicative featur 
and attributes which are most suggestive in their utility at 
value. 

In reality, England and America have much to learn fro 
each other that will be mutually helpful and beneficial. Th: 
spirit of generosity which characterizes America in her relatio; 
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to all the world is the significant deficiency in the English 
national character. America is the supreme exemplar of inter¬ 
nationalism. America is open-mindedness, enterprise, acquisi¬ 
tiveness. England, as instanced most signally in her splendid 
public institutions, is unsparingly generous—^liberally sharing 
her treasures with all the rest of the world. But she is deplora¬ 
bly retrograde, as a nation, through declining to utilize the best 
that is to be found in other nationalities and other civilizations. 
It is, perhaps, sometimes more generous to receive than to give. 
England austerely plays the role of model to other nations; 
but she cannot abide to “ sit at the feet of wisdom,” to appro¬ 
priate for her own advancement the good and the useful in 
others, whosoever those others may be. England’s besetting sin 
of national vanity is the canker in the flower of her civilization, 
the ominous source of her progressive relinquishment of interna¬ 
tional supremacy. 

On the other hand, America has much to learn from England, 
and from that phase of English spirit signally exemplified in 
the person of Bernard Shaw. For if he is anything, Shaw is 
a free thinker—in the original and entirely uncorrupted mean¬ 
ing of that term. His is that boundless naivete so fertile for 
truth’s own discovery. Not only is he free thinker: he is equally 
free writer and free speaker. He says exactly what he thinks— 
and a good deal more. He coats the pill of the satirist with 
the sugar of the artist; his wit stands sponsor for his irreve¬ 
rence. In Nietzschean phrase, Shaw is a “ good European.” He 
is fully abreast of the most advanced thought of Europe, and 
consistently maintains relations with the latest developments in 
the fine arts, philosophy, and sociology. For many years, he has 
served as a channel for the influx into English-speaking coun¬ 
tries of the streams of European consciousness. As an original 
thinker, Shaw has independently arrived at many conclusions 
which have been more rigorously elaborated by numerous modem 
thinkers, from Stirner, Nietzsche and Ibsen to Maeterlinck, 
Bergson and James. As the literary popularizer of contem¬ 
porary philosophic ideas, Bernard Shaw is one of the heralds of 
that steadily evolving spirit of cosmopolitan culture which bids 
fair to give the intellectual note of the twentieth century. 

In this hour of America’s great national resurgence in the 
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effort to purge the body politic of glaring social evils, it is 
helpful to study Bernard Shaw and to discover that his most 
distinctive and noteworthy service as a public character has been 
his splendid struggle for the inculcation of the highest ideals 
of unselfish public service. England far surpasses America in 
the relative amount of public service rendered by individuals 
and public organizations in behalf of the general welfare, with¬ 
out remuneration or the hope of remuneration- I am of the 
opinion that my life belongs to the whole community,” Bernard 
Shaw has finely declared, “ and as long as I live it is my privi¬ 
lege to do for it whatsoever I can.” Only when individual 
leaders of opinion in America, of which there is now no dearth, 
are supported everywhere by an awakened public conscience and. 
a universally functioning spirit of individual responsibility, shall 
we secure throughout our country, from hamlet to metropolis, 
the much desiderated remedy for social abuse and the progressive 
perfecting of popular government. 

AeCHIBAM) HENUBESOlSr, 

Salisbury, N. C., September 4, 1911. 
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GEOHOE BEHNAHD SHAW: 

HIH LIFE AND WDEKS 


t1IAt*TKE I 

I T i* « riftniftistanrr nf sm HtUr «s||fiif|r«fcfirr lhat Erruartl Hliaw 
«ftti tkrar Wililr, t»« «hi*«r Iwvr «rliir¥w! 

•II liotalifr a siirrrsa tifi ihr |*Uijr«*|»rfiifi iMitli fiftifc 

lirrn twrii in Ilyfiliii witlijn lwt» yvfkr* t»f nm «ii»ther. It Iwa 
t«ft till’ ifwHl f*»rtuiir ii( tun iillirr lining British nr lri*h 
tlrAtiwIisI i»f tmr dny t«.» ri's'rivr tin- arrlaitit nf Bir 

riiiltiml |Htl4ir »*f milljfirijl#! Wltut flttiriif 

mill than tin# tiir I hr r<mnlr¥“»firri nt Hwift 

atnl i»f llir CVlitr rr|»MliiliMt» fm lirsllianry', rferrr- 

nr** af»*i wit f 

tmirifr llrfiwn! Hhaw wan Imrn rwi ♦In!)*' wril 

« rrtiftirt latrr itmn hi» ri»niilry«»«n *it«i frilnw-tnwfisttiaiu 
llnn^lry Hiirr»4«n. CJtity ***»r irrar Iwfnrr, in IHAS, 
mm Hliww*# M*ir ritai In tlw* filarr tif tl»r living 

uf tiw Tfiitril Arthur Winn t*inrri». It 

If »ti rtiiiiritlriiif llwl tfir ymr whirh *«w ibr 4riin®r 

tif tli«t ** fifst man «f In® rrfiltsry/* Itrwnrli Ifriiir, (»Im» wst 
ltr^«| ttir liifth nf titr brillnitit aftfl nrij^mal •fnrit «l«» i», «» 
itmir lirfitr, lii» natural ««mI In^iral »nrrr»fti»r ; Ik-fnar*! Hliaw. 

i« %tit|W «M|^|»'r»lws|l nf ll» nf that wreiiilrfful l#W 

of tmmp^nmtmUt wlnrti KoirfMin |»rr*rlKril wills *Mrli Innii «crt* 
oiWil**** i» tin* rrUtiim t»f Inrtli «ti*| tlralhs rnii’ 

Bifiiltg liritir «fiii Hli«w. Tl»r rifrnonslwiirr Wnglil Iw? Mii»l to 
llir Miitir»»l.rn rMiitniiiiljr of llw rwitiir 

|»ir»**r*»r« flic f uf 

brmiii* «#f iiwrr »*iir writer# il»«o nlbrr iitiiin #»«, 
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critic of conventional view-point is dismayed by the Hi 
that Shaw is bound by no conventions whatever, 
possible exception of the mechanical conventions of th< 
Shaw is essentially an intellectual, not an emotional, 
the critic of large imaginative sympathy discovers in i 
who on occasion disclaims the possession of imagination, 
the idealist critic, Shaw is never a hero-worshipper : he 
heroism and makes game of humanity. To the analyti 
with his schools, his classifications, his labellings, Shai 
elusive and unanalyzable quantity—a fantastic original, 
wholly sm generis. With all his realism, he cannot be ci 
exponent of a school. It would be nearer the truth to 
he is himself a school. 

It is futile to attempt to measure Shaw with the foo; 
prejudice or convention. Only by placing oneself ex 
Ws peculiar point of view and recording the impressions 
without prejudice, preference or caricature, can one e* 
to fathom the mystery of this disquieting intellig^encc 
mocking when most serious, most fantastic when most’ 
his every word belies his intent. The antipode to the f o 
of pompous dulness, his gravity is that of the masque 
motley, the mordant humour of the licensed fool. Cont 
between manner and meaning, between method and esse 
stitutes the real secret of his career. The truly nd 
consideration is not that Shaw is incorrigibly fant< 
frivolous; the alarming fact is that he is remarkably <! 
and profoundly in earnest. The willingness of the | 
aocept the artist at his face value blinds its eyes to the ;]j 
almost grim, seriousness of the man. The great i 
central fact of his life is that he has used the artistic 
humour to conceal the unswerving purpose of the hud 
andsodal reformer. The story of the career of Geoargl 
Shaw, in whom is found the almost unprecedented cd 
of the most tnrilUfinMy humour with the md 

and vital purpose, hat already, even in our time, 1 
somewhat of the’dharaoter of a legend. It might becoi 
storyf ui if #e #d not finally determine td 

to associate form with the life of our tind 




How l« writr till' «»f uu rufnplui a, ijuturc? 

Hfiiilish ilrujiiittir rritir «iirr that 

nr%'rr ft|»|*rwtrfiril « itiorr slitiinilt l»*k than that, of intt^rpri’laliim 
«f |ilnys. (hn* «f uu»t iutimalr frii'Hii* onrtf 

ri} ttwt thr titir" «»f hi» rnj»}ij wtnihl |irwb»t»ly 
**'^rilr C'liurt Jratrf wl»i« Waa 

A frw vrar* aix*** m «h»tnisstis^ with %m thr plan of hii 
btiigrapliy, ?4h«» for it thr rtiphonitni* if jinir* 

it«li»tir tstk-- -l». a. »V. uml Auitfltktgruphg. Hwugh 

l|j«» lawik a* tt wholr »» nut «lr^rltsi|«-fi mIuuh' thr hitr* origsnallj 
«titfirirtilly li» rrititrr that tiUr truly appliratile* for 
ltii» firit rhaptrr »urr|f «»»m- rinihl Ik- itiorr *uit«hlr. Tl»»« 

lliilihii Hay« h.a'kr lwr« rrpr«Hlitrn| by Bhaw with iiiurh 
,«fii|ihttulr, aritl tiiofr »r |r»B prrrision; »ti that, ttrrr|ttin^ 
ilfHiiititui of Atili»i««grii|»liy ami ttiiiir tif lli«^r«|ihy, llir rr*yilt 
will iir a fiarratifr «f ititirli falsrliiaal and |a*rh«}»* « litifc Irtilh. 

** All aiilobii»||r«phsr« *rr iir.*,*' i» Btww*» furulaiiieutal tlw*]#. 
** I lit! ticil iiiwii tiiiintrutiowal hr*: I tiiran 

rralr fir*. Iit» ttiaw is Iwl rwoti^ii tu Irll tlir trtilli about liiiiwtlf 
fliirifig hi* iifrtiiiir, mralrmn, a* it thr truth alMUit iiw 

fawtlf «k«il ffirfiib ««ti rtillragurst. Aiwl ri« »w«fi i« go«i rtiowgli 
la tril Ilir trtifii m * i|«r«iiirttt whirh hr sMp|irr*e» tmlil tlvf» 
i:» tiidwlj Irft to rwiilriulirt him/' Tlw tftu?» ll» 
litogra|ilif will firrrf br wnttm, i«« ii« woiiiaii ■ li«tit»ray» 

M«fir ll«Akirt*r#’^ -mer «l*rr«l t» writi? it, Wrr# oiir to 
attrifipt. til wri!« tip** liiwk (Ptilith’ii, Mp llritrf itnU «* 

t*t« »»t» »f*#i»rwl#rr«f ill hi# ** tlir |i»|M?r wtiiiW •hrivrl 

mml bkir «t rfpry twurli «f liw firry Blmw itncw ” irmt 

tiw •ifwritfirfit, williift rrflaiti Itrtiil*, of fwiltg raiiiliilly atiluhiu- 
Hr itp ijrraus# 

rtrf Wirvrtl liitti» lull tlm Ptlrnt tii whirli hr 
f'«ii|if«pii««l witli hi* rekliwu® «iay wrll Ifr iftia^iiinl, Ilw fr«r 
»fliiir«li*| r«iit«i*rp«rr» wwii tiitil tlw f«*|i4ll*t|ttfi tif tlw 

** mmt ls*r in I ** i lliry rwh«l liw «trwu^iy «f 

tl^ dll*.t»lkiii ififfitiiMiwi t»y Aiwl y«l wr i«i»t «rwpl 

roftilrally Irr^^rmil «uts#i#it*gf»pitie*l in tbw nf 

Mi llwt tlwf mtp «.l 

In ti* ac«€»*iiit« »f tili ywwtii «ikI ««fly 
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as well as in many conversations on the subject with Mr. Shawr, 

I have discovered ample explanation of his scepticism concern¬ 
ing the binding ties of blood, of the strangely unsympathetic, 
even hostile, relations between parents and children isplayed 
throughout his entire work. These autobiographical accounts 
reveal on his part less filial affection than a sort of comic dis¬ 
respect for the mistakes, faults and frailties of his parents and 
relatives. 

Mr. Shaw’s grandfather was a Dublin notary and stockbroker, 
who left a large family unprovided for at his death. George 
Carr Shaw, his son and Bernard Shaw’s father, was an IrisH. 
Protestant gentleman; his rank—a very damnable one in his 
son’s eyes—was that of a poor relation of that particular grade 
of the haute bourgeoisie which makes strenuous social preten¬ 
sions. He had no money, it seems, no education, no profession, 
no manual skill, no qualification of any sort for any definite 
social function. Moreover, he had been brought up “ to believe 
that there was an inborn virtue of gentility in all Shaws, sincer 
they revolved impecunioiisly in a sort of vague second cousinshij> 
round a baronetcy.” His people, who were prolific and 
numerous, always spoke of themselves as “ the Shaws ” with, a-ix 
intense sense of tlieir own importance—as one would speak of tlie> 
Hohenzollerns or the Romanoffs. An amiable, but timid man, 
the father’s worst faults were inefficiency and hypocrisy. His 
son could only say of him that he might have been a weaker” 
brother of Charles Lamb. Proclaiming, and half believing;^, 
himself a teetotaller, he was in practice often a furtive drinker-. 
The one trait of his which was reproduced in his son, His 
antitibiesis in almost every other respect, was a sense of humouLir, 
an appreciation of the comic force of anti-climax. “ When I 
was a child, he gave me my first dip in the sea in Killiney Bay 
writes his son. “ He prefaced it by a very serious exhortation, 
on the importance of learning to swim, culminating in these 
words; * When I was a boy of only fourteeen, my knowledge of 
swimming enabled me to save your Uncle Robert’s life.’ Then, 
seeing that I was deeply impressed, he stooped, and added con¬ 
fidentially in my ear; ‘ And, to tell the truth, I never was so sorr-y 
for anything in ray life afterwards.’ He then plunged into tJb.e 
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mmi.m days 

«rrrtn» rnji»vrti » ilitifcHigltlj n»frrihirtg iwim, ftricl rhiirllwl «II 
llir immr** 

All tlw* SImiws, brrautr «f llsitl rrm«tr bttrctririrj, Mr, 8li*w 
t»nrr ||rn%-«*ly Hftaiirril twr, r»il»«lrrrii it the first clwlf Ilf » 
alilr C*«»%rrn?Hrnt f«i |ir«VMlr tlunit with %mrrurw. After hcihlin^ 

tt r«ni|»lr Ilf rlrrksliiiis, Hlww’s f«th«T, by rnrun** finally 

ttssrrfril bi% ffinssly r|«ini i»n tbr Htutr with «nfRrirnl tn 

fttlftw n |»«st s« tbr F«nir C*«iurl* tbr Dublin Vmtrtn of 
*rij3« |«ii5il ill tisr {'ifrtl Srri'ire m«*t have tH*rn it siiirrnrr, 

for by iMfitl it Wii* ami br wm% |>ef}»!nrifcl nff. Hr then 

li»» attwll itrn^ion »imI writ! into bt}»tnr*s »» it wlmlriialr 
tiriilrf III corn, m lits»ii}r«» «f »|iirb be tniil rt«l tbr »ligbtf»»t 
** I raitfiwl iihr Hitikitt, by »ityirig tiittt fftf 

fallirr *«• *fi rntift'iy twerrlwfit,** »«iii bts mm in «nr nf 

If I* rtiiifitiriire*. *■* I rltin’l know wtirtber b** 

• n® f»r ii«»l. I il»!i llwt lir wsB mn pfillfrly mw** 

In atliliiiMM t«» a warrbmi*** mml wffrr in tlir rity» lit* bwi a Hi'iiir 
tttill <ii a |»liirTt r«llrtl I'btlisliiti*® lkrfi» « frw milr* tnit. Tbw 
iiisli, a!!ii<-lir<| If* llir m m ttt^ltrf of rrmnofiy, iwriittifi 

|»aMi sf® utiii frill, eifirr lltr maryfirfy mm* ururmlly in iiiotirin. 
Iltfl st» rfiirf t« Ilpftwrci Sb«w, ** was t« jitiniw 

fiir attii ti!f- Iw^iti s«lia tif Riy f«ltirr*s 

Wbrti i M" •alwitil forty yr-af% *»f Slww’» futlirf tiiarfiwl 

Ftirsfiilii I*-Iftifly, lisff nf 14 rmtiilft grnliritinfi. 

Stififriils lit rttgr«if‘» fiMgli! ifiii ift tbrif *lit|i«rity in #gr -’■ » tiif 
frrrfirr rif !«rtstt ycaf* wf Iftr 

fir-* «rMl ||rniti» wf llifif *l*lir r«l«lp ifi no* 

iff Mf «l«rrft«lr«l l« lijtii fwii hi* fti«lrni«i .gra««l 

fallirr, %Y«llrr llnrljr, ibrtitigli l«« ttrotbrt. 

Ml** lltifit liffwiglil lift «$tli «slrrft»e wvrrtly lit b^-r s»a 
trf#i*l icilrii Wliilrrofl, m «««»! f«rr«| l«if, wjtli « 

tt«rl •»«! • riillilr't-% «ill 8 «*tw» Ipyf ntrrr tisr sn**®! 

fMgmfmii* lr«i.Wltig, «illi I lie bilrnlirsft «f Irfi%‘iii|| lirf 

# fftfltiiic. Tlw rr*i|ll tif Itw-s rmifw of wliirntioM Mj®.* 

Citirly ««* igfi«r«iirp «Ii|p «f' t^* «f itititiry «rni tif tlw 

r**«!r«rlttl »l«i lirr *«• 

«»ti« frif ttrf bf |s*"f f«tlwr** 

liff m kiittwWgp «*l tw^b. fitT iitwt, by 

t 




GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 


this unexpected and vexatious conduct on the part of this 
a})8urdlj inexperienced younpf woman, her erstwhile paragon 
and prot6gcc^ summarily disinherited her. In many ways, Miss 
Guriy’s marriage proved a disappointment. Her husband, one 
of the most impecunious of men, was far too poor to enable 
her to live on the scale to which she had been accustomed- 
Indeed, he was anything but a satisfactory husband for a clever 
wcmian. It was in her music that Mrs, Shaw found solace and 
comfort—“a refuge from domestic disappointment. 

The formative influences of Shaw’s early life, were of a nature 
to inculcate in him that disbelief in popular education, that 
disrespect for popular religion, and that contempt for social 
pretensions which are so deeply ingrained in his work and 
character. Is it any wonder, after his youthful experience with 
orthodox religion, that, like Tennyson, he cherished a contempt 
for the God of the British: “an immeasurable clergyman”? 
In his own perverse and brilliant way, he has told us the history 
of his progressive revolt against the religious standards of his 
family: 


“ I believe Ireland, as far as the Protestant gentry are 
concerned, to be the most irreligious country in the world. 

I was christened by my uncle; and as my godfather was 
intoxicated and did not turn up, the sexton was ordered 
to promise and vow in his place, precisely as my uncle 
might have ordered him to put more coals on the vestry 
fire. I was never confirmed, and I believe ray parents never 
were cither. The seriousness with which English families 
take this rite, and the deep impression it makes on many 
children, was a thing of which I had no conception. Pro-fc- 
estantism in Ireland is not a religion; it is a side in politica-l 
faction, a class prejudice, a conviction that Roman Catholios 
are socially inferior persons, who will go to hell when they 
die, and leave Heaven in the exclusive possession of ladies 
and gentlemen. In my childhood I was sent every Sunda.y 
to a Sunday school where genteel children repeated texts, 
and were rewarded with little cards inscribed with otHer 
testts. After an hour of this, we were marched into tlxe 

8 
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whiciuis a very good thing and a very human thing, whereas 
the other two views—one appealing to my mere credulity aucl 
the other to mere scepticism—really did not appeal to any¬ 
thing at all that had any genuine religious value. . . . Now 
that was really the tone of religious controversy at that time, i 

and it almost always showed us the barrenness on the side of ; 

religion very much more than it did on the side of scepticism,” i 

This anecdote brings irresistibly to mind Mark Twain’s story I 

of the old sea-captain who declared that Elijah had won ont I 

in the altar contest, not because of his superiority over tHe I 

other prophets, or of his God to theirs, but because, under tHe 
pretcaace that it was water, he had had the foresight to inundate 
hii altar witli-—petroleum! 

A short while after he entered a land oflSce in Dublin as a-n 
©raployee, a position secured for him by his uncle, Fredericlc 
Shaw, a high official in the Valuation Office, it was discovereti j 
that the young Shaw, then in his teens, instead of being a.n j 
extremely correct Protestant and churchgoer, was actually wHa.t 
used to bo known in those days as an “ infidel,” Many were 
the arguments, on the subject of religion and faith, that arose 
among the employees of the firm, arguments that usually wexx-b 
hard for young Shaw, the novice, untrained in dialectic. “ Wlia-t ,■ 
is the use of arguing,” one of the apprentices, Humphrey 
Lloyd, said to Shaw one day, “ when you don’t know what a ^ 

syllogism is? ” As he once told me, Mr. Shaw promptly went 
and found out what it was, learning, like Moli^re’s hero, that 
he had been making syllogisms all his life without knowing it, 

Mr, Uniacke Townshend, Shaw’s employer, a pillar of the church | 
“--aad of the Royal Dublin Society—so far respected his free- j 
dom of conscience as to make no attempt to reason with him, j 
only imposing the condition that the subject be not discussed in ■ 
the office. Although secretly chafing under the restraint, youug i 
Shaw for a time honourably submitted to the stern limitation ; j 
but an outbreak of some sort was inevitable. The immediate 1 
occasion of his first alarming appearance in print was the visit | 
of the American evangelists, Moody and Sankey, to I>ul>lin. j 
Their arrival in Great Britain created a considerable sensation, j 
and young Shaw went to hear them when they came to X>uhlin. | 
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erable bondage before I was ten, it prejudiced me so vio¬ 
lently against church-going that twenty years elapsed 
before, in foreign lands and in pursuit of works of art, I 
became once more a church-goer. To this day, my flesh 
creeps when I recall that genteel suburban Irish Protestant 
church, built by Roman Catholic workmen who would have 
considered themselves damned had they crossed its threshold 
afterwards. Every separate stone, every pane of glass, 
every fillet of ornamental ironwork—half dog-collar, half¬ 
coronet—in that building must have sowed a separate evil 
passion in my young heart. Yes; all the vulgarity, sav- 
and bad blood which has marred my literary work, 
was certainly laid upon me in that house of Satan! The 
mere nullity of the building could make no positive im¬ 
pression oil me; but what could, and did, were the unnat¬ 
urally. motionless figures of the congregation in their 
Sunday clothes and bonnets, and their set faces, pale with 
the malignant rigidity produced by the suppression of all 
expression. And yet these people were always moving and 
watching one another by stealth, as convicts communicate 
with one another. So was I. I had been told to keep my 
restless little limbs still all through the interminable hours; 
not to talk; and, above all, to be happy and holy there and 
glad that I was not a wicked little boy playing in the fields 
instead of worshipping God. I hypocritically acquiesced; 
but the state of my conscience may be imagined, especially 
as I implicitly believed that all the rest of the congregation 
were perfectly sincere and good. I remember at the time 
dreaming one night that I was dead and had gone to 
Heaven. The picture of Heaven which the efforts of the 
then Established Church of Ireland had conveyed to my 
Oldish imagination, was a waiting-room with walls of pale 


skljr-Coloured tabbinet, and a pew-like bench running all 
Ibiihd, except at one comer, where there was a door. I 
Wa8» somehow, aware that God was in the next room, ac¬ 


cessible through the door. I was seated on the bench with 
my a,jd^es tightly interlaced to prevent my legs dangling, 
behawg myself with all my might before the grown-up 
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I hasten to claim honourable exemption, as atheist anci 
socialist, from any such complicity.” ^ 

The lesson of the selfishness and insincerity of society 
ineradicably impressed upon Ibsen’s mind in his childhood days 
is paralleled by a similar experience in the youth of Shaw. The 
ingrained snobbery of society as he saw it, the contempt for those 
lower in social pretensions, if not in social station, revolted the 
lad’s whole nature. He soon became animated with a Carlylean 
contempt for the snobbery of “ respectability in its thousand 
gigs.” As in the case of the disconsolate Stendhal, Shaw was 
not long in discovering that his family revered what he despised, 
and detested what he enthusiastically admired. An incident he 
relates, in illustration of this trait in his father, serves in great 
measure to explain Shaw’s scorn, in after life, of the blandish¬ 
ments of the drawing-room, his intolerance of fashionable 
society. 


“ One evening I was playing on the street with a school¬ 
fellow of mine, when my father came home. He ques¬ 
tioned me about this boy, who was the son of a prosperoui 
ironmonger. The feelings of my father, who was not proa 
perous and who sold flour by the sack, when he learned tha 
ins son had played on the public street with the son o 
a man who sold nails by the pennywortli in a shop arc no 
to be described. He impressed on me that my honour, m;; 
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ticular to the Wesleyan Connexional School, now Wesley Col¬ 
lege, Dublin. Plere the Wesleyan catechism was taught without 
protest to pupils, the majority of whom were Church (Protes¬ 
tant Irish) boys! So long as their sons were taught genuine 
Protestantism, the parents didn’t bother about the particular 
brand. The school’s most famous alumni are Sir Robert Hart 
and Bernard Shaw. In the school roll-book Shaw is entered for 
the first time as attending on April 13th, 1867. Unfortunately, 
only a bare record of his class marks is given. “ He seems to 
have been generally near or at the bottom of his classes,” said 
the principal, the Rev. William Crawford, in a letter to me of 
date August 6th, 1909; “ but, perhaps typically of the man, he 
jumped up suddenly to second place once in his first quarter, 
and does not seem to have aspired again. He was entered in 
the ‘ First Latin Class,’ I suppose the most junior division on 
the classical side.” Shaw sat in class between a classic and a 
mathematician, both in after years distinguished scholars. Each 
did his appropriate share of young Shaw’s work. In return 
Shaw would narrate for their delectation, according to the 
account of one of the twain, numerous stories from the Iliad 
and Odyssey, in his own peculiar and inimitable vein. Shaw 
was only in his tenth year when he entered the Wesleyan Con¬ 
nexional School; and in that year Dr. H. R. Parker, of Trinity 
College, Dublin, was head master and Rev. T. A. McKee was 
governor. Apparently, no picture of the old school now exists; 
the new building stands near, but not on, the site of the old 
school.^ 

It might be imagined, from the evidence of Shaw’s own con¬ 
fessions just detailed, that It was impossible for a boy who “ took 
refuge in idleness ” at school to acquire any sort of an educa¬ 
tion; but such a supposition is very wide of the mark. The 
discipline ho received at home, the discipline of loissex faire et 
Imssex aUer, which might have spoiled the average boy, had just 
the opposite effect upon this strangely inquisitive, alarmingly 
self-assertive child. If he lost somewhat in youthful gentleness 
and tenderness, he gained greatly in manly determination and 

* Compare Jubilee of Wealey College, Dublin., December, 1896—being a 
special number of the Wealoy College Quarterly, 
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at the schools he had already attended. Unlike his future col¬ 
leagues in dramatic criticism, William Archer and Arthur 
Bingham Walkley, graduates of Edinburgh and Oxford re¬ 
spectively, Shaw despised, half ignorantly, half penetratingly, 
the thought of a university education, for it seemed to him to 
turn out men who all thought alike and were snobs. So in 1871, 
at the age of fifteen, he entered the office of an Irish land agent, 
Mr. Charles Uniacke Townshend, and remained there until 
March, 1876. Perhaps the Ibsenite, the Nietzschean of after 
years was thus beginning a course of preliminary training: 
Henri Beyle used to say that to have been a banker was to have 
gone through the best preparatory school for philosophy. 
During this period Bernard Shaw lived in -lodgings in Dublin 
with his father, who had by this time given up that furtive 
drinking, of which his son in after life spoke with such frank 
levity. The lad’s salary at first was eighteen pounds a year, 
his position that of junior clerk. He had no fondness for his 
work, and took no interest in land agency; nevertheless, he made 
a very satisfactory clerk. At the end of about a year, a sudden 
vacancy occurred in the most active post in the oflfice, that of 
cashier. As this involved a sort of miniature banking business 
for the clients, and the daily receipt and payment of all sorts 
of rents, interests, insurances, private allowances and so on, it 
was a comparatively busy post, and a position of trust besides. 
The junior clerk was temporarily called upon to fill the sudden 
vacancy pending the engagement of a new cashier of greater 
age and experience. He performed his numerous duties so suc¬ 
cessfully that the engagement of the new man was first delayed 
ftud then dropped. The child of fifteen, laboriously and suc- 
ecs^lully struggling to change his sloped, straggly, weak- 
minded handwriting into a fair imitation of his predecessor’s, is 
father of the man of forty, carefully drawing up elaborate 
contracts with theatre managers, who never kept them. By 
this MHal exhibition of enterprise, young Shaw’s salary, now 
twenty-fotir pounds a year, was doubled, which meant a consid¬ 
erable step ahead, llie clear-cut chirography of the Shaw of 
to-day and the neatness of arrangement so noticeable in his 
apartments at Adelphi Terrace are the results of his early train¬ 
ee 
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the world, it put land agency and business as a serious career 
out of the question for him. The author of Widowers^ Houses 
collecting rents as a lifelong profession is a ludicrous, an in¬ 
credible incongruity. Shaw retained his place simply for the 
sake of financial independence. When he gave up his position, 
his employer was sorry to lose liim, and, at the request of 
Shaw’s father, readily gave him a handsome testimonial. In 
speaking of the circumstance one day, Mr. Shaw told me that 
he was furious that such a demand should have been made. 
Notliing could have shown more clearly his distaste for the posi¬ 
tion he held. “ Once or twice,” commented Mr. Shaw, “ my 
employer showed himself puzzled and annoyed when some acci¬ 
dent lifted the veil for a moment and gave him a glimpse of 
the fact that his excellent and pecuniarily incorruptible clerk’s 
mind and interest and even intelligence were ten thousand 
leagues away, in a region foreign, if not hostile.” Surely this 
was another age of inspired office boys.” * 

In 187S, Mr. Lee left Dublin for London, the joint household 
broke up, and all musical activity ceased. The return to a single 
household on Mr. Shaw’s income was all but impossible, for his 
affairs were as unprosperous as ever. At this time there was 
even some question of Bernard Shaw’s two sisters becoming 
professional singers. With characteristic energy and decisive¬ 
ness, Mrs. Shaw boldly cut the Gordian knot by going to London 
and becoming a professional teacher of singing. This domestic 
dihdcU robbed young Shaw of his mother’s influence, which was 
always stimulating and inspiring, if somewhat indirectly and 
impersonally so. It deprived him also of music, which, up to 
that time, had been his daily food. This sudden deprivation of 
the solace of music came to him as a distinct suiprise. He had 
never dreamed of such a contingency. Fortunately the piano 

* In speaking of his apprenticeship as a clerk In the land ofla.ee, Shaw 
declaresj “I should have been there still If I had not broken loose in 
defiance of all prudence, and become a professional man of genJus—a 
resource not open to every clerk. I mention this to show that the fact 
that I am not still a derk may be regarded for the purposes of this article 
as tt mere accident. I am not one of those successful men who can say, 
‘Why don’t you do as I do?’”—^From Bernard 8hcm as a Clerk, By 
Himself In The Clerk, January, 1908. 




o Iwrn tlir mrt «»f It mm m it »nirit tif* ifoijirra* 

ii»i tli»t lir wrfit iHit mnd Iwtiglil it Irrititiral tif mitstr, 

f>fit*iniri^ « ilm^rntri of tlir kriikwril. N« iingpr fsirrct*t«, ii« 
irndM tif for Hliitar: lir at onrr out thm 

,mi trirtrf t« |»ky Itir utrrturr! It IfMik Itiw tm wirttitr* t« 
rrntiM** fitt«rr» *iii llir imfr* of t|»r flr^t r|»«»rii. ** Wliat I 

nffrrrtl, wliat r^rrvlwwif iii llir Ii»sii»r I tlriiimlwl 

II, liilMitifing tliroiiffli arruii^rtfwfil* «f Ilcr4*tti«tr«'i» 

f ilfui *»f all llir Ii|iwfit» aiwl oratorios t krirw, will 

rwr ti* Itilfl.** It Wii.9 Ml %aiii i»«w, lir »*Mt, itirrrit t« nn^: 

my iwtiw «»«i iniilrt «i|ti jii«l tltrn lirrakiitg' frigiilfiillj.. 

sillii fi«l itijr fitr tlir li«rfnoii|' wliirli in 

he rftKiliurwi iif ««i| far tlic rtiyllifnlr Mgufm 

t «rrt»iii|wfi*tsirfit wliirli «rr it.# art toil tiinfriwut. I lw«| 
flij m. ntwiile tiuri?, «fi»i I wnnirii mn wrrlmtr*/* 

*|ii* imtiiral it *•.* Iltat linitr liim Iti tlir in 

^*rti Ilf liir ri|fiit# pf III* frilM* ii.tti||rri. 

** ,%t ll>r mil Ilf *ntttP lliMlilll* 1 li«l ar«Hfiml m trrlmif|||r of 
ini’ m 9i*i«|4r «f wiMrli I pffrr itii' fltigrriiig nf llir 

•c*If tif I* niajtsf, lilt twiifi 

C' U r. F « A « r 

tim ilftiifili iifitier »#iil iii^erMsg- 

Pi|’ fwwflii llligrf istef Wi|‘ flftli, 

f • II r. r I# A II r 

«itl fdmyml 'l t ll i i i’s'l. 

*i*lii* li»# tlw s|i|ilirdl*lr to all 

thmitmir «»r t« liiia dmy I <iftm fall 

Il*rk i»fi it. ««i! filil Mfl it l*», ll«l lllrt tir%rr 

lti«| it In tlt« ftltplil I t mmn « Irffilik |M*»rr 

Ilf tlirntt^li iimiittfprlr «rr*«gf'iiiriil9 atwl %«r#l 

»ii»l flit rr**«,i »»# tlwl 1 grnmm’tl firtirtralitin 

ffllWfktir** «f V'iriijf mml 'HrWkr fwmtn I>»nif«ii*» 







Moasart; and of Mermide from Bizet, besides finding in 
Berlioz an unconscious interpreter of Edgar Allan Poe. 
When I was in the schoolboy adventure vein, I could range 
from Vincent Wallace to Meyerbeer; and if I felt piously 
and genteelly sentimental, I, who could not stand the pic¬ 
tures of Ary Schclfer or the genteel suburban sentiment of 
Tennyson and Longfellow, could become quite maudlin over 
Mendelssobn and Gounod. And, as I searched all the music 
I came across for the sake of its poetic or dramatic content, 
and played the pages in which I found poetry or drama 
over and over again, whilst I never returned to those in 
which the music was trying to exist ornamentally for its 
own sake and had no real content at all, it soon followed 
that when I came across the consciously perfect art work 
in the music dramas of Wagner, I ran no risk of hopelessly 
misunderstanding it as the academic musicians did. In¬ 
deed, I soon found that they equally misunderstood Mozarh 
and Beethoven, though, having come to like their tunes and 
harmonies, and to understand their mere carpentry, they 
pointed out what they supposed to be their merits with an 
erroneousness far more fatal to tbeir unfortunate pupils 
than the volley of half-bricks with which they greeted Wag¬ 
ner (who, it must be confessed, retaliated with a volley of 
whole ones fearfully well aimed).’^* 

Although he did a good deal of accompanying, especially in 
the days of his intimacy with the Salt family, he never really 
mastered the instrument. Once, in a desperate emergency, he 
supplied the place of the absent half of the orchestra at a per- j 
formance of 11 Tromtore at a People’s Entertainment evening : 
at the Victoria Theatre—-and, luckily, came off without disaster. ; 
To-day he goes to his little Bechstein piano, a relic of the first j 
Arts and Crafts Exhibition, and fearlessly attacks any opera or ^ 
symphony. He is his own Melba, his own Plan^on, too, thanks, j 
as hii wife pathetically explains, to “ a remarkable power of » 
making the most extraordinary noises with his throat.” Kfe j 

* Tho B$Ugim of tho PUmofotU^ tn. tte PoHvdgMty Boview, February, 5 
laoA I 





even revels in the pianola! And I have shared his enj oyment in 
his own rendition of a Chopin nocturne upon that remarkable 
mechanical toy. 

Bernard Shaw would have been a model young man at the 
desk but for the fact that, like Nathaniel Hawthorne at the 
Boston Custom House, like Ibsen at the apothecary’s shop in 
Grimstad, his heart was not in the thing. “ I never made a pay¬ 
ment,” he once frankly confessed to me, “ without a hope or 
even a half resolve that I should never have to make it again. 
In spite of which, I was so wanting in enterprise and so shy and 
helpless in worldly matters (though I believe I had the air of 
being quite the reverse), that six months later I found myself 
making the payment again.” 

There gradually came to him a consciousness of the futility of 
his life, the consciousness of one who has been freed of illusion. 
In this young boy was none of the soft-blarney, the winning and 
dulcet melancholy, of the proverbial Irishman. He escaped that 
mystic influence of Homan Catholicism, which produces the 
phantast, the dreamer and the saint. Calvinism had taught him 
that “ once a man is born it is too late to save him or damn 
him; you may ‘ educate ’ him and ‘ form his character * until 
you are black in the face; he is predestinate, and his soul cannot 
be changed any more than a silk purse can be changed into a 
sow’s ear.” In the atmosphere of the Island of the Saints— 
that most mystical of all mystical things ”—he learned to 
realize the barrenness of all else in comparison with the supreme 
importance of realizing the purpose of his existence on this 
earth. 

Hence it was that his work and position finally became unbear¬ 
ably irksome, unendurable. London imperativ^y beckoned to 
him. That way, perhaps, lay freedom from the obsession of 
hated respectability, freedom from repression of his convictions, 
freedom for self-development and spiritual expansion. At the 
age of twenty, this raw Irish lad, wholly ignorant of the great 
world, walked out of his ofllce, and threw himself recklessly into 
London. There, immediately after the death of His sister Agnes 
in the Isle of Wight, in 1876, he joine(J his mother in la hitte. 
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pour la vie.* There he was to set the crystalline intellectual 
clarity, the philosophic consciousness of the brilliant Celt, into 
sharp juxtaposition with the plodding practicality, the dogged 
energy of the complacent Briton. There he was to find the 
arena for his championship of those advanced movements in art, 
music, literature and politics, which give significance and char¬ 
acter to the closing quarter of the nineteenth century. 

In these early years we may discern in Shaw the gradual birth 
of the social consciousness, the slow unfolding of deep-rooted 
impulses toward individualism and self-expression. Like other 
boys of his day and time, Shaw melted lead on Holieve, hid 
rings in pancakes, and indulged in the conventional mummeries 
of Christmas. But to him these were dreary, silly diversions, 
against which his nature rebelled. He once refused to celebrate 
Shakespeare’s birthday—for the very good reason that he had 
never celebrated his own. In the conventional sense, he was 
never “ reared ” at all: he simply “ grew up wild.” No effort 
was made to form his character: he developed from within, 
strangely aloof in spirit from the healthy gaieties of the normal 
lad. Thus was bred in him, even at an early age, a sort of 
premature asceticism which left its indelible mark upon his 
character. The puritanic convictions which have animated his 
entire life find their origin in the half-instinctive, half-enforced 
aloofness of his childhood days. 

Shaw was not brought up, as we might expect, a Noncon¬ 
formist ; he was a member of the Irish Protestant Church. He 
rebelled against the inhuman repression, the meaningless ritual¬ 
ism of his church; but the influences of his home, nevertheless, 
left their impress upon his nature. His whole long life is an 
outcry of soaring individualism against repressive authority; 
and yet the puritan intensity in condemnation of self-indulgence, 
the ascetic revolt from alcoholism, speaks forth unmistakably 
in the humanitarian, the vegetarian, the teetotaller of a later 
epoch. 

* Mr, Shaw’s other sister, Miss Lucy Carr Shaw, was the immediate 
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wm tip ffmtm of Tt» tfiiwrlir of rhil«lli»o4 


fci lii* twir#f»f* fmtnd rnffttiimm t« tt» ifctrhifiinrfit of 

mwff fcftiilif ©llpr tlmii writlfig. lit* li«ttr» 

•|»«t in li^ »f IrtliiiMl, hk ftinly of tlw 

it#»tiir» of It«li#« art# ilW tilin W'ltli ifeilrt to i» aniit^f 

iJk$^ llrowning* Bimw 
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be a miisieitui. ll«- luusir from thr rising of tlw iun imto 
the going down of the sniiir; hr kftrw wh«|r o|M‘r«s «ul uraiorkm. 
He wanted to hr a nnisiriiiri, Imt ronldn^t pkj ; l« l«» m iJriuimtir 
singer, but had no Yoirr. Tlir farilr rwm|iirr«r of rvrrv litrrary 
domain, mocked in later life with ihr iirru».»ti«ri «f In-ing n sort 
of literary Jaek'of-all-tradrft, )xm only inw^lrd na a youth U* 
discover in hiitiirlf a single |jrt»int»i«g iH>t«?«tiaiity. 

A cmHual remark of wn arcju«int«irr first slarlletl Shaw, thiui 
in his terns, into recognsiioii of tin? far I tlwt hr krknl any «af i 
of final consciousiirs* in regartl to hi* t.»w»i «nti dwtitij. 

The apprenliee In the laml igeiiry tiffirr, eight or irti y«»ar* 
Shaw’s senior, who wng, ’* AK ki- ’* with »tich dmiltj 

effect, one day ImpiH-mal to ol»rw that every young fellow 
thinks Uiat he i« going to \w m giml tmm iiiilil l«? » twenty. 
”The shock tlmt thii jpv© nie/* Mr. Sfww ««» Iw 

me with perfect n&wt#, mm tudiiriily thul thi» 

was my own precite irilerilioiR. But «. wry brief roit^iclrraliofi 
reassured me—why, I don’t kmmwi tar I rouW do luilhifig th«t 
gave me the inmlhwt ho|» of »»ki«g gotxl my r»tm clii.»}hritlit>fi 
of myself at one of the work! to which Hlwllry and «ri«l 

Praxiteles and Aliclmel Angulo Won^rl, auiI m Ititally ftirpi|C» 
to the plane on which land agml* kl»ur«<i.’* 

In Cmhrl Profmtmm-^ tlw hero, « pri»«llghter, nr- 

marks that it i« not wh«l a riwo would life» to d«, but wh*t 
can do, tlmt he must work at l« tiM «r#rW. N*ttirall|’ mnug’lt, 
Bernard Shaw, the young Iwl in liit i«efi§, l«il lu'jt yet r«w# tt» 
any sort of artistic 8l»w tii»y ti« iwitl tit 

have spent half of hi# life in ll» wjureb for thm llllitna 
of what he cmM do. And it » by tB» mmm* Jiidipri^ 

froffli the lesson of hii eawwr, tliat l» ka* y®t iliicotewdi all of 
his capabilitiw, {'ertain it li I.-ImiI, *1 tlii* foruMtit# itt 

his eaner, he had found only «»; Ih# ishllity t# wot 

write-»-booki. Mr. Shaw mm pkttir«l for »# h» »l«t# of 
dejection at this time ottr hit »d itti?oiti|wt«ie*»* 

“What was wrong with me thitt wm tl» want ©f wlf-rei|i#rl, 
the d.ifid«Bct, the cowardk# of ig»r*»a* mi Hu? duffer,. 
What ia?td m-t wai my eoj#ie»iit^*i llt«t I tnwt fcani to tl« 
something»»-that iiotlikg but tte of ifcti, of 

it 



tsf t« •Imrlk »«« «f ITtif ipri «f a|ilr«i$t> 

wlin.'li uiy nmsiiia wri»«! hi ilrrivr frciwi Uir rcii»tnmiifH?»s tint 
tlinr grrat grrAl j|r»nilf»l|}rf iiml mlmt Iwn ^nmt’grcmt' 
«»f Hir uf lltitiiy F»f|, wa,i clftiirii tc* 

inr. Vmi I’iifitMit. Im* oil by miiittr harwirtt if 

tirlong l«t I hr rrj»ylilir of art. I wits rlirtwiratly and 

rvrti ttwrrabir Watw? I ri»iddii‘t dit iiriytliiiig. It ii 

triir llial I riiiiltl krrji Mr. 'riwtlsIirfHri! «t«l tb«t I firtPr 

lirriiint nf il ; »iui rifK-f ye»t% tliifr ifwilr liir iiWftrr tfimt 

ttwny «f *i»jr wrtislir fr«ta iii*y \m' It**# loglity nliowtrul in tbf 
iKMiia Ilf llmirdiiiii Afigri t|«ft Itiis I'lfMuftir »riiir¥iinn?nt i 
liyl «l tfiw liifw it riniiititl for lr«» tlwfi fwthiiig. It w«« « 
f«r t fiatril, «ri*l tiii? iiotioit iif itiy |ir»ftrip«l 

nrlitftlly *» » Ictiititotikl tit itiy t*®rii*ney a* a r«*liier 

«t» III Ilf lliiit w»»tiitil twrply 

|«rrvrr»r tti iity iinfortiifiiitr fatlirr,** 

III tlir*r il«y« of iiMrliriikl® fr«'olt rtirn*fil rvli^lcHii 

ftftil w-iriiii iiicals* Hli»w •4»fn«|i«» fmtiiil milkt f«ir Ibiit nwllt* 
itig k**’* «f Ids %n$f»t» «l»srli »«» »iii* fky In |itir»l fnrtli wilti 
siirli .«kriii}ii^ ri"rrt, Ttit«, llliiwk fifil work* WAi 

ilw f«rtlir«giit Ifritrr in trnkik in bp •awg’lit to 

strut I lie fwrrr iif tlir ir*l gfral mtil by 

llir Afiiitiiiftn-'tiiriit lliiil |»er»«ii«||y, }imI frti«ttnr«| rrli^ifia 
« I ll»iil« tlii* ftiiigl© fitililir tmt fur bi« ifiwirgwrv, 

II# II*! fwiinii, ill flw frkiitl«tii|» of « litniml spirit «f lifingiim- 
liw trtfi|*Fr»itit»iil, tlw tm lltr ©f all IIi«j 

tItJtili*, Iwpe* Ami Ilf flit »»g»f rwoliitlofwry 

Will* mm of lib •cliinilfrlltiw*, •Irtirk wp 

m rtirkiiii fr»fitl«tiip: iMi MeHtilly, wm* 

«ftrr»*r»ia lii»«n ** «tiltiiir of Mkihw Tk^ Sim 

©f a ikmmmit »ml tlirt#' ortgiiml »»ii trry 

WAfkiilii# of Irbti lilt*, tiotli Ifoyi ittwfi'itwiiy® 

inifl iWf giiw proiet*® of ri|irfli»g 

into clo^ «tfiil frbmiiliip. lint ciwtsiiiilAftrrs 

Ml pffmtmUf t^l* «.H«r llwlf tlwy mm wry 

littfe of «l^r. MrNitif »» All In ilw ll*»i mt 

ii 
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Ireland, and Imd bmi drafted to tin* Xewrv hmnrh of the 3n«ti“ 
tution, while Hhaw, m we wnn in .Mr, 'rtiwimhrrtd’a Imul 

office in Dubliiu DuriiifC l*«*riod uf thrir between 

Shaw’s fifteenth 3»id twentieth yvnrh, they kept tsp n tmnendoiiH 


corrcsponuenee. in uus w^y tuey prujmojy worneti on tpr 

literary energy which usuttlly |»r«nhieen enrly wurku, 'riic* im • 
incnse lettcra, atniietinieH illu^trAteti ■with er»«le drawirig-fi and 
enlivened by brief dnunas, whirli eiune ninl went with earh pont, 
served as “ exhausts fur the «ti|H'rfi»ous almin of thrir literary 
force. It was understomi twtwmi tluiii that the letters were to 
be destroyed a« ioon as answrrwt, m Huir authors did not retiMh 
the possibility of aueh unreserved soul histories falling into 
strange hands. 

I believe that Shaw ptrpeirstfd one more long cmrv^mmkmv^, 
this time with an unnamed Knglialt kdy» whtwe fervently hnng- 
inative novels would have ntatit her known, Hhaw onrr ««srrtrd, 
had he been able to peraimdr her to make her naim’ piihlir, or 
at least to stick to the fwn nmnr, instead of rhanging it 
for every hook. Shaw alwj niailr mir valuatilp arc|tti»intanrr nt 
this time through the accident t»f condng to lodge in the anwe 
house with him. ''rids was (Isichr^trr Hell, of the family of 
that name distinguished for it# ijnrntive gt-niiw* % roiwin of 
Graham Bell, the inventor of the ttdr|tlionr, and » nt»|jhi*w 
of Melville Bell, t)je inventor of the phonetic icript krtfiwn hr 
V isible Speech. The autfior of thr Mamhird KIwmIkmmi, lid- 
Chester Bell’s father, who«3 Htww h«» drscrdrd »» by fur thr 
most majestic and im|H»ing looking mart that ever lived on 
this or any other planet, wm thr rlonilion |iriifr*iitir in two «f 
the schools attended by Hli»w in hi* youth, the W«|pyan Vim- 
nexional, now Wesley (ollegr, attrnilarirr «t wbirb* we ttmf 
be sure from Shaw’s c«»e, by no iiipani impli«l 
Although ft qualified phypirian, C1iifht*trr Ikdl did nnl rare for 
medical practice, and Imd ^irie to (#erm»ny, wimn* h© devoted 
himself to the study of ehiinijitry and physic* in llit »rh«»ol 
of Helmholte, Shaw’s intercourse with Bell provwl to be tit 
great value to him. They dudird Italwfi and wbife 

* Cf. /(?A» OtJhst iiktmti Pref«w p, ivll. 





Hlww «t«l tiwt Irarn Ilnliati with aiij fiiiiil hr 

Irftriwtl « M*"****^ *^*'**^ *'^'**'> I hirfty itlwiiit «i,iKi |j«tliii|«gj. 

Jt wti» li»r«s«||li l»i» if*ii with Itrli ttwl hr fiiiil roitw l»» 

rr»ti *'»«**i 'I‘r»nissr«ii‘a “ t hiiirai Lr«-tiirf#.** |ti|t ffrll 

i* ti» Iw" rr«»’3iilirr*-»l I JM rrhif»*»tt lt» Sitfiw, tta hr*t ratling 

hj» »rrmii» »tfrSil**‘« ill W«i| 4 i«ri. ihsriivrmi tfwl 

tirll, itt’ hr|,| 8}i h$^lt rr||4ri!» rtifstllirrril W«|^rr 

II grrsit r»»SH|»t«r r, hr {|l (Hiirr lntiijiht a sritrr «|* 

whirli rlMt»rr»| In Ilf Ihr nuly »^fsi|4s‘ In Ik' liaii III llir Dulihfl 

llllSBtr tisis «»o|j}s-||t »iatc* Ifjr rdficrf tif lhr rr- 

MJtiair rrilM', •§».*» tti aftrr hfr, swriil Ntinlmil 

tiff llir firiti Willi tn» lirilii«f»l atiil ii«iiiw»rr«liir ilrfriirr iif Iht? 
fti»*trr liinliicr «»f Fwr llir fir*t fr« |«r* «f 

i,ttk^-mgrm rt«i«|iir!r!t rttfi%-rrtrfl lisilt, Hr imttirtlniirly tWi'MIlP, 
«tni r%'rf afti-?« rmsaifirtl, ||»r ** IVrfrrt Wil||‘iirritr.*'* 

*iitr ilat® nf titii!lt lurfitfr lir »rftl In a* Wp 

il«%'r tern, arrfr lw-c#it®r lir WA.8 tmight trt |miw ticiWft 

t« |»ri»|»rscl»rt rr*|»rrt«lMl*l t, lint in In* ** iitifttfliinidf' 

rls»l4btit**i/' *• Isr r^ll* 8i, li« israfi mm m% wirr^rtirfiit** tlimt Iw 
»wrrtlt lwl«l, «tisi frlwlirtl Mtffr rr»|J«*r|«lii|«ty, Ir 

#ftrr lifr, he ftniiiti il It* r»|»fr».« llir friirf with wliirli 

itr ilwrwtrfTsi llt«t lis* iirail •a-a all «|o#l^ ftlfht* •ful tll»l tl»r 
mrrrfit fr#|»rrl*i»!lil t *»f l*» *lay i» ** «*illpii|| |it»l a Itti^ ifiVrr*ioii 

Ilf ri^iitr*»ii» •tsil •rirfilillr tsrtlrf ill lliftlwiMty* 

miarft, «liti iiiliitir waAlr iif 

RtUrrfit ti|»|w»rtiinit t fwf iiwitlB *fiil Mf*t llir 

Imil III* lf%ir «»l •*,» *|wiiya 

fir Iwti %m% ftwrli iisuglil iMit l«» fprn^iifr llir futility of lhr 
f^ort l« frffirtii itiiiititliiflil* i lii# hmnMmtmrimn «fMrif »«* ifii|irr 
iiifiai *i«| ftmitti it* frw*t In fiiisiiifialitin aisti 

pffiiit r«iirrr«sfi|f lltr iittwnrifil 

Iffii t#f rl**» iMiil rfvrti rrml, li** 

tea ttiorttftiiliy 

** If I »»t *ii#rrrf| tf-ma tiling* in iit¥ 

I ritiiy ^««|i #«t twm^mr siwil l‘o «« €*iit • 

li titilliing Itiil rtwimif in tt»r »|»rrtarir wf « fur* 
lorti of tmfrhmmt* in • C'iittiohr rtrtiiitrif, W 


by a njiniafuri' |>lut»n-i'nt-y of !»!orkhf*blrr*, ilurhir» «ihI 
laiui ngfut^, au‘l |ty thnt arrtiuri of thf 

gmtry whu nrr t»H» !ifi«%sly »sorl||Mgrtl h» r«rii|H‘ t« 

(Ion, playiuK «i«i im i4r«sttt»rr»ry with titr 

assistam'r t»f thf m%fm'tminir r\iir iaIj,, hn* tm-n p-rrsiirt-tlr*! 
lo arcopt tho p**?*! of Jtjr4 liruiniaiif. * 1**1 tlii» prrlmrr, 

involving n prtnligam^ «««! ly«ig, m t«» ifirnttir# 

and till* .Hooial slnmiiiig »»f frifiliitir*, arr sarrsfirtnl 
iship, fst-lf ri-npi-vt, Crt-ftiaMi «f llnni|||st, *it»rrrily nf rliKf* 
actor, ami all thr mtlitira of lifV, il% ^otarlfs gutnini^ it$ 
return the hoMtilr r’ttriingnijrrit of llir gr«-i»t u( Ihrjr 

fellow etnudrjiiirii, amt »i tlwir im« tlir 

«nub» of lhi}A«- wImi luivr «isfi|«fir tlinu in firrlrtixiuft wrwl 
the jealous envy of tltiw wliom lltry Iwvr* lUfliiofirf* 

The power which he foiitwl m Irrkiitt religious criotigh 
redeem him from this litMUioinilioM «f lirwjlalii^n wn*, fit it 
enough, the power of art. *\iy tnwltirr, il liii|if.M‘iir<l* ii««l 
a considerable musical taleiit to t*rdrr t« r,%rrri*r it »rri«iiisl^ 
she had to awociiitc wdlh ollirr pr«i|ilr who tml riiii»iritl lalrfil. 
My first ehiklhh dmiht a* to »ii*'t|»rr rwiild rriillf 1^* a 
Protoitant wan atiggrstrd by tny titwrviitiMif of ||ir firplorwhlw 
fact that the Iwst voict** aviiiliililr fs^r ci*irtl>in.atiiin with iiiv 
mother^s in the Wiirks of the .grrat rtniiptwr* iw4 Iwn 
countably vouchsafed tf» Itoinan t istliolic-t, Kvcti thp liivin#' 
gentility was prmidly rallrd in i|tir*lioii, for of 

vocalists were undrninhly rowirelrtl with frt«ii trmh,** 

The situation in which Mr«. found lirricll itfiTrmt #♦« 

fdternativc. There wa-it no hrip for il; if tiiy ittollirr w«» t«» 
do anything but »ing silly in druwiitg’reM'wn* »|ir ti*dl 

tOMBoekte her»t?lf on an critirt'ly r**|ittlilir«n »illi |ir«p.|» 

of nice artistic gifts, wititoul tlic’ #fn#i|c^t to wy 


dasi, Nay, if she wished tw take |«rt in tlw of llitftifi 

and MoM^rl, which had not thrn forgotitdii" 
ally p^nut heradf to be* appff*>«rlw*ti liy Ktitnan 
and Win, at their invitidion, |«» frnlrr'tlwl |»tiie Jfibiml, tt»« 
Roman Catholic chajK*! (to Irplafid the wortl rliurrli, 
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nful trtkr |Jiirt 6f» llinr srrvirrs. All uf wtnrii Itii ttifrrlljt' In tlir 
i'ij*r«»%rrVj Iwril l«» rn-jbl at fk»l. !lml a HtHnufi |irir'*t 

fs»iilit rtj4r«'s'«i»Ii- iiiut rtilli\tilfil n jirfMiu isia n 

III ilrfiMur*' of r%|irr5riit’r, iilwai’i 

to t«‘, ajoi, 8M alioirt, .lost ||sr ?iotu»n lli-at lln- i'ojjftH* 
of eoru-fv «'oj rr»|»oiiHir»i lt» msy rr.il laiiiHiii 

was »* igiior.'Utl if |wr«U’m«?s, |f ihiit wllirtl 

liltiils i«r« t«» «»n« ant*llirr, aio! ?rfr!s|*'iou limt tslarh siiiulrr*, 
thm iiHi'st I ify 1l»at t flw ff!8||u»f} of mv i‘ountrv ttt 

it« waisjral ||r«ssi» iiioi %i» irrrli||ti*t4 in $!» rharrlo-s ami ilrawiiig'*' 

11 «ii« tinrrs'itiji rosonsots %r8}«r *m tla- ir {ilanr, 

«ri|IMr«T»irr »« I hr ®olr solutiofs of ^ rt»nly |*rohlrni uf 
whirls rr%rsiH tosilhrr lo Ua «a iSjj- |*#irrr8l frwisi whllfll 

Im' slrfs^ril lua ilrlrrssmsal»r*ss, «ssil lt»» fjfui | 4 ri}.» t»n j»riirtir«l 
iiffaira. If» ?a4sirk*‘i| i-orit*«ish»|jin't«»si to Ixr, ,\ir». Shaw innilr 
f}i» *"o«r< asstMio to faaloofs, firitily fl«lh<'fiii|| In ht-r <»hJ 

riM'thwl ill all sta f8||«»nr. Shr »»lh i’(ss«»|i|rtr 

|»i’Ws|rs«-r ttf «iaisi«-r «iul sn ll»r iM«alr o!f ««i Irith lutly 

r«|lfr«sli*lr*l Wslli I'llsnlssfi I«*r4i|»lr o|»r«»lv thr|jiw|%‘r:« B* 

ItSlilillr rlaas,** Oii «»i riM|i8l olf Iloa »-|»arar!rf8*1 ir st«lr|wHt,lrfirr 
hrr lif*t r%|trriri»»'r« $ii mrTv tjiiforliiMalir 4i»lsraHrii’ 

{MM- lllltli »!»*■ lw||aW l«» trarh rlioifa stt »t'h<»o|a dstt %}ir rf»trr 

I hr rt04ii of ro«j|»i(rSr ®ssrrr#a, *rht- frasslt* «>hr |»rr*ttsirf?«| 
ill tlirar Slfwlrfl#lioi||a ao |i|r«r«| liar sss8|*rrli»r& af|*| |SH»fr 
lirtiliirlt ihr |fcarri»l* ssl !|*«'' |«ri#r *|#alrilmt?o»s» tlwl lltp itr«l 
»rfr rlM»s.l||h Ip Irl hrr g*i lirf tlWR Wmy, 

Quite « rpfwlif»5«r |4ri*«f of h-rf alnhiy s* foisn*i sn thr f«rt tl»«l 
lhi» •mnmm, i's,||fsr»rti» «wl isss««|wl 

«llh«»tt||h mm it-i Ifws *r%r«tP"», ««rkrt| jst l|»«sl fatisiMii iiimirm 

inatsltitiwit, lli« l‘«»llrg»tiSr Sch«»*4 for Clirh* 

f^rrlillf. at*tsr« *iir to rrlifr for tl»r ftcsfiir 

mmmm tis»t »!» stM|i|mi •tmgmg. !« for triah »rfi«r of hwisioir 
Ilirfr *n* «ii rirtiirfil *if tfo rphritiMti# ifi m fifal-r*!# 

l»%5is^ *tl *»l«i t»f folwr^'W *rtrfsl|‘ tliil ri||l»l »«t» 

« siltrk «i*«| r«fiiltirl w rlinif. Ittil II. flry«li!| tfo |trttt= 
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Shaw’s early struggles in London. No rapt listening to the 
songs of rival nightingales, Keats and Shelley, as with Brown¬ 
ing; no impetuous and clandestine marriage, as with Sheridan; 
no roses and raptures of la me Boheme, as with Zola. It is, 
instead, for the most part a tale of consistent literary drudgery, 
rewarded by continual and repeated failures. The rare and 
individual style of the satirist, the deft fingering of the drama¬ 
tist were wholly undeveloped, and even unsuspected, during this 
tentative period in his career. He turned his hand to various 
undertakings—to musical criticism, to versifying, to blank- 
versifying, to novel-writing; but all equally to no purpose. 
Asked once what was his first real success, he replied: “ Never 
had any. Success in that sense is a thing that comes to you 
and takes your breath away. What came to me was invariably 
failure. By the time I wore it down I knew too much to care 
about either failure or success. Life is like a battle; you have 
to fire a thousand bullets to hit one man. I was too busy firing 
to bother about the scoring. As to whether I ever despaired, 
you will find somewhere in my works this line: ‘ He who has 
never hoped can never despair.’ I am not a fluctuator.” His 
self-suflSiciency, even at this time, was proof against all discour¬ 
agement. Perhaps he found consolation also in the saying: “ He 
who is down need fear no fall.” 

Shaw never experienced any poverty of spirit, of determina¬ 
tion, or of will; his poverty was pecuniary only. Until the 
time of his marriage he remained secure from the accusation 
of being the mould of fashion or the glass of form. While the 
Shaw of matrimonial respectability bears all the marks of his 
wife’s civilizing influence in the matter of a costume de rigueur 
—fashionable clothes, patent-leather boots, and even, on rare 
occasions, a “ stiff ” collar—his dress in the late seventies and 
for twenty years thereafter was usually, like that of March- 
banks, strikingly anarchic. His outward appearance, as some¬ 
one unkindly remarked, suggested that he might be a fairly re- 
spectablerplasterer! “ Now,” said Shaw in 1896, “ when people 
reproach me with the unfashionableness of my attire, they forget 
that to me it seems like the raiment of Solomon in all his glory 












I trsiitiiml ittv ruffs !» tlir i|iiirk with •riiiort* ».«tl w«w « lall 
hat tlutini bkrk rwit, grrrit with tlrrai*/* l|yt tlir |mi¥“ 

ertj *»f whirli this altirr vtun !hr stiitward, vtsibir *igll w«» 
” »|i»rtri*'s-» tjf rfisli/' *« liliuirriuis |H’r»»«al muhibrrrirr* *hti»** 
h’ftifU liir *|r|irr»K}«|| alyi rffrv t.« of ** r«'itl |Kivrrtir ** 

hf was* rioiunli tu frrr liimsolf, ».» the fulhiwriiig aut«- 

l«i>||r»pi»iral rtuifliinsre rlrarlj rvitirtire*: 


** hilat { am itwt siirr that the want of iimiiry lutiiri 


|»rpjittlirr« «u»l hahif* *»f the rirh wsthsnil its luwtirj* anti 
thr |*«%rrh%' of tin- |»t«ir I hr frerthnn tti ntnw 

IMitrrIj iti •hwrt» llir |w«nlr »Imi g« tu thr tlwatm 

ticratpr lliejr r^tintil af’tinl the ntwlls «iiii nrr ttt 

Iw »rrfi itt tlir gttllerj- «fr lltr iif ttll. T« !« lift 

llie iImwii ||ra4l«- tmm Ihr iumrgmmh ninl lltr 

Ifi-Ittrf t« Ihr tiiuhr nt wiiirli lltr Joiingrr *«n*» great” 
grafiil»«*M i 4 |i llir «lrti||glr l«» krrp M|t »|»|»r*r«firt?«; 

Iti liatr til** |»rrtr*8rF tif m rtillufr williwit the rvalitjr iif it* 
to rttakr tlirrr hmwimi |«*iifwl» as jmr i«tok Ukr right hwn« 
tlrril |*nMfnh i« frrlftiiil Of Hrollitfiii; *»r litp hwficlrrti f«»untli 
kmA likr miip fMtittMl* itt ; t« l»r w.|ymt«l 

firitlirr «t thr lt«*ar*t arwl Itw llirktm*h rinr «t III# 


htil «l mhiip rottrii firititlr wltenlurr ararlsatij 
for tlir Miiw tff grollrilirfi i Iw tr^ to itwitilaift « i«iert 
rirrle li|' nrititliiig all liir frankly |mi|jlr from it* 

utitl tlieti llfiil IImsI nil tlir rrml tif l|ir worlil rtrltiifcii Jtiii 
tlwl i» inivrfty «t il« tlmiiftaliie; amt yrt from tliat 

iwtrfty * grral fir»l *if Mur litrratMrt mmI jotirii«li»«t h« 
»|intrig. Think «f tlir frightful litniiilittlititi of tlu' htiy 
llirhrti* ill tlir likckifig w«rri«»tt»r, »f«l liii lifiilying rr*riit» 
iiirnt «f ist« w«iiliti|| iiiiti to •lay tlirrr «1I m% 

« faltr fwint of gmlrrl tiwutttir. Ttiiiil of «t ««i 

willi twlra in lii# triiww, Iwauar hi* 
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the ric*h; awl that I* tlir vi-rv 

wrt of pavrrij r«tt 1^' ritr«-«l !»% whakiii^ tiff il,# 

idea»~cuttmg J«iir c«wt iirr«ir»ls!i|^ li» ymu rli*fls, «iiii nr*! 
ftccortling t» tin? cliltll t»f Vrmr fiiliirr% ,*rr*»n*| tlw 

burowL At I i««rr %*f ir^is iti 

ttioie yew, and ftimiljr slwwk llinsi nff prrtiv rt««|ilriri> * I 
cannot my tlwt I liitvt tiiiit'h r^fM-rirwrc tif r»-«| 

quite tk* eointmry.** * 

With th&t comic »prio 4 iiii»** «r|iirli «sl««i‘s f«ir 

mgmm premricatic»«, Shaw lia,» rrlatnl lliiii tluriiin thr r*®fs« 
^eaw from 18T6 to 18115 W* «tl»rfiliirr« >» litrruttirr isrllnl l»#w 
the princely mafi of txacliy «t» At flni hr ” " 

for a muiical eritic; hiit Wi wilirr# Ini to tlir «l 

all the conetrt adlf^rtiitfwflt# «nil niinwl thr |:i«|M«r ** ^ ** »ls*rli 
died—partly of rat.” II# mhu kgun m I*ky m 

Vi»o, irith tbf iftotkr tk kro rrprrtrntrfl m « 

Ah, if that pkj hut ciiily Wti fif*i.*hr«l? Iliil tir%‘rr 

riid through ttat fwllir* of «tiitwr». wfilr*.* »» 

agrti with tlw«i who etmmty hw *,» fiiflir* tif « nr*?*-® 

boy. **I wm alwaj#* forlttitalrly tm m»*'* Mr. nhmm itttrm I 
rtraarktd, “a failirt m m Iriier. All i»y tltmipi* at Art tut 
Art’i s&kf brokt downi It mm lik liaiiirwrmg tmfwnny nmU i#st« 
ahiitf of nottp.pi?r,** 

On® fin* it mo may mmttmr to klirfr him mhmt lir tril* ***, 
not only tint k wm pm^im^mh kit, tiwiirr 

Iptaking, that bt wmi in mtt iiii|K»«i!i|if « f 

foWlgn®r*«“Mt IlPlAlMttf til# Wltitt tif #il 

k has not fw« through tl*r mill, t wm . . , 

tal, wliil I mmM 0MmrH f m hml 

ttii Curated Ittf&lwimn dM mit |»ow, ..ini irl«i |»« krnrm I j 
®iiw to*t know m cIMoH btiwtt."* Bit pmwd* mmm « I 

ttllownnet f«r m grttwkg ywiii* wmo, mm m 
k lift m for mm ymm. E»»» if *# mikicli ytn ^*11^ 
mt |«m«t w# ««« m will Im ♦»« 

m 


«‘rrtjr in In* ftrithwrlicttl r«lry!«t}tma. Afirr Hliaw twfl hmiinltil 
Ihr rritir «mi his |»Ji|>rr In tin* nrntt*, Mlistiltilrlir 

rrfnmi tt> toIfMlr him rm unv U^ftm, A* thr nine* jrart firti- 
lir linti wip nrtifir nrrrufwl hf 3^tf. f#, II. Hiwi* wtiii 
hMii jn»t stnrtwl a sliort-livcit railrif (Pm tmti AU, ** tt 

lirwiighl inr fiftwn sliillitiifii. Fnll »f hw|n’ «nti gratitiitl#, I 
wrolt* A rrnllf tirilliant «mlrtl«ttt»w. Tlwit Dtir- 

ing tl»t* iwriwl. hr m’rJvrit lii« ||'i't*ntr*t fit*- -fiw |»tnuwls'---f«*r 
n jwtriit ifirAirinr ttth'rrtiwinritt, m riwinistimrr wtltirh may 
glvr raiiHjr tn Hr. Mrjrffrltl** rarly drmmrwtitin «f Hlww 
m a ** fiti t»rr«ai»fi, a |iut»li«lit*r wkri;l 

Hha* fof »«irtir wfmn t« fit ««innir nltl bWI* wliirli lir IwjI iKiwght 
ii|i fur « «rl*twl prii# ** I wrotr m parmlr »f ttir tiling' 

flip «fiil »int tl •» m joki?. iiiy •tiifirfarliiifi li#» tliiinkfti 

HI# •rriiJW»l|'» aitii |i«ttl tm fitr itiitlingi.*” 8h«w wa» m tiiiirtt 
tmtrhrcl t>j Ih# gift i»f §m sWIlitig* f«f lii« Ifial tir wrnt# 

thr grtt»rf»ili piiblwlitr « trr» fi»r atnilfirr jiirttir«*. 

With ltw» •lEflllng w««ll tl«t tlir ptiltlislirr tiiiil ft a* a jtAp lit 
i|ilritioi»tifc t«»trf I« It mny wiitiiElrr tli«l rurfrr » 

» ¥rr»ifh''r ftliriipllj rfnlrfl? 

Tt»*< «f tlir wrtiatir whirti Hltaw put* in 

tlir iwmitli «if Jtitm T«fwrr--»tt wtiirli Mr, lli»tn?rt 

I^irainr fttnl* tii »iti«rk tiiitrr «>f stiania limit iif 
k a rynimi and diwtortrtl pirtiirr *1 l»il. And yrt it gww^ 
«s ft rrfwrl«l of itir »hirti HIteiw hliiiiflf 

drliferfftlrlj ** Tlw triir aflltl*** Tftfifirr rottl« iiHi 

** will lt*t III* wif# liw rlillilmi go tMft»fnol, liw 

Btothtf dnnige fm W* lining at i^vrnt^, nmtmf work 

ftl mijtliitig titit tili Aft, To wttffttii h# It half vivl.-wrlor, Iwlf 
tawpirr. Hr gfl* intii inliittitr rriation* witli ll«n tii 
tli«n, til •trip ill# tn»«fe tif rontmtiim fnm ttwin* In *iir|ir$*r 
thtir iniwiit Inowing limt hmp tli# powrr t» nmm 

tiii dw^pNwt erwaliff t»n#rgi«i« to r#«r«© him fwiii tii* rnld 
to ifiafe© hlfii wp fwitifii aiid drfiiin drfftiiw, to iiwplr# Itiiii* «* h# 
mlh It. Ilf |»rin»fl« wmmm tlwt tl^y timf dto thi« f»r llwlr 
WB fmrpw*, «rt»ll»t li« rtiilli itifutii ll»ft tii tin It for liii.** 
Aftrr mttuwpti ** lo mm m hom^ living/* 8t»w pit# 

«p trying to rowniit tlml «!» agmiii'it hli nmlnr#, «• h# jpwtJ It# 
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His last attempt was in 1879, we are told, “ when a company 
was formed in London to exploit an ingenious invention by Mr. 
Thomas Alva Edison—a much too ingenious invention, as it 
proved, being nothing less than a telephone of such stentorian 
efficiency that it bellowed your most private communications all 
over the house instead of whispering them with some sort of 
discretion.” His interest in physics, his acquaintance with the 
works of Tyndall and Helmholtz, and his friendship with Mr. 
Chichester Bell, of which mention has been made, gave him, he 
asserts, the customary superiority over those about him which 
he is in the habit of claiming in all the relations of life. While 
he remained with the company only a few months, he discharged 
his duties in a manner, which, according to his own outrageous 
and comically prevaricative assertion, “ laid the foundation of 
Mr. Edison’s London reputation.” 

After this experience, he began, as he says, to lay the founda¬ 
tions of his own fortune “ by the most ruthless disregard of all 
the quack duties which lead the peasant lad of fiction to the 
White House, and harness the real peasant boy to the plough 
until he is finally swept, as rubbish, into the workhouse.” Ear 
from being a “ peasant lad,” who climbed manfully upward 
from the lowest rung of the social ladder, he was in reality the 
son of a gentleman who had an income of at least three figures 
(four, if you count in dollars instead of pounds), and was second 
cousin to a baronet. “ I never climbed any ladder: I have 
achieved eminence by sheer gravitation; and I hereby warn all 
peasant lads not to be duped by my pretended example into 
regarding their present servitude as a practicable first step to 
a ,celebrity so dazzling that its subject cannot even suppress his 
own bad novels.” 

Shaw seems intent upon convincing us that, like the artist of 
his own description, he was an atrocious egotist in his disregard 
of others; but we must take his confessions with the customary 
grain of salt. “ I was an able-bodied and able-minded young 
man in the strength of my youth; and my family, then heavily 
embarrassed, needed my help urgently. That I should have 
chosen to be a burden to them instead was, according to all the 
conventions of peasant fiction, monstrous. Well, without a blush 

44 ) 



U)NIM>N 


I riiil>r*rril Ihr . | ilJ*! imt tlirtiw riiywlf into flit 

•Inigi^lr fur lifr . I llsrrw my iiiutiirr it. I wm licit « ilA# 
III iiiV fttllwr’s «il 4 «||r: I liiitfn *»ri In Ins r»iii| taiii, lili rwwmrtl 
wm t« t»vr ju»l Itfttn r«ini|jls In rrmt « n*%*irw «f &t llw'ir 
iilly finvrls wrilirfi «$ »« tflitriin- jrntriw} hy « prmm«l fri«flil 
€>( iisy iiW'fi I«»»«! rjtijfiriii iri litrifitiirr urn Mf. 

Ht»lirrt»»«| prrigiiritJn mr t« «ntir r^lrist m rtitisiilrriililf 
aylhur. I t|jt«l, tlial ll»* m IwiHlsriiiir rr«‘»rff, tmf 

iH’tlrr wfirtli lliflfi rt tiirr iwsiamii fri»m » iliittful «w 

»triig||li«g akiitlily f**r hi* Iirriitl m m%mv swnfid tr»4e. 

«»r ti«t, it the «i»lf rrltirn |ir rvrr Iwil for tb« 
litllr in'tisMin lir- rtwlrivni l« ri|»«ft IrrkntI fur hi« f*rnilj, 

Mj tiitilbrr rriiiftirrrfl it t»¥ «iri«in’iii|f m brr rlilrr yr«r» it tbf 
ifl of isiti*ir •litrli *ltr li««i ip tirr |tfiR» frwit for lovt. 

H ftflilf tct u it. t*rfHi|r *fiiic|rrrf| ml my iwnrllr-mnm*I 

0 ttr fMiiiig *ntl rtiw^ttllr kilt IimI tbr In- rrmi»«str«tf 

ofiniif afiil willi liit*, * for tlir wiiirh,* »t IVfif* 

of tip* *lfr W'lirt frfi|»r«i lit* * I titil 

Itrr.* r«liriii» «• riiiwii* Iti ni»f«l |«lilib, t ft|r«lily wftitr my iti? 
p«gr« m liny «ti»t tti»ik « in»ii iif iwy^lf (»t wy ex-’ 

!»«»♦*I «f m 

In III# r«n.*tlttik«| t|» twin imi 

itaiirt* nf tti* rirlira, TIi** ««ti tif ftii w%- 

l^rirnrc rmiiip to |» IIip tirgrnl nrwt .niiii tilijrri of |tt* lifr. 

lit* rrrm^nmmt « liiglipf iltiiy llimn itwrrfy rartiing Wa liting; 
il» fiiliiiiiPlil «f liii t||itltyi.|*| t|f til I'ieritittr 

« *fitrr. Ill thm muthp l» tWlr«t# all Itip |wwrr* In tliK> mrl iif 
itif’i?X|lW‘«»kifl, ilf* Isl|ikil«tliif| «f lii» »tr»f|gr Wiiftt*; ,%lt 
motlwf nftirlwl Ciir fti| iitiiig mf llwt it 

Bi| iltity to wiifl fiir l^f»; lliffrfwriB, talr oW ymf li«l t« lirr 
mkI * 

Altlitnigfc it *«* n ** fri^iilftil wE|iir^p» ** at titiir»» Hli«w mm 
»#t wkilly ilrtlilt#!#, A *tiit of ri'rttifiil rlollif* «tMi I hr knurk 
ef pkyifig « *■* •t»pb «rr«tfip«#iiii»'«t mt a%lil itiofr rt»figrjtn«i||y 
te « ii»*t mtmtmm** liiiti ** tor a flifiil tear 

*fl# Xmt, tmftm to af !», 

W. f. 







this time, the day wm to comc’ in which he ihriidd rmp thf 
wward for his critical knowledge of art and rntwir, for the 
rare and individual style which he was «bwly prrferttiig. 

To the student of Shaw as the the highwayinan 

who “held up^* so many diflfemil fonm of art —lli chief in¬ 
terest of this period is to Ik* found in the fiw novtb which hi 
wrote during the five years from lWt$- to avtwigi of 

one a year. His first novel, written in llfft, and called, “ with 
increilew fitness** as Shaw says, fwwoltnVf, wa* never pulr* 
lishcd; and we are told that even the rata were uftahlt to 












mm 


From a pholo by\ 


[TTindou) <t Grove. 


SHAW AT THE AGE OF TWENTY-THREE 


From a photograph taken in London, July 4th, 1879 
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it. George Meredith, the novelist, who was a reader and literafy 
adviser for the publishing firm of Chapman and Hall, London, 
from I860 to 1897, rejected the manuscript of Immaturity, sans 
phrase —quickly disposing of it with a laconic “ No.” The 
remaining four have all been published, in magazines and in 
book-form, either in England or America. Shaw “ turned them 
out,” one each year, with unvarying regularity and also with 
unvarying result: refusal by the publishers- That six pounds 
which Shaw earned in nine years must certainly have gone a 
long way—as postage stamps. 

Mr. Shaw has carefully explained to us why his works were 
refused by publisher after publisher. And I find no reason to 
question his explanation to the effect that it was the world-old 
struggle between literary conscience and public taste. The more 
he progressed towards his own individual style, and ventured 
upon the freer expression of his own ideas, the more he disap¬ 
pointed the “ grave, elderly lovers of literature.” As to the 
regular novel-publishing houses, whose readers were merely on 
the scent of popularity, they gave him, we are told, no quarter 
at all. “ And so between the old stool of my literary conscien¬ 
tiousness and the new stool of a view of life that did not reach 
publishing point in England until about ten years later, when 
Ibsen drove it in, my novels fell to the ground.” 

We may omit for the present any discussion of the validity of 
Mr. Shaw’s claims as a “ fictionist.” But the story of the cir¬ 
cumstances under which the novels finally found their way into 
print is certainly worthy of narration. It was in 188S that 
Henry George, by a speech during one of the public meetings 
at the Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, London, fired Shaw 
to enlist, in Heine’s phrase, “ as a soldier in the Liberative War 
of Humanity.” * About this time a body, styling itself the 
Land Reform Union, which still survives as the English Land 
Restoration League, was formed to propagate Georgite Land 
Nationalization. The official mouthpiece of this body was called, 
if memory serves, the Christian Socialist, which did not last 
long, owing, as Shaw said, to a lack of Christians. Shaw made 

*0/. Chapter IV., The Fahim Society. 
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a number of lifelong friends through his connection witli this 
organijxation, which he joined soon after its formation. C’hief 
among these may be mentioned James Leigh Joynes, Sydney 
Olivier and Henry Hyde Champion; other acquaintances were 
two Christian Socialist clurgymen—Stewart Headlam and 
Synies of Nottingham. Shaw and Symea frequently indulged 
in wordy warfare over the respective merits of Socialism and 
Land Nationalixatiun as universal panaceas for social evils. 
Symea argued that Land Nationalization would settle every¬ 
thing, to which Shaw ckvexdy and characteristically replied, as 
he once told me, that if capital were still privately appropriated 
Symes would remain “ the chaplain of a pirate sliipj’ Xt is proof 
of Shaw’s fundamental Socialism that he still regards this as 
a very fair description of tine position of a clergyman under 
our present system. 

Through his association witli James Leigh Joynes and the 
Salt family it is not difficult to trace Shaw’s initial feeling for 
Shelley, and the origin and growth of his humanitarian and 
vegetarian principles. At this time Joynes had just been de¬ 
prived of his Xiton post because he had made a tour in Ireland 
witJi Henry George and been arrested with him under the Coer¬ 
cion Act by the police, who did not undorstajul Land Nation¬ 
alization and supposed the two to be emissaries of the Clan na 
Gael. Henry Salt, another ICton master, to whom Jaynes* sister 
was married, was not only, like Joynes, a vegetarian, a hunjani- 
tarian, a Bhclleyan, but a X)o Quinceyite as well. Being a born 
revolutionist, he loathed intern; and as soon as he had saved 
enough to live with a Thoreau-likt simplicity in a labourer’s 
cottage in the country, he threw up his post and shook the tlust 
of Eton from his feet. In company with Joynes, Shaw visited 
the Salts once before they left Eton. It is interesting in this 
connection to read an absurdly amusing description, written by 
Shaw, of his first visit to them in the country at Tilford—an 
article entitled A JSimday m Surrey 

There were no children in the farndy; and one of Shaw’s chief 
amusmtents while visiting the Salhi wm to play endleii piano- 

• Til© pm Malt am4tt0, April tSth, 188S. 
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forte duets with Mrs. Salt, on what he called “-the noisiest grand 
piano that ever descended from Eton to a Surrey cottage.” 
Salt found his metier, not in Socialism, but in humanitarianisra. 
He founded the Humanitarian League, of which he is still secre¬ 
tary. This association of Shaw with the Salt family eventuated 
in close and warm mutual friendship. Many were the visits 
Shaw paid them at this time and in later years. It was in the 
heather on Limpsfield Common, during his visits to them at 
Oxford, that he wrote several of the scenes of his Flays, Pleasant 
and Unpleasant. 

In this association may be discovered the real link between 
Shaw and the Humanitarians. For twenty-five years Shaw 
was a “ cannibal,” according to his own damning verdict. For 
the remainder of his life he has been a strict vegetarian, pro¬ 
fessing his principles with a comic force equalled only by the 
rigour with which he puts them into practice. While the most 
of men in their boyhood have walked about with a cheap edition 
of Shelley in their pockets, it is a tiresome trait in Shaw, 
someone has slightingly remarked, that he has never taken this 
cheap edition out. Shelley it was, certainly, who first called 
Shaw’s attention to the “ infamy of his habits.” And it is also 
true that Shaw has never discarded his vegetarian principles, 
never repudiated Shelley’s humane views and ideals of life. “ It 
may require some reflection,” Shaw once wrote, “ to see that high 
feeling brings high thinking; but we already know, without 
reflection, that high thinking brings what is called plain living. 
In this century the world has produced two men—Shelley and 
Wagner—in whom intense poetic feeling was the permanent 
state of their consciousness, and who were certainly not re¬ 
strained by any religious, conventional or prudential consid¬ 
erations from indulging themselves to the utmost of their 
opportunities. Far from being gluttonous, drunken, cruel or 
debauched, they were apostles of vegetarianism and water- 
drinking ; had an utter horror of violence arid ‘ sport ’; were 
notable champions of the independence of women; and were, in 
short, driven into open revolution against the social evils which 
the average sensual man finds extremely suitable to him. So 
much is this the case that the practical doctrine of these two 
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arch-volupluaritii .alwnvh prrMuts itwif tit Mrtlinarir |H*r*ntim 
a saintlike ttstH’tu'iiiiH.” * 

At the thue of the rimtuni intimaev of iloviii »», a 

the SaltH, aiul their uohesitntht|^ iij»|tr»>vrtl «iul H«hn»r«tjon 
ShcllfJ, early in the einhtien, vegetnriiMs i'r}»taurnitt^ hr^att to 
o^tahliNhed here and there throiinhotit the eiHmfrv. 'rhrw sn 
tered rcHlaijranti*, Mr. Simw oner remarked in eontitTtnm w, 
hin own eonverhioii to the faith of Shrllr\i ” iiwdr \r||ctn,rj(i 
iwn poHiihle for a man too |,Mior to be rnterrd for.” t It 
liardJj open to dcjuht that, while Shrlhy fii d ealfetl Hhai 
attention to vegetarinnwiu it doyiies «iid Salt W'ho ft; 
confirmed him i« the Iwllef, which iHvaiin- solulifirtl ti; 
a hard»and"fMftt prineiple, that ” the mofiiiitj of rating \ 
Bcorched corpw« of aidinak '-riymibttlwiit with lierwir di 
omitted—becomes impossible the montmt it Im-omr# ciin^eioiti 
mislead of thoughtlcH^ly habitual,** 

Another memlK-r of thi* rtdrrir, in W'lih’li there was no inii 
tion of Henry Heorge and Karl Mari* init « gfral deal 
Walt Whitman and Thoreaii* waa the now wrtlln«*n Social 
and ftiitiior* Kdward (arpeister, w}n»c Hnwoern 

and other wurkii are n faithful rrlirs. of the inaii. It la-rai 
the habit of these early a|H»tlet of the lifr**' to 

KandalK; (’arpenter even wore \m out of dmir». H*- had tau^ 
the iweret of their inanyfaeturr t« « workwaii of Ids 

Millthorpe, a village near Hhrfflehh W'lwre hr r«*»«lrd. N 
nnftttmgly* the twbitiial wearer of nm'i-mtmt tarfu-nlrr* vi 
always calletl The Koble Hiivage by the niriMt»rr*. of llii» r« 
genial and delightful cireie. Tl»r ti«d*y grand piano gr 
noiiiior than ever when Bhaw ami (‘arpenter vi«itril tlir Balt^ 
Carpenter, like Shaw, rtvelling in pianofork duel* with M 
Ball. 

The death of Joyne* wm a great gritf to the^ rloie frieiri 

• Tii of tA# P-kmforl*. Iw tii» P»rtmi§kilg Ptbrm 

1894. 

tMr. a«w*s wnfmloM In regard to hi* rl««^ fwwtt ** mnntWtii 
to wgetartatttan are per)w|^ best glwi In m art Pie In lIN* Pall M 
aorntto tor Jmmrj Mdb «aitW* Fmi^m «/ immt V0m§mrk 
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CMpccially to SImw. I am convincedi that thcwf mordantly 
irH'iiivt* and penetrating attack« whieh Hhaw» in after life, made 

upon nuKkirii Murgery and modern medicine find tlieir anlmui in 

hi» reMentment of the manner td .JoyncH' death, (!eirtam paa- 
»age« from The PhUanderer ami 'The Cmifliet of Sckfw§ o«l 
Cimmtm Smm tlmn become more huinnnly comprehensible. The 
literary activities of this circle, so sadly broken u() by the death 
of Joynw, were by no mean« confinwl sttlely to Carpenter and 
Shaw. JoyncM hinwelf kft a volume of excellent traUMlattons 
of the revolutionary songs of the (Jermun revolutiouistH of 1848 
—Herwegh, Fnaligrath and othern,* Salt, whom Shaw has 
oceaaionally quoted, has putdished several tuouographs, his 
tftitea and predileetums revealing themselves in the names of 
Shelley, James I’homson, JefFries and Dc Quineey. 

The Bcicialisl revival of the eighties is responKitde for the final 
publication of Bhiiw^s novels. A» long ns he kept sending them 
to llw publishers, they were a« «afe from publicity m they 
would have been in the ftre,** But a» soon as he flung them aside 
ai failurea, with a strange perveraity, ** they almost jnstanlly 
began to ihow ligni of life.” Among the crop of propagandist 
magaxints which accompanied tlw Socialistic revival of the 
eighties wa* one ealled not the pnwnt paper of that 

namt, but one of ibe many ** To-Days which are now YcMier- 
days,” It wa* printed by Henry Hyde Champion, but there 
were ieveral joint wiilor», of brief lentw, among whom were 
Bdlfort Bai, tht welbkmiwn Socialist, and James I#c‘igh Joynes. 
Although publiihing hii noveb in thi« magm^ine, which it 8wm« 
paid nothing for contributions, ” a matter of no more 

coniequence than itufllng «o many winihw‘pnne« with them,” 
Shaw nevcrthele«« offered up Jin Umarkd tSaekiUst and (\tshel 
Byr&n*M Frofemtm on this unstable altwc of his political faith.t 

* Far « brief aai iUwmlnatiw l»top*»ph!e«t »k.tteh of Jaiiws I 
Joyaw, rompaiv Sbaw'i review of bl« bmA, of « Bteo/sHwaary 

Bpofh, In the Poii Mmli Ommtlf. April Wth. tnm 

f Hw flr*l teatalmmt of ttmooUl HoeUiM In T»-/>ay, a 

^moatbly wafartoi of SWentiflt* Ikwlsllwmy New flertei, Vol I. {January- 
3wm, ll»4L Mareb nawber, pp. Tlw final ln«tttknent «|i|wttwl 

In New Swiiw, Voi 11., »f th# wme m«p»*lne (July-IVermlwp, IWH), 
Dtoembtr number, pp. Ma-dtO. Ttw novel wpi-warwl under Hh«w*« num, 

Bl 
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With one noteworthy exception, there were no vjHi!)Ie re.Hiilts 
from the serial publications of these two novels. Shaw’s novels, 
not uncharacteristically, appeared in inverse order of eomptmi- 
tion; and number five, Afi Uruiadal SocMikt, made vHhaw ac¬ 
quainted with William Morri.s, an act|uaintance which, as we 
shall see, ripened later into genuine and sincere friendship. To 
Shaw’s surprise, as he tells us, William .M<)rris hati been reading 
the monthly instalments with a certain relish - a pnmf to Shaw’s 
mind “ how much easier it is to please a great man than a little 
one, especially when you share his politics.” 

Another propagandist magazine, created after the passing of 
To-day, and called Our Corner, was published by Mrs. Annie 
Besant, with whom Shaw had iH'come acquainltal abind the time 
he joined the Fabian Society. ** She waa an incorrigible Im*«C“ 
factress,” Shaw says, “ and probably revenged herself for my 
freely expressed scorn for this weakness by cl rawing on her 
private account to pay me for my jejune novels,” to this 
time, all Shaw’s literary productions smned to haw the deadly 
effect of driving their media of circulation t«> m early grave. 
After The Irratiorml Knot and Lox>€ Among the Artkt/t had run 
through its pages in serial form, Our Comer likewise «uccumb«i 
to the inevitable.* 

To Shaw’s expressed regret, Cashel Byrmk Pn^fesskm found 
one staunch admirer at least This wm Henry Hyde C!hampion, 
who had thrown up a commiasion in the Army «t the call of 
Socialism. This admiration for Bhaw’t rmliatir i*sc|>oi«re of 
pugilism—Mr. Shaw once told me that he alwaji conisdered 
admiration of Cashel ByrmCs Profesekm the mark of a ford! 

and Is marked at the close (page 6Tfl), ♦‘The End/' and dale*! betwalh* 

“ London, 1883,” the date of composition. Cmh«t Hf rtm*« Pfnf*»t{r*n ran in 
the some magorJne through the yeart I8M and IWd, tseginoing in Mm* 
Series, Vol. HI. (Januftry-,Iune, 18M), April rminbcr, pp. iW-liO, and 
concluding In Vol V. (Januaty-dune, March nnwher. pp. g| *», 

* Th» Irratioml Kniit, began in Vol. V. (danuary-duM* pp. 

nm through Voh, VI., VIL and VIIL, and wm conelwiwl in V«l. IJC. 
(ilanuary-June, 1887), ending on page 8i. Lms Amm^ tkf Artlsti f*jpwi»cl 
In Vol. X. (July-Dcccmber, 1887) of the Mine nm 

Vol. XL, and was concluded In Vol. XU. «»), im p«p« 

352. It is marked at the close (page 850), Bad, IWt *-4^ 

date of composition. 
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Imtl viTy ustHJu*nt<ni» ronsri|UfiuH**. it Iwii 

uii uni’i’gfiuTiilr iuklv for ” #t pu^niiciau* survival 

of luH aluliriiLHl ncljttittnrv. IL* likftl ‘ (‘nshrl Bjrcjtt ' m Hiudt 
tlwt hr »luri'otj|)wl llu.' pni^vn of '/*« /io// whirh it tifC'UpintL 
iintl in «piH* of luy rrnumstnaitn'n, hurU'tl tm I hr uisirkrt a, itiii* 
Mlwprn wlhllinn rdilitoi, *My frirn«L Mr. Wllliiim Arrlwr, re- 
virwrti it proiJiim’ully; the Sniurtltti/ Htriai', always susi-rplihle 
In thoj»r tlay* to thr arts of nrlf th-fnuv, tifir5C|H‘rtr<Uy drrlnml 
it tlir novrl of thr anr; Mr. W. K, Ilrnlry wnntwi to Imvr it 
driOU»ti:i«rtl; Strvrnnun wrotr a h ttrr about it . . . ; tfir othrr 

pttprra l»a»tily wrarrhril thrir waslr jHi|trr bn»krt% f«u* it niiut 
rrvirwrtl it* inontly riittirr di^H|>|>oiiitrilly ; thr inibltr ptvsrrvrd 
itM t*oin|io»urr ttiul i!i*l not »rrrn ttt rarr.** *rbi« Irttrr tif Strvrii 
g««*« to Willinin Arrbrf** wnttrn «t Hnrnimr Lakr in tbr wiritrr 
of IHHl-tin vimtitim roiiip very mtermtm^ rritir»tn* ns a t|tiottt" 
tbn will show. 

Wli«l am 1 to nay? I Imvr mnl your frirml’* Iwok 
with singiikr rfh»h. If hr l«a w-ritlrn any othrr, 1 heg you 
will Irt mi? it i ami if hr has not, I hrg him to hwr mt 
timt* tti »n|*-plyi«|i; tht* ilrtirtritry. It is full «f iiromisr, hut 
I #h«ylil likr to know l«» agr. Thrrr »irr lliiii||B in it that 
an? vrry c’irvrr, to whirh I iiltarh no im|Hirtaiirr i it is thr 
alwifw? of thr «gr. Ami thrrr «rr inistag**** partiiniUrly 
tht* rally in thr prrsrnrr of thr 7.«lu Kii)|C» that show 
IC*'iiulnr »ml rtmiAfkahlr imrralivr tiilrnl « iHlmi that few 
will h»vi? thr wit to nnt{rr»t«ml* » tulrrit of strrngilii «{isrit, 
raparity* ■•uffieirnt «mi »uf!lrirnt *r!f»*«rriirr» whirh 

k*t lltr rliirf |K»inl in a narriitivr.** 

Awl *t tin? mil of hi» nr*l Irttrr tn Mr. Arrlwr (Frhrunry, 
hr ««yi ** Trll Shaw to hurry up. I want amithi-r.*" 
Hulthrr Shaw nor C.lwtiiipicin rarnnl miylliing from that 
ihillinp^ rtiilitin# ** whirh with ti thttti»«ml ropir*, hut 

prowl imifiort«l,** Sliiirtly «ftt*f th» flr»l nlitiow w-a* v\' 
hftuiteilf till? piihlkhlng of Wultrr Hrcitt amt t'oiiipany 

t 

• PuMWfefili In f*«rt. In f%B L»Um» »/ iK»4#rf Vot. It*. 
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placed a x'eviKcd shilling cdilinn tin the tnarktd ; and the lumk 
was also published in New York at about the sanie time (Harper 
and Brothers, New York, 1887). Breatanos, New York, 
brought out an edition in 1897, anti this was Hdhiwrd in 1891) 
by an edition of An (Jnsociul Sovialnt,'^ 

The immediate cause of these edition.s was the temporary 
interest In the works of Mr. Shaw, occasioned by .Mr. Uiehartl 
Mansfield’s notable productions of Arnni and the Man and Tht* 
DevWs DiHcipk, The puhlicattim of Phi/^, Plmsant ami i*n- 
pleusmt, In two volumc.s, by H. S. Stone and t'oinpiuiy, of 
Chicago, followed shortly afterwards. In 1904, wheji Mr, 
Daly’s production of CantUda created such a stir in America, 
Mr. Volney Streamer, of the firm of Brtmtauos, a Shaw entbusi 
ast of many years’ standing, used bis influence to have these 
two books reprinted. None of Shaw’s novels are copyright in 
America, so that be has never, it appears, rcapwl the reward 
of the moderate, although Intermittent, vogue which his lufvclif 
have enjoyed in that country. It Is a fact of ronntnjn knowl¬ 
edge that Shaw prefers to be judged by his later work; Intt 
the demand in America for tlicsc novels has lawn »o largt* that 
they are likely to be published for years yet to come. In 1889 
or 1890, it muHt have hwn, Shaw happened to notice tlwt his 
novels were “ raging in Amerien,” and that the list of book sides 
in one of the United States was headiM by a novel efititled 
A71 U?iso(nal iSociulht. In the preface to the “ Author wed Kdi 
tion ” of VaAid Bi/roids Profession, which contains the history 
of the life and deatlj (jf the novels, Mr. Shaw »ay«, ’* A« it wan 
clearly unfair that my own American publishers (II. H, Stone 
and CJompnny) should be debarnnl by delicacy lownrcls me from 
exploiting the new fiekl of derelict Action, I Iwggeil them to 
moke the most of their inheritance*, and with my full approval 
Opus 8, called ‘ Love Among the Artist* ’ (a paraphrase at the 
forgotten line ‘ Love Among the Rose* *) followeiid* t 

* The Nm York Herald contalwd the ttstment that ** taiv* 

clone a service to literature in reprinting two at Iflmw'i twvrl* Itwt are 
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This third act of Shaw’s “ tragedy,” as he calls it, is by no 
means the end of the play; as with Thomas Hardy’s endless 
dramas, the curtain may never be rung down. One might 
imagine that Shaw, the Socialist, required the patience of a Job 
and the self-repression of a stoic to enable him to restrain his 
anger over the diversion of the rewards of his talent from his 
own to the pockets of Capitalist publishers, free of all obliga¬ 
tion to the author. But he accepts his fate with breezy 
philosophy. 

“ I may say,” he wrote to Harper and Brothers (who had 
published his Cashel Byron’s Profession) in November, 1899, 
“ that I entirely disagree with the ideas of twenty years ago’ 
as to the ‘ piratical ’ nature of American republications of non- 
copyright books. Unlike most authors, I am enough of an 
economist to know that unless an American publisher acquires 
copyright he can no more make a profit at my expense than 
he can at Shakspere’s by republishing Hamlet. The English 
nation, when taxed for the support of the author by a price 
which includes author’s royalties, whilst the American nation 
escapes that burden, may have a grievance against the Amer¬ 
ican nation, but that is a very different thing from a grievance 
of the author against the American publisher.” * 

“ Suffice it to say here that there can be no doubt now that 
the novels so long left for dead in the forlorn-hope magazines 
of the eighties have arisen and begun to propagate themselves 

Co.), which contains the above-quoted remark. In the autumn of 1901, 
Grant Richards, at the time the English publisher of almost all of Mr. 
Shaw’s works, also brought out a revised edition of Cashel Byron’s Profes¬ 
sion. In the autumn of 1904 The Irrational Knot was for the first time 
published in book form by Archibald Constable and Co., Mr. Shaw’s Eng¬ 
lish publishers at present. In 1905 The Irrational Knot was published in 
America by Brentanos. 

* On publishing his Gashel Byron’s Profession, Harper and Brothers sent 
Mr. Shaw ten pounds in recognition of his moral right as an author to 
share any profits the book might yield. There were then no international 
copyright laws in force, and the works of foreign authors were not pro¬ 
tected in America. When Mr. Shaw learned that this same book had been 
republished by another American house, he sent back to Harper and 
Brothers the ten pounds, with thanks for its use, explaining that since 
the book had been republished by another firm, even his moral claim to 
recognition by the original American publishers had lapsed. 
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vigoroti.slj tijrouglioul. tlu' Nrvv World id th«‘ ruh* nf ^ (loRai:. 
and a half per ropy, frrt- of all niyalij to the llnttm-d ntifhor.’** 
lie begH for abKolution from blanu' “ if tlu'Nf f\i*rt’isoa of a mw 
ap])rcnti(‘e l)reak loone again ami insist on their right to Hvo;. 
The world never did know ehalk frtnn ehee-M* in the »uuUor of* 
art; and, after all, Hinee it k only the young and old wIkj hiiv< 2 ; 
time to read' - the rest being tt»o huny living my exondni-H 
be titter for the market than my nmsterpieeeHd* 

In 1HH3, when the Iasi of the novels ot' Iu'm mmagt' wuk ooiu— 
pleted, Shaw was still striking in the ilark. lie hud nut jet 
found the opening into the light* the portid giving otd frtnn tho 
Htutfy world of inmginative lying into the great world t)f real 
Iif{‘“-«a life of pleasurable aetivity* strenmnw endenvcHir* and 
higii achievement. He found his way out by following nn inwint- 
ont summcms—the clarion call of Henry George. Atnl when, 
having doffed the swaddling clothes of rtmmnee, ho enu^rged 
from the dim retreat of hi« imaginatitm* it was to fintl luinsolf 
standing in the da5!2'.ling light of a new day the day tif Social¬ 
ism, of tha Fabian Society, and—of Georgt* Bernard Hhaw. 



^ 9 Af-Jl JL Ift3^ JIL 


“ I^ondian wm not ri|w far tm> Nor wm I riji# for I^mdon, I wm In 
an lm|K}«IW» |w»Stlon. I wm n foreigner an Irl»hn»an, tjw mewl forvifn 
lit nil fowiftwri wtmi l»n tws not ipjiti* through tUn t University mill. I wfti 
, . . not hut* nnfortunutrly, wh«t I knrw wm «at*tly wlmt 

tlK* edwfttrd EngUshtimn itkln't know or ttidii'l Iwlieve.**— B»rmrd 
»n /»f»»#»», In TA« Vhap-'timkt Nav««lM»r, IliM}, 






CHAPTER III 


A S a young man of twenty-four, Bernard Shaw began to 
evolve a moral code. He perceived in those phases of 
contemporary existence which either intimately touched his life 
or daily challenged his critical scrutiny, a shocking discrepancy 
between things as they are and things as they should be. He 
has never been a “ whole hogger,” like Pope or Omar Khayyam: 
he neither believed that whatever is is right nor wished to 
shatter this sorry scheme of things entire. The arch-foe of 
idealism, he paradoxically prefaced his attack by hoisting the 
banner of an ideal. Shaw has spent more than a quarter of a 
century in formulating his ideal, in attempting to concretize his 
individual code into a universal ethical system. 

Let us not fall into the crass error of supposing that Shaw 
has never come under the spell of the fascination of idealism 
and romance. Shaw the realist paid his toll to Romance before 
the moral passion ever dawned upon his soul. Just as Zola 
always boro the brand of Hugo, just as Ibsen worked his way 
through romance to real life, so Shaw found his feet in realism 
only after tripping several times over the novels of a romantic 
imagination. Shaw’s novels are the products of a riotous and 
fanciful imagination, if not, as he dubs them, the compounds 
of ignorance and intuition. In a celebrated discussion with Mr. 
W. H. Mallock, we have Shaw’s frank confession: 

“ We are both novelists, privileged as such to make fancy 
pictures of Society and individuals, and to circulate them 
as narratives of things that have actually been; and the 
critics will gravely find fault with our fictitious law, or our 
fictitious history, or our fictitious psychology, if we depart 
therein from perfect verisimilitude. Why have we this 
extraordinary privilege? Because, I submit, we are both 
natural-born tellers of the thing that is not. Not, observe, 






vulg/U' inip<>si{)rs who lu* for inotivr'. of g^nin, to «*\tort 
aliHH, tt) (‘oncrnl or t'xrusr jltsrn dituhh* fiirt** in our isi itorv, 
to glorify oursi'lvt'.s, {i» furilitutt* tin* nhIo of n hoi>»i% or to 
avoi<l unph'usnntnfss. All luununity litHkr thid, nuur or 
Jt'fiK. JJul Mr. .Mallork ninl I Jn-Ioji^ tti tho'»** who lir for 
the nluTr love of lying", who for-iike t vi'r\thing fur it, 
wIh) put into it luht^ritniN; e?itrn tourhe.H of art f»ir whit'h 
thei’e iH no I'xtru pay, wlnj.^e whole life, if it w»-re luoketl 
into ckwly enough, wuuhi he ftniinl to have tieen «pent 
more in tlie worhl of fietion than ttf rrulity.” ^ 


Shaw haa aomewhere plaeetl on reronl hin lumst tlmt such 
msight aa he had hi eritieisin wa« due to the fart timt he ex- 
haunted ronianticiHin before he was ten yvnm ttid. “ Your ptip' 


of fiction by writing down the history of niy iniitginrd life, 
dueln, battlesj love-affaira with qumw luid idh 'riiry »ny that 
man in embryo in fUiceeHsIvely a fish, ft bird, a nninirnal, tt«d so 
on, before he developw into a man. Welt, poimlar tmvrhwriting 
is the fisli stage of your Jonathan Swift. I have never been 
so dishonest as to sneer at <nir ptipiilar novrli»t«. 1 oner wrtii 
on like that myself. Why tloes the hnaginativi* man always end 
by writing comedy if only he has also a .M*ii«e of rni lily? ilefirly 
because of the Mtupendous irony of the ronlrnut hrlwent his 
imaginary advenlnrcM uiul hin real eirrumstanre* atnl |Kiweri, 
At night, a eontpiering hero, an Admirable tVirliton, « Don 
Juan; by day, a cowardly little brat ruffed by bi« nur^e for 
stealing lumps of sugar. . . . *My real nninr,” be added, ** m 
Alnaschar,” f 

As a matter of fact, Slmw has antiripatwi hb exhtuiatiim of 
romanticism by some seventeen years. It w$m not untit hr fbi’ 
ished the novels of his nonage tliat he could Ju*tly imast of 


* On Mr. MaUoak's Pf(tpog§^ Trump*/: In llw Portuigkttg 

E 0 vi 0 v}, April, 1804. 

t Iflio r Am, emd tFAol | Think. Fart 1. In tte €fmAU M»y 

1 HI. 10A1 ' •' 








TIIK NOTOTJST 

having ** worked olT lhah romantici.sni which nlvvaji appears 
to be laleid. in everj crentivc imagination in the itage of 
Incipiency. Hememher what Hleven.sorj \\rott‘ to William Archer 
of Ca^hti Bjt/ronM Professhn: 

** Ah a wlnde, it in (of courKt*) a fc'ver dream of tJie rnoit 
feverish. . . . It is all mad, ma<l and deliritniHly delight* 
ful; the author has a tante in eljivalry like* Weilte'r Scott’s 
or Dumas’s, and then he elauhn in little IuIh of Socialism; 
lie Hours away em the* wings of tin* remnudie grifftm • even 
the gritfon, ns he* eleaven air, Hlmutijig with laughter at the 
nature of the* epiesl and I he’Iie*Vf In liJM heart he thiiikn 
he JH lahemring in a epiarry of stdid grujiite rimliKni. 

** It is this that makes me the most hardemed fulvisor 
now esctnnt-' slniul haek and ht>ld tny |)eaee. If Mr, Shaw 
is below five-nnd'twenty, let him go hw path; if hei is 
thirty, he had best Ik* tohl that he is a romatdic, and pursue 
nnnance with his eyes open; perhaps he kncjws it; God 
knows l—my brain is softental.** ♦ 

It ii all very well for Shaw to say that he used Bixet’a Curmm 
as a safety valve for his romantic impulses. But the testimony 
of his own novels flatly contrntliets his eomplaeent assertion 
that he was romantic enough to have come to the end of romance 
laffore he began to create in art for himself. 

These novels, in spite of their youthful rimianficisan, never- 


and anarchic young man, with a knack of kmi olwervation anti 
teiwf* protraiture, striving to give voire to and interpret the 
ipirit of the century. When someone, in iuggested that 

Shaw wait of course, a follower of Bwen, Shaw replied with a 
grt»t ihow of indignation; ** What I / a follower of Ihscn! lV!y 
good «ir, a« far a* England is cunremiHi, Ibien is a follower 
of mine. In llHiO, when I was only twenty-four, I wrote a book 
calk'd * Tltw Irrational Knot,* which rcfails nowaflays like an 
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Ibscnitc novel.” Anti in the po.ntsrript t« the prefftef its the 
new edition of thiit novel, after having' tirelnred wit It fftinilinr 
Shavian wilinewH in the prefnee that he ** etutldti’l ” hi» 

own book, he mnke.s a Mnhlen bow/n-rm-wra/ n*» follow.: Sinee 
writing the tihove I have Itutked throttgii the proof-Hhi etH of 
thus book, and foniul, witli atnue neee>H of rr».peet for inv ytudh, 
tliat it Ih a fietion of tiie first order. . . , If is enie tjf fhoM* 

fictionH in which the morality i*. tiriginal and lod ready mntle, 
. . . I seriously suggest that ^ ""riie Irmtitninl Kind * may Ih* 
regarded as an early attempt on the part of the lih* forci* to 
write ‘A Doirs House ’ in Fmglihlt hy the i«st rumrntuhfy of 
a very immature writer aged twenty four. And tlnmgh I nny 
it that should not, the choice was not »ucli a had :shot for a 
stupid instinctive force that has to work and hreoim- ron^iritJiiH 
of itself by means of humati brains.” 

With all its iinnmturity, 7*^ Imitkmnt Knui mnhntlitedly 
in the ‘‘tone of our time.” It is the ill chosen title, however, 
rather than the contents wduch recalls Nora and 'ror%‘Ald. The 
institution of tnnrriage is not shown to !k' irrational; Shaw”'< 
shafts were niined at the code of socinl morniity widrlt rentiers 
marriages such ns the one described inevitable faiturr*. Shaw 
not only seeks to expo.se tlie fatal itteon»tft.te»rfe« rsf this ^oeia! 
code, hut also damns the feeble shain^ with whieh Societv at* 
tempts to Ijolster uj» those inetinsistenrie*. 

Endowed with much of the ltluntm‘?i« of Il{«nt«ehli, htil with 
an added sensitiveness, the “hero” of thi* novrl may la* de* 
scribed ns the crude and n.‘pelJent prototype of the later .Shavliin 
males. Believing more in force than in aii'oir fairt, in Imitnl 
amccrity than in conventional graces, ronrdly stand* out for 
literal trutli anti violent tactlessness m against »n»rlal pri*prieiv 
and observance of Ic# convenanem. lie i« acting with perfect 
validity to himself when he says, in answer tt» the t|ue*tton as 
to what he is going to do about his wifi-N el«|irii}rnl with a 
former lover; “ Eat my supper. I am as hungry m « b-ar,” 
After Marian’s desertion hy her lover, (’oriolly tirge« her It* 
return to him, asstiring her that now «lie is jitst. the wife In* 
wants, since she is at last rid of ” fa»liion»Wr iwirty, «f kw 
family, her position, her principles, «ntl all the r»t of Iwr ebiini 




* \ (Hi are iaa wm\ Neci,’ Miie Kaul, Huffering him to rfpkee 
r grntlj In the ehair. 

‘ It is impossible to be too wise, cleamt,* he «aid, and un- 
litatinglj turned and left her.** 

The wtibjectH which ioKpired Hhaw*« maturer geniuH are the 


struggle for expression m thi« early work. IVhu'h uciiteneN« i« 
exhibited by tbe young man of twenty four in spying out the 
weak paints in tile armour of that corporate knave, Society.** 
When the ** high bred ** wife of the “ welf-made ** man elopes 


•ft • » r^t - 

pn‘ftervation of it« clasR diitinction* ib highest laws. Society 
j» ready enough to forgive noughw; Imt Mariufluluke Lind, in 
settingup an unblesMcd union with (’onolly’'H sbter, Mademokelle 
Lalttge Virtue, of the Bijou 'Theatre, places himself Ijeyond the 
palf. For she is iocially ** im|Hj»«ihle ** i and, eon«e<|iiently, there 








rim NOVELIBT 

** Ilrtu'fftjrlli Ihu'li* Ufginnlri i« wt'lmtie to niy hpartlfit 
detfitiitijin, I hnvi* Ijmi waiting I'vvt iince 1 knew him 
for nn rxrtise in Imtt* liiinj luul now he hiw given int* om. 
lie h ns taken pnrl like n trne pnrent* ngninwt )?ou with 
II wlf intoxientrd vtmng f<iol whom he ought to have put 
out of the haiine. He hnn toht me tti mltid my own biwiness. 
1 »hn!l he even with him for that Htnne dny. I nm iw vindie™ 
tive m fui elephant; I hide people who nre not vindietive; 
thej nre never gmiefid either, onl^v inrnpnhle of any endur¬ 
ing mnitimeiit. ... I «m tlmronghly well ^nttdletl with 
m>’»elf nlhigether; id hi»l I h«ve eoine otd of a weene 
witiicnd having forgotten the right thing to «nv!’* 

Imitgiritttifin lingers fondlj, m Mr. IlulnTt Hlnrul onee re¬ 
marked, over the »pert«ele of KHnor atnnding in the middle of 
the utiigr, three-ipiiirter* fitre to the nudienee, tmd tiring off 
tho«* ainde genrrwli»lionf» nhmd |»e«ple who nre not viridietive. 
Hh»w*» rlevernew Iwn liegnn thu» early to Iwtray himi n numher 
of tlie rlmrneters nre wnnrt, tmt tjuite unn«turnl. The ** Int- 
rmry (Iretti'grnndfidhrr'* of the presind Hhnw unerringly 
pointed md- mnny of the weak spots of Htnnety; hnt Inn fmnln- 
mentiil Hori«li»m, impntienl of rlits» di»linrttoiw nml sorinl hnr- 
rirr*, lends him oernsionnlly into rrude rnriridure. ''The h«ok*» 
greitte»t fitull heg, |«‘rh«p*, in the fitet thid his ehitrnrter* rrn-' 
ploy, not the natiirnl, tluetilr »pi*eeh of to-dny, hnt tlie «tiited 
dietion of Dunmi and Heott. 

C'tiinnionpliire m i« the rlwmeterii'-ation, Shiiw*» next novel, 
Lmw dmtmg Ih0 drihtw, i» a trart less « novel timn n eritiral 
e«»y with a pnrpiwr, in twrrntive form. Hliaw eonfwae* tluit 
he wrote Ihi* hook for the pnrjmw? of ilhwtrating ** the differ- 
wire iK’twwri th»t rnthii»}iiaro for the fine hHm whieh in-ople 
gather from rending almyt thrrn, and the gemtinr artwiir 
farulty whieh ramnd help c*r«ding, ifderprrting, or, at Ira*!, 
nwaffwlrdly enjoying miitir and pirfurri.”' 

I have often wondrr«I if it might not la* |M»f«ihlr ft»r one who 
did not know Shaw fitriimidly to ron«trwct a f|uiti* rredihle 
Inogmphy by making a rompiwitr of the jierttliarly Hhaviatt 
tjpti prwtfitrd in hii noveli and playi. Without carrying tlw 
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analogy lo I'xtrHiu-s, I think if ntriliftfily trii*- Shn%% !m'> 

one by one exhibitetl, in nttloliiio|4r»4|jhie ftuiu, tin- 

guisbing hali-niarkH of bsH intlivitlnnl aiol thru 

ac^ter. To what extent Owen Jnek »•* n «•!' Hj* sfouv 

of this period, bow graphirally, if «ru’«*if»t'nni'ilu tut*, 

revealed in thin droll original hi** tmti iittah <»f oui-iu- mid hi-, 
defence of a certain iin|nidently e\a'»|H-ratiitg fix'**-!! f u<,f 
manner in himself, is ililHetdl tti tleetdr. Shnw, loxisH flutf druk 
}H partly foumled (jii Beethoven. Ainl vet fleur i»* <tii iiisdiodth-jl 
reHcmblance between the real irishman ami the nuMgijml Wrlifi- 
man who plays the Hyde of Jack to the «lrkyli «d‘ Siiaw . 

“ G, di B.’* and (», B. H., dark is the lir^f t»f I hr “ priulrgnl 
limaticH,” He seoriis the imkntry of flu* selnmH, ^ut-vr-* nl 
mechanical niusic of nendemir origin, jib** «l ^'nimh-iir rrits- 
cisin,’* and fiercely denouiires the iifit}<|Oatrd vir»« t»f thr mn»ir«I 
organizations of Knghuid* with their old fogrvissit, tfinr row* 
ardice in the face of mwlty, their drrail of injunulion, arid 
their cringing subservience to ol»«*lr»rriit jiimI out worn tnmlrB, 
Like Shaw, Jack is always tolerant of sinrrrsti, nyw- 

pathetic with true effort, unreRtmiordly rfitfiti»t«-»iir tnrt ativ 
vital outpouring of the ereative spirit; rrliiilmg Ivniniiy 
wher( 5 ver he sees it, exposing fid%r!iomt wiirwruT hr hnir® it, 
eternally vigilant in ex|Ks»ing fraiitH and 

And yet, with all Ids offensive hrtis»i|tie«r*.», fh-rtT inl<»l«'rf*rirr, mid 
colossal self'SufReieitry, gentledomrlrd, tmnim»*nt$mlr, in 

the pn’Kence of beauty, deeply humhlr. 

Shaw once called Lmv Jwiwg thr AriistM « i8«»%rl «iih a 
purpose* Viewed from another fttanrlpoiiit, it i« 4 «f 

types, a study in temfwrAmenIs, 'flw aotlmr prmrhr* thr «rrti' 
ganee of geniui as opposed to a fal*r liiwiility $« ihr pfrm-urr «f 
great art works. The »lmtlo« arti*!, Adrbw llrrlirrl, “ 
whole days in explaining to you wlwt w tiwti «*f grintis »» und 
feela, Imowing neither the one nor the other ”, ,%|«ry Hiithrrknd 
never lurpassci mediocrity «• an artwt lirraii lirf know i* 
based upon heariiay irwtimd of iifmii exfvrririiw. Hlir in 

sharp eontroit to Madge Brailsifottl, who pitf» lire cas-e 

to Mary—Bie case, one might my, of tl# w|i» 4 * bwi ■*' If 
you don’t like your own picture*, clrf^iid ii|wn It wti mr ^Im will. 

€ 8 . 
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I Hill going to Ih‘ un aftri-HK hi'cnuKi- I think I can act. You 
an* going }{» he a painter hecutiHe j<m think jau mn*t paint.'* 
iMr, Ilnm-ker !!r<*!nre» that ,Mar_y Stitherlnini, ** Ijinplmticallj 
tieUinh ninl utterly* unHjjnpiithetie/* w Ills prime favourite in the 
utory. '* Her tn«te in tiaring colourH, her feet» Iier habit ol 
breathing heavily when arouaeil eiuotionally, her eowardiccM, her 
artistic failures, her eye-glasHes*, lier treacly sentiment -wlmt 
ft iitudy nf the tribe artistic! And truly Eriii»h withal.** The 
only otlicr noteviurthy figure in the hook i« the evasive, ehwive 
Miulenuiiselle S/.e/ynipIiva a **tndy searehing in the elownesK 
and tlelieaey of its iihservation. ^ritia ehnrmifig and piquant 
Polish piiuust, although emanating poetry and romanee, has, a« 
ahe puts it, the «mil eonnuereial " within her. She cannot 
»ee why, even if she dues love her husbiuul, she alundd therefore 
dispense with her piano priitik-el 

Ihilike the cliiiMie model for a play, thii novel Imi neither 
iMfginning, middle, nor ending; and yet it ha* many hrilharitly 
executiHl fjcenes. Who eoiild ever forget the street tight in Park, 
tilt* liiitiiortHi* ** l«vi-»cene ** lietwwn Madge Mraibfonl and 
(tweii Jack, and tin* rehearsiit, m acute in iti iatlre—flttmg 
companion'piece to Ihtf Wagner lecture in Cmhd Bgrm'i Trn- 
fgMsmnf 

It » noteworthy that Low Amm^ th^ Artut» heralds a 
fttvourite thesis of Sliaw'a-"--ifie riatural iintipathy between blood 
reitttiww • « tliesiB espoytided iiwtiiy year* later by John Tanner 
in the rather Irtulen epigram “ I suiptrl that the tables of 
r tin sanguinity have a fiatural hitsi* in a imtiirttl repugnance,*’ 
C’whcl llyriin i» always catching tiiiiwelf in the act of ahying ” 
when hin mother h iwed to throw things at him 

when he wm a laiy f IJIarichr Sttrloriui i* fpiite remly to hate 
her father «t « mnmciit** notice; no love i* lopt Iwtwmi Julia 
and (kilonri f‘raven; Vivir Warren «t»nd« out deleriiiinctlly 
against her mother** authority i and Frank, with nttu»eating 
kvity, lake* great delight in ** Jollying” hi* reprolmte father 
uj»n lilt* indisrretioni of Ids youth. Phil and Dolly arc breriJtly 
dt*rc«p€*clful of partmtal ruk; and Anne u«i*s her maudlin 
mother iw art rxcu»e to do juit whatever ihe want*. 'The 
ii purl of Sb«w*i •Itickdndffttie, and might k* regarded m 
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a mere comic motif ^ it not fur tli** “ ilrr^itiuri 

of the i'hinjyf. Atlrian ll»*rhrrt nvowsi Ins |«i\}l}Vr .Is^^likr fur |«* 
mother, hecau.w, na he affiruif*, tlirir fuitnrr* «rr 
their vieWH of life ami ihitv iiiruiiipiihlitr i«'rrt!5>». lisrv Imvr 
nothing in common. We mu-^t lakr Sha*‘’» m^slrjir,- u|njft 
incomptttibilitj of tcmiH'mmmt Iwtwrrn hiusni rrlfi!i,»ii% »ii|i ^ 
good nmnj grains of It mit e%r|j Imif Irttr rvrr^f 

mother tries It) defeal everj rlierwhrd |jn*jrrt t»f Ip-r «un% *' |iy 
sareaHinK, bj Ihreata, and* faihng lhr«\ hy i-injuirri , tlmt 
everyone’s childhood lm« iM-rn ** embillrml Ity flir «f Iii» 

mother and the ilhteitJ|»er of hi» fatlirr”, timt r^rrv 
wife soon ceases to care for him itiid tlwt hr «»»«»« tiir« hrr; 
that every man’s brother goe». to liiwr with lioo ov.-r tlw ilittamn 
of the family pro|H*rty; ami that rvrry iiwn% •*»« «rl» iti almiird 
defiance of his plans and wi»lir«. I’hr*** timigi mrr triip 
enougli to bo funny; junt enwitgli of Ifirm Imufm-n jii mil Itfr 
to give 8haw*« thesis a »«rt «f rwnir If, i» tlw 

phrases, “love k etenml,** anil ” hhwl i* lliirirf iIwh walrr/* 
rather than the fact* thrnwdv***, wliirti wwskr tlw »ruiptrla*lir 
Shaw see red. I find aomr explnnalipii «f Im %'tr» m |*«riiuft«hlr 
revolt, as a dmrimttsl, agidn«t that fK-r^sslriit •4i|»«'r9iiljmi uf 
French melodrainn- the tw4* sung. SwiMr rxplmimtmrn uf 
Shaw’s views in the matter may |w»#il»!y ia- funMJil m I hr fari« 
of his own personal eximrienre; al ttfty r«tr» Iw «firr !»iin| ilwi 
the word wiiiCHtion brought to lii« miiid four iitirrr*9t%r 
where his parents got him out of tlw *■«? fur IsaiC a 4a% 
hia campaign against flu* mo-tlerfi ’syali’m of •pmigi 

from liii rticenily ilbgu*! with wiiir-ntfirt f»r 

% the fact that “ the real cdijrrl of t|»l atslrm i» t« rrlirvr 
parents from the insiitrerttble c<im|»iny mo*! aii%i«isii« raft «f llirif 
ohildrint C-ontuuimg in tin* iwitp *tr*iii* hr 

“ Until it i« frankly rerogfukt'il lliat rlMhlrm «fr riwi- 
iances to adults occept at playful Mwniirfits, «tiii tl*#! tlw 

first social need that ftnif*# frtifti tln' t$f 

children in a coriimunity I* that Ilirrr tw mmm iiils*-- 

quftte defence of the c«wfi«ratli-r «««! *»rilrr uf »$kiH 
life against the eomfmrative nokc, racket, uotitlinr**, m- 
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vtutjss, restiessuess, iiLiuiuess, siiiiuessness, airx, ae- 
struction and mischief, which are healthy and natural for 
children, and which are no reason for denying them the 
personal respect without which their characters cannot 
grow and set properly, we shall have the present pretence 
of inexhaustible parental tenderness, moulding of character, 
inculcation of principles, and so forth, to cloak the im¬ 
prisoning, drilling, punishing, tormenting, brigading, boy 
and girl farming, which saves those who can afford it from 
having to scream ten times every hour, ‘ Stop that noise, 
Tommy, or I’ll clout your head for you.’ ” * 

With gradual, yet unhalting steps, Shaw works his way to 
those startling and topsy-turvy theories which are so delight¬ 
fully credible to the intellectuels and so bewilderingly exasperat¬ 
ing to the Philistines. In Love Among the Artists, Madge 
Brailsford’s open avowal to Owen Jack of her love for him 
gives a hint that the theory of woman as the huntress and man 
as the quarry is upon us. But quite the contrary course is taken 
in Cashel Byron’s Profession, Shaw’s next novel. Cashel Byron, 
the perfect pugilist, fights his way into the good graces of the 
“ high-born ” heiress, Lydia Carew, by the straight exhibition of 
his physical prowess. The whole book is conceived in such 
broadly satirical vein that it is impossible for me to accept it 
as anything except a boyishly irrepressible pasquinade. For¬ 
tunately, the “ little bits of Socialism that were daubed in ” here 
and there at first, were afterwards deleted; the current version 
is a novel, pure and simple, with no discoverable Socialistic thesis 
behind it. Shaw’s explanation that the book was written as an 
offset to the “ abominable vein of retaliatory violence ” that runs 
all through the literature of the nineteenth century need not 
detain us here; Shaw has made out his own case with sufficiently 
paradoxical cleverness in the inevitable preface. He spends one- 
half of his time in explaining his actions during the other half; 
and it has even been unkindly hinted that each new book of 

* Does Modern Education Ennoble? In Great Thoughts, October 7th, 
1905. 
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his fiorvPH jiU'iH'Iy ns iin i*xt‘ust> tor writin|^ nnothrr prrffK’o. 
And it stionld Ik* n'nuMiihfnnl that tlir prffnrc ttn Vmhtl litfraun 
Profesmnn wnx written wmu* eiglitmi ymra Inter timn wuw tin* 
book itHclf - niupic tiuu* for Slmw to tlevise nny excuHe for 
representing his hook n« « deliberate eljalh-nge t<» llritihh ideals. 
Suffice it to Kay tlifit n comparistni of ('ushti Itt/ran'g Prfifrxshm 
with liothtrii/ for example, will make plain the distinction 

between the realiKm niul the romance of pugilism. And while 
Byron’H exlubitioiiH of physienl prowess are the mtist *■' Innvlingly 
funny’* ineidentn in tlie book, it is ju'vertbeless tnie tlmt Sliaw 
has clone nothing to surround the ** ludde art of «/«ggcm *’ with 
any halo of fletitioiw romance.* “ Its novellyA* hk Shaw t»iiu 
self nmintains, conmstH in the fact tlmt an attempt !« made 
to treat the art of punching Keriously, am! to detach tt front 
the general elevation of moral charaeter with which the tmlinary 
novelist perainta in asKociating it.” 

The real novelty, and, indeed, the chief charm, c»f the Imok 
consists rather in the fact tlmt no attempt i» made to treat 


book’s rcahsm is veracious i the rest is the frankest tjf popular 
melodrama. What apjicals mtirc strongly to the popiibtr Iteart 
ttmn a low-born but invincible slugger fighting his way, round 
after round, to the side of a noble and fabulously wealthy 
heroine! W)mt more oracularly Adelphic in its mdcKlrnma than 
the “ finger of fate ** upon the ” hmg arm of coincidenn* ” 
directing Cashel’s mother Its the maimion of Miss Lydia Carew! 
And what an extjuisite fulfilment of podir justice- the ultimatr 
discovery that Cashel is a scion of one of the oldest cottiily 
families in England, and heir to a great «tatc! The thing tlmt 
makei the hook go, of eourae, i» its peculiarly Shavian cast - 
eomhination of wlmt Stevenson called ” struggling, overlaid 
oii.gkal talent ” and ” blooming gaacmii folly.” Shaw’t «en»r »if 
dnunatic situation continually forrdmdow* tlw? future pLy • 


*A drsttattsstten of the word, hf Mr. StwiWan* mm pr«* 

daesd with, moderste ioeewi In New York mwr^ yeaw «^i. llnkpi# 


Intereit sfcilUibod to tti# nrfi^iur’llmn tlij, n# 
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\\ right. 'I'he ftlniufitiiug huitumr tif Ihi* wxijuwitdy ludicrtiiw 
faTiu* Jit Ihr ri‘c‘r|iliun thf «h‘vu?.li«ting tHimifttlitj of llii* lindtf, 
with hiN iintivf “ nit>th» r wit,*‘ tttr«r<l rough Miul iwdy phtloio- 
pluT! W hru (*it»hrl i» set down io tlu* iuidst of thin tdhiciil' 
nritslii* riroio, hr hrrr/ily r^rrls nil thr --for lit* rlis- 

ru?*»r}* itrt ptiMithrlif, in ihr irrniiiujlogy of his own profeMitirii 
in whirh hr is it |ni»l upt^lrr. 'rhr suthlimr hiirilihoud of eluei- 
tlitting lirrthovrn Mild Wftgnrr in Irmtu of thr imgiHstir iirt of 
dark lintithtll! A»«l li itshvillr, uvrr whom Strvrn«mt howW 
with drrif»ion iintl drlighti wlmt n hrirf f<»r drinorrHtir Hcudaliint 
m lhi'»hvillf prototypr ftir Ihr Admirnhir t’rirhttm nnd *Kiiry 
Htrnkrr krndy roit%»'ioiis of hi» t>wn ahsnrility* yrt r.rakiuiily 
»tending tnit in tlrfrurr of hU and in in»i»trnrt* W|mn 

ihr tndf tlrintM-rntif dortriiir of *’ ri|URl right* for nll» 8|WTt«tl 
firivilrgr* for nonr,** Wtio rainiot »ymj»nthiw* with Htrvpn»c>n; 
” I dotr oil Httshvillr---! rmtld rrml of him for rvrri d# Bmh^ 
i4llr jr mh /r ftrvtni ^ ■ thrrr i« tody and I imi 

hi* ilrvwtitl »I«vr; BrtshtiU^ f»l tmig-niftifur, mak fl a*«f gvifff 
ptumbh.** (h wlirii hr ** it«»hvillr---<) lluMlivillt? I j*m 

rliortlr (wtiirh is flnrly polyglot3,*‘ Hrrvirr is a» »aprril tci 
Bttshviilr »» pngihsMi i* t« C’adirh Ea-rh i» thr *M'drttI ** pro- 
f»siM««l man, wlw tiwgiiifira his offirr anti mrasitrr* «p to thr 
hriglit of Jiw own profrasioit. K»rh drnwrnh rmignilton for 
fidfitliiig to thr Wat of hi» wtdlity hi* own Sjwrial fyrtction 111 
hfr. Hhtiw $wi*l.» that thr rr«l worth of a man i« not to 1«* 
tnwatiml hy tlir mu'ml ttaiiiliiig of his pmfrswltm* hid in ttmii of 
lii» pfttfrMtofttti r^ririiry. 

Hlww*# mastery »f tW |i«rtray«l of utriking rofitriit* ii 
tEhihitrd in tlir e»»r i»f C*ii.*hrl liyron and Lydia Earrw. I'hrm 
i« ft itrotig Idnl of tli# ** fftimh Yaliiwi "* in Lydi»*» ttvowal to hrr 
ari»torr«tit? swilitrj ** I iimrlirally Wlirve in tlw dortrinr of 
Iwfiwlity; wild m my InKly m friiil mini my brain tnorhidly artivr, I 
Uiiiik my iinptibr liiwarili m man strong hi bmlj and wtilrtiithhd 
in tniiwl w » Irtiitwiirthy «»». You raw undltritmnd thalj it is 
ft plain in Ifhb wi» fun to Htrvrnstm--- 

Iwl “ bcirriil fun.’* Hit fif»t«*rlpl is lfi.«ipiriilly rliMpn-nt : *»( I 
»fty» AreWr* my CltMli wl»t wemtiil)** Wilhimi Morri* 

m 



to have had the righb in tin* ruttttrr in dcM-rsfisiig Ljilia^ t« 
Shaw privately* a« a prig Slww gmii«ijl«M|iiriitlv »|»r«ki 

of her an “ HuperhuJnaii nil tlirmigh,** a ** working ** i»f an 

‘^improved typv” «f wniinnihwMi. ** Lrl tiir nut ilmt, Inwrvrf 

he remarks, “ that » nmrtrHi r\miuiia!uni tiy » 

cajiable critical anntuiiiist |jri»!mt»ly «iy liiHjirs^nlirt •ill n-tral 
the fact that her inside i* full uf wlirrl* aiiti sprsiti^*!/’ ’I'hr |M,|,k 
cIoHCH on a mildly Shavian imtr llir rmnaarr ls?t% »lat«dlrd in 
banality, “ C’lwher* ailmiratitm f»»r hi% »jfr »isr%8ir4 t}**? 
ardour of Ida lira! love for hrr; anti tirr fialnt«al fufr 
thought «aved her from disa|»|Hnnlmg l»i» rrlittnrc on her 
judgment.” 

Ail that wn« «enle<l to rxjwe tin* llirnniharr plot *»f i’mM 
Byron's Brafmshn. wa# TAi* Atimmibk Brnkt-ilk wr < 
Unrewurdrd’^-'-SlMw'M hiaiik-verw* #t«gr vrrsofii *»f tlir 
Thi« delightful jest wm |»r|n*tr«lril in drfriii-r of Ihr 
riglit of the novel* which thrralrnrd to |»».»» into Mimorthy IwumI* 
through the malign working* of tl«t ” tlw 

English Copyright I41W, In Him*** rrirlimlnt irrtnrr «n 
ShakeMpeare, at Kensington Town Hull, •rrtsmi Itl, ».» gn-m in 
ilia abstract, read« an follows: 

” That to anyone with llir rw|iiisilr r«r anol rsoiiiiwtiit 
of word*, blank verse, wrillrti mnlrr ll»r hmm 

conditions wldeli Shiikrs|«-arr rlaiiMnl, »>l|i full blirflf to 
use all hoHm of worils* r»lhMp»iai, Iri-fsfiirtii, rtirt«.»rir«l, »fit| 
obacurely techniVah t« iiidtilgr i« iIm. ns,s*t f«r frlrlu-fl 
elHpaea, and to Impress ignwraiil |ir«|»|r »itii rtrft 
eitremity of fantasy ami i» tlir ri»«ir»t nf »i| 

known mode* of litcwry eiprr.«tinfs, nfnl timi lid* k «'li| 
whole oceani of dtill bomb«»l «iid dnvrl Iwtr Iwm riMpitrcl 
on the headi of England Sl»kr'»|»f**rtf** Isinr at tlii* 
form hy pople »lw> co«M not writtm ami f*o# 
to save their Itvet. Af«i (this «« tieitig rii«ilr«grtl 1 tlwt 
I mn write bknk v#r«* inysrlf iiwrr •wifllt ili«» prow, 
ftad that, too, of full EIimMIiwi i|t«l 8 ty pitt* ilw 
ipoftfitn senae of the ttbiwirdity ut il a* k tl« 

lia« of Antient Pktol Wimt m mom» tli«t I tb 
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published it, and had it performed on the stage with huge 
applause.” * 

Liking the “ melodious sing-song, the clear, simple, one-line 
and two-line sayings, and the occasional rhymed tags, like the 
half-closes in an eighteenth-century symphony, in Peele, Kid, 
Greene, and the histories of Shakespeare,” Shaw quite naturally 
“ poetasted The Admirable Bashville in the rigmarole style.” 
After illustrating how unspeakably bad Shakespearean blank 
verse is, Shaw ludicrously claims that his own is “ just as good.” 
Nor is it possible to deny that his own blank verse positively 
scintillates with the Shakespearean—or is it Shavian ?—sense of 
its absurdity. The preface to The Admirable Bashville has the 
genuine Shavian timbre, with its solemn fooling, its portentous 
levity, its false premisses and ludicrous conclusions. In that 
preface, as Mr. Archer puts it, Shaw “ defends the woodenness 
of his blank verse by arguing that wooden blank verse is the 
best. That, at any rate, is the gist of his contention, though 
he does not put it in just that way.” 

The play—for despite Shaw’s prefaces, the play’s the thing— 
is a truly admirable burlesque of rhetorical drama. Not Bash¬ 
ville, but Cashel only is admirable; it is Cashel’s constancy that 
is rewarded. The piece is couched in a tone of the most delicious 
extravagance—a hit, a palpable hit, in every line. I cannot 
resist the temptation to quote from the scene in which Lydia, 
Lucian, and Bashville, fast locked against intrusion, debate the 
question of admitting Cashel, the presumably infuriated ruffian, 
who has just been successfully tripped up by Bashville as he is 
trying to enter the Carew mansion. 

Lydia We must not fail in courage with a fighter. 

Unlock the door. 

Lucian : Like all women, Lydia, 

You have the courage of inununity. 

To strike you were against his code of honour; 

But me, above the belt, he may perform on 
T’ th’ height of his profession. Also Bashville. 

* Bernard Sh<m Abashed. In the Daily News, April 17th, 1905. 
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Basmvillk: I’hsnk m>t of inv, wir. L«t hiui du his wont, 

OJi, if thr vultntr (jf i»v hvt%vt ctuikl weigh 
'riu' frttnl iiitH'rt juH' ’twixt his wtight und mint** 

A m-t’Diul Imttif «i!it»uld dtJ this <l«y: 

Ntt}'* tlunigh tndiiHttt'hrft I he, let lint iiiy ini«tre*i 
(live me the wtirjl: inntnnt Til tnkr hiii) on 

llert‘'- ttiJW'-.ftt frttrhwfight, Hetter bite the 

car|H-t 

A uui», thnn Hj, *t rowwnl. 

Lucxan: BrnvelyMitl: 

I will rtssist you wit It the pokrr. 

And well wnrlh mni'fiilwriug i» the iww »«tc»hit>gra|jhy, cl#* 
liveml at the request of the Kitlit king, «f that eelesttiidly ikuoiii- 
mated ** bruiser eona-rniiig whom (*ft«hel oner *ftid; Slave ta 
the ring 1 reift until the fare of l*aradi«’ he rlwngedd* 

Cetkwavo*. Vr son* of the white qumi: 

TelJ we your nantrs and deed* ere ye fall to« 

PAEAnwi: Your royal higlittess, y«u Iwhohl* a bloke 

What gets hi# living htwtmt hy his fists. 

I may not have the |«di»h of Bmm* toflPi 

As I rmild mentiou on; hut up to now 

No wan Iws twik mv muiilwr down. I irale 
♦ 

(done «m twelve sttin; my age In twenty”thiw; 
And rtl Hill Hirltardwifds ** Hhte Arirlior ** pub 
Am to Ih' lieant of any day by surh 
A« liken the job. I dtnft know, governor* 

A« ennythink remain* for iiie lo say. 

Those who wilwwed tlw? origiiml prodwrtion of the play bj 
tire London Btage Sorlety in and «l»w tbr later priMluetleti 
i« 1009 at the “Afternoon Theatre “ (lli» Alajtily’sb wnhe#!- 
tfttingly gave it tlwt “ huge appl»u*i* of wbleh Sf»w ipuNuk* 
»o frankly. ** The Ijeit burl^iie of rbetorlral drama in I he 
langnap,** i* Mr. Arrher% awerping tlirtimi. Even ilw iiwirt 
hardentd of Philistine* wight find it easy to mgrm with hli 
went; Fieldlnifi * Tom Tlutinb * and Tarty^ * Chroii©ttl»tofc* 
thologos * art, it '&mm to i«e* not in the rum»i«g.** 





tK*wttrr «if hi# ilittnijirti wittirj; \m nf instinr I’luvalrv nnti 
gnimatwi narmtiori ttrr just tiwm* !h*tt «U||ht !«• shtiu wiiul tlintwu 
out lik» «i iintimrtv birth b>’ thr Darmim of the K|}«rh.*’ <torte 
««• thr rhivftiry urui rowanri*-—ihr winrb t»f Hurialiim haw 
blown thrw all aw»j, But the lM»k fairlj rt*rk» of thr “ tlawnrcl 
mitiify,'* with its mad irrrifwfisihililj, lt« rxiwiMTating Irvitj, 
it» rrligimw and iorisl rwdt. Writtrn in IHHB, it «*rthr* and 
iHiblilrs with thr »ruw of thr SiKualist hrrw jii»l then beginning' 
to frrmrnt. Hhaw** original driign* hr trili ««, wm to ** imKlurr 
a mitfl whirh *hould tir a gigantif grapple with thr whole wini 
prtiblm. . . . When I had flnkhwl two rliiptrris of thii enter- 
prtw*' -rhaptrr* of rolowal Irnglh. but TOnlalning the wrjt*»t 

prrliwirwry matter.--I broke down in ftbrrr ignornorr and in- 

rafmritj.” Eventiwllj tin* two prodigimw rhaplrrs of Sfww^« 
magwMm ftpm were ptiblislml «* a romplrtr riovrl, in two 
**li€wk»i** itTiflrr thr tillr Bhaw lirgins 

ierrrlj tii »»rtftrini*i* humanity, to deride ait riiatnmi and insti- 
tiilioni whirh hart not tlirir rtMits »iirik in iniHvidualiMn nnd 
in m-cM jiwtirt. Th# Seven I>r«ily Si«i an*: n**|irrlability, 
wnvtnliottml virltit, ilkl alTwtion, wwlrity, •entiinetil, drv«ti«n 
to wwntn, mmanr#. Sidney Trrftwi* i* the philosopher i*f th** 
Mtw CIrdtr, wniln! by the r«ittrnnr».« of prwrnt rivili»ti«n and 
»i»|vfd, tij any m-mm, to »t In iiiotlmi itinie *fHeines for iti» 
reforwatloo. IJwrowrIng t«w ktr that marriage to him, w*» to 
Tanntr, mem* ** api^tjiay, profannttmi of tl»# mt%vUmry of hi* 
Kml, tiektion of hit wanhciod, »aie «f hli birthright, ahaniefid 
«irr«y^» igfifiminliitti rapiltiktiim, aecvfttaorr of drf«t,** 
Trtftpli tit*frti hi* wift, not bwau^, m with Full 
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and Svanhild in Lotrs Omrd^v, l«»¥r t.i.» rt^niutr. 

too ethereal to be put to the ilhiHion ’.Iwttrrmg tr«t t»( iiwrrift«r, 
but becauae nmrriiige invoive^ the trswinph of ««-«#«■» t.vrr 
of pasKion over wanon. Uvm after he has rr«»wl In hn-r Hruyi 
etta, her love for him contimiw t« wt in the oirehamMii 

of pixsaioiTij and he iw revoitetl hy the Cart thrtt she is as,tisfir*i}, ,*ij 
long as “ the whecli go round.” 

The millionaire «ort of a captain wf imlu»try, lVrfiis»» !»«*, hy 
a strange freak of fates drunk drrp of tlir H««‘5(ihst dr^nnhi uf 
the epoch. Respecting his dm! fatirr far hi» risrrgy «nd 
bravery among unscrupulmw mmjndittirs in the «trug«lr f«r 
existence, Trefusis cursoi hi« iimtmry for Ihr loraim 

employed in lua business dealing* »ml thr wial rriiiir* r»nrrnird 
by the shimmer of his ” ill-gcitten gold.” 

His most significant uttfraiiec—an wwlhiirst t^fitn- tin- 
wealthy landowner. Sir (lharl« Bfmthn - giw m m rlrar pir-- 
ture of Shaw’s Socialist views al this linir; 

“A man cannot be a Chriitian: I havr trinl it,. «iiti 
found it impossible both in law and in f«ri, I atn a 
capitalist and a landholder. I have railway »hiirr», lostiing 
filiarcH, building slmrea, bank il«rr», atwl alwrk «if «it»t 
kinds; and a great trouble lliey «rr t« rtir. Hut thr»r 
shares do not repriwnt wraith artualiy in rtiatrorr: thry 
are a mortgage on the klwur of i»nt»»rn gmrrat«»f 
labourers, who must work in k«"t’p wr awl niittr iii i*iieiir»« 
and luxury. If I sold llami, wouW tlir fi»«rtga,^r lir rati- 
celled and the unlmrn g«*ner»ttoii» (tmn it* Itirall? 

No. It would only paw into the hitiiis «f aoiiir olfirr 
capitalist; and tlm working rliWi wo'iikl im l»rttffr off 
for my self-sacrifice. Sir Chttrlrs fmmtA »Wy tlir rwui- 
mand of Christ: I defy him In da it 1^4 him gitr hi* kfti:| 
for a public park: only tlw rirlirr wdl Iwvr Inauf** 

to enjoy it. Phuit it at tin? trry ilrmr* nf llsr m* 

tliat tliey may at least breatlie it* »ir, »i»d it «dl tmim t}i« 
value of the ricighlKiurirtg Imuiri wmi dritt tiir |i«»f «»*y. 
Let him endow a school for Ik* poor, like Kt«i or nir#»l*# 
Hospital; and the rich will lake it for llwir fi»» ctiiWrtii 

Ifi 



the novelist 


as they do in the two instances I have named. Sir Charles 
does not want to minister to poverty, but to abolish it. 
No matter how much you give to the poor, everything but 
a bare subsistence wage will be taken away from them again 
by force. All talk of practising Christianity, or even bare 
justice, is at present mere waste of words. How can you 
justly reward the labourer when you cannot ascertain the 
value of what he makes, owing to the prevalent custom of 
stealing it ? . . . The principle on which we farm out our 
national industry to private marauders, who recompense 
themselves by blackmail, so corrupts and paralyses us that 
we cannot be honest even when we want to. And: the reason 
we bear it so calmly is that very few of us really want to.” 

A Marx in Shaw’s clothing, Trefusis devotes all his energies, 
all his wealth, to the task of forming an international 
association—“ The International,” history gives it—of men 
pledged ‘‘to share the world’s work justly; to share the 
produce of the work justly; to yield not a farthing—charity 
apart—to any full-grown and able-bodied idler or malingerer, 
and to treat as vermin in the commonwealth persons attempting 
to get more than their share of wealth or give less than their 
share of work.” Whole-souledly committed to Socialism in its 
iconoclastic aspects, Trefusis defies convention, prudery, deli¬ 
cacy, good-taste, and tact in all his actions, convinced beyond 
reclaim that “ vile or not, whatever is true is to the purpose.” 
His philosophy holds it a short-sighted policy to run away 
from a mistake or a misunderstanding, instead of “ facing the 
music ” and clearing the matter up. A licensed eccentric like 
his prototypic creator in real life, Trefusis is permitted to take 
liberties granted to no one else; and by the “ exercise of a cer¬ 
tain considerate tact (which, on the outside, perhaps, seems 
the opposite of tact),” but which in reality consists in the 
most ingenious double-dealing, he somehow or other contrives 
to have his way and go scot-free. 

In the early part of the story, disguised as that “terrific 
combination of nerves, gall, and brains,” Smilash, he dexterously 
philanders to his heart’s content with several young girls at 
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iiu* wIuTt* bin wilV «««» rtltu filrtl 1 hr v^ri- 

hiniilifciKk! of the portrait?^, the lu-ulr r%iiiisitril in 

thu portrayal of the feelirig», M'litinimt*. «titl «*nl«»srfilii|pir« 
of young girls in the boarding behind ^iay^r ui rvidutuui, tr»lifv 
to Shaw’s rtnnarkabie gifts m a grouim* milnl. 'I1mf furr- 
runner of Julia Craven, the ronmntir littlr Ht-nrivlta .Iaii*rtJiits, 
is portrayed with insight, and not without drbmrv and rratr«int. 
Tliu most unreal, mo»t unhunmii »inntr in thr latok t* that in 
which Trefusk iipostrophixe* the taaly of hi* tlnul wifr, Hi* 
reflectiona impresa me m both flipjMitit and mlhuis i« tlirir 
solemn setting. It k with a wmv of prtifoiintl »hijrk that wr 
hear him rudely flout the ** funereal »anrti}mmi*ni»rirt» ” «f thr 
family physician, moek at the ** Iwrmwing muiniiierirs ** «f 
religious and social otwervance, and 'Nkiitn the frrbjigs ** of a 
father and mother who reganled their daughter »* Hwir rliatlH 
and showed no true feeling for her wlirn »t»' w«» alitr. “rr-rfutai* 
k devoured with the conviction that tin* if Itir iiar4r«t* of 
all duties is onek duty to one’s mlt, Hi» line haitii i« 

betrayed in his later phllaofhTings with whilmti hivr* «f 
Smilash, now grown up into diiigrrratdr, hard, ralndaling 
women. Trefustsk trickery of Hir (1wrle» hia unfeel¬ 

ing deception of Certrude Idnd*ay, hi* l«i*r falirry «f t^dy 
Brandon, his nn«leadi«g proinim? to Krikine, »rp all e^liibition* 
of hk Jesuitical policy. The r^fwmrnt of Hori»li«m an*l ihf 
New Morality, Trefiwis lm« no scruplri in wiploying tittfair 
means to secure wlmtioever be wanl^—for th« rait** of kl»*ur 
and for himself.* 

Mr. W. L. Courtney hw wmwliuff* mlirti •Itf-filiofi to tb» 
curious triumph achieve! by ” our only w«l»ni m* 

he calk Bernard Shaw, in view of tfw fart ll«l |4ti«w twa nrttr 
hesitated at Interpreting women a* l»*b «f fir**y. I© Ih# 
novels we find premonitions of Slmwk l«trr atlilifii* taw»iti 

^“The hero i« remarkable wltlwul Maf kU u 

hero, hi not only vlolateB ewry mnmt at Ilk# T*m Jmm» m tM 

Grious^ but every cnnmt of weotlmml well, ta 
nmn’s clwraetftr Is rotted «t the mrt by ttw Iwl to '!» m trm 
the moral mluc of »ueh an m Tmtuii* l« Mf. 

JUrmrd Shm‘» Wortm of Fieltea. Bmimmd % 0lw##l/. |« 
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wonirii. Soinr »us|Hrji!}i «f Shnn*.** Ilu'cirj tlmti womarj ** lttk« 
th<* in nvx busincHfi ” <lmvr}s u|u>n u« when Mw-clgi? 

nprnl^V Owtn Jnrk; htit I,ydm (’«rew, th»t 

hlw»cih‘M lltoen ty|H% i» wnythirig'htH the huntreKM, An tlnsncml 
Sockdhi apvm nur rV'e«; fnr Ht'iirietlrt fihfiiiirleMlj jHiriWeu th« 
mnekinn I'refnsia nnil r%httu«t*« every feminine wile in the effort 
to itidnee hint to return t<i the rhititt* of wedioek. 'fhe idea « 
aluti ti|i|»er«Htst in thi* final »rene, in whieh IVefus^ifi, hy means 
of It little tlittlKdirally rtmrotdrtl »entintent, inrMtntles the pur- 
itiing Ceertrutle to give him up, atttl, ** for his sake/* to marry 
Erskine. When Hhaw eame to erect his thrtiry into a system 
in Man nnd Smprrmtttt he threw a flimd of light upon all hii 
former work. There i» a keynote to the philosophy of every 
great or pkmerr thinker; Mh»krn|«*are haii hia Hnndet, Wagner 
hit Free-willing of Nere**ity, Hrliopenhaurr his Will to Live, 
and Hmtwrhr hi« Will to Fower. Ho Hliaw » the apostle of tin* 
Life Forre, a* he rails it i and wroniBii is inrarnalr life force— 
|Kitetit instrument of tlwl irmiiiitde, secret, blind impuLe whieh 
Naluft* wsrid* for her own tr«ti«rrt}denl piirpows, hecf!le» of 
tltt? fwdifig*, wrlfarr, or h»p|iine»« of individuals. Ilrcognifing 
woman m the prifiwl vital agmry in the fulfilment t»f Natun/s 
liwi* hr has mil tiiitmturally rome to regard her »* ** much 
more forwsfialdr llwn man, tw-ransr »!ic is, tts it were, archetypal, 
lielongtng t« tin* original »tr»irturr rif thing*, and h«» bdiiml lH?r 
wrtivity, •t»tnrtitfir» lirnrtolrnt and tnorr often mMlcvolent, the 
gr#»l aulliorily of Hatiirr lirfM-lf.** * thnler the «|k*II of tlhi 
fi|«u»ilile rtiiivirtiiifi* Hlww rfidnw# woiimn with all the aUribiitw 
of a hiinil, iinrrawning, iin»rru|it}|t»us force «tf imture. Ami 
fcir hi« faith he mn tint! amfilr »ti{i|mrt in the literature of an 
age whirti prmliiml |4rliii|*5nh»tier*s m I'ht 

Th^ Triumph of ihnth, 

Jmt^t fCrdgdMtt Tk0 TmfammSng nf With great 

ftflwitnrti, lint with » riiriou* inroti«i4enry in one who ha® 
•f^nt year** of hi* lift iii ** hlatiiiog the Hard/* Hh«w llml* the 
ehfcf »tip|iort fur lik rliitn In I hr pky# of Hh»kr*|w*nrr 
ly bl»flcliiliiiieiit, ftcroiwpliitei htr pwr|Mi*e; l^lirandii 


*Thi *» »f Mr. W. L. 
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ensnares Fenliimnd with tin* worth* '* I wmilil i»»l *tnh n«v 
companion in the wurhJ but ymu I wrii v«nir wifr if f«ii will 
marry me.” Juliet neales liuturo's drfrm-m niir h_v n«r, *itJ 
there is DeKdeinona with her fund “ hmt ”. thf 

strategist; Helena, pumitng the rerrr«nt lirrtr«i«. ttitvw, 
powerless to hide her pasjiiun; and |Mwr, iiwd» turlaurlmly 
Ophelia. 

One has only to }im» in rev«‘W Sfwwh work, friwn Jn r»^ 
social Socialisl to Mm ami Supttmait, In tlmrmrr tlmt iH-r 
sistent excmplificntion of his thetiry that ** »«»»« it llir nttr»iirf 
and contriver, man the puranwi and Isnlwh in 

his very first play, we find Hh«w'’» ronefrlc «f linn 

Juan’s statement that ** m. wonmn wpeking » i* thr tnmt 

unscrupulous of all the Imiatu of prey.’* All tiw tiirti «i 
plays seem to sufTer, not frium I*rt»**y*», tint frtuii t'liarlrrs/i 
complaint; “At no time have I lidkeii ilw ««§ pnrmmi 

women with my advance* m woinm havr |irr»rriilrfl n*r.** Alt 
seem to labour under the eimvlctittii I fiat tfir *«iiwiitP» tn-.tl «f 
a man “does not prevail iigaiml him iitili! Iii« rrt»«tiitirr g^tlirr* 
her energy to a etinmi, at which sh*- darr» tn tiirim mmmy Itrr 
customary exploitation# of the rontmtimwl And 

dutiful poses, and claim him by tiitural riglit for m p«r|«*#r llwt 
far transcends their mortal per»onal pitrjMi»r.*/* I'lw t|tiiiitr*“ 
sence of the Shavian woman i# Anti Whilrfhl*!, tlwi ” 
gorgeous of all my female erraturr*,” »* Hi*** rail# livr- ^ 
meamation of fecundity in Nature, wilfwl, i«’ 

modwt, aggreiBtvc, dominant—T*»»er t« otwy iwr 
biologiaal imperative. 

'Kie appearance of Shaw** Ihfory m Am I'msm-iml Smktlmi 
is rtsponsible for this divagalkm ttf mim fmm the ilwitir of ifw 
novels, this anticipation of tlic fttnlnlor of llir play«. 

It k liighly unreawmabli to tuppt^* that ttir r»|,iimtiitw«* of 
sudh a tiiwry on 8hft.w*« p«.rt m m |wrvrrw and ifti|M»i» trirk, 
dedgnad wldly ipad^r k hmrgt&k: 8h«w h«» tlrjtPii li»f» hi# 
theory ''in oountlesi dtlibemtt A» m 

conmp% M an interfiretation of woman liy an «-pfii»ri*t, lit lb 
fault can be found with Shaw m the Ifiitttf*, No Ofir ran 
Shaw’s right to hk opiaion. Evtn m m e#»rt t« tlic 


HHjdrrn I%iigU»h dramm, Blmw’s drlincutiun of wokumi t» far 
from tHniiic iiiworthy of rowtiflrralitm, thou|fh it ha» i«w»g 
witii* of llir mark iti rxit^grroHvt* rrartitm n^tuwt tko rowiiatic' 
st*filinir«tiiliSif» t»f tlu* Koglii*}} SImw’s Wllm*^n art loll 

t>f |H}r|»o»»' tt»ul vibilily tlir mott ** tulvanrwl ** of womt® lift 
ftparrl io'O i.r ti. rir ri||ht«, ill rmohtlt* ^Iftrrtnimilion to ovtrride 
all tilt* hiirrit-ra of riirmit r»'H|B-<‘titbi!itj lyuf “ prwrbnt 
prtidvry,” in fo-rffi’t rt-ndiiirs* to forr||ti nil rottBidfraUtiiiM of 
good didirary* omi\'oidto»ml virtwe. Tbt*y 

rutldr«»ij rr|nidiatr all iliitsr tnm}i!i**s wldcdi luivr It'd nuui to 
dills In*!' Id* ” brttrf iiidf.** iidwtakr ininsislf* tn |mif}tirig 

wmiifiiii mst rt» dir milivi miriiwtUy is, but «« his prmmrtdvwl 
|}hiloiitt|diit' r«t|utrr< Iwr lo In*, lit* plirnks tlown for our 

iit»|>frti«ii Ira* fi bfr likr |ii}rtr#i}t of till* tdrriwl fi'miuine than 
tt |diilt»t»|iltit* lntrr|irrt«tiim tif tlir ** »tijirritir wx,** Simw ii 
it rrmarkftldr rrilir of lift*, CVrlwiti of iniman uatim*, 

ifiiiiiitirs'd or uioirtTuIrtl by ho 1«.» <lr|dtded Hfith ii 

vrfority, a rirvrrurss, n spafklttig brilliaury iiryond »tll praiit*. 
lint it In iiiir tbuig lo portfity «ii iMtlividuai* a liitally difformt 
thing to iiMiioiiiirr *t ty|it*. A wdthrr bkr lib»iit*rhlt» 

n darr-i|r%'i| bkr Ibiilgitm, » mioistrr liki* tlartlwor, n brro likt* 
or Hapolroii, it mmwr bkr Vairidirir, a Hof'iabit likr 
Trrfti«i», rt likr Hyrofi oil thrsr* t«iiy h«¥i* lirrd. 

Hliaw ihiiibllr#« mu wmortimrs dors-to tbriV 

rouiili*r|ittrt*, if not ttt blrroturr, rrrtniiily in rwl Itfr. But tit 
•ay lltat all nrr bkr Bhtnisrbli, for rxamptr, « litth* 

iiiorr fwilisli Ilian to my tlinl nil wowrii arr lfk« Blawehr, likr 
♦ltditt, likr Ann. Tlw vital ilrfrrt in Hbttw** wtwntn k that thry 
are ttHi liklant, t«*« obtwMs, tt» rriidf, Tliry art iarklng in 
w|*t«?ry, ill fiiwr •ubtlrly, in tl» •iitirxinirkitw anud obsfinirrr 
biitiiirt* of iri, in thr »rt.« iif mhirtiiin, of kmdy* 

frit yrt wnly half-ditiiitfl nlhirrint-rit,® Thr Life Forrr gors 
alwitt it* tt««* wtiiiW f»iii rtmifiil Mr. 8haw» not ofnody 

and with a hkrr »f lrtifn|irfs, but by it thimwiml ih-viouf «i»rt 
lildtirii Ilf rotirw, tlirrr is tin? dimitrr of tnking 

** T^rit »m ri»rF|»llri#ii ti> ttiN nf fteily. 
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Shaw too seriouHlj. Mr. Arc*hi*r wittily. Imt. mimtt «tl. rttlirrij 
truthfully, dubbed Ami a ‘‘tiiythtd«ic«ral ummirr/^ At « 
pendant to Everyman of the Duleh momlity. Atm way !«• ibr 
Everywoman of the Shavian iiiorBlity. But r%'rii H|»«w Iwitwlf 
admits, with wily fairm-HM, tlmt while. Ann may 

be Everywonmn according to the Shavian yrt in 

practical, every-day exiatrnee tlirrr «rr rmintir** wtutirii who 
arc not Ann. 

If faith ii to be placed in M. fcmilr FagncHs dirttnii llwt m 
exceptional work of art w ever written by anyone Iwforr rrarh* 
ing the age of thirty, then Sltaw’a iinvrl* »rr ilrharrrtl liy Hit 
Statute of Limitatlona. Tin* ** inrptitiifle ** of lii» of 

which Mr. Shaw once »pok« to me, m atlrilitilabli? to llir f«rl 
that during this early periml lie fid upon l«* iwwniniitbfi. 
Ho had not yet come into any deep fir really vital rtiifimiiftitin 
with humanity. Produced in llwt iniprrwitifiatiie iwriml wlim 
dreaming seems preferable to living, tlir nntcH ltri»tir with 
faults—immaturities of form* midcitww of lilwlant 

didactici. They are often loose and ditjoifiltui, grtirrally krking 
in closely articulated structure. With all tit« |ireirfiii«*il rfurt at 
realism, Shaw has failed to impart Ici hii notrl* tl»t «tir i|u*lity 
without which no modern work of irilvi* art rati l*lr llir wry 
highest rank—inevitahleniw. To Shaw, a,s tt» art i* lifr 
seen through a temfieranumt. And I often rrrrivr llir i!tt|irr*«lofi 
that Shaw’s novelt arc lei« faithful rtroini.# of f'i*fitrt«|»«rary 
existence than document* rtwktiw of Itemani Hlww. Illww » 
lacking in artistie telf-r«trainti like Hit Ipi# pf»|iag«iili*l, 
seems almost unwilling to accept fnete «# lb*y nrr, •» m^f l« 
he to impose upon th^ tht itamp of hw wditkliiml pmllfcrtlotti. 
It is the strangest of paradoiw that on# wki rkloii f«r kkmmW 
Hiat mre and prietkii gift-— tht i.baorn»lly py#*igfit 

of realist—should havt sp«it hi# ltf« i» »iififr«foiir t« i* 

the.mask of Shaw upon Iht fact of lift. 

** The gods know that Bt-raaril Slwiw Ima wuny ito* of mtilaaioii 
to mmm for when he r#acb« tht pemk of f%r- 

nassufi” -wfitw Mr. Huntktrj ^tnit for m om ml lik iiia*y 
gifts wffi hi hi so sternly laken to tetli. m tli# •»*t#d of 
novelisi , , , l^trt is more laBir# Im^t tor »t«r«ly, 
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viiicirttHi, rh«rart«»r cmiLiig flrtiori in tisf am* pris5t‘-%htmg 
novi'l »f Hrmarcl SImw tiinn in tin* mtirr t’wbwt'b wnrk of iho 
stylistic' St«*vrit»on ! . . . Sb«w minbi retnk bigiirr fi» a nt»voIist 
than a« a tlriuimti»t - always Hrlrt'ting ft»r jmiginrrit tbt'supreme 
pagra of bis talr«» page* wbrrt'in rbaraetfr, wit» imrnour* pathcw, 
fantasy, «ml obsrrvation art* mingliHl with an overwhelming 
effret.*’ * While there h inurh of truth in wlmt Mr, Iluneker 
my»t I shouUI boh! c|uile the opptwitr tipiiuon eoneerntng Slmw’^i 
relative merits m novelist aiwl dramatist. Not the least iig- 
niflrant fratyrr of the novels, to my miml, their foreshadowing 
of the future draitmtlst.f ^rurning over the pages of the 
noveli, from flrat to last one rarumf bid iilwerve this reeurrent 
trait; Shaw always M*r« lii» eharaeters in a “situation.** It ti 
difRciilt to read otie of Hhttw*s novels without uneouieioualy 
looking for the stage dirrrtions, Prinnl an !te i* of hi* gifts 
as a “ firtiiiiiist,** no one i» tinire c‘titiBeiwu» than ia Shaw tuimelf 
of hw defirirnrse* in thi» riUw. With td» ru*twmiry sueeinetnwi, 
hf «fic*e put the east* to mr as it really hi “ ]tly novels are very 
green tbingi, very rttrefully written.** 

* |lem#ril llA#w md la Jane, IMB. 

f It l« wort% »f fmmtk ttml Itw rfitK'ltt*li»a of it*tm dmtm^ tk§ drtkti, 
ai tfalltt* tlab !♦*.» polaltdl ««t, aerwraleljr iipeflpifr* ttw wwltwtoo of 
C%*rffafei, *I1» iltttiitl-iw, t&e mtf WMitta, are atitawt I4witle«i. 
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I ^OK tlir «twstrnt uf Hlww’* work im<l rnwr, thertj is no escape 
fr«m tl»r rrsrinliianrr, RUpfrlirial or vital, between Shaw 
hinwif mui the mmu-nmn roioit- tlgurrs lie has projected upon 
the lokr that Hjfronir iiuiHwtor, Haranuff, HImw has 

gone thrcHigli life affiielrti with a imiliiplieity of pernonalities. 
In 7A# Jiilomil of 1^# iirmkfmt Tuhl^, Oliver WeiuleU Hohnei 
»aitl tlmt m'lirit two |»e«|ih? meet, there are always six persons 
prrwiit. lint SliMw iiwtis ito parly of the second part to sum 
up llie total of |«?rM»fi«litirs j Iw^ t» eternally doggt^d with his 
own ubKi«il«ii» dmm. lleriiard HImw, the ** fictioniit **; Como 
di the rritir of ailniirabk* fooling and pungent 

eriliristn; II. II. H.* the apimtlc of romie miramigiame in criti- 
ebtii of *rl» miiI flrama—and life; F«Shaw*’* the Gil- 

j^riian to|i«ydurtjfi»l «f mmy and drama; G#orgt Bernard 
HImw, Fahian, ptihlir ipimker, borough councillor, 

rtfortner all tlw## dwtinrt characters m Blmw, in Maeter- 
liorkiait phra*#, c«it.*t«iliy ntwling UfKin the highway of fate. 
It in tlw piwinc# of ll»r li^rnpher to dettei, among this con- 
fu«itig rtnufi tif idftiWM, the real man, 

III IHf®, tliff carwr of llcri«r<.| Bhaw the ** flclionkt ciime 
to «« atiriipl »«d ifial ronrluMwii, While this first and intro- 
dtirtiiry rli«|it#r i» the litKik of Hlmw’« multiplex li/c mm being 
wrillfii, llie iiial»rki f«r aiiiilli#r ami infinitely mortt important 
chapter slowly tiding rfillectctl and arrangcch With thi« 
«c«d cimpltr tli« life «f tht rtml Bhaw. 

A* tie hittiitif h** Iniil w«, lii« parmti pullml him through the 
year* In whlcli earit«l aothing. But he wa* pt'rpetually 
** gfiiMlbg »w*y ** ttl ttwiwlhliig, p#rp«tually feeling hi« way 
tfiwaniii nm^mm ami i#i^icrtry. The dltertily of his interest* 
wm rciftarlaiilc I mit.hing Iw fttuchctl proved hanal or unfruitfid. 
Thk iif iiilcrtita—llit dfterialiwtlon to gmap, Bit 

tforl to «i«it«f, #v«fy iubjwt that emnw to h» hmfid—ia iltbte 
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leas than concJuahr aa nn f\plni»fi«n t»f 
“I (lid not start life with « pr«»f?r»iniiM’. I **iiinlv acrrutrtl 
every job offeml to me, ami 1 <tid it the !«•*! wav I rmiltl” In 
tJiia ainiple and straightft>rward slrttniinit in tlir kry to 

that diversity of talent, that rattgi? of aldhty, wlurli i% |»rrl}a|}* 
the moat striking and noteworthy vlmfm-irmtw tf»i rare 
and eccentric genius. 

The decisive and revokitionary rlwrige# in t4|i»w*8 truly 
“ chequered ” career were dm', in all cii*r*, t»i tb*' atlven- 

titioui or deliberate influence of Miint ihniiiiwnt |»«'r«wa!ily in 
literature or in life. The crueinl conjiMirliw* in hi* ranvr art 
closely asioeiated with tl«* name* tif Htielhy, Ilm-n, Hirlm-lw, 
Marx, Wagner, Moaiirt and Michael Angfltf. in art, m%^m^ 
literature and philomphy; with tl«' names aiitl 
among others, in life of Jaintt l«eigh *Ioyn«, llw S4«lt f»iiiily, 
Henry Gtorgi, Sidney WAh, Willkin Momi and 
Archer. 

In Bhaw*8 acquaintanct with the kl# J«tw» ^ m ftiwnl 

the germ of that strenwiii propagmadkt aclitity which iiwy 
be called the most dtflnitiv# «xpr«»i<w of Shaw** hfr. It mm 
in 1879 that Shaw ftr#t b©c«i» intlitiate with mitl with 

those various subjects, connectftl with anti 

on tlie scientific side, to which Lecky dtviitwl •« tiitirh of km 
energy and attention. One# iattr»t#*l tti puetiitl, 
would become so enthused that Iw would dtwwd «f h** friwdi 
an interest therein cotn«ifrwiirtt« with hit «»». Tlii* ^tifrr- 
ously altrulitie spirit of l^cky''* provrf of grmt to 

Shaw, who set his eritl«l brain to work ii|«»o mmmy of tk 
problems which Ltcky brought to lt» ‘Throiigli 

Licky, Shaw acquired a working kiiewW^ of T»ffi|i»faiiwil, 
ooneeraing which ht «i(*t bMiatfd lh«l h# pwitaWy Up only 
Mttg mutieal crtlie who knew what it, »«»l i «,^i m iJti* «ppr«- 
dktioa of Pitman’s Shofthan^'-whleh to rotiM irrito «l tl» rat# 
of'tw«ty words per minute aidl Mmkl nol on 

any tirnM k-as probably the wowt tyit^ »f #f«r 

* Author pf the artteie on TfW|Hwiw»t »f tii^^ 1^^ 

Ihe flrtt tdlttaa ©f •/ 
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invriitril, y*‘t Bh* tH’»t |iir»hril mi its Inwinesi iidf. Together 
I^H’ky »«»t HImw ghithrd ntitl tli«niMW‘d Phoiielics, aod while 
Shaw’» ksHiwIriigr ul thr Mihji'rt was hy m rtimna exhauftm, 
his intrrrsl sii it lm» .pijirr m-rviul ii« a permanent protection 
iigiuiift ««rli *uprrfh‘ittl rfttrh- |H*jiny »tuf!’ m the refonnedl ipelF 
ii»g» that «rr iiivrfitrd rvrry liioiBh* hy faddistn, Shaw’s 
imhvitliwi tomir »>f piiiirttiation, his yst* of wpactnl letters in 
plarr «f itfihrs, his nhumi total rrjrrtion, on Bihhral authority, 
whirli lir sirrrplrji for ofirr, of t|wotiititnj marks, and those 
nunirrom oriiciiml rtdrs tjf punctuatum and phouftim which he 
!wn front ftitir to tiiw fornndalrti in maga/.iiu* and daily press,* 
find Ihrir ntmm dVlrc in Shaw’s early aMociaticm with Leoky 
mul i»iih*ri!|iiri»t aripwintiinrr, through Lerky’i instrumentality, 
willi llir Intr Alrtafiilrr Ellii am! Itenry Sweet, of Oxford. As 
rr«ilrr» of tlir fiiitr* tn Vaptam Brmsbitund*M Cmmrikm may 
gather,, Shaw arrrpt» Hwwt a» hi« authority; indml, he highly 
v«liir» lii» ttripiaiittatirr with thiit. ** revolutionary don,” m he 
call* him, »f«l twirr said tlial, iti any otlwr plaei* or country in 
thr wtirW, Hwrrt wiiiihl la* l«-ltrr knowit than even Shaw himself. 
Thr kiiiiatrdgr t»f |iliutirtir», tlw intrresl in languagt-refonn 
ariltiiiTil tlirMsifili hi* «ri|iwitftiinrr with mi»n like Lecky, Ellis 
awl Sw«"l w tlir r^iikiwtiofi, Mr. Shaw oner told me, of the 
fart that Itir I'tirltiry dmirrt, witirli so lwfuddlr» and aitoundi 
tlir rrailrr* of ('apltim ii far more 

•rirnliir in it» «oaly*i» of Eiindon roster lingo tl»n anything 
that l««l |irrti«ti»ly t»rriirr**d in flrlion. 

In Ihr wiiilrr of IMtlh t4*riy joinrd » delmting elub, called 
TIr &trtir*i Horirly, niitiilwring itinong iii meniben Mr. Sidney 
Wrhh, Mr. K mil fiaf-rkr, anil Mf. d. Cl. tioilafd. It was a ^ort 
of ” jiifiitir riipf *’ of III** tiiire wrlhkiioww Dialectical Society, 
wliich li«il ftiiindwl to ili»ru®-» Stuart Mill’i titay on luh- 

* hKmm$ w*tiy «fik*tr» •*« wiy ^ ritwi ttw* follow- 

tef? 4 i*lm fm hi llif Mm-mimg Attfust teth, 

mtii m l® 4 »m» 444 ,, August 

IWIi «»• 14# Pmm fm nmd Mmdmm, In 

r*# A|irll, IWt, fsf*. nm iilM Mf. WlHtw Andtef* two 

mf»im r. t*h»mih In the ih»% Aw*. Awfiwt 

l«li. i«l i ^i»*i Mam's mrnmf^ Wmf-l4^Mm§U*K ta B* Mmming 
Aagwt mth, IW*. 
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crty not long' nftt-r its apiu-nriutn* in print, Bath «ocit*tic*?i wrrt 
strongly^ Miltit**i ht>th tiu*r«‘ unn rtnuplftr frmlnjn of iUmcum- 
sion, polilirni, n-iigious ami Womm tank li prcnuiiirnt 

part in tin* «!fbntrs» whirli uftfii tlcali with snhjfrta ctnitn'-ritiri^ 
their righin, inttresf.s luul wt-Ifarf, A nntrworUiy ffaliirr «»f 
them* (h’l)iitr«» parlirulurly in ri*lalioit to Slmw’a fnturt‘ (lt‘% rl»»p“ 
ment an a pulilir spniker, aiul a rritir well, wan tlint rarh 
Hpenker, at the eonciuwoti of hi»» iniglit Iw craM^t oxiiiii” 

inetl on it by any onn of the tithers in ti srriri* of cjut'nliotw. 
In tluH Hocicty MnlthuH^ Darwin anti Ilerhort S|H*nrrr 

were lieltl in eHpirial revermns 'The workw of Hoxloy, 'TyitBaB 
and (»eorge Eliot were on the nbriveit of all ihe iiienilmrs. ‘'The 
tone of the sorirty vra« very ** advanmi ”-»irHlivitiuHlt»t ir, 
atlieintici evolutionary, (‘Immpioriship of the Married WoiiwnV 
Property Act wa« arareely wilenevd by the Art Itaelf, The fm't 
that Mrn. BewntV children were torn from her like 8hidlry*s* 
aroused hot imiignation, iih diti the prtwrulioii* for ** bla*- 
pheniy ” then going on. It i« not without significance that* even 
at this times Bhaw was Hoeialwl enough to defend the? actioii of 
the State in both cases. Indinah he has ttlwaji Immi iw he rtnr# 
told nits somewhat of 6M«rriH*s opinion that ” Thert* may be wetine 
doubt HH to who are the best people to have charge of eldirlireii I 
but there ran be no doubt that the parenti art? the wcrr«t.** 
Strange jest of fatts Shaw la^gan his career by joining a atrrirly 
whoKe memhers regarded Brndalisiii m» an «plmkHt fallttryl 
How little did anyone dream th«ti even tlwn, untlcrgrciuinl 
rumblings of the approaebing revolution might bi? fatiittly 
heard 1 That rerurrent ipiimlreenniM.l cyck of 8t>eittliiti«? up¬ 
heaval of which Karl Kaiitsky ha* »omi»wlttre ipcikcjin, w«» well- 
nigh conipletial. Within five year* Socklitw waa to burat ftirlb 
with fresh impetu!*, awwp the younger generation along with it» 
and plunge the Dialeptical and Zetetical 8ociett« into the 
“ blind eave of eternid night.** 

Oni night in the winter of Ifffit Lecfey draggcdl Shaw to- » 
mettiag of the ii^ctetical Society, which tlitn met weekly In -lb® 
room! of the Woman** Frolctdive mid Frovldtnt In 

Great Quwn 8trr?et, Long Acre. It will to related eli-ewlwrt 
why Shaw decided to join the »oelety at once; laffllco It to s*j 
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here that he became a frequent attendant upon the meetings of 
the society, entering actively, if haltingly, into discussion and 
debate. The importance, in its bearing upon Shaw’s subsequent 
career as a man of affairs and a man of letters, of an acquaint¬ 
ance he formed at this time through the accident of joining the 
Zetetical Society, can scarcely be overestimated. A few weeks 
after joining the society Shaw’s keenest interest was aroused 
in a speaker who took part in one of the debates. This speaker 
was a young man of about twenty-one, rather below middle 
height, with small, pretty hands and feet, and a profile that 
suggested, on account of the nose and imperial, an improvement 
on Napoleon the Third. I well remember the animated way 
in which Mr. Shaw described to me the man and the occurrence. 
“ He had a fine forehead, a long head, eyes that were built on 
top of two highly developed organs of speech (according to the 
phrenologists), and remarkably thick, strong, dark hair. He 
knew all about the subject of debate; knew more than the lec¬ 
turer; knew more than anybody present; had read everything 
that had ever been written on the subject; and remembered all 
the facts that bore on it. He used notes, read them, ticked 
them off one by one, threw them away, and finished with a 
coolness and clearness that, to me in my then trembling state, 
seemed miraculous. This young man was the ablest man in 
England—Sidney Webb.” Then a trembling novice, yet subse¬ 
quently to be known as the cleverest man in England, Shaw 
to-day does not hesitate to pay full honour to the part Sidney 
Webb has played in his career. The extent and value of this 
association will reveal itself in due course. Shaw has said and 
done a thousand clever things; but, as he once freely confessed 
to me, “ Quite the cleverest thing I ever did in my life was to 
force my friendship on Webb, to extort his, and keep it.” 

After Shaw had been a member of the Zetetical Society for 
about a year, he joined the Dialectical Society, and was faithful 
to it for years after it had dwindled into a little group of five 
or six friends of Dr. Drysdale, the apostle of Malthus. Shaw 
subsequently joined another debating society, the Bedford, pre¬ 
sided over by Stopford Brooke, who had not then given up his 
pastorate at Bedford Chapel to devote himself exclusively to 
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literature. Ihmng tlu'sr jf’t'ars* «?» partsriifiirlt 

in the next chapter, Shaw was aluwh liiisiirit in ffn. 

art of public «|K*akin|c. Tlw ffrftri*»t4ii«»*i *»f ih-*- plaif.iim i^rrw 
upon him tlailj. He iwl oiiljr s|«4«- fr«j»iriatlt hisiisrif, |,nt 
also attended public niwting* af rtrrt Ir,srw!«i 4 lit prrfrpt. 
expwienco, and exwnpl© the %m‘vri% i»f ihr «if .»f |i!air*»rw 
speaking. With doggt^d pi»r»ttlrf»rr, lir «si?rli, d shmjf, 
aa|uiring what he hhiwlf h«-p railril ihr !|ir 

conscience and the «f thr «iafr«tsirtft 

During thwe ycara hr had gradwali)- »«,! tirr|»rti«| 

his knowledge of the svihjeri# whirh |trrj*M|ir,«||%’ i-ajHr m|* fi,r 
discussion in tlie various drbalitig Mirirln** hr fiail J- In 
hii boyhood ht l»d h?«I Mill <»ii Ldirrtt, «« Iir|irr9riii«ti%» 
Governnienl, and on the lfi»h A»sl hr •«* fsiiit 

the eq^ual of his eo-debalers in litiwlnigr ami *'*.5it|»rrlfer-fMwii 
of the evolutionary idi?«» wild tlr*irir» «! |fer»w, ‘f tfsibif, 
Huixley, Spencer, Gtmrge Pdiot, awd thrtr |li»! »f |i*t. 

litiealeconomy he knew idwwliiteiy It us tiwt 

hi-8 attention was flwt dbfinitrly tlirrrlrfi ihr n-immmr 

channel 

England and Irtland were greatly tip «! ili» 11111 ® by 

the arrest of Htmry G«>rgc and I.rigli Jsiytw* *■* 

picious strangcre” in Ireland iA«ipt*i, inmt}. « 

master of Eton, wbbing to mr Maorihing of ilir |i€t|Mi|^r 
of the Irish Hiovcminiti ll-wiiiipiinirtl Griirgr «.• a rnrrc9|KffM|rnt 
of the London Timpi, ikmfgv mm imlsfig «ti snt«isi|sils«i» of 
the situation in Ireland pn:?liwiiwry l« In* ««!' |i»«n«> 

ganda in belndf of his Siiiglr T«i llp«r»r», rfiiifsri,«lri| m IVtif 
rw and Pox^rty. Tlw arrest nf Cw*«fgr «fnl *»« ilir 

charge of tieiug agent* of tin* Frrii«it», «*• wtiirlt rtsisiftimlrfl 
on in the newspapers of Great Britain afiil Ir^kiwi, 
in a Parliamentary t|tir»tiii«iag. Prngrrm ami Pt^vetp. fin*- 
nounced by Alfrwl Kw*»frl W^alkrr ii»iinuhirf|if i»»*t 

remarkable and important work of ll»r iiifi-rWnili rnttiirv,** 
began to sell by the thmiaandsi it *«* protriiiirtilif rr%sr-»«l 
the London Timx and doreni of oifitf pmprn, mmi frit 

at last that he was “ lieginntng t*i llir 

cneouragernent came from the I^ntl N«tio»*|i^tiofi 
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which had been founded in London early in 1882, with Alfred 
Russel Wallace at its head.* “ It contained in its member¬ 
ship,” says Mr. Henry George, Jr., in his biography of his 
father, “ those who, like Wallace, desired to take possession of 
the land by purchase and then have the State exact an annual 
quit-rent from whoever held it; those who had the Socialistic 
idea of having the State take possession of the land with or 
without compensation and then manage it; and those who, with 
Henry George, repudiated all idea of either compensation or of 
management, and would recognize common rights to land simply 
by having the State appropriate its annual value by taxation. 
Such conflicting elements could not long continue together, and 
soon those holding the George idea withdrew and organized on 
their own distinctive lines, giving the name of the Land Reform 
Union to their organization.” While interest was at fever heat, 
George was invited by the Land Nationalization Society to 
lecture under the auspices of a working men’s audience in 
Memorial Hall. The bill, a true copy of which lies before me, 
reads as follows: 

LAND NATIONALIZATION. 

Memorial Hall, 

Earringdon Street, 

On Tuesday, September 5th, 1882. 

Under auspices of 

THE LAND NATIONALIZATION SOCIETY. 

Professor 
F. W. Newman 
will preside. 

George’s speech that night was the torch that “ kindled the 
fire in England”—a fire which he afterwards said no human 
power could put out. It was the masses that George was trying 
to educate and arouse. It was the masses whose ear he caught 
that night. 

* Compare Land Nationalization: Its Necessity and Its Aims, by Alfred 
Russel Wallace. Swan, Sonnenschein and Co., 1892. 
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George Eliot« !--^'ini iiwv writ »lso«l.i*r. 'I’lir imj^aiHsin- «f 
the economic bani* ikwiiwl «« isir,” Shaw i»»« r« ?i,i 
and Poneftp; and many «f tfir «lwrrvati«is* ilw fjffrrn- 

year-old Bhaw had uiirtinsritiiisli* lUfuir fi«>« i«m4 ph » •ig.- 
nifleance Httk* 8W}R*etet! in thr rarly llHiil.n ti«%» j*! im imiif. 
ference to land agency.f 

Shaw WU8 80 profoundly iniprr**r«| hi- the Iwm*- »*f' lirnry 
Gcorge’i conclusions and »iiggr»trd rrf»r4s«il uiraitirra ifwi, 
shortly aftc?r reading Pro^^rrM ii««/l*'wi'rriy. I«- »,■«! i** ^ tm-rimg 
of the Social l)f!iiom4tic Fitimilnni, «i}il lli«-rr aumr l«i 
agaiiiHt their drawing a r«l hm-ing firr»«s I hr ir«rl 
by George. The only wntisfurlion hr l«tii ««» i« |«- i«|,i timt 
he Wiia a novice: Itemi (’nftiial, i'»nirj|| ssmit,” wat lltr 

condescending redort of the Boeiiil tk-murr*!®. Hlmw |«ri»»i|it|y 


* Compare (‘'Impter VI, far wfsrn «f |ii» rtintfriitim t# 

Henry (iVorfjr, 

fNo mtire ^iKnifteaHt wiitiwrlkikw M«w« jjf'arlirr rm 

be found In .Shuw’d nrrrt that* Um ittlwrm}! li» it» f»ri ifc,i i*. |»rg«ti 
life by eolleetijig Irkh rrnkl “’ilRw Imtmh katr ii» c*f«w4 

8hllling« of the sweated hwstwwlioas*. fwwl IwiMk*! ii>»! !*» liw 

landlord - he, ptKie devil! had nothing la tU W'lifi ii hmi **» ilw *»s»ft. 
pgee, with li «jdla!i}e drslMetto far Uty irnmipml mfm tmmght nw lliw*. 
artM.” Not, wltlunU tt* spire «f hiwiwr, «!»«». i« ii» f#ri ilw,i nhmm h 
to-dny an abmUer landlord, h««ng *trriwl fftm$ tii» mmAlwt m% 
on which her family lived for ^nrrmtrn* tiy ttvnngmging mnmhf 

Ihftt Mr, Hhaw eonteiiiplntri» with ftilngir4 l|»«l •hirfc h# 

has condemned fwm « tlmu»m,d platforw*, r#rrte4 in M» 
between bl« apnt* and hi* rwortgap**! 

im 
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wrjil »II*I tlul nil, niul thru fniuiil* m In* oijrt* *«»!, thflt Ills 
fttlvisrra wi-rr iiwi'-it riu'k, n« thry !ii«i not rt'wd it thrniwlvrfi! 
It wfiu tlirii rti-rt'^spiiltlr i»nly in thr Frriu’}} vi‘r»ion at thr Ilritisli 
^Insrnin. \\ jllsrtiii Arrlirr Iwin t«j thr tlilt^rnri* with 

whirti Shrtw <itn«hftl ,Mrtr\‘» gri-rtt »ork; hr rntight ht» flwt 
g|jiii|r»r of Shiiw in thr British .MiiHi-inn Litirnry, whrrr lit* 
iiititri'd <1 " >'«»niig nwui ttl tnwny €•ulll|llrx^tln lunl nltirr** ,stndj" 
ifi|f sltmudrly li ind pnmiiltfinrsiusly--■ Dum Ahi/nVn/, unt! an 

nii ssi'iitr i»f 7V’*sfti« iiml lattltif'f 
Whtir D^r^iiij Hn^lri., Hjtrnrrr «i«l tlsrif srh«Hil Irft n di 9 *tiiict 
tinprrsa n|H»ii ISh«w‘a {innd, it nrvrrlh«-lr«>i tnir that hr ni?vc*r 
tirr«m»' « *1*0 iltty hr i* vjufrntly n|»jnwi*d tc» 

ll«r»ini«ii tiifilrrnds%m; «iid yrt thr Sfutvittii |ihih»n|diy* hi«" 
Itiriraliy rctiishlrrrd, t« m iwtiirfil rttii»«|iiri!fT «»f Ihitt hittrr 

fight ftgiiiiwt rtwfniit, liiithority. iiml itrthwhixy, 

Wiiiigtiriitni by Darwin and hia ftdhiwrrs. Bnt Htmw"« «»ri» 
olcigtr «l«irtriiir t% « tint «if Iht* Drwrwl ttf Man nr 

III lltr ih»ia iff t'ikirs, hut itf /Ifis Kapilal. At thi« rrtirinl 
|irrJ«Ml in Hiiaw*# I'firrrf hr r^tnrfly in thr intHut fiir 
rriliirtinn t»f all thr ri»itllirt« In titr rnnfiirt «f rl««f«rs fnr 

rrtifiniiiir wmstrrt, **f »li st»ri«l tn Ihr rrntitnidr fnritw 

ttf «ihI rtrlitiitgr. 'riir rr«l »rrrrt »f ?ikli»rs*s fai- 

dnwtinn ft*r hi«i> m» lir nttrr snich ** ins «|»nral tn mn iminitnrd, 
iinrrrngiiiirtl « fir» ■ Ihr |ni»»trni t»f tialrrtt in 

tte riiwrr grrirftitis »mii# awnrig fhr rrs|wrl#*hlr and r<htr#it«l 
tfrti«n% fur tiir nrrnrwl ttiiddlr rlass in«littitii»n» tliiil h«<l 

itirtwl, tli*#rtrth iHtsIril, wild rnrr«|itrd tiirm fr«ni tlirtr 
tn Hlww fntiml « liwlrril fnr, likr Mnrx, 

h» •‘litilr iifu ti«*l lirrii ill liitti as tirflatirr nf f»siild!r-rl«* rrafirrtn- 
liilily* «f frv»lt fligaifi*! it* tirniiioliitig «fiti pnrnlymi^ iitflw'iir**. 

Ai Sliiiw ; 

•’ * m «Bt s tmlinr on Siiriiilwm; it i» n 

Jemniad «giiin*t lltr htmrgmhy, sii|i|inrt«l liy «tirh a tna** 
of wklwirf* «fMl itirh « rFimtirss griiiti* for dmiinriatinti 
M liwl isrt'rf tir<*rt tifiiilglil to lw«f lK*f»rr. It wn« fiti|»|»n»rfl 
to writtrn fur Itw mmhmg, twit llir wnrhiiig 
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Marx iifvt-r It mi,% Hit* 

revolting of tin* i>nutijt-tusir i!%rtf Liis*«alk% Mi^rXt 
Liebknt’rlit* .Morris, n^iuliniui, Iln^, nil* jiko 
bourgeois cro}*»«Hl VKith MjiHri-nri hv that |wtnh‘tl tlir flan 
red. Bakunin and Kri»|H»tkm, of tin- snilitnrjif nnd rioBIr 
caite (like Napoleon)* ‘»wf ettnntr left. Tin* itiicltllr 
and upper cla»«eii are the n-voUitioourv eleinrnt in mwlvty ; 
the proletariat i« tltc conservative elmirfst, nn Disraeli well 
knew.’' * 

Some iuch Marxist pamion, one surmises, stdte«|Uentlj rarrieit 
weight with Shaw in influernnng his ehoier tjf the Fahian Hariri j 
as the fit mUim for the development ami exphnlatinn of hm 
energy and talent. For at heart Hliaw i» wlmt hi* plitysi ao 
abundantly prove him“~“the revolteil turntgridg. 

Not only did Marx’i jeremiad again*! the himrif^msip awakrtt 
instant response in Shaw; it clntngnt the whole tmor of hi» Itfr. 
No single book—not the Bible of orthtMioxy ami respeclabilily, 
certainly—haa infiuenml Shaw w» much a* the ** bible of I lie 
working classes,” It made him a Hiwiahst. AHhmtgli tw? list* 
since repudiated some of the funilamental reononne throrir* of 
Marx, at this time he found to Pas Kapital the r*tnrrrtc ex|irrii-- 
sion of all those social convietioim, grievanew »nil wrong* whirit 
seethed in the crater of hl^ being. He hecanie that itt«t clclrr- 
mined, most resistless, and often imwt dangerou* of men to deal 
with, a man with a mwsion. ** From that haur,” I once heard 
Mr. Shaw say, I becatnr a man with »o»iie hutitiws in tliii 
world.” 

During the years I8fk1 and Hhaw threw hint.urlf heart 
and soul into the exciting taik of Hocialkl agitation and profi*- 
gandisni. His dogged practice in ptihlic •fwakirig t*«w 
to demonstrate its value with telling rffect. While hr hk 

days in critiei 2 :lng tmok# in the Pali Mull ttinl pirttire* 

in the WorM^ he devoted hw rvenitigw t« rotwislriit ami 
Socialist propagandism. He »rrrpt«i intilatioiiji to aililr#** »II 
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w)rt» IhhIm's till rvt-rj titty in thi* wwk, Sunday not excepted. 
KmirintH-r lii» rtmfr»»it,n that he first eaught the ear of the 
British piihlir oi$ « ritrt in Ilyite Park, to the blaring of brasi 
iKUttb. Oitritig thr«r yrttr», aSo, he wiw roining into clo»e touch 
with the yt»ti«grr griirrtttion tlestined Moon to unite In a lolid 
phiilawt ttw' Ftttiittii St«nVly. Frtihahly no living nmn hw 
tiHirlml iModrrii lift* at »« many |mi«t« nn h»» Bernard Shaw. 
In hi» hfrliinr hr h»* tr«ver»wl ii very lengthy arc on the circle 
of iHodmi rullitrr, iiHMfrrn thought amJ nuMiern pln’loHophy. 
Sovereign ri»«tempt for the laggard is one of hh prominent 
clwrttrtrrislir*, hr hnnarif h«* ever tmen an ** outpost thinker” 
tm thr firsng hue of mtuirrn mtellertual confliet. EaRentially 
sigitdlratil livrayw* r*»rtttittlly nuMirfii, Shaw owes no small share 
of tip nhilily, his versatility, and hi* breadth of interests to his 
torarintisiy artpiisilivr, arttlrly irtt|iii«itivr intellect. Clever ac- 
qiiatfitiincr*, liriiniiiing with ideiis, and owrfiowlng with com- 
Iwlivr iral, fiirtiisltrd griil for the i^«irlr»«ly active mill of 
Sl««*« iiilriiigrfirr. N« hiogniphy which failed to- trace the 
*h«|iiog itifliirniT r^erlrd upon Sh«w*« frantically complex 
rarrrr l»t •tirli wrn m» II«lH*rt Ilknd, Crahiirti Wallai, Sidney 
Dlitirr, SKhirjr Wrhli «fid William .^Itirria, could lay just claim 
t« tir tith* of grtiuitir iwlwral litufnry. 

At Ihr l.»«d lirfttrm Cfittm Shaw first rnrt Sidney Olivier, 
thru tipfirr dwmmn rirrk in Ihr (‘ohmial Offlci*. Sidney Webb 
and Sidriry Olivtrr, very rh»#r friends, were tin* two resident 
rlrfk« Ihrrr. Wlwn Wrldi, at Sh«w*» |M‘r«ua»iim, joined the 
Fabian*, ilhvirr wrnl wdli hitn, Hierc existed ft very close 
not only Wtwmi the vari«i}« iiirndw’W -of the Fabian 
l^irirty, but «la« twtwcrii litany of lla* ailvanrtd socieiici which 
mtm t«i hfr at tliia timr. For eiawpk, Sidney tlllvicr, who wa» 
iccfrlary nl Ihr Fabian Siadrty fur *rvrral yeart, and Etlwartl 
Carfirntcr’# brtilltrr, t^aplairi Alfred Carfamlrr, of the Htjyn! 
K«ty» marriwi »i»lrr*; in thi* w»y Ihrrt* wiw a wrt of family 
roftwrrlioti Iw’twrrii tlir HtK?k}i*l ami lintimnilarian movcmcnti*. 
Olifkr Iwil wmtlr frirndi at Oxford with Ckalmm Walla-s, who 
prolMlily iiirtucfirrii Itirmigh tlii* ronnertiem to become a 
Faliiaii. Tl»c very iiitiwifttf rp|»tkiit cxwting lirtween Slmw, 
Wfldi. Olivier «fid Wall», anil th» ri»iiiW|Uf*fll marked influcnct 
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upon Shaw’H litrrnr^v cnn-rr nml |n-rrnr»»H!tn-,, will !«. 
elHewhfiv at gmiti-r It-tigth. H U nutr«firllsy thul nil of thr»r 
men pcjHHt’MStHi literary taieiit* uf in* nirafi urtli-r. Iwwiks 

have* a worltl-witlt* rt'put«tiuri. UlivirrS play, Mrg, 

Marriage, Han bmi perf«r«H*il l»y ila- Intmhui Staur Hnrirty ; 
ami iu« literary talent !»«*• {Ii*»playni itwlf, imt «iily i,i pifty*. 
but alao in Yt*r«e, essay am! »it«»ry.* In l« his nhitity 

as a facile public s|H'akfr, Hrabnm Wal|i»« a l»f» III ■■ 

erary talent of no mean orilrr, ili»»jilayrtl tiK |w*l aslvniitn^^*- iii 
bin book on Francis Flare, with it* biful r’ipiwilitiii tjf th^. wity 
in which politicH art* wirc-pullett" in Kngtjiiul hy rr*! 
reformers.f 

Another man of talent, wht«e very «f tH*lti*f arwl 

vieW"point exerted a sort of »tsi«ui«tifi|f inftiirnrr u|wm Hliitw* 
was William Clarke, an Oxford M.A., wim rmilrilmtt*«l ll»t» 
chapter on The Indmirid Bmk of Sm-ialum to Fahmn 
A Whitmanite, with itrong frrlmg^ of rat«»niili*t ly|it% in 

spirit to Martineau, the I'mlarwn*. «tid tlirir lo|firttl «tit • 
growth, the American Ethical St*rirty, tijirkr iiwilr npiifi Hl-«w 
an ineffaceable iinprcsstou. Shaw fir«t nirt tld*. rritwrk»ltk» tiiftti 
at the Bedford SocictV'-a im-rlmg whirli iairc fruit in Clarkr*# 
joining the Fabian Society. Clarkr had Irrfitreti in Amrririi, 
known Whitman, and k «.» tlie «»f arv«»r«i 

hookH, Although a «wccr.wf«l hrltirrr, be liad hy thi.* tiiiw 
exhausted the interest of Irrturing, ta-iog mtirh older tlwrt Iftc 
other Fabians, A very iinltirky nmn, tir w«a. In rf»ri*tY|tiritrr, 
very poor. It has bt*cii often «id tl»t in llw tiiillrr €if 
thropy Shaw never let hw right hand know «li«t tii* left wm* 
doing; he found a way to rtdirfr pnvrrly wdtboiit. rv^rii 

ktting Clarke, wlio c|unrrellttl with cwytliing ami rYfrylj^wiy* 
suspect that he was the r«*eifdc«t of Irm* fart tan, Wlt#« tlie 

DaU^ Chronicle edmuged it* indiry snil drrwW to g’ivi* a roli.iitiii 

•Enterlnf the t*nl»>ijisl C>ik*e fmn m$ik l» m 

Secretary of the Islartil of frmn i**t in Itm, giiil on «wsr»» 

fllon* servitl sji Aetlojy novprtwr. IW t« 1« tw- wm» prlftrl|»«l 

clerk In the W»t Afric«a iJej^rtwiitj in April, wm Mppaimtmd 
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ill tf» it>5 rrmrrrrt'* rsiid infrrr^ts, thr fclitur, in 

hit M-firrIi f«»r >»»n}ig hiumt, l»tl nni»ii Slww, i*Ih» i|i)irll_y »yl»H- 
ttitr*! ditrkt- Hi Itin jihsrr, lliul C‘l«rkr rvrr thr trulh 

it isrt'ir «»ils|»3itri{ !l»r Juirriit' of Hhaw hr 

Mlway* riitrriamr.i, Him Sh«iw insist luivs- rinirklitl avrr tllf 
{iilrnt * I hr »rrrrt |i!itlrtnfhrt»|ii!»t r*'^ttr4«'<} nw n iiicir»l 

ftSiiirrliifl.!. ft munsiiumt hf>irfrmlHm, l>y his lii^hly imiriil 
firi»ry * *r»» t'l«rkr, nu mul iwsmltwt tu fhr Imrkbtinr, 

the <>l IhsrtusH}, hC Xjrt#^rhri8in, iif Shttvisuiistn, wriiiril 

|« hr thr- nl rljjnn, “ Vrt itu- hu't lliftt I kllfW lil^ 

Vrtliir a»«i hihI that I rtuihl «yiuji{itlii?.r rvrjt with 

hi-s «»f m»-/' ,Mr hhuw lithl “ kr|it uur prrsynal 

rrJHMr*r 1‘tjliy rnnliiil, 'I’ljr last tiiiir i rallrti «n him 
was »ii tl»*' iwritwl. Hr ‘iit»rki«i|| minlly* «« iHtwh 

ifr li«%r I'rrl^fiily rrfiisi-fl fti m-r #iuy«»lir; hiil hr wii* 

ftitjiir in tlip tiat, mill «»|»riirt! thr ilwjr f«r mr. Willi a 

lift f«rr tlmt |iii%r marlr rtrw Il»rti*» fiiiHlIh Imik wilt 

hy riintr#»t» hr *iinl, llir»m||ii hi» sintt trrtfi; * I ran givr yiiti 
fi%T wimttrs aii»i that la «ll.‘ * My lirnf t'krkr** I rrp)iifl» 

ftifililiiiU' Mlty i»s« elmly* * I mm^i lr«v» ifi liiiff an hnur tt» 

krirfi SIM . ami i hft%-r jii*t Iwrii IhiHkiiig haw I am 

l« gel *♦*«!' ffitw i«*ii M* ftiMiit. f«r I kmiw y«it wtm*! Irt iiir 
gu,' A«i*l »t tiirMnl »ml rtarlly » f Wr Iwgiin tu diw'twp 

Ihr Tiirtirll tlit«irrr mar hhh titr |rt«li rr}«t»„ «tlil I rowhl fuit 
grt away fr»iu lisMi Ihr h«iir wna iirarly tlmihlrth*’'^ 

Tlir |i«rt wiiirli liir l**«l««n Hiirirljf liiit |it»yrtl m Kiigibh lifi% 
aiici Ihr *|«rr tif |l■rrll«r*l iti itii? lA,*ii uf ailvaiiriiig thi' 

pfiiirifilr* tif t'tillrrlsvt*«i »ii tlir last Iwrtily yrnri* alMm' 
iifftr aiiifilr tiiatrrwl fwr • twwik, H« ilitrrw in it* r*millridmm» 
ii tItr •tihjrrl* that st will life* |»t*s»il»fr lirrr li» trarr thr rv»»lit 

* **ti mt0 itaf mf llfr, Aftrr 

ftinnil ■» lltrsin«i*«i l»| ffrirtlsr-itlf wwffciisf «i««y f»f srtrf^l %»■«?» «» 

• li* l»wl II «ll In «« »tsf»rtwiwli» t«%v»t«»rnl Is* t-H* 

m*tm ti*»4i4if«g lli** «? liw twloflswa 

Willi «♦* ***^f»si m « ■risffer 

h*» llwl Itwt. Uf*! f*wmt felilrtl 

bi»li mmt mmk f»mf !!» p|tit|rM»lr t#l«l lilist Sl» iu. trasingljt- 

grif* M k*l mmgH Iw rw§mlm Ws t*i f»sfri^-s9 

til ilfc In »•,* tim if*l tu Mi 

im 
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tionary juIvhikh* of SooiallMii itj Mtifflnud only i« ’‘O t 
directly Ih'/ii's upon SliawX vnv<‘t*i\* Ah wr know, Sli« 
his real eduentitm uh a pupil <jf .Mill, (‘onit»s Dar' 
Spencer. (Converted to Socialinni hy Hi-nry Courier 
Progress and Poverty^ Shaw took to iijHurrrrtioii»ry iC 
after reading Das KujntaL IVInrx’fi lKH»k won hsH «iip 
cause it so fiercely convicted private |>rt»|MTty of n 
spoliation, murder and compulHory preuntittitioii; of 
pestilence and famine; hnttlis imtrder and Middm 
some time before Joining any SocialiHt ‘.oeirly, j 

Socialism with the utmost zeal anti enthu»*in*»«i, "Vhv c 
a society lay between the Social Democratir Frdrral: 
Socialist League—both quite prulftnrinn in tlirir rank 
both aiming at being large working-cksit 
the Fabian Society, which was middle rl«»» llsrou 
through. “When I myself, on the point <tf joiitiiig tl: 
Democratic Federation, chiUigwl my iniiitl and j«i 
Fabian instead,” Bhaw once wrote*, ” I was gtiidrd by 
coverable difference in programme or prittriplr, l«it s 
an instinctive feeling that the Fabinn, aswl ii»*l iImi 
ation, would attract the men of my own lii«s and 
tual habits, who were then ripening for tla* work that 
fore UH.” 

''Fhu meetings held ut Thomas Davidson’« ro««i« »l C' 
1881 - 1 H 8 B funilHhed the initial impuLe to thr rthiral i 
in Ftigland of the Iasi, thirty years, A* itti iinfiinlwlr 
of these meetlngH the Falnau Society sprang into tw 
September, 188^, bonias Davidaon, recentiv* rrliim 
Italy, where he had heen engaged in writing an ititrr| 
of the ethical philoMopfjy of HoHiutni, gatlncrtl ab 
a group of people “inb'renied in religioiisi tlufMiglii. 

*^■0(1 Kocial reform.” Among flteir mitii! 
Mcssm. Frank Podmore, Kdwnrd H. Pe»w, ||«trloi 
Percival Chubb, Dr. Burns CDbson, IL H. Clwtripion, 
William Clarke, Hubert Bland, the Hcv. il W. Allrn »] 


In tills conneetbn, compare 
bwiin, Sonnenscbeln mid Co., t«W, 

lot 




THE FABIAN SOCIETY, 

It, Sm«f, Ewwt** Pa*l 

Fabian Si^AGrns,, Ho. s. 
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Jiipp, Minn Curolnu' HadtJi-n* Miss 1 )hI*> (hwii mul Mrfj. Hinton. 
According t<> Mr. IlavtdtM’k l)Hvid»<oji watt convinrctl of 

“the absululc ncccKBit^* of ftnmding pmctirnl lift* on philn- 
sophical conceptions; of living a Himple, inttdlcctunl 

life, 80 far ns ptwaibk* cnnnimiiisttrnlh, nml on n huftin of nntitrnl 
religion. It wna Hoainininnisin, oin* jmiy ^ny, ciirritMl ii ntrp 
further.'’ The ninny mcetingM nt Mr. IVust-’H rcunns in Osmi- 
burgh Street nntl ekewhere Ihmily liorc fruit in a Hfricn tif 
resolulioiiH propoHtnl by Dr. Burn.H tlibnon.^ tVrtnin inriidH*rii 
of the circle, led hy Mr. IhMluiorr, vtiui t!r?.irrtl !»> Imve a aorioty 
on more genernl lines, purptm-d tjrgaid/ing n st-rtnul novlety* 
not necessarily exchiHive of tin- ” Frllowship.’’ on broath‘r nnd 
more indeterminate lines, leaving it npesi to anyone to belting 
to both societies. At a nuTting on January -Itli, tBB*K llirse 
proposals were substantially agrwtl tf>. I'he original nntiifi 
“ The Fellowship of tlu* New IJfe,** waa rrlairieii by those who 
originally devised it, and a new organ lisa t ion ronatitutecl luiiler 
the title of “ The Fahinii Hoeiety." f 

The Fabian Boclety, aa Hlmw has told m in c'lmrartc?rl»tic 
style, was ** warlike m its origin; it came into rxistence threttigh 
a schism in an earlier itoch-ly for tin* prwreful regerierfitioti <if 
the race by the culfh'ation of perfrclion of inrlividual cli^r* 
acter. C'ertain members of that circle, mmlwlly feeling that 
the revolution would have to wait nn unre«»«rml»ly long timr if 
poRtponed until they persoitally had attaiiird iwrfcrtion, «rt 
Up the banner of Btictidi«i} militant, aeceded from the regrn 
erators, and citabliufjed theiiwlvr» inde|»nrlefitly as the Ftit»i»n 

•The swlety w«j entitled Frltowsfilp of the Ntw 14fe,” and It* 

flrit roarilfeslo w«* entltlwl Fifs Tte fotkiwifif wm Iti orl^nal 

bMl*, m drawn up tiy Mr. Mawrler Atlwi*, «ml wtepted on Nowml»er 
I0th, ISfiSi 

“ W©, iwognWn^ the evil* awt wmnf« thal wtttt t»r*et men »o l«i«g 
M our social life Imsed upon wlfishnw**, amf i^noram*#, mttti 

dmirhg; abovr nil Ihinp to »wppl»nt It t»y a life twsrd upon 
tt««, love and wisdom, unite, for ttw purptw of the higher Ilf# 

among our»elv«, anti «f Imitiring and roaWIng attmm to do the »«iw. 

“And w« now form ottr*etv» Into m Srwhply, to tw ealted the CIttlW 
of the New Life, to carry out tht» purpo*.** 
t Compare of Thtmm Jimidgm, tks WmS-trlnff 

collected and ediW by Wllltiwj Kntoht. T. FIAwr Unwla. Load^ 10Ot. 
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Stirirlv.” hhnw Wtt« luii mw of tlu* tiriginiil Fabmni; in f«rt* 
fu‘ kiu'w miUunic af Uu' wjrirty until it» first tract, 11"% tir# lA# 
fVII into liin h>uuU, F»sr wnnc rrii««n tin* nniiMJ of 
tlu' Muni'ty struck liiiii ns an insjtirntiun. Hiii rhoice fell U|Km 
that iurifty in uhirh hr rutih! ii^rntifY his tirsirr to wt>rk with 
« [vw filurntrit nnd rlrvrr ntni ttf tin* type i>f Hi<hu‘V Webb. 

Ill thr rnrJirit of the surirty thr Fnliinjw weft* roriteiit 

with nothing Ir»» thnn the |ircmi|»t rrronstructiem of 
in nerortinner witii thr highest nnirnl |n»s»iihiUtiri».** Hhiiw 
joined the »iteietj on SrptnnlH'r 5th, IHHk, when it wiui Hhout 
right inoidlw old, hihI in the liihour note* nrrmg jmss-booki 
stage of rvohttton, Bhaw welunUy debated with ti Fahian who 
hwl rlnlwnilrd a |»«»sdKH*k system, tfu* ijuestton whether money 
should tw |M*rmittrd under Hoeiiilistn, or whether klKHir-notea 
would not iw « imife »uil«tde eurreiiey! The next two trarti, 
numbrrwl S «f«t H, were frmn Htittw*# firn; ami although they 
were, m he now rightly regurtk thnn, itiefe literary imutatigi^ 
they wrtc « »u iiii|.iMrt«fit link in tin* history of thr i?¥oIutiim 
of the sorirty,'* *rr«rl Ko, *1, IF/iol AtirliilMiw It, answering the 

• Tf#rl Kii, A itfttwl Iwwi, wWrh t« mm wry iwre, hui for nwtlo ttw 
Wttrfi of tbe iflilr JA»i 

** F«f aiw«|f» it? iWttr ryes, tl t4Wrtyl 
WUtw* tlwl High light wtw'frHy tW wurW t» mwIj 
A«4. %inm$h, Itam »t«y tw, we will Irtwl Hi ttwr.** 

lCirt*i« •W’titto* «f tills manitmhf tlwrvp m HIttstwtIre «f ^aw'i 

adfti»l wot rH»r»rHpri»IH' 

ijfirtrr #«l*tl«g rlfrtt»t%t»tM;-r«, wroltH tw 

witlwnt «r f«ir^ww wltlumt i»il»«fy. 

"'IlMtl llw w«»i rtriklng «f imr •jr«tw» af f^rwHif «*nt 

tk? kiwi awl r«|iil#il Itt |»r!»«le Iw* t*pro Itw* lUil - 

of ww'lrty tfilo Httstile »llli i«r|p ajfifwltt## ««ii nu tllnnrf* 

at mm> «i«l turjfp tlltiiwra «»«l t» «|i|#ptitet «t ttw trttwr, 

mat# ilwiiW wllti IwlklilMaH rs|w-' 

rWty wItH fwiwii* Hi tor rWHtrni, mt iH«t 

eMW mmf li*w a trmm IH# lyrottfiy m rnghei of nmtm^ 

** 1*h«l mmm m iw*ti #|fcw:i#t fwlilfc'#! prltllrps* t» tlwm 

wiwwisi awl t^t III* wijMy |w>- 

“Tltat ll» Ho* IW tnwre right t»i rail 

ttii itatt lie hM to €«yU ito 

im 
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qucation both from the C’{ilhrti\i.‘.t /imi An«r«'hixt |KHut of vtow^ 
rcvoaln tlu* farJj Aiiiirchihtlr Iiiiolng?* of thr wu'irtj; the triift 
really containial nothing that hud imt tiln-mly hren better 
in the fnnunuK ('uminimi»t MnuifeMiu uf ^tarx niul bhigrl*. 
Shaw was eipecially impn'Kwd by tlu* fnrt that, in Jins Kupitai, 
Marx Imd made the mont extennive mv tjf Uu- donmumtH run- 
taining the trw luKtory uf the leaps and hmimb of I-higland’* 
prosperity, ^,g., the Blue Books, 'rhis e««vii»ffd him tl»ttt i* 
tract Htuffed with faetw ami flgtiret, with mreful referenceM t« 
official iources, wan what wa« wanteel. InrapttbJr of making «iirh 
tracts unaided, Shaw at once iKdlitnigld him of Sidney Wriili. 
That “ walking eneyelopaalm,” the atudeid wht* knew eveTythinif 
and forgot nothing, could tlo it, Shaw wa* amar*', an well iw it 
could be done. So he hrouglit all hi» powers of iJerauttsion tci 
bear on Sidney Webb. Picture iu yourself tlie »c«n* • lw« 
earnest, enthuBiastic, revolutionary young men walking up ami 
down Whitehall, outside the C‘ohinini HffiiT dwir, holding long 
and weighty diHctWKlonx, often pnihmged into the wee small 
hourn, concerning the future of SorialiMii Alie kern wit aiul 
agile logic of Slmw piited against the sound jmignmnt ami 
sane conHervatiBjn of Wehh. In this rrueial juncture Himw**. 
proved tiie heavier artillery, ami Wrhb iH-mmi* a Paldfirt. It 
would be difficult to lay one's tlnger upon any rirtnuiistaiire uf 
deeper, more pennanent, or more salutary rfferl upon Hluiw** 
whole life. When Sidney Welds joturif the Fabian Society there 
began a, new and profoundly aigiiiflnint chapter in the liktiiry 
of Bernanl Slmw. The debt Slmw owes l«» Wrhb inralculMbte, 
and no one ih readier to affirm it lliiiii Slmw himself. On vnri«y« 
occasions I have heard l^lr. Shaw wimtiiitingly a^'ribe to Air. 
Webb the greatest iueasure of credit for fomiulating and flirrrt 

“ TJutt we tiHd rather fser « civil war thun iwh aamkrf rnttwry «f 
sufTcrinjj; hh the j>rew>nt one Iwa turoy 
Tract No, H, /ohlre'.Ncd “To Brovltlrot l.uMtiloHlii aotl orgrtt 

the proprietary cinssw to support “wit tmilertakinip for tJ«*ir otijrri 

the parcelling out of waste or Inferior Ismi-. «jw»ng ttr iin4 

the attaehwJent to the anil of u nu«ier«u» l«ily of |»n»|»rtrt«r» ** 

Among the prohahle resutta of anch n reform was (aserttoii a|i 

“The peasant propr!rt«>r, having a ssfm-h In the munlry, wUt. antlk* tl» 
Itmdleaa labourer of tonlay, have «. rwmwwti Inlerwrt with the tuadlorti li» 
rcslfiUnf revolttUonary propofetth." 
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ing the policy of the Fabian Society for many years. The 
truth of the matter,” Mr. Shaw once said to me, “ is that Webb 
and I are very useful to each other. We are in perfect contrast, 
each supplying the deficiency in the other.” On the other hand, 
Mr. Webb assigns the chief credit to Mr. Shaw; and in a per¬ 
sonal letter, as well as in conversation, he has assured me that 
Mr. Shaw has been not simply a leading member, but the leading 
member of the Fabian’ Society practically from its foundation, 
and that it has always expressed his political views and work. 

I think we may safely say that Mr. Shaw and Mr. Webb have 
been mutually complementary—and complimentary. 

The immediate result of the acquisition of Webb, the new 
recruit of the Fabians, was Tract No. 6, Facts for Socialists, a 
tangible proof of Webb’s richly-stored mind and well-nourished 
scholarship. A comparison of this tract with those numbered 
S and 3 is sufficient evidence of the vast practical improvement 
Webb ejffected in the publications of the society. From this 
time forth the tracts and manifestos of the Fabian Society took 
on character and importance through the fortunate conjunction 
of Webb’s encyclopedic mind and Shaw’s literary sense. The 
next publication of importance was Tract No. 7, Capital and 
Land, a survey of the distribution of property among the classes 
in England. Drafted by Sidney Olivier, this tract was aimed 
in reality at the Georgites, who regarded capital as sacred. It 
exhibits growth of independent thought on the part of the 
society, and courage in breaking away from the fetters of 
mere Henry Georgism.” 

Eight years later, that official organ of the Gladstonians, the 
Speaker, defined Fabianism as a “ mixture of dreary, gassy doc- 
Irinairism and crack-brained farcicality, set off by a portentous 
omniscience and a flighty egotism not to be matched outside 
the walls of a lunatic asylum.” Such denunciatory invective 
reveals the activity and influence the Fabian Society must have 
exerted, during those years, in the direction most dreaded by the 
older Whigs. But many were the lessons learned, the hard 
knocks received, the follies rejected, before Fabianism was 
sufficiently dangerous and important to be honoured with the 
scathing denunciation of the Speaker. The Fabian wisdom grew 
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out of i'lu* FabiiUi ; nrimtilir totititiuiii'H <»u! tif in 

KurriH'liunarj juiaroIuMH. Dti'iti* tliv iu|»hti- in tl» ir vir\ni 

at /h'Kii Hh' Kuhiana ww iujI ttnlikr tli*' \«nui^ Sin's.>i.!i>.} Shnv 
soim'wluTi’ (}t‘Hrribi‘s, who plain Ua- rrvuhititmarv pr*i|^raiini}< 
m an affair of Iwrnty-four livtlv hour**, vvith Imlnjtlunli’^m ii; 
full Hwing on Moiuluy nwrnlng^ a Iscfal vutvr t»f llu> 
proletariat on l^tonduj^ afternoon, aiul Soeiali".m in rMniph-ti 
working order on Tuentlay^ After Mr*». \Vil>un, •»til»‘iri|neutli, 
one of the Freedom (iruup of KrtiiHjlkinint Anarrhs^fj»nnii 
the Fabiimn, n aort of influeir/.a td Anarelnon '»pre»ul throiigl 
the Hociety.'** In regard tti political iiiHsjrr» « tjt»id*.ni, tin 
Fabian« c?xliibite<l no definite and es.plie}l di>4agrrri«riit t},* 
Social Democratic Federation, avowedly foimih-d on rrrogtd 
tion of the exintence of a cksa war. Alb I**itbi«i«» and Htu-iai 
Democrats alike, said freely that ** «* gtinpowdrr tlr*tr«yrd thr 
feudal systein, bo the eiipitalint system rotd'd not long nurvivc 
the invention of dynamite*’! Not that they wrfe ilyrniinitania; 
hut, as Shaw expluhw: ** We thought that the sttitrwrut almid 
gunpowder and feiulnliwm waji htstorirally true, atid Ihnt it 
would do the enpitnlistH good to reitdiul tlinu of it.** The «anrr 
spirits ditl not believe the* revolution eonhl la- nrr«f«|i|f>»ht««l 
merely liy singing the MurstUhthr; hut mine of tl»r youthful 
and Insurgent enthu«»ia«t« ** were »« eonviiierd that Soriale»i!| 
had only to he put elearly heftjre the working ek««‘» to eun- 
centralu the power of their imiurn»r number’* into *»«r iirr^iatibh 
organkation, that the revolution wm fi\rd for tHMIl the Mmii' 
versary of the Freneli Ilevidulion at klr*!,** Slww wa® rrr 
tainly not one of the conwrvative forre%; In* wm initspiAeiilj 
catastrophic and alanningly ignorant «f ll»* t«tillif#iri»>u» deli 
cate adju«tments conucaiuent iifwm a wtdr^prrfitl *t«'irti rata 
clyim, “ I reuiemlMT being asked witirirally ittid fMiblirly a: 
that time,” Shaw afterwards wrote, ** how long il W'tndtl trik 
to get Socialism into working order if I had my way. I rrpliwl 
with a spirited modesty, that a fortnighl woiild l»« auinlr fti 
the purpose. When I add that J was freijurnlly rufiipfiiiirntei 
on being one of the more riMonidde you will lie abl 


Compare Fabian Tract No, 41. 
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to appreciate the fervour of our conviction and the extravagant 
levity of our practical ideas.” * 

Broadly stated, the Fabians, in 1885, proceeded upon the 
assumption that their projects were immediately possible and 
realizable, an assumption theoretically as well as practically 
unsound. At the Industrial Remunerative Conference they 
denounced the capitalists as thieves; while among themselves 
they were vehemently debating the questions of revolution, 
anarchism, labour-notes versus pass-books, and other like futile 
and daring projects. The tacit assumption under which they 
worked, the purpose of their campaign with its watchwords: 
“ Educate, Agitate, Organize,” was “ to bring about a tre¬ 
mendous smash-up of existing society, to be succeeded by com¬ 
plete Socialism.” This romantic, almost childlike faith in the 
early consummation of that far-off divine event, towards which 
the whole of Socialist creation moves, meant nothing more nor 
less, as Shaw freely admits, than that they had no true practical 
understanding either of existing society or Socialism. But the 
tone of the society was changing, gradually and almost imper¬ 
ceptibly, from that of insurrectionary futility to economic prac¬ 
ticality. Their tracts and manifestos voiced, less and less fre¬ 
quently, forcible-feeble expressions of altruistic concern and 
humanitarian indignation. The practical bases of Socialism, 
the Fabians began to realize, were in sore need of being laid. 
And there can be no doubt that the frank levity and irreverent 
outspokenness, which are the distinguishing traits of Shaw, the 
artist, were given the fullest field for development in the early 
days of Fabian controversy, when no rein was put on tongue or 
imagination. It was at this period, Shaw has told us, that the 
Fabians contracted the invaluable habit of freely laughing at 
themselves—a habit which has always distinguished them, always 
saved them from being dampened by the gushing enthusiasts who 
mistake their own emotions for public movements. As Shaw 
once expressed it: 

* The Tramition to Social Democracy, an address delivered on September 
7th, 1888, to the Economic Section of the British Association at Bath. 
Printed in Fabian Bssa/ys, but first published in 0«r Gorner, November, 
1888, edited by Annie Besant. 
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** From Uu* firnt mu’h |u-o|»lf tlrd uftrr um* gbinn* at tts, 
docliirin^ that wr wi*rr no! M-ritsu''. <hir f(ir 


aapirationK^ not U> uumtimi mu' wnv m%r oppo 

nenb in preforcnco to dmouHciiii^ thiiii «>» roi uiifs «f th 
luiniiaii racr, ropulli'd frtim itn wo no hmrti't! «tttl rla 

quent SorinUntH, to whom it wriiml rnlloio. i«ol ryiiiral 


far too nmrh rqualitj ami laTsoitni mtunary tyiumg the 
Fabians to allow nf miy iniinbrr prrj»nuhng to gi‘t up luul 
preach at the mt in the fiiHiion wltirli tin* working-rkis 
still tolerate aitbruisRSvely from thrir Irmirrs. Wr knew 
that a certain sort of oratory wiw for * wtoking «p * 

public meetings; but wc n««l«l nn #toking up, am! when 


the F^ablan l>y making the tttm«*|ihrr( 


nonsense umt we could not help laughing at oiir^tlyw.* 


No pcrceptihle differenct* in the yariou* Hocialkl M«>rit‘lies in 
England was apparent until the elrrlitm of IHHfl. When the 
Social Democratic Federation and tl»t high priest of Marxiim, 
the eloquent II. M. Hyndman, flr»t itppmr<‘d in the ftrld, they 
“ loomed hideouHly in the guilty eye «f pnqM^rty.” WhiKt the 
Fabians numbf'red only forty, the F«lrrath»n tri nmnlaT* and 
influence was inngnifled out of all proportion by tht? ifimginatiori 
of the public and the political partiw. Tilt Torict actually 
hclicvcd that the Socialiiits could take enough wlw from the 

*'rrflct No. *1, Tfm Pabian Jit Smh HMmj, ^ O. 
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Eibemls t« mnkv t( worth thrir whilt* to pny the eipwiwes of 
two Hortiili^t rttndiilufrf* in Eondoii.* 'Fhi* SociwI Drinorriits 
catnnuttrd » hiigr tnotifnl hluiuli-r in Hrcrptitig Torj ||«ld to 
pay thr of llu-w t-WtioiiH* to wiv iodldnii of iimkiitg' 

thi* dttmHniii|^ rx|»ohurr tlint, ns fnr ns voting powrr wiw con- 
cernrd, tlu' HorinlisN migtit In* ivgnrdt-d ns iin nhwduttlj 
iifghgihlr qiinntit^v. A nuin- nfritiUH tvsidt tjf tin* ** Tt»rj monoj 
job” to tbr Enlrmtion wits tbf tlrfvi-tion of iimny of its ndbor- 
ents. Tin* Soriniist Ensgtif, in tin* bmguugf of Ajm*ririin Ntt- 
tiiiiml C'onvrntioip, vi««w<'t} with Imlignution nnd re|nu!inttHl 
with Pi'orii tbf tnrtirs of “ tbnt disr»'|intnbh‘ gntigd* the .S, I). E„ 
fti It w«» inirrmttj d«”»igiuttrti; wbilr tho Enliinim* mort‘ |»#trlin» 
mentnrv iit toiu * |»jts»rd tltt- following rrsidution: **'riint the 
finitiuot of tb»" C'tHJin'il of tbo Horiitl Ilrnjot'rntii' Ftnli'rntion in 
Mrrpting monry froni tin* 'I’ory |mHy in imynwnt of tbv fhrtion 
of Sorinhst oftiHlidntt'ii is rwlrulnttni to di?!grnt!t? tlip 
Horittlist fnovt»nu*til in l%iiiglnitti.” (Vrtiiin imnnbrfs of tbi* Frtl- 
cnttiim* timirr tbr Imdrrslop of (*. E. Fit^gfrnld nnd J, 5lnC" 
dimnld* Mwdrd front it, imtl in Frbrkntry, lMHB» forntwl n now 
iKwly rwllril ** ‘riir StM‘inlist 1‘nioii,** w jiirh rkfd toil n proenrunw 
fii*triir«? ft»r bwrriy two yr«rs. Fur from Indng ndnforroil by 
th» m’r»»}oSii»t«, tbr Fnbiiuis wrrr, on tbv rontrnry, ttnly tin* 
tnorr Inrvilftldy forrrd to fornmlntr tbrir own prinriplrs, to 
tiMtnrc* tlirir i*wn individnul jwdiry. From tbi« tinu* forward, 
they were by tbr Fnlrrwtion «s n bosttir l«:«ly. Arid, 

m Straw nay#, ** Wr onr»rlvra hnrw tb»t wr itliindd ItAVtj to find 
A w«y for tiijr»rivr«i w si boot hwihing to ih$ otiirr litHiiri for 
a triiitwoiiby trail.” 

tJuring tbr ynm IHMl? and IHK7* whirb iiwrk the liigb tidr 
unci rrri**»ioti of Ifi»iirrrrlioruain iii rrrrnt E«gli»li Sorliitist bis 
torj, tlir siint* tnrlirian*, tbr Fttlonria, ti«»k liltir nr no hand 
in tlip m-«lnti«ii*ry projrrt* for tbr rrlirf of tin* Hfirtn|doyrd. 
The btnldirig wifiwiidsts wrrr not Wftldrd to sift-rF-ronuT ngitn- 


♦ Tlw wain f«ri* mf tlw' |4i»'Wy tirrr m-iur*lr«i 

*lt lirrifwt rl»if#y froto Ts-ftri, N** II, Tk9 Fdttisi* |f« 

S»l0 liy Mr. wllli Sitr 

»l», Tk» FmHmm hf %V|||l«o Wurferi tVfwr to PuhMm 

Msmm. Itull ikmUm. mm. 
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tions; noi’wus iiuMr lu’lp wniiffd liv tlu' iiu-ii who won* tir^ntii/ing 
chui’cli p/ir/ulcH Hjul tlu' Jiki*. 'ThtM' wnr yrnr'* ot ^rt*nt liist 
among Lhe labouring dahhi-s, nol only in hbigianti, Iml in Hol¬ 
land, in Jhdgiiun, ami f.spfoially in tin* rnilotl StalrH, “'Hh'sc 
wove iliu dajH when Mr. C'humpiun a minting In Lumlon 
Fields that if the whole prtiptTfimi rIu»H had hut tuu* throat 
lit! would out it without a si'oond thought if hv doing ao ho 
oould rodrosH the injuntiooK <»f our Hooinl ayntiuj; and wla n .Mr, 
Hyiidman was expollod from hi« oluh f<»r drdnring on the* 
ThameH Einbankmonl that thoro would In- muuo attention paid 
to cases of starvatum if a rich man were imnKdatrd on » \ery 
pauper’s tomb.” After the Bth of February, IHHh, that mat! 
Monday of window-breaking, shop huiiing, and enrringe" 


storming memory, Ilyndiinuu ( hnnipnm, liurnn, am! \\ dhanii 
were arrested and tried f<sr inHpIrtng tin* ngltalton, hut were 
acquitted. ‘‘The agitathm went on more violently tluui ever 
afterwards; and the restlesH artivity of {’hampimi, wreomhal hy 
Burns’ formidable oratory, Hei'/.ed on every piihtie op|}m1iuiity, 
from tlie Lord Mayor’s Show to Kcrviee** fjjr the poor in West¬ 
minster Abbey or St. Paurs, to paraile the unemployed aiul 
force their elaims upon the attention of the puhlie.** C‘hantpioii 
gave up in disgust ivhen, inipalient of doing nothing hut mareh- 
ing hungry men about the streets and making Hpreehe» to them, 
lie encountered only refusnl of his tw‘o proposal^* to the Federa¬ 
tion: either to empower him to negotiate some srlu-nu* of relief 
with his aristocratic Hynipatlii7er», or ehe gj» tti 'Frafalgar 
Square and stay there until something »*hotijd Imppen. .Matters 
reacdied a erisiK wdien the poliee, nhtrine»l hy the oreanional pro¬ 
posals of incendiary agitation to set London on f|rr »imtillane 
ously at Mie Bank, St. the House of t'ommons, Itir Stock 

Exchange, and the '^I’ower, cleared the iinemployrd out of the 
Square. But the agitation for right of meeting grew »nivrr*m,l 
among the working-elasKca; and finally .Mr, Stead, with the 
whole working-class orgarii*/ation at hi# hark, gave the word 
“To the Square!”* To the Square they alt went, tle-refore, 

* For «.n Interesting aermint of tlw early riwvrtwnts of fttirkthttr eofi- 
sdouHneflft in Rngkml, eewnpare An W the «rt}4, 

Walter Crane} Chapter “ Art and Srjelaliwtt/’ pp, Meltami «ttdl 

Co., 1007. 
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ghftw lell'S »s. with dr?ti«» nml fjnnnrrs wttvirig't In tlirir 

terii «f t» pmlrsl «,g«lnst Ihi* Iriah |icili<’y 

of Uir (fOVrrnmriit, Init r»-H!!y let tnninhiin thr right of mwtirig 
in tin* H<|Ottrr. Willi Iht* nrw {*hii*f ('unuinsHifmrr of Folic*#, 
howrvrri it wn»» ns i»fir n( litmynii’s Pilgrifu« |ntf it, Init ii word 
and n blow. ** Hmt rvrotfol Idlh uf Nuvrinhrr. IHHT, lm« sliie# 
bftn known it* * llltHwIy Snndfty.* 'i’hr }H-rin-» of il wfn» Burni 
and (*utintiigh«tiw' who clmrgrd, two »tnmg, at Ihi* 

rampart of piilin-mm roitml Ihf 8 i|u#irf nml wrri* ovt>rp«wt-*rcd 
and »rrt‘*trd. Ho* hrroinr Mr«. who tmty hr mlt\ 

without thr r^nggrration to hnvr id! hot ktllrd herurlf 

with ovrrwork in looking aftrr th»- pri»onrr», and orgnidiing in 
Ihidr Indtalf m * l,«w and Lilwrty t^-agnr* with ^fr, Htrad, 
M«nwhilr, till* fKilirr r»*rr»vrd tin* l»lrA»iiig «f l^lr. Ctkdstonr; 
and Iniiirfrrti»*id#ni, aftrr it two yours* tnniiigi, vardslird from 
iht and l>»» ««t k'rii timrd of. For, in thr inicidlf 

nf the rtwngrfnl gmwllng ovrr fhr drfral at thr Hipwrr, trari# 
rtfifitti; thr Miieift|il»ynt W'rrr nlmirlird ; tlir *Vlttr firw»|)a|wr ap» 
pfart*tl 111 let in liglit iind Irl off slmni-, In short, the way wai 
ckir »l la*t for Fattinnisfii. thi not forgri, thinigh, that In» 
iiirr»#tifinki« will rr«|i|i«*iir nt the firit drprrssioft in Iradf m 
ittfely »» IIk* ««fi »‘»ll ri*r to mmmw tnortiing.” * 

lleing ** iliigrarefnlty twrlward ** in o|M*n‘«ir »jt«iidng, thr 
Ffthkni l»fl la^ti *iittir»h«t iitrr!**«hrf| in ||«* rtrilrmimti fif 
■fcl* iifiri«|df»y«l agil^tioii*. 1 ‘liry Imil only Hh«w, Walk* and 
||». tlf*i*nt m llyndiiwn, Afidrew flail, Tom 

Mwin, and of Hit* Fwirratiwn, «nti fiymfftiui 

yfpR*»«lt*tlfe o|ir'n'»ir «|ir«krr« of the t^agiie. The 

lek eofitritmthifi of thr Fuliwifi* t« the »gil«lirin wa# a report, 
pdttttd in mwi, reriifiniirriiliiig rffwfiMirfilw in lolMffci rulturr, 
MmI tffW hinting «t rniiipiikory iiiflitary icrfirr as » mr»it« of 

•fciw*# iiwttwf w« m*pf •W# t» m ntrtmg wrrr tirr 

irtiliwwtlr Itwl Im ^ Ifcirliiiltt, ifcttfjir liwt »♦*! 

fcilirtf wflli m Itiifiii Ilf th**' ii«f, wtlil# Armn lirgrr,| 

Kiwi witli ter mm.i «lw m‘hm ilw frnilr«w« >»*» ti»r 

king l«»iii lt«l it firahasu, ilw *tis 
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absorbing: ‘Soiiu' of Uu* uiiMkilh-d utu'iupltivfd. Drawn up hy 
Bland, IIiighaK, Podianrc, Hlnpltdon anti Wi-bh, tiuM whh tin- first. 
Fabian pnblicatinn llmt. couttuiu’d any solid iuformntinn. In 
Juno, 1886’, (ho toinpor of tho sooioiy ovt-r (ho sooinl tpioNtittn 
liaving cook'd (o some o\lont, i!»o b'abiutts “ signttli/od Ihoir 
ropndiatioji of Sooiarinnisiu" by inviting the ItadinilH, the 
SocuIaristB, and anyone olso who woukl cotno, to n grotd confer- 
once, niodollod upon (ho Ituluslrinl Houiunfrativo (’onferonro, and 
dealing with the Nationalization of Lnnil ami ('npital h'ifty- 
three societies sent delegates, and eighitrn pnpcr,>i \vor»‘ road 
during the three aftenumuH aiul ovoningH tlio conforomn* Instod, 
Among those who read papers were two Moinhor.t of PHriiaimnst, 


Foote and Mr. Robertson, of the National Secular Suciet'^ 


Besant, Edward Car|)enter and Stuart (jflrnnic rcpreumtcd vari¬ 
ous other shades of Socialist doctrine anti iHdicf. 'Tlie nmin 
result of the conference wm to make the Fatdaiw known tt» the 
Radical clubs and to prove that they were able to manage a 
conference in a busIneKH-like way. 

By this time the Fabituis hiu! definitely rejected Anarchism, 
and were agreed as to the advisability of setfing to ivork Iiy the 
ordinary politieal methods. The revolutionary hue of the no- 
ciety, however, was not oliliteraied without many wortly duels 
with that Hcctitm of the Socialist League which called itaelf 
Anti"(lommunist, elu'efly represented by .Mr. Joseph Lane and 
William Morris,* It finally became neces.iary to pul the matter 
to a vote in order to delermlnc how ninny adiiereiits .Mrs. Wibon, 
the one avowed Anarchist nmonar the Fabiaiw. could muster. 


0 














f}f| «f IVIw, »nd Blftndt in 

tvotir «f thf tiTj^ammium «f stirh « party, w«« flnaUj earrietl, 
hilt* Morriii*a ritlrr,** disrtnmtrtmtuntig m a fiilw itep tbt* 
tt«npl «f tht Httfiftlists t« ink** part in the Parliamentary ctin« 
‘it, wa« «Mb«*t|iirntl? rrjrrtnl. I’he Fabian Parliamentary 
e«||ue, an arganixalinn within thf surirly itwlf, to wliieb any 
abian might IwUiiig, w-a» now in onlrr to avthtl a break 

ilh the Fftbian* who sytni'wtliimt with Mr«. W»U«n. I’he pre- 
fniimry riianifrsttj <if tht» balv, datwl Frbrnarj, 1HM7, givo« 
w fir»t iketrh of the Fabian polirj of to-day.* The Lmgwe, 
haw tell* IP, flr»t faded into a Pobtiral C‘omiiiiltre of the 
)eiety, and then mrrgril silently and painh'^fy into tlir general 
jdy. The frw branrhr# «f thr wliirh .\trs. 

mmtl ill thr provinrr# had bid * «li«rt life, ipdlt* in be ex- 
kI«I »l tbii timr, fur, oulsidr Horblistir rirrlrs in Lcindon, 
w loeifty remainrd tinkiiown. 

In eonnrrthifi with ShawV own ioilivldiial drvrlfipment, we 
mil icwfi lire Iwiw thr Fitbian# rrrriwd thrir training for ptiblir 
fr Mid brratrir ** rt|tiip|>i.*<l with *11 llir ridtiire of lltr age.'* 
u®re it to »tatr hrrr thttl tlir P*«bj.st«s hail miw thormighly 
ronttilfd tlwnwlws m the hi»tiirir, minintdr and moral Ijraringa 
f 8f«*kli«ffi. Thrir rejertion of Aiiarrlibm mid fn»Mfr#elirm- 
m wa« niit acrowplbhrtl without tin? exp«*f«litiire of many 
ord*, wm nnt tii»tlrrid«i tiy Indlrmws rrsiills. Thr riiinutra 
f llw twiniltntiii* fnreting, •ignaliiirtl by the Bt‘#aiit»fll»nci» 
lorrii rttolidlfifis «a»l atlrfitknt tlttmle, ebwit with the 

gttiieaiil woitli: 

“ Sti^wpirfitly to the wiretiiiif, Ihr tertiary rrrrivetl 
notiet frwti llie iti«fi»grr tif Ainlfrtofi*! Ilolet limt Ihr 
8#elfty eoiiifl md t» irrwntnmlatefi tlwrt f©r any further 
TO#t tings,** 

At my raft, rtrij «l the riwt of lielng rrfti*«i a mrrting- 
be®, lilt Fahiwit t»d iimlly ilenioiklird Ai»rrhi*ni in llir 
attrirt ** by grintiiiig it Iwtirefti htifimii fmtiirr ttinl the ttiroff 


*tlii in bdl, to t« !*» In Tf-m*% S*« -It, |»f. ts>4t. 
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of ooononiic mA.” Tlu'j ntnv hi'gau tn train tin* artillarj of 
their euliure nml efoiuaiiie r![nipmen{ ufanj prurtiral {mlitie.*!. 
Tlic Fabian (’onferencc* of l.MHb, attostini^ tin* i-f|iutliation of 
scctarianiKUi by the Fubiiinn, hatl la-eii ljoyrott<*<l by tin* S, I). F. 
In 188H, the Fabians tulopted a poHey whitdi wcvortd the bint 
link between the Fabian Soeiety lunl the Fetleration. 'Hu* 
Fabians began to join the Liberal ami Undit'nl, or even Die (’on- 
servative, Assoeiations, to become nieinber.H !»f the neareHt liadieal 
(!lub and Co-operative Store* and, whenever po?eiihIe, to be 
delegated to the Metropolitan Radical Fialeratiou and the Lili* 
oral and Radical Union, By making hpeeeluH and moving 
resolutions at the uieetings of these iKKiiea* ami using Du* Far- 
liamentary candidate for the constituency as a entspaw, the 
Fabians succeeded in “permeating” the party firgani/.atiotiH. 
So adroitly did the Fabians manage their machinery of political 
wire-pulling that in IBBB they gaim*d the swiiti ativantiige of 
a Progressive majority full of ideas “ that woulii never have 
come into their lieacls had not the Fabians put them there,” on 
the first London County (’ounciL In Hliaw’s wtirds, In IBl)^: 


“ Tlie generalship of thiH movement was undertaken 
chiefly by Sidney Webb, who pkytal «uch bewildering run* 
juring tricks with the Liberal thimble and the Fabian ireas, 
that to this day both the Liberals and the H*H‘tarian Ho- 
cialists stand aghast at him. It w«» exetting whilst it 
lasted, all this * permeation of Die Liberal party A nn it 
was called; and no person with the smallest iKilitiral intelli¬ 
gence is likely to deny that it made a ftwtlmhi for u« in 
the press and pushed forwani Hoeialisrii in mimiripal 
politics to an extent which eon only Iw appreriatwl by 
those who remember how things stood laffore our cam¬ 
paign, When we publiihed * Fahian K*wy« ' at the end 
of 1889, having ventured with great misgiving on a sub¬ 
scription edition of a thousand, it went off like wnoke; 
and our cheap edition brought up the circuktitin to about 
twenty thousand. In the meantime, we hatl Imm cramming 
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ft>r Sm-uilhtM, tin* firw! rditiun t»f whidi luduallj brought 
m n protit tlu’ tujlv of the kind thru kiiawti. In 

whortf thr jrnrs IHKH, lHW|h lH9t3 wtw ii Ftthiaw 
bourn, . . . ** * 


In thr PtiHtltdl (}ufiaok\ lrt»t «f th«* Ftthinti Hubeft 

llnntl wisriy pri'ihrtrd thol Uu* nuHinul tin* porty Imdrrt hitdl 
;nmft*»krd tin* b'lihiftii tirsigii*!, ttiry Vk'iniUl rnlly rouiul all the 
nstitulhio* tin- Fiibimia wrrr r*tl«rkjug. 'Flu-y might rithrr 
lut off th«' by riif*ting ftthr i»sur», «»* 

'inffHorfiistinrist ttful Ibw^t«iblii»hm»*ot t»f ihr (‘huri’h, or, in 
rtlrl* to ilrfrftt thr rtittlr^rr with tluhr rivals 

or offlur ■■ j»*t »«, for rMimpIr, thr lirpuhhnoia wiiil Drjuurmtw 
luitrd iti thr drfrttt tif Hrnry Ch'orgr fur iimvor of Nrw York 
*ity. In timii two yr«r«, pr»*i|irli«n wm vrnfliHt. 

¥hfll Hiiliiry Wrbb «il}|i|hl to furrr to fmlitiriil itrtioij « 

Lilirrai and *’ Eombm BifrmlK-r «if Farlittoirrit* who 

.Md unwarily rsfirrMrcl virws %-trtyitlly olntliral with Suriallsifit, 
bi* »h»r»%'rrrd that hr w«a not i* Htirialist «titj 

hat Wrhh was. Although thr w«»ril to ** rh»»t‘ w|i thr ranks 
f agtttrwl thr ioritilrrft ** wa* uromptly 

^¥rn» it r«nir ttw* latr* for thr js-riiirntion hittl giiiir on tim 
■mg. Ihit thr rriiiit mm thr ** allow down ** of thr Fttliiart Immh 
,nd thr rail for « ** firw ilral.*' In l«rt, thr Ctitifrrrnrr of thr 
4>ftdtin and l*r«vinr$«l Falnaii Sorirtirsiil F.«w"X 11*11 tin Felirti* 
ry €lhi IKfW* w*# mllrit togrihrr, not l« rrlrbratr tlif rtiti” 
imiftiirr of Itir i^nnraliofi Imwimi* l«it t« furr llw f«rl that it 
W ovrr. Tlir tiiiir h«d roinr for « iirw drp»rlttrr. In hi^ 
dklw** tiNt'forr Itwl rotifrrriirr, HItaw iiidi«*ili»liftgiy mkli ** N‘u 

Sotibt Il'irre •till wiwIiWf ill «* r%-rrywlirrt* el«r» « ^'w^l 

**is of fMililiml r«w inatrrkl* rallitig it%rlf IJ|w*r«h Hmlirrd, 
^ory, I^lwiir, a.ftrt what not, «ir e^rn twt raliing it«*lf nnyfhmg 
;t ftth whirh b rmily to fair Ihr if it i« ndrrotly 

>«dl pciiilrly |in»wl tlttwn rm it. ''rhrrp nfr l|i*'W*atid» ttf lh«r- 
ughlj S«rl«lifw.i ti»'*«ky would havr S«» 

“Twiit Mo. 411 Th« it$ ttki-urp, t». llrftwrdi 

m 
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cialisiu floiTcly if it hmi hocii foiTt'il on tln'iu with tnuntH, 
threats, and demaiuhs that tliey should n*rant all their old pro 
fcssions and coniinit what they regard as an art of ptditirnl 
apostasy. And there are tljoiisnnds inor«‘, not yrt Sorinltzed, 
who must be dealt with in the sauie umunrr. But whilst our 
propaganda is thus still chiefly a matter of permeation, that 
game is played out in our politics. . . . We lutw feel that we 

have brought up all the poliUcal laggards and pushml their 
parties as far as they can be pushed, ami that we have t lien-fore 
cleared the way to the beginning of the apeeial poUtienl work 
of the Sociali8t"-“that of forming a tkdlectiviMt party tjf tlum* 
who have more to gain than to lose by ('ollet-tivtsm, solidly 
arrayed against those who have more to lo^e than to gain liy 
it.” And his final words project no absurdly tftopinn dn-atn of 
striking the shackles from the white slaves of ('apitah While 
expressing undiminished hope for the passihilitie# of a tlistant, 
yet realizable, future, they reveal the sanity of the practical 
man of affairs, of the realist Shaw 1ms «a often magnifletl and 
celebrated. “ You know wlmt we have gone through, ami what 
you will probably have to go through. You know why we 
believe that the middle-claHses will have their ^hare in bringing 
about Socialism, and why we do not hohl aloof front Hadieali«iu, 
Trade-Unionism, or any of the movements which are tradition 
ally individualistic. You know, too, that mme of you can snore 
ardently desire the formation of a genuine C*olk*t'tivi»t |H!litieid 
party, distinct from Conservative and Lilwral alike, than we 
do. Bsit I hope you also know that there w not the alight e*t 
use in merely expressing your aspiration* unle»* ytm ran give 
us some voting power to hack them and that your tnisinew in 
the provinces is, in one phrase, to create that voting |M»wt-r. 
Whilst our backers at the polls arc couritcil by ten*, we must 
continue to crawl and drmlge and lecture m tawt wr ran. When 
they are counted by hundrwJs we can penneate and trim and 
compromiae. When they rise to tens of thouwnds wr sliall take 
the field as an independent party. Give Ui hundmli «f thoU" 
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*• I l»ti» tiw dkikttrlpi tif r#<lmr»irat ta who *im« ivotkiwui ftrtt 

ftwi itlfwfy mwknm% «ftprwa«k, Th«* mrt wwl fur 

Bkkak^m Mikim. In Tkirm /wr xmU. 
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‘*TF thr art «f living wm* tndy tin* nrt cif tliHliu’lir! If thii 

A wcsrki wi>rr n warltl *tf |niri' isitt-iit-td* .Mr. Slmw wnulcl Iw 
% .Mr, Wnlklry thunns tin* tlrnmitti^t h» drify the 

Jkk'ftifitiM. Jil»«y winjl«i dniy Sluiw thr uf h hwirt; 

few citn tirny him thr |Hi»»rft»iun «f h munrknhlr hraiii imtl » 
phwmmeniil fttnilty «f Irlling siwrch. 'Phr |jhitfurm nritlnr af 

tO”ilaj-.--I'Rsyi mmrimittiit* rrsnitrrrfni, iiistftiiiit{HHni«, in rrjsiirlit*, 

iAWntitrht‘ii in Aiirdk**r, sntdiiin* in amkrity Sliaw w»ift otwi* a 
tmwhliii|C» shrittking iwvirr. 1‘hr vrtrmn nf u Umusaml verlinl 
WM mirt* afrniit t« riti«r hi* viiit-ri tiu* hlug-urur, Iht* 
'* qya.ek»«IV'pr ** of » th«M»afiil niyttiflruliwiw* waa tinre afmid 
to open hi» moyth! Aftrr all. Ilir *’lirillitiiit«iici ” extraor” 
diniirj ” Slmw i» only » wlf'iiiadr iiwti. 'riw »hri?r fwrre of hi* 
with fxrrtrci with Irrnirntimf* mrrgy rvrr »itirr hr vmtnv to 
fiMfi'a k llw grr»t motor whirh Iwii rarriril him iti hi* 

lifetittw " fttnn llrt »rvriitrrnlii to thr twrnty'flrat rrniyry,'* A 
ici«ttitio iiatiiral hiattiry of Itrriwnl HhawV mlraorthnary 
wrwr aboyltl iitakr rlwr to all ytiiing a»|»tri»nt» tlwt the rxlmor- 
iinarinrw of ll»l rarwr lir# in il» «r»lt«**ritir»ii. Like a gmjin 
p*opi?r ftfici yitlik® m minor «.* Mr. Shaw onrr piife it to 

»i» ** I littti? litcti inatrMii «f tirr»iiiin|| ttpil frrtling mysrlf with 
uptwtir ronfreliotirry. With a lilt It- nniru rmimgif ami a litllr 
now eiwrgj I riiiiM liavr tlptir wiiirit tisofr; «r»cl I lackrrl thmr 
in my l»|lio#ii I litwl on rny tttittgiwttiijn inttmil of on 
itty work.** 

Btrnaril Shaw Iwj llfrk iungleg with intinilr |m 

tfettci?. Mil rutting of Citif«li«n knot* for iiiin, Tii ignore hi» 
feraittittg, liii firr^iitrnrr* W* tiiwiannlwi ** |in»!H plork 

mil |irr«?tf»r«iirr/* m tiiiiliily It* itwgiiify Iti# natiirol r^jinrity. 
^ygriiai Iht |iIi«>#kiiii#ik«h anil y«it itici llte f»pr*«iwlity, off ’Astii 
yte marvel and on willt the iimh, Iti » ktler l« siw*. mrittm m 
IWN^* Mr. Stww grnm ili», umMth rfwlit to Ihr inflyrftrfc 

^ iraititttg: 
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“ It has i*nabk‘{t i 
an extraordinarily e 
ficient oiilj in feelin 
am in a way a man < 
not have sought out 
simply bored by ho 
not in the least nati 
or clever. If literal 
mill I went throng 
coteries, where wor^ 
mtellectual and spiri 

crate, I should have _ _ 

myaelf. There is nothing more inwchievoua tlmn the notion 
that my works are the mere play of a delightfullj clever 
and whimsical hero ' 
perfectly straightfo 
eptcst novel-writing 
for twenty-five years.” 



The combination of supreme audacity with « iort of expansive 
and ludicrous self-consclousnesi Imi enablini Shaw to secure 
many of his Jimst comic effecti, Ami ytt he once «aid with 
unreasonable tnodesty that anybrnly could get hit skill for the 
same price, and that a gmid many people could probably jifet 
it clieapor. He wrested his »elf*ron«cioufnw» to hi» own end«, 
transforming it from a serious defect into a virtue of genuine 
comic force. The apocryphal incident of Dmicwthenci and the 
pebbles finds its analogue in the c««* of Shaw. Only the nrioat 
persistent and long coritirmcfl efforts enabled him to acquire that 
sublime hardihood in platform siwaking which he depreeatingly 
denominates ” ordinary sclf-posucaijon,” When I^ecky, In 

first dragged him to a nieeting of the &tetical Society, Shaw 

.._ ___ 




I remember a talk with Mr. Shaw on# day at Ajot 8t. 
rence over the morning meal. ” I had an air of iiripud«ic®, 
of course,” said Mr. Hhaw, ” hut wm rtally an arrant coward, 
nervous and self-conscious to a htartrtnding degree. Ytd I 
could not hold my tongue. I started up and said aoinetJhing 
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n thf (IDmti*. luni thm fi ll thnt I im«i imulu gut'h a fool tif 
ijyii'lf (nirri* vnuity; ftjr I IiimI prulinhly tkmr nothing i« the 
enat n«U*wt»rthy ) thnt I vuwi-il I wuuld join Ihi* siHnely, go ewrj 
¥C'ek, rvfry wrrk» fiiui Imtoiiu* n Hpt'nkrr or prrkh in the 

AihI I *nit this rrsohiltun. | ittiiFered ngonies 

\mt rut onr ftti»|»rrh*«f. Ihiriitg thr «f the tWmttT I 

*i*«tiivril to my hrjtrt iiwd to iH'wt h« pninftillj aa m 

‘prruitV going umlrr !trr for thr first timt*, 1 rcmld not u«,? 

whrn I hnikotl «t thr |»ii|»rr in my hniui I rould md collret 
njidf riiough to lirriptsrf « wtird. Amt of thr finir or five 
|K»int^ Umt %^^'rrr my |»r»’tt*\t f«»r this ghiwtly prartlre 
jf frtim% I invfiriuhly forgot thrrr I hi* thm*.’* Yrt in 
lome rritiiirkiihio wny Nlmw iMumigrd to kwji hts tiorvoiwnwi 
I swrrt front ri'rryonr r^rr|it for «l his third ntwting 

w wtt« a*kfd to tttkr Urn rltiyr. Hr boft* out tin? imijrtMbn 
w had cfcatrd «f kdiig mtlirr it|»|ii»h iiml by 

iceepling m off*-Jitttidr«lly m if hr wrrr the H|H*akrr of the House 
if He ttftiTitttrd* roiifr^^mt to i«r that tht* mcnlwy 

iirobAhly got tfir flr^t inkling of his bidden terror by swing that 
lli hand siltwok m* tbiit hr ronld harilly sign tbe inimite# of tbs* 
jrtvitiiti mwting. H»rrr imt»t Iwvr lirrti somrtiittig prcrrtK’ntiyis 
lowevrr, rvrn in iirrvmi* Itrnvfido. Hit one 

roagiliw* ll«vr Itf'rii lit lie |r»* drfiidrti by thr wriety tbitn 

;h«y wyfr by Hlww ldm*rif, yrt it is sigfitfirttfd timt they were 
ifWom igiwrt?d, *riir »|iriikrr of tlw rvriiiiig,}« replying il the 
®ih il*iiiilly |«id Hliiiw llir i|tir»twMwlilr rM}n|i|ijfirtit of adtlfWi- 
ng hiiiweir with wiwir %'igwir to HlniwN rriiiiirk*, and in 

in «|»|irt*riiitivr n-in. t*«n%rri»iinl with tla* |M»iitir*l tlMwiw of 
will thr rvwhilionary llir*»rir» of Darwin iirid bi» irhwtd, 
litttw wm»t tin the iitlirr Iwiob ** horribly igiiomiit ** of tin* 
sorirty** Hr Inrw milliiitg «f pMlilsml mmmtty; 

iK>r«.»wr* hr wn» « forrlgiirr and a rrrhm*. E%wything atrork 
lli fiiind lit Mtt nfiglr that |»fi«birn| frf|«''rlntni c|iiitii a« 

IS ftt prmrtil, but fs«t mi ikiiling. Hi* oitr swrrrts. it «|>|wftr», 
rti »rliit?twl wlini tisr •orirty |i«jd It* Art» of wldrh it wat 
dti|n*tidtHi»ly igimriitit, titr trilmtr «f writing »idr rm rvming 
W » fiaprr on it by » l«ilf in Ilir ** »*tlirtir ** drr« of llir 
»ri»cl. ** t wi|wtl tlw iiKir with that mt’iding,** Hbaw oner told 
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lYie, ** and .si'verul mi’inluTN conirssni {(» nu* nlfm vv himH that it 
was this pi'i't’oniuuuH* that tir>t junth* thrin nrtmsiih r thrir first 
impression of nu' as a disfjsnhuit i<iiot.” 

Shaw porsi'VtTi'd tnkiiifjf thr tlnor at i-\i-rv oppur- 

timily. Liki* the hnniiliated, drliiuit DiHrarli, in hi^ virj^nij 
sptH’H) in the House of ('ouiintuis, Shnw rt Hitlvi-d tlmt ?.tnuf day 
his mocking colleagues nlmuhi lunrt n\c» ami lard him. He 
haunted public nu'etmg.s so he sayn, ** like nu olfiet r alHielril with 
cowardice, who takes every opportunity of going under fin- to 
get over it and learn his hu.Hiue AftiT hi*n efjnvej'.iuit to 
Socialism, lie grew increasingly zcidouh hh n |niidie Hp» ukrr. He 
was BO full of Socialism that lie made the nnturnl uuHtake of 
dragging it in by tlu* ears nl every opportunity, Hu tuir oeea’ 
sion ho so annoyed an amlienee at South I’htee tluit, fur tlie 
only time in his life, he was met with « drniu«>«lrHti»in uf im- 
patience, “I took the hint so ntpitily nm! ap|)rehrn%i%r}y that 
no great harm was done,” Air. Shaw oner saitl ti» met Init I 
still remember it as an unpIeaHiuit ami mortifying di»»euvery 
that there is a limit even to the pnlirnre of that poor, helpless, 
long-Ku/rering animal, the pthdie, witlj politieitl ‘Kpenkersd* Hueh 
an hieideul. had never occurred la-fure; ami although Shaw lm« 
spent Ills life in deriding tin* public, he ha?* taken mre that such 
a mortifying experience never ijeeiir again. Shaw uuw began 
to devote most, of his time to Soeiidist propagandi’^m. An 
eventful experwnee came to him in {HKd, when hr neerptrd an 
invitation to address a workmen’s rluh at Wmslwieh. At first 
he tliought of w'riting n leettuv niul even of eomndtling it to 
memory; for it seemed hardly posnihlr to tprak for nu hour, 

wil'.lwuil. h>vL urhitii tt,» lunierfi, HUtiit.it fur I.-,* msiutti.ni 


in a debate. He now milimi tlmt if lie were to often 

on SodaliHin—aM he fully meant to tlo—'Writing atid learning 
by rote would be* impowsibk for mere want of time, lie made 
a few notes, lieing by thin time cool eiiiiugh to la- whir to use 
them. He found iiw feet without losing lii» hrmi : Ihr tif 
social injustice loosened his tongue, 'rhe h-rltirr, enllwt 
‘^Thieves,” was a denuinstration of the Iftwta that tfie pro¬ 
prietor of an unearned income inflictetl on the roiiimunity ex¬ 
actly the same injury m a burgkr. Fortifktl by ««« itw/if- 

im 
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HimW' fur nu Imur rn.’.ily. I-Vam tluit Hmr fwth hr 

Ji'rrtl tin* bnlfl** wun. 

^ ffi Afftrrlb IHHti, Siin%% |ntrtirtjfrtl«-il in ft nrrit-s of pyblir <b- 
Sinitli luHjjjtitr, Soijtli I*If4tn\ Fliwhiirjy, 

"j-TJ.C"*- llt'J't* f**r till* fit'fit tmu* Jji- trjn} In** hnihl, jij u fuifly 

jJ^ tin nil Htiflirftt*” • bv irt*iIH of Mf'cifi’s, 

fitr ||riii*rnl tillr of this 

t»f .'"'ttitjlwy #if * I hifi wiis it (btrittn yjitlyP" 

^^»***'‘ iH-itlu-f tltf r\nrriruri* nor tin- wffilr 

*^1* rollr/s|Htc-*j, D |irrhn|04 for tln» ivutoii tltnl lu* 
(licl *»*♦* fwrtsfsilHrly ib^t!n^i»i4» hmsHflf, ln« oppom-nt j^ivinn* 

liiii* f** I”- Mrs*. Ilrfoiiit, H born orator, \vsw ifityr- 

ritHjttmt, «lvi!r \V*'bb tpiitr rrlipM-il Sbnw, psiajlivrly 
ath'rr'iiiry. Cbir »}io km-^” Intn «rll at tbin 
Bt»||i% liowrvrr, «*iitl tli«l if ffrniarrl Hlmw km-w ntilliing, 
He iiivrnirti »• Itr wrnl «|i»fi||. Tbi- IsnbtiirM nf ftmrb, tlir nim* 
Hlen-t"** «f intrlirrt, Ittrkrii roiiijifrtr ilrvrlojnnrttl. At III!* Ijmi* 
i;He elrvff y<»nii|| lri»l««iin Imil »r»lbrr inmniry rmnigli f«r 

furl*, nor prr»rtirr of iiiifnl rtwii^b to Ik* mi PMsy 
•willttt*'**’ in tb'balr. 

iirir bii* tri nirtt-anml tlir all iitiporlitnl ifiHwrnrr Sitlnry 
■W*c»l*t» lw» r%rrtrtl upon Slm»N rarrrr, ifatinjf frnin timt mm* 
rt-rninjl «t tbr Krtrtiral Hi^Orlf »|»rf| Mliaw gflltol in 
o|'»c*»is inotilli«l iroiiilrf ml tlml twrarlr »f rl!Vrtivrnr»% »!«| mmlrl 
of* |»«»*r*s«tn. Sln«»*s niltiMfaliiifi ba# wa«ri|, fint WftWnb 

wit’ll tt*r piia^ngr itf liMM*. 'fo-tlut f»r rrgartft Wi'l*l* ».i IWp of 
tlii* ifiiwt rslfttjiriliniirf niiil mpalilr iiirn l*|ir rritir mbo, 

* Oty M«frb Wti, Mr* Attsstr |lr-*#ol |f’'«lsiaii ,%rlrty| mrmf 

C?CTlt*>’'fc« »i»l»|erl * **'l'l»«| ilw< ipslstctirr s*!* riais#* »-|w ll»r «j**»n un 

C!»yon«*'*l t»rti«*KP» Is ttoflisw'wlal li» llw! wrlfiaft" wf liw rtitjsttintiliy, «j»4 itiight 
tto |i«t m% rtnl !« i*f irft»|-a*n»n" l»i» Martsl» llllt, Mr ti }l Shsi» 

Awlrl^ I rr#Wj» llrs I'*. W y«»fcl, »»sl'|rr!, ** 11i«| Sbr wrlfafr of 

titer I^P Ifflisefrl' «f Itm ««rf p%ia!ft(}f 

Oj® tt«f» prh^lm «»»ttrts l 4 ! Siw’ fist /o?}s, Mr 

3lclft«fy Wrt»t* fFsIilait Avlrntfl «•#■»#«# Iff T 11 K«|»irf, oi^t'lrii "'iljai 
tll«» ttiaiw |trltlfi|4l!Pa f*f Hfr rift, »tmi fit wriitilsn-* *• 

tin»cl«?rfl f«r»itw*i|»ir iM'kfti'r.'* Hits %ir. II ti I1t«ji»j4.»!s 

Mt*. Wsml»«r»rlli aiitl ||pfrs»rr Iragwrl, 

ifilrffisrwfsr# Willi, «t«l r»«sfr»l tjf, imliulfy i« I*, 

will ^ la tlw rttfiiwmttttif .*'* 
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THE CART AND TRUMPET 

in Disraelian phrase, regards Shaw as “ one vast appropriation 
cdavisc,” will find some support for this belief in Shaw’s state¬ 
ment that the difFerence between Shaw with Webb’s brains and 
knowledge at his disposal, and Shaw by himself, is enormous 
“ Nobody has as yet gauged it,” Mr. Shaw once said in a letter 
to me, “ because as I am an incorrigible mountebank, and Webb 
is one of the simplest of geniuses, I have always been in the 
centre of the stage whilst Webb has been prompting me, invisible, 
from the side.” Shaw’s faculties of acquisitiveness and appro¬ 
priation are enormously developed, a fact once comically accen¬ 
tuated by him in the frank avowal he once made to me: “ I am 
an expert picker of other men’s brains, and I have been ex- 
ceptionany fortunate in my friends.” 

It was not without severe training and incessant work that 
Shaw and his fellow Fabians acquired the equipment in the his¬ 
toric and economic weapons of Social Democracy, comparable 
to that which Ferdinand Lassallc in his day so defiantly flaunted 
in the faces of his adversaries. While Stead, Hyndman and 
Burns were organizing the unemployed agitation in the streets, 
the Fabians were diligently training themselves for public life. 
Frank l\){linorc, a Post Office civil servant, and Edward Rey¬ 
nolds Pease, present secretary of the Fabian Society, two orig¬ 
inal Fabians, were groat friends, and the earliest Fabian meet¬ 
ings were held alternately at Pease’s rooms in Osnaburgh Street, 
and at Podmore’s, in Dean’s Yard, Westminster.* Certain of 

^ At. this lime, it !h i rite res tinp^ to recall, Pease and Podmore were deeply 
interested in the Psyehiedl Ileseareh Society, which had its oflSice in the 
Dean’s Yard rooms. In this way the Fabians, Shaw in particular, were 
broiight in close touch witli the exploits of thi.s society at its most exciting 
period, wlrejj Mndsine Blavnlsky wn.s cxpo.scd by the American, R. Hodgson. 
Compare, for example, Shaw’s two book-reviews in the Pall Mall Gazette: 
A Hcothind Vnrd for HpecI.rofi, Irelng a notice of the Proceedings of the 
^Qciiily fur pHyvhh'(tl lUsmi'ch (January S3d, 1886), and A Life of 
Mmkme iHavafsky (January (ilh, 1887). On one eventful evening Shaw 
attended a Faliinn meeting, them went on to hear the end of a Psychical 
RcHcarch sdnnre, and ended by sleeping in a haunted house with a cora- 
mitlec of gho.sl-lumlers. Picture, if you can, Slmw’s deep mortification, 
his intense disguHt over liaving a nightmare on that night of all nights, 
and waking up in a corner of the room struggling desperately with the 
ghost. 
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the Fahi/ui-'i sudlv A'll t!u* nerd of .solid itiforiu.di<Jti and trail 
inff, in inhlilinu In that att'uvdrd liy the UH-rtln^s <d’ tlu' .sonifl'ii 
Thrown upon tlunr huiividnal rf.^mtn-rs^ tho-if mo.st scholnrl 
iiudiiu'd id’ tho FnldanH, n Vfriinhh- hnndl’td> rmunh-r! thf Ilanij 
Httaui Historic C’luh. First chtahlishrd as a sort td’ mutiu 
improvement society fur tlmsc mubilious Fahinn^ wishing I 
read, mark, learn and inwardlv digest .Mnr\ and Proudlioi 
this club was nfterwurilH turned into a sYstenudic history elnsj 
in which each Kludent took hi-s turn at In iug professor, d'lu: 
they taught each other what they tlninselve-, wisheii to lean 
nepuiring the inosi thorough am! minute knowledge of the sul 
jeet under diHeuHHton. In these days Slntw, Webb, Olivier an 
WalhiH were the brnvia's of ndvaiieetl eeimomies the 'I'lin 
MuKkctccrs and D^Artagruun Ah Olivier ami Wulluh were me 
of very exceptional character and attiduments, Shaw was ci 
abled, an be once exjire.sKed d in my presmee, t»> work wit 
a four-imuv'powcr wpud to a four hutnlnd-ordinaryunni 
power, whleh made Iiih ffnillftauM and other literary perfurn 
aiuH'H “ (juite unlike nnytliing tbat the onlinnry liermit-era 
could produced* Mr. Shaw thuK cxplnirinl very tpininlly tl 
Kccret. of his sma’e.sK at this period. In faet the hriliian 
extraordinary Shaw wuh brillinnl and e\t raordinnry ; but the 
I hail an incompnralde thn-sliing machine for my ideas 
nmebine which contributed heaps of ideas to my little Mtori 
and when I wemed most crnginal and fantastic, I was ofte 
simply an amanuenH^ with a rather exceptiomd literary knacl 
cuItivattHl hy dogged practiced* Ami tif his tlirec warm friciui 
he freely confcHKcdi They knocked a tremrndinw It>t of not 
Mense, ignorance and vulgarity out of me, for we were on (piit 
ruthlcHM terniH with one anotherd* 

Another associate, one of the Fidniin cHsayijits am! m»w 
journalist, Hubert BlamI, wii»—-and in ^ttilk of great value t 
Shaw and hm eolleagtien, by reason of ids strong indtvidindit 
and hard common seiwe, and on account of the fart that hi 
viewi ran counter to Webldw on many linen. lihtm! lived a 
Blackheath, on the «outb wide of the river, at lliiM tiniej an 
his wife, the very clever woman and di5*tingui»hed author, ** li 
Nesbitf* wai a remarkable figure at the Fabian weeltiiga durin 




Tim {’AUT AND TRUMPET 


the firnt. Kevcti or eight, yvarn of iln eKiMienee. During the era 
of the llanipHtead HiNtorie Club, Blniul had a circle of hii 
own at Blaeklieath; mul nliliough II/unpHleacb l3^ing north of 
Lorulon, wan cpiite out of Blniurs dintrlel, Shaw and his friendi 
tiHcd KonietttiU'K to dcKrend rm bin evening particH. Bland had 
an utter contempt for the BohemianiHm of Shaw and his conv 
pnnioiiH, evincing it by wearing invarinl)ly an irreproachable 
h'ock“Coat, full lint, anti a ningle cyeglaHs wliich infuriated every"* 
body. MrK. Bland grncimialy humoured the recklcHH Boliemian- 
ism of the imouriant h’abiunN, nml on tme memorable occasion 
stopped them at her dotjr, went ftjr needle and thread, and— 
perhaps with a faint hope of prenerving the haut ton of her 
social evening —then and tltcre sewetl np the aleeve of Sidney 
Olivier'^s brown velveteen jneket. A (kriiitr rmorif, for the 
sleeve was all hut torn out! There was some compensation 
in the fact that, even Ibetu Olivier ftdly looked the dignified 
part he was one day to fill. Bttt it is not easy to doubt that 
the arrant Bohemianism tif the luckless Fabians, their reckless 
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ri'cipieiit, like Molu-n* nhvnvs tukini^ ijis luatt-rinl where he 
foimcl it. Ill hi.s tswn perulini nui!, at tiun'., ^nnilv irrifntini^ 
way, he mmle liw pernonulily htruupjiy felt, t'Sertiui^;^ great influ- 
ence by Kheer fiirce of a Hort tif peiweine euutmun mum*. 'INj 
employ Poe’n apt (kwriptive, he wn?» tiu* Imp of the PerverM* 
made flcHh. In the eirele of the FahmiiM tlnre wuh room f(jr 
considerable strife of tenipernmeids anti in the other Sorinli.’,! 
societies, quarrels and hplifs and KdiisHH Here rather fret|ttetit. 
Unquestionably Shaw’s <juin(ehhi‘utial service to the Fidham lay 
in his pioneering ideas and Ids knack «»f drafting tldng.H in 
literary form and arranging his ctdlcnguen’ ideu?* for them with 
Irish lucidity. A somewdiat less conspicUinjH, yet little le«=.H im¬ 
portant, service consisteti in clearing the ntinoqdier., ia ea?«ing 
ojff the personal friction which not infrequently piiaiucrtt nmuke 
and at times threatened to kiiulle a conflngration. 'I'ld** }iei>.tiiml 
friction Shaw managed to elindiiate in a mo»t rh.ii‘f{ctertitic 
way: by a sort of tact which sitperflcmlly looked like the muA 
outragODUB wnuit of it. Whenever there was a grievance, in»!i*ad 
of trying to patch matters up, Shaw would deliherately betray 
everybody’s coididcucc after the faslumi (sf Sidney 'rrefunis, hy 
stating it before the whole set in the nio**t fjjon»ifrmidy evng* 
gerated terms. What would have been the result Huumg nc- 
quaintances less closely linked hy lies of per’^oiud frieiu!''hip it 
is cosy to imagine. 'I'he usual re-iuit, however, of SlianX hazard¬ 
ous and tactless outspokennesH wa*» that everytanly repudiiited 
his monstrous exaggerations, ami whatever of grirvanre there 
was in the matter was fully expintned. Clf rour«e, Shaw was 
first deruninccrl us a reckless mischief maker, aiu! nfli-rwarti* f»r» 
given as a privileged lunatic. 

Once every fortnight, for a number of years. Slinw nttemlwi 
the meetings of the Hampstead Historic (’lub; nml in the 
alternate weeks he spent a idght at a private rirrh- of ertmo- 
mists which Hubsequently developed into The Hoynl Ivronomic 
Society. Fabian, and especially Shitvian, H<H'inli»m 1 % strictly 
economic in character, a circumstance due ii$ mi »uutil mriwtiA‘ 
to the fact that in this circle of ce«noint»ts the »«ci;d question 
was left out and the work kept on alwtraci ecimoudc lines. In 
speaking of this period, Shaw afterwards confwwii: 

ISO 
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“ I uj.uir nil mv m-ijttnhitnnrw think me madder than 
uMiiil t»y thr |»rrtumrity with whifh I attended debating 
nm‘irtsr^» imd hiuintni all s,»rt» of hole-antl-cnrncr debates 
niid jothlie mrrtings iind nmdi- spreehes at them. I wa« 
l»rr»idrnl of thr I.oeat (ioveriimrnt Hoard at an amateur 
Parltaiurnl wtirrr a Fahinit had to pul its pro- 

|itwd« into hhu’k and whiti* in the shape of Parliamentary 
Hills, Every Sunday I lerturtHl cm some subject I wanted 
to te«i !» t»» invM'lf; and it wtt» not until I had come to the 
point of la'ing able to deliver sejmrate lecturcH, without 
ticdr** «sn lirtif* Itdrre^l, Profit®, Wngi‘H, Toryism, Idberal- 
i»io, Sm'irth*m* ( ''ommt}«i»m. Anarchism, Trade-Unioniim, 
C*«•operation, lh-inorr*iry, the IHviuion of Soeiety into 
tt«d tbr Suitability of lliniwn Nature to Systems 
of IVitsI I)i»triliiili#»«* that 1 was able to handle Social 
llrMiorriicy m it mw\ t»r hiiridlrd tm-fort* it can be preached 
in «tirli * way to |irr»rist it to every sort of man from 
iiw own parlirukr poiisl of view. In old lecture lists of 
the Htadrty ynu will fiiitl ttiy name down for twelve d liferent 
Irrtitrrs or »p. Nowadays (IWS), I have only one, for^ 
wlurli l!»«? wrrrl ary h g«Ml rfiinigh to invent four or five 
diffprrnl nmm-*** * 

'Pin* «»iily n|»|«*i$*'td* who tirld tlirif own against the p’abians 
in driiatr, i«rfi likr l,4r'vy and lAmte, had Imnied in the harsh 
aclicud of e^fw-rirtirr; like tlie P*aliistn*, they had found pleasure 
and profit in •|»raktng, In drlmlinn, and in picking up bllH of 
social iiifortMutwii in llir iii»l mil-Mf-the-way plmim It was 
tlii® krrii S»ri«li*tir ari|tii*itivritrM of the p’abiani, their rendi' 
nrsa to r»rlsr« llir rotivriitiimai aititiirffienti for the plcnKuri’ 
to la* drrsvrd fnm •fw«kifi|C each week, whicdi 

pn*|mml Ihrin for tbr plalffiffti campaigns of the 

futurr. Ami »iirh fiiti it wm ti> Hip Fabian swashhucklers ! 
After tififig ** driven in ilisgwre ** «»ilt cif AndtrttinV Hotel, awl 
*uli*«|tiriitly iml t»f m rlw|>rl fip»r Wariloiir Strwt in which 
they liiifl Mtiighf •anrttwry, tbr wtmt to WillisN 

*Tt»et N». *i, Tk* Its Emrfy flktwp, hy (I Bernard 
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the most aristoeralie and alsn, ns it tnrm-d <mt, the chcapewt 
place of meeting in lamthm. “ Our favouriti- sport,” nayH Shaw» 
“ was inviting poliiieianH and eeouoniistN t») leeture to and 

tlicn falling on them with idl otjr erudition and th'hatin^ nkilU 
and making them wish they had inner been Imnu” oih‘ 

occaBion the Fabiana confuted ('o operntion in the poraon of 
Mr. Benjamin Jones on a point tm which, us Shaw afti>rvvnr<l« 
confessed, they Bubseciueutly found rennon to iudieve that thoy 
were entirely in the wrong and he entirvly in the right. 'The 
16bh of March, IBBB, eonuneinorate.H tho most signul victory 
of the Fabians in this speeies of gui'rrilla warfare. On that 
night of glorious memory a welhkntiwii member of Farlianient, 
now the Secretary of State for War, lured into the Fal)ian 
ambuscade, was butchered to make a Fabian holiday, "The 
following ludicrous account of the incident was written by the 
Individualist, Mr. G. Stamlring, In Thr l^larch 17'th, 

1888. Picture to yourself the scene -a spaeiou* anti Itifty 
apartment, brilliantly lightetl by scores of wax candles in hniul” 
some camlelubra, and about eigldy ladicji and gentlemen, acnt otl 
around on comfortable chairs, lying in wait hm the unHuspcct i«g 
M.P. The compfiny is eoinposini almost excluMi%'ely of nierniicrs 
of the Fabian Society-“A Hucinlijit body wboae ninttn is: 
Don’t fie in a hurry; but when you do go it, gji it thick ! ’* 

Such were the Kurroimdings when, on IVfarch 16th, Mr, 
H, B. Haldane, M.P., was brought forth to meet his- fate. 
The hon. gentleman, who i« a lawyer and Member for 
Haddingtonshire, wa« annmincetl to s|ie#ik on ‘ llacUrnl 
Hemedies for Economic Evik,’ but one erndd easily 
timt this was a mere ruse of war. The Fabian 6^htt*ra 
wore drawn up in battle array before the tlmirman’H table, 
ready for the fatal onilnught. 

“ Truth to tell, Mr. Haldane did not appear at alt 
alarmed at the prospect of his impending butehtry. Kreet 
and manly, he Rtood at the table, and in calm, well-chc)«ert 
language showed cauae for Ids belief thiit liadical princi¬ 
ples and Radical methods are snfHeient to cure the cvila 
of society. He then erificallv cxaminetl a. Fahian 
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phlft, ' "Hu* 'IViH* Hmiit'rtl Frugrummr,* urul pul in cli?« 
mum*r« thm-tu. 'riu* luui. »uul Ifurmnl gimtlemnn i|H)ke 
far iin haur, «mi! m I ml an my aunhiaiiwi rhnir, encom” 
ptwwtrcl rtHUul nlunit by Sin'inlistfi, brant lung' «n ntrncwphert’ 
iinprugfuilatl with Ntn'inlism, I niul daftly miir'* 

inuml; * Vrrsly, mx nngrl bnth nmia tluwn frmii hi'ttVftii* 

** A» thn ln»t wartia i>f Mr. Ibiltbuu* dirtl tiway* tlu* ihorE 
»hii.rp (ft tlu* difunufUiN vttirr taltl that thr rnrnngt? 

wm ttbtuil lt> ramiiirnrr. After mmu* drhvilfary qtu*»tiuning, 
Mr. Hiclliry Wrlib ipriiug ta lii» facE rttgrr, rxcitiMl imcl 
nnxitiUf* in sluikr tlu- bfr «»ut t»f Mr. Ilttltlnni’ In-farr nnyum* 
i*|»f rtiulil grt nl bbu. Hr upakr rwjUilly «« ta bmuiU’ 
»i liinrw ninmat snrabrrmt. ^Ir. Wrbb irrnu'il to be 
elwrgfii with nmttrr rnmtgh fur a. fartniglit, and he wa* 
naturally lirsirmt* l« firr m inurli t»f it as |M»iiihlr into 
the laaly of lla*- riiriny. At irnglh the warning bell of 
the (1'»air«»n wm» hr«fih and tin- attark was tmntinuiHi by 
Mrt. Annir llr*anl» wlw» »tafwlifig with lirr bank to tlie 
foTt fared roiiiid l« rtn|tb«*ii4‘ a fKiint. Then 

up rt»i? tkmrgr Itrriwrd Hb»w, jitid n» be spiike, h» gr«turf» 
iUgge»t«i til Itie the idr« that hr had got Mr. Ilttkkiie 
upon a riwllr, ami w«e parking him In pirrr* 
IJtiiti by hnilitwsrkrtl ltay=» tli#ifdrgr«tr ftie«, Mr, Slmw 
went «%*er Ihr Itudlral liiir« «• kkl ilot'O by hb o|ipfmrttt, 
lhi» W*» llir Imriirti af hi« TImt mt gond, 

I,III* ti m ttw* other i# fi« gtioil-—while you feairi nine 

liuadr«l thmiMfiil niilliMn*, »« tbr of Eeiit and In¬ 

tertill ill the httiid* of »n ii-llr rlti*#. I,^t it* 

Ihf niti** litifidrrd llttiit»»«d wtid all thr»e (iladirfd) 

iWngi #t»li l» ftiifle-il »int« yi-iti. Hilf, El«w firetl a Parthian 
*h-ot lie •«t iltjwn. Isir. Ilahtenr Iwii »|iitkrti of rdnru 
tt«i, tlettw'filary iiwil Icrtmiral, « m iiteail* of aiHittn-JUg 
Mtlonal weifur#. Shaw fo-rl tliin with ii|irn trnrin «i»d 
dbel«ri?d that lltp nuMt titefiil awl per«««ry kind »f i-dnrti 
li«i w«-t llitf wliie»li«« of llie fdlirr«l party! With U«it he 
iubiiilttl m M mm’WMtrr Imlh of Fabiftfi l•tlgllter. 

** Tilt tfia^arw** *m rotiinltfwi by i«fi iillirr niri«ltrr% nf 
til* Sutiwly* «wd tl»« thr C*h«lfin*« rallwl tiptm Mr, llai- 

im 
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clane to ri'ply. Hideous rntjckerv! thr (‘hHiriiinu ktu*w that 
HuIcIhiu' whs dmd! He luul him torn, hissed and 

trampled imderfcmt. IVrhnpw he expected the p^hont of tin* 
M.P. to rise aud condude the delade with friglstful gibher- 
ings of flloshlcsa jaws ami gestures tif bony hniids. Imhrd, 
I heard a rustling of papers, as if one gathered his mdes 
for a speech; but I felt uuahle to face the grisly horror of 
a phantom replying to its nsHasHins, so I Hctld* 

The three great influenees, fonnativi* and deterndnativc, 
whose importance in their Imiring upon Shaw’s eaia-er can 
scarcely be overcstimatetl, arc: first, iniitute and exhaustive re¬ 
searches into the economic basw of society ; second, his pcrseviT- 
ing efforts as a public man toward the practical refortnation tjf 
patent social evils; and, third, hi« strcmiouM activity penistetl 
in for many years, a« a public speaker and Socinlist propa¬ 
gandist. His plays arc so permeated with the spirit of era« 
nomic and social research that they may Iw ntlled, with little 
exaggeration, clinical lecturer upon the aoeial niiatomy of our 
time. Shaw, the public man, the tnan of affnirs, never the literary 
ix'cluse of the ivory tower, stands reveahnl alike itt rriticisfo 
and drama. There is more truth than jest in ShawV statejnciit, 
generally greeted with derisive scepticism, that hi* playj* differ 
from those of other dramiitists hecatoie he has Is-rn ii vestryman 
and bonmglj councillor. And there m sea ready a play of 
Shaw’s which does not Iwir the hall-mark of the facile debater. 
His weekly fmilbtom, his literary crlticisirw, provimative* argu¬ 
mentative, controversial, imack of the areim and the piddic 
platform. 

This close touch with actual life, tlii* vital awwiciation with 
public effort and social reform, have imparted to HhawV literary 
productions a rare, an tmifjue flavour. He h«M giine down 
unflinchingly into the pitilesH and dusty amta to j«w*t against 
all comers. Shaw has never lived the literary life, never Ih*- 
longed to a literary cIuIj. lie has never lived ** tm 

guotidieniM d*un Hamlttd* who, m Maeterlinck a»wrl», h» titne 
to live because he does not act. Hlmw ha* frumcl life in action, 
action in life. Although he brought all hii power* untfwritigly 
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In thr rritit sMH i»f tlir ihiv nrN, hi* nrver frequented their uocml 
surnniudinic*. When hr wiw imt lietunHy writing or attending 
|KTft*r«ianrr», hi» tiun* w«« fully tnkeu up by public work, in 
whirb hr wfi» furtuiwte mough to In* fwsoeifittfl with a few men 
td r\rr|»ti“«al abdity and rbnrneter. From 18BB to 1888, he 
wMs rritis'ixing iKjoksi uj tb** At nil ami pictures in 

tin* Wnrhi. Irft him bi» rsmiiigs fm*; ctniHequently he did 

H trrmrndous iiiimtint of piihlie »|H*nking and <Mmting- '-speak¬ 
ing in thr oprii ntr, in thr streets, in the parks, at deimmHtra- 
tion-* taiv^hvrr ami everywhere. While he never belonged to 
a literary ehih, mt ridletl, he was a member of several literary 
stieietir* in l.titidon. fli» inlimate ttequiiintanee with Shake- 
sjware Wtt» im|*r«ivpii liy lii» ipiiel lili-rary ofT-nights at the New 
HtiHkr..%|w»rr Hwrirty iititlrr F. .1, Fiirnival. Elected a member 
of the llrownitig Htieiely by ftii«t«kr, Slmw Rtood by the mistake 
willingly rttt«i|cb* »«d »|«ml rmuiy breeiy and delightful evenings 
«t its firrling*. ** l‘tip |trtf«*r« thought that the Browning 
wm an a»»«fibliige «f Itipgdjftirml tt*aithel«s,” Shaw once 
remarkrd t« liir 4 ” in truth, it wm» a ronvrntirle where pious 
ladies di»|«it«l alwmt rrligioft with Furnivab and Ganncr and 
I rgg«l thrill fill,** * Wltt-n Fitriiival founded the Hhelley So- 
cirty, SIww, i»f r«yr®r, joined that, ami lieramr an extremely 
r«llm»i«»tir *iml rtirrgriir iiirmlwr. It wiw at the Shelley 
Hoeirty's flr*t tafgr tiirrlitig ttuil Shaw startled lamdon by 
nfiimunriiig hitn»lf ««* ** likr Slirllry, a Socialist, an atheist, 
»n*l a vrgt*tafi«fi.** f Shaw »«* sftrrwardi active in forwarding 
fhr fliir fwrforitwnrr «f TAr fV«ri, gtvrn by tM Shelley Society, 
irforp it tti il?i liravy printer's hilfa. Such were 

Shttw** rrrrcatiiwi*; hut his m«ii« hiiti«c« wa* Socialkm. It 
»«.* flr*t csiinr firit »rrvrti willt Shaw, Whenever he rceeived 

* 'Osr ti*'fr fipfrffwl Im Is K. i* fkifiitef, M.A,, now Brunner 

«f Kr««iffwiir «t tisr li#iiwr*|ty t*«tlcgr, LivrrtMKit. 

f Wliilf? mrnw im* |*>iWir|y iiiu»l»r« t»jf ikm» ttiat Iw wn« «n 

»ttw*i?il, m% IwrT' ^ti«w t«i» «5w»y« hnil « Htnnig 

!wM*f ,*r «.|4rilti«l tWagii Ills *|rrl#r*Ui»*»a of alWsw dwnibl ttlwayn Iw 

l«kni »llt* ll*r **11 W f*li#*«**‘ tw t»« virlwuHv »niiJ in 

nrf4y l«* »«»«*»#** mf rriinlww, '*ltwfi I »!« »n In the 

tarn uf It I* iwflfrily |it«ln llwl !«»«» ttUPtut ttwl He Wrts «l} tlw» 

thing*' « m MitwUi m te Slwllryatt wm»e. 
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an mvilaiiou for a U'oiiirf, liki* his own character Moroll, he 
pjavc tlic fipplicant the fir.st (late he hm\ vacant^ whcttier it, wan 
for a atreet corner, a chapel, or a tlrawinp^-room. He apoke to 
audienecH of every dcKcripticin, froni IhiiverKity dons to I.ondori 
waHherwonion. From 18HB to with virtually no exception, 

he delivered a haranp^ue, with tlehnte, questions, and ho on, 
every Simday—somctimeN twice or even thrice—-and on a good 
many weekdays. This teeming and tunmltucmi life wan pa.ssed 
on many platforms, from the Brit lull AKKoeiation to the triangle 
at the corner of Salmon’s I,iane in Limehouse. 

In 1888, when he became a critic of music, Shaw was re¬ 
stricted solely to lectures on Sundays, as ho could not foresee 
whether he should have the opera or a concert to attend on 
week-nights. It is remarkable bow much he managed to do, 
even with this handicap, especially a» he had to speak usually 
on short notice.^ At lust, as was inevitable with a man burning 
the candle at both ends, the strain began to ttlh Shaw founci 
it impossible to deal with all the appllcatioui he received. For 
an advanced and persistently progressive thinker like Shaw, the 
unavoidable repetition of the oltl figurei and the old dcnionstra¬ 
tions in time grew irkHome, He felt the dangtr of becoming, 
like Moroll, a windbag—-what (leorge Ade calk a *'* hot-air ma¬ 
chine.” By 1895, the mochinc was no longer by any means in 
full blast; the breakdown of Slmwk health, in 1898, Bnished him 
us a systematic and indefatigable propap^dist. His work 
wont on almost uninterrupted, however, although it w-as no 
longer explicit propagundisnu Indml, he worked more strenu¬ 
ously than ever on the St. Pancras Vestry, now the St Pancraa 
Borough Council. Since 1898, Shaw has lectured only occa- 

♦“Take the nmuslnR, cynienl, remarknhle Ocorp Bernard Shaw, witone 
Irish humour and hriHinnt pift» haw partly partly hindered the 

(Fabian) Soelety’a popularity. This wan will rtae from m elaborate erltt 
dBm of last night’s opera or Illehter «merrt (he If tl» wnrieal eritle of the 
World), and after a llgltt, purely vegetarian ineil, will go down to some 
far-off dub In South London or to some street eorotf in Eait London, or 
to some recognised place of meeting In one of th© ptrio. and will there 
speak to poor men about their economic poiltion poBtlcftl duties.’^— 

WlUiam Clarke, in Th» Fabian Roekty and it» Work Jhrrtfac® to Fabkm 
Etaaijf. Ball Publliblnf Co., Boiton, 1008, 
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w liiulrrtiikr »iu»llsrt nliilf«r»s ritiu|Mi!gn. 

3 hftW** ” kfiark i»f «» hr rails it, http pltyinl 

inetiipWt’rttlilr llgiirr m hi* rarrrr. HiiiiultMiuHnislj with hw 

:|writt' «i» Ihr Htiiiw mm anjiiiriiin tii’ 

wmiliat*?* tlir ** italill.’* Wiirfirvrr hr jttifietl tt 

Ittj'-rwii thr Krlrtsmi iii« iiwrlrif rtrctiiitr ihilitj §««« 
,«l him tm Ihr nwiMiittrr. In Irarninn tlir twbit* of imhlio 
I mi mclifw with tlir 8fi tif iiiilihr 

gaiilfii a grral ilral of %-«Iii»il4r r%|i«-rirtirc ■ rt|>«»rirtirr which 
j,mit lip a«|iiirril Ml | 4 ri«ii%«r*. Tlw arttl 

rritiriwi of turn wlm «rrr «t itiftfiy fiiych 

tr mill tirtirr thjiii luHwrlf, *|rVrii»|ir4l in Sifi^w tWo 

tiartiw trait* »rlf miasr^tsstti ansi ify. || rrrtftiri 

it hii rX|K*f»rlirr m* m nmn mf affair* <irli%rly rngfigrtl if} ptihlit’ 
rh* piMiiipi|i«l aiiil ah Imim llial Iwliimr-thr*irt*n« 

ftwifllgi? tif tlw’ inrrhafst*iii tmlsifr s»f |tolitsm| llIttMOtl 

kh iprltii »« c|’fiir«i to llir m frmtt, 

Aecorilitig t« tl» riirtfiit iir«, Hhaw ti«» h#rn n 

ftciot|.i IiIp h |i«« ^Wfig whotn hr 

|ht ikwiwr. tin llir f«nlr«f|', iit#lc»4 of iittgiiig *l«wn tlu' 
ttttlitt Iti «w| «ii«l rtrry i*nr, ! 4 |i«w nrtw rlwllriigwl anyunr 
dttAt# wIlli liiiti in fiiilifir, %\t Hlw«, it an unfair 

lor n, *rawifirtl •jwiilri', ami o»i fpst all »»f 

I faliitily Ilf lilt « iliwl mf of ti»t mhut %«ihir 

tft »tty ttllwf «irl of fitiri. III lit*' t'igislk*, tlir Sin-s<ili»t 
•glWt of wliirii WiiliASsi Mwftw w*,® lilt lf#iliti|| li||urr, matlr 
ffftirt III » iHwlr l*ci«w» ^h#!* enii ri»«ilri Htasl^ 
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the most foruiidahh* {klmtiT to he foinu} in tin* IIoum* of 
Commons. In mon? than one plaee, hut notably in 'Vhc Quint,' 
.mice of Ibsenum, Shaw has paid the higiu-st tribute to thr 
remarkalde (qualities of Brndlnugli as- tldnker and dinleetieiau. 
The Socialist I.<eaguc challenpjed Bradlnu/^h to debate, and 
chose Shaw as their champion, nlthougti tie was not ev<‘n a 
member of tliat body. Bradlaugh made it a eontlitiori that 
Shaw should be botind by all the pamphlets and ntterauees of’ 
the Social Democratic. Federation, a strongly ntd t Fabian body. 
Had Shaw been richer in experience in sucli mat tern, he would 
undoubtedly have let Bradlaugh make what eomntto{i.H he 
pleased, and then said his say without troubling about them. 
As it was, Shaw proposed a simple proposition, " Will Social 
ism benefit the English people? ’* with a .simple, genciml didiidtion 
of Socialism. But Bradhiugh refused thin; and the deliute - 
as BradlttUgh probably intended—'did not come off. At the 
time, Shaw was somewhat relieved over the Ishuc, being very 
doubtful of his ability to make any great showing againht 
Bradlaugh; he has ainee privately expressed Ids regret that tlie 
debate did not take place. Bradlaugh was a trememhni.s de¬ 
bater, and in point of “ perMonal thunder and hyputdism ” 
Shaw would have been, in sporting parlance, oulclnMHcd. But 
to Shaw, whose forte is always offence, it would have lu-en a great 
gratification to tackle Bradlaugh in his own hall the Hall of 
Science, in Old Street, St. Luke^^s. At least Shaw ctndd Imve 
had hia sny. 

At a later time, Bradhiugh debated the qucHtion of tlie Eight- 
Hours’ Day with IL M. Hyndiuan— their serond platform 
encounter. But both Hides were dissatiHfied, m neither of tliein 
stuck to his subject, and the result was incfjnclu»ive, A debate 
on the same question was then arranged between .Slmw and 
G. W. B'oote, Bradlaugh’s Huecessor as President of the National 
Secular Society. In this, Shaw's only public «ei debate witlr the 
exception of one in earlier days at South Place chapel, the ques¬ 
tion was ably and carefully argued by both parties, witlioul 
rancour, bittomesH, or personal abuse.* The ilebate lasting 

* In a long coatcmporttiy account of the drtmte, » French irwipaper 
commented approvingly on the hirii tone matotalned IhrouKhoat. wkclnir 







THF. AM) TlirMPKT 

a ntght», mul |»rr%.*lr.| nvrr f,t Mr. tl HUrnikm^ «fjti Mr 
E. IW ill l«rrt. ««« hrU «t tb- ||«fl „f Hrtwirr, Loiu!«ri* 
January Mtli «n.l iMfll. ’I1„. n^thntim rrp«rt. which 

slill prm-tinilllr, rxlnlnU Ihr f„-,f ,j««|,l3r. of Slmw m ii rtwi^ 

iclffl, *h\mU-t. liia two .prrrisrs. mfirkiHlb* irmiiral 

tortr. «rr frrunrnth imurUmhM h%~ lltr l*rnrkrfr,i 

F«)tr I**ir t.f l»a Sjrrrrlw^ «|||, fl,,. mtlsrr rfrulgrilt 

watiwi* ** Etrry um^l hr iiirmlu-a wit hv pulllic 

«tf, I*«'t trillli rtilii fiiltrbiwl urapplr *|iir|,rvrr W truth 
I whirtifvrr k’ , f^r, ii|«{ J„|„| MlUmi wtid, 

rhoevrr liir» tr»tli f.iil Ihr »,»ra-r ifi k frr«- mh\ upm fit* 
mter?*”.»rill«Mr||l ^irrlrtf Will, 

ich Sll«w llrliglltfttilf fre|«Mit|r-ii : '* f 4,i „„t ||r!lf|in,|rn, 

it * frw an«t wfwii rwrmifitrr liriwn wiwut; but if Jahii 

Ita »k» nw •«* Irutli fnii tu tlwuif m 

willl f«l»r|iM**»i i4» if iw,9 <* rlwtirr *»f in tbi., 

»fnl mtitltilftii «*f Mii-irti. tisrf} | rrj»||' t»i ,Uihn Millufj that 

irgt li»rii«rii hm* m-m it |Mit iij »lmmr trrf 

iw maiiitaifml t!i»l # nf Iwitm wmihl riit*r 

s prire*, anil llwl *t l*t k* lijr |,M»*»il4r wav 

dblftg it. Iti» rimstig mirror h» tirw uf thf 

iloU of rr*s«i$t i»f il» r%ia!rt»rr. 

I rift Wilt *«y, fwr lisa! |}|p tlrb^lr |w» 

1 pbi*ifit mw to fti**, ttf Dir fririitilf iffins «n 

wWfll Mr. Ftl«»tr «nil t t rtrti iuM|{lf|P tlltff i» ft 

l^Mnl lirt*‘r#fi Mr- tA*«»lr iijul il»«| iiwf n littir 

to till*. Mr FiMfir «i»<l I, Mil # rrrl«iii tiibjirt 

t.fe **f l!«i» rimnfry nticflaiu ||^ wautr 

No*, tlitisr |i*tr iiifrrlr«i «ir a,ttrf|l|«H VrtV 

ll'if li-rrraasl t *»f ||ir frwlom 

rtf III# iwiitilliwi l« lifilil »lt«t lir to tti|%-r fr«T- 

■dta of »|»«4i mil far II^p nf 

Ottt *11 bte «i»il « griMiifir rulturp 

ip r«tsji|f*a1 i»Hli iw 3Ml>|frt#, 

rtt WVfW m llwj l*s* 4 r ti|» |» 

#!#««•) ** 4#*sw#’f##i 4 
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foundt'tl on faofs^ nml not on tlu* cJtJiinmH tif any olmroh 
what.Hoevi'r. I tanifoNs that in tin' day?* bi-fort* I lind atiulin’tl 
eoononnc (jnfHtuni.s I wm filled with tho iHan-wsity of indi- 
vkhial fm*dum on tlu'si* |nnntH, anti that I also tnul that 
Mtrnng dwtruHt of tlie State which .Mr. Ikiotc has 
here to-night. But when tny attention whj* turnetl to the 
economic side of the queHlion, I Hcmn heeunu* ct»nviueetl tlmt 
the real secret of the State’}* inj.Htility to the advance of 
reasonable views was tliat Heason condenmcil the propertied 
institutions of this country. tVoperty i« the real force 
that hypocrilicany expresses itself m Heligiun. I there¬ 
fore came to the conelusion that we shtdl never gel out 
of the mess we are in until the workers come to mulerstaml 
tluit tlu'y are already deprived of indivithnd fm-tiom by 
the irresistible physical force of the St«t»*, and that they 
can escape from its oppression only hy »ei»;i«g on the 
political power, and using that very State force iu emanci¬ 
pate themselves, und im|Hwe their will cm the ndnority whieh 
now enslaves tliem. That Is the reason that, just m I urge 
the importance of individual freedom of »peech, mi I id»o 
urge on tla* workers that they cannot possibly help them- 
Helves by individual action so long a« this terrible State 
is outside them, and ready to cut them dtewn at every 
point. I believe that they can, iiy cemcerted action, not 
merely in trade unions, hut in a united tlmmerary, get 
complete control of the State, and u«r it* might for their 
own purposes j and when they once come to uridrr«tand 
this, I believe their eninncipalion will only tm delayed ttntil 
they have learned from cx|wricnce the true condition* of 
social freedom^* * 

There is anollier feature of Slmw*« mfttr «* a piihllr *|H‘aker 
which exhibits Ids attitude toward* the work in life Im had wt 
before him, Shaw fight* for what wmi to many te«» like 
liberty than licence of speech. lie never submitted hi* intelli“ 

* Th6 Biphi Iltmr« A pttbite ikbste be¬ 

tween Mr, G. W. Foote mid Mr. George liemsfd Hlmw. VertwiUm He|K»ii, 
Londons E. Forder, §8, Sloaseulter Stmt, E.C, WL 
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grtUHS luH will, or lti» powor to nlion finnjination. He l}«» never 
beloiigetl tf} fifij {oilitieiil party, rightly ronuitlcmh never 
eringecl unch-r tiny Insh, nevor renii/i-il in his own experience what 
he hitiJftrlf hiw enlletl the tuily renl trugetly; ** the being uied hj 
pcrwormlly-nundeti men for purposes which you recognkc Oi 
Imae.” D was the clrtermiimtion to renmin untrammelled in 
thought and action which fiirhitde Ids ever nceepting payment 
for upeftksng. Very often provineiid Humluy Soeieties invited 
him to come down for the uauid ten guiuens fee uml give the 
uauttl sort of lecture, avoiding polities iiud relighm. Shnw'a 
invariable annwer to such rw|tie«ts w'ns tlmt he never lectured 
cm anything but |«ilitics nnd religion, ami that his fw* wn» the 
price of lii« railway ticket third-rhisui, if the plitce was further 
off than he* rindd afford to go at hii own expense, I'he Sunday 
Society would then ** come around ** ami asiurt* Shaw that he 
might, on thrw terms, lecture on iinytliing he liketh and he 
ttlwayn tiid. DccasiormJly, to avoid ettibarrtt*»ing other leetureri 
who livc’d hy lecturing, the thing w«s thme hy a clehit and credit 
entry 5 that ii» Shaw took the usual fee and cx|MmK*«, and gave 
it Iwtck »» a donation to the society. Shaw once related to me 
the rircum»l«nre» of a most interesting rmtretfmjmt which 
Alone would suffice to jiwtify hi« desire fttr freeiforu of ipeech, 
hii wi*dom in arming agaitt*t thr arrusation of being 

A profwioiiftl iigitiitor. ** At the eiertion of IHUi, I w«i mak¬ 
ing a ifMwrb in the Town Hall of Dover, wJien a man row anti 
shmitwi to the Audience not to let ilmelf !«• lalktti to by a hirwi 
spcAkrr ffcitn Lontlnn. I iittitirdialrly offered to »fll him my 
tmolumcnt* fur flw pciiuids. He be«ttttt«l; and I «inc tbiwu 
to four fuiuocls. At l»*t 1 offrrttl to take five ihtlliiigi-" Imlf a- 

erowii'—A ihllling'- . 'sixfinm- for my fer*, and when be wtndd 

not takf tb€*fti «t that, riaiitinl tlint hr must know |H*rfectly 
well that I wa« tbere at my own e^imiwc. If I luitl not berti 
Able to do lbi«, the meeting, wbtrb wm a difficult and hostile 
one (Ibiver tiring « biipr|r*i, rorrupt Tory ronwtitiirncy) windd 
probiihly haw tw«i bfoketi itp.” 

Ai Mr. n«rf?fi« Hook l»# rnmirkril, lAUidmi first niwrird 
btr tyti in wonilrr otrr tlw vrr»«tilr ** (*. It. S.** wbm ^br di*» 
cott^ tlmt in tb# daytime lie pn^wrlied revolt to the grimy 
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from a (tih, ami in tin* vwumi^ •'«nt Willutm Arrh«'r niui 
Iho culhinul Wfht into ponlH tif uu iTsna tit tivi-r hi»* Arms nml 
the ]\Iun, In thosi* hn!t\voii (Ihv** Lumfon brgnn 

to lake paiiw lo be present at 8haw % ti» light fnl diah rlitMl fu-r 
formantTH at Battermi. Shaw Irrhirnl ttflin in Battt r-»«ii he 
tnuiHe it waH Jalm Burnn’ ©itronghultl. Nru-r hhh Shmiih* 
rocketing brilliance more effertivilv {l!t»|»lai,ril thiui m tntv uf 
his orationx at the W«Hhiiigto« .Mu-^ie Unll, nith thi 

wards in the chair. In this oratioti hr intniti that im imn 
eluHion could be drawn from n hare |jrofe‘.«,iui! itf 
to what side a jnan wcmhi take on any nnun* ti- fiHhiiral 
In speaking of this reinnrkahh* efft^rl, Mr. m rutly tuhl 

me the following inrideiit: ” I refni-mher hearing n Hurkmui} 
to his wife as 1 came np heliitid them mi my «ay to I hr Hliititm; 
* When I hear a man of intellect talk Iskr llutt for a whole 
evening, it makes me feel like » wt»a«d Which nmulr »ir frrf 
liorriblj fisbamed of inyweif. I frit the slnihho 
Homehow, tlunigh really I gave him the tH-4 Irrlorr I ruuld.“ 
With the exception i»f hia two nights* wrrAtIr wdh U. W. FohIc, 
Shaw’s most Hnst/uned effort ■ liii onilism haling four 

hourK—was di'livered in the open air tm w Stitiday muiiitug jd 
'Trafford Bridge, Mfuichester. Simw !akr=t ph-ii^iirr «ii dt-rlaring 
that one at his hest apeechcj*, abtnif iiii tmiir ami a half long, 
was delivered in Ily«h‘ Park in the pouring rain It* <»i% pohrmu-n 
seiii to watch him, and the isecrt-fari »f thr littjr fcorirly t}j«l in«l 
invited him to speak. “ I wn* tlrtenusnrtl tii siitrrr-4 those 
polieemen, because m they wa-re sent Ihm- l« iotlrn to n>r, their 
ordinary c(Hirfie, after iMuiig ojjce conenn'rd ififil 1 »ii« n rm- 
eonabla and wwlbconducled person, woiihl la- l« |«y no fitrliu-r 
attention. But I fpiite eritrrtaswd Ihno. I ran still we 
their waterproof ^Inning in the rant when I ulmt my 

eyes.’* 

Couragt? and daring, a« well »s fertility nmi s«%-riilivrfiew, 
often enabled Shaw to carry lii« |mint or to !»«%,> hi* say, in the 
face of violent and alfiio»t invlnrihlr oppiwitioii. Hr ha.# more 
than once actually votwl »giiin»t SiirialiftMi jii ordrr t« forwnril 
the motion in band. Anil once, in HI. «Jaiiir»*a I fall* London, 
at a meeting in favour of W«ina«*« Siiff'riigr, hr vrntiirwl with 
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sunw U|Hm fi fiiriutw Irirk, thf »f whk’h In* mire rrktwl 

to i»f; 

•'Just fwfcsrr I {i|jokr n lioiitilr roniingrut rntrml the 
rtmm. omi t mw thnt wr wi-rr mitmuuhrral, tuul that tin 
hr rrtrrirtl ttgitirift m. Tliry wm* all 
Sorwikts t»f tlir n»{i Fobirtii surt, Irtl hy a man wham I 
knrw wry will, tuul whu wa« nt thwl time worn out with 
inihlir itgilalkm atul privatr warry* that hr wasi rjcrifca- 
hlr rthims! I« finny. It artnirmi to mr that if they, inHtrad 
Ilf carryiiig an ttiumihnrnt, rmih! la* gmulrd to hrrnk u|> 
thr iiiM-tiug niut ih^gnut* I hrmiirlvr^, the lummirM would 
mitain with ti». I itmdr a «|H*frh that would have made 
a hislioji swrar mid a 4irr}j fight. My frirnd thr rnrmy, 
stung nidurttuns diwfird madly tsi thr {jktfarrn 

to aiwwrr inr thru and Ilirrr. Ili» followrrs, thinking hr 
wm ksding « rhargr, itoruird thr |d«tfomu und 

hrokr ti|t thr mrrtiiig. ‘flirn thr rrrmiititutrd 

thr «trfli«||' iiful a|i|w»iiitrd onr tif tlwir ftiiiniMtr rhainiian. 

1 llirn drnwfidrd a hrartiig* which wm duly granted me m 
n watirr »f fair |d»y, «mt I had amdhrr inntni^ with 
great iaIiafarliMii to mfmlf, Kn harm wa* clour and no 
hlow strurk, hut thr |wi|Mi*ra iu*%t iiiorrdfig dr»rrilHHl a Mnuir 
of viiilrnrr «tid ilr»trurliitfi that left iiothiiig to b» dwlrinl 
tiy thr *itttiguittttry srhooltmy.** 

Like Ihirn, Sliaw h«« twrriy rftrii|>rd t\w honour of t>ring ifii« 
pri»nefl-''"honour wliirh, it m tiwllrw to tiy, he iirviT 
iought. Fortiiiwtrly for Itir rrligimw j»«iplr always 

joiftsd with tlir l« rr«&t tlw fwdim Twin** in dif 

fteiittif* raised hy of tin? fmilirr li» »l«*i itrert mi‘rling’», 

Hhaw wftj within mi are of gwlng to pritiiri. Ttw ir«t tinu-, 
l|» |Hdlrr raiiituklnl »« ihr tiiorfiittg of the day when Hhaw 

Wl« tlw tirliift. l‘lir *rr»i«i tiiiir Hhaw »«« »» furtiinatr 

w to hatr in a inrtitlier iif m rkwl forklift »orirtf a di«|iutnnt 
for tlfi m«rlyr% Iliir ran •?ttt|uitltltr with Shaw'k M-errl 

rtllff ii« « ilifitiiifi, hi« rit'iil drfr«t«l fiitii hy two v«lrt!' 

On# of thr tiiwat reiiwrlaihlr in Koglnud !**-d«y, 

Mfd Shaw i* m>i *Ma|ily » lalriit, m |n?r»fwiiility: hr i» « ptrfillc 
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institution. Frujili* flork it! his hn'tisn'i niui ntldre^srs, ftiui hia 
bans moi.t arc in Loiulcnj, Nrw Ytu k, Vienna and 

St. PcU'rHburjj^. Ht* is tin* inoht univer^tally di«tnihf»rtt man of 
letters now living. Not ninre Bjnm tin» nny IlritsKh lutlhor 
enjoyed an intcrnationnl audience ainl vnguc ctnii|)nr«lde to 
that enjoyed by Bernard Shaw. N« one in uur time m Shaw’a 
equal in Moarebing analyais and trenchant r%|Jo»»itii!n of the ilk 
of modern Hociety. His idnlity to nw *tark reality aiul to know 
it for his own makes of him the must powerfui inmqddeteer, 
the most acute journalwt puhlirkt since the days of Swift, 
His indictmentH of the fundnineritttl structure of vunUmptimry 
society prove him the greatest niaatcr tif romie irony »ttiee the 
days of Voltaire. Inferior to Analole France in artklry and 
urbanity, Shaw excels him in tin* »trenu«ii»nrR« «f lii« |wr»o«al 
sincerity and in the Keo|.H* of hi* |>urpi«e. Shaw** manner of 
speaking is as individual, m distinctive, m is hi» style m an 
essayist or his fingering iw a dr«nmti»t. I1wt prteelr** and 
inalienable gift which Im# helped to make »I«ii Jmitvn the leailer 
of modern BocialiKts—lhe power of tauebing tiir rmoliutw—ii 
a quality which Shaw, like Dwraeli iK’fore him, wholly larks, 
In Shaw there is no spark of the mwmrrie force, the hypnotic 
power of the horn orator; he lacks that f«j}iia«rt% that |Kiwer 
of dramatic visualixation, which is a quality of all true oratory. 
While it is true tliat people do not ** or«tr ** in l^flglllltd m 
they do in Aineriea, still there is « vast differmre ticlwren tin* 
born orator, likh .latinV or Mr». Ik»«nt, »ml thr prarlisdi 
public speaker, like Hliaw-. All tlwl roultl t«* *r«|u*fril, Bhaw 
acquired. Not (‘harles Braillaugh hiiniirif h*«l m more tliorough 
training than had Shaw. He k farilr, iueiit «tid frrtilt; b 
doci not leave all hli qualitie* behind tiiin wlwti he fwiunli 
th® platform. In flitc, 8l»w Im* fulflllcil to tlw Irltrr hi» early 
vow, solemnly taken the night lie joined the ^trtimi H«>inely. 
He has delivered can«kkrably wore « thoiwand pulilie 

addresses, and the la*sl of them wrrir fmwktwpiive# iif tlteir kind. 
And yet Shaw has only n very ordiiiary ; ami in oriitr 
to make htnuelf comfortably hearil by a lari^ ainliemse Iw hiw 
to be very eareful with Ids arlirulalion and to »pr*k m though 
he were addrisiing the auditor furthwt from Wm. 
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With hiM long', locmc form, hm Imggy anil rather fewirr# 
ckithw, his jitmehnlfint, {jtiir.zienl, oxtmnporantanw ftpptmranns 
witl} his red hnir nnil nrrnggtv Imnrd, hi» pallid fare, his bleak 

i.;.„ /*. , » • • « < 


with his general air of assuranre, privilege and impinlrnre--Brr- 
nani Shaw i» the jester at tin* eonrt of King Denuw. Startlingi 
astmtnding, irrepreMihle, he fights for opposition, ekjmmra 
for denial, demands Riippresston. Shaw was once eompletelj 
floored hj a workman, who rose after he had emnpleted a nmg- 

t’ ■ 


what ctori that matter to me? I still have my prineiples,’- 
Shaw had to Rilritil, a« hr onrr told me in speaking of the 
inridfiit* that this wa* ntittfwweralile and thortnighly smmtl 
at iMittom. ** fali irir liisagreeable, only rail me something,'* 
rkinonn Shaw; ** for thru I have roused you from your atiipid 
lorfwr and maite you tfiink a m-w thmight.” "rhe inrarnation 


itrange imago of 'foKtoy m hr wa« in hi» midille yeiifM has 
always made tut autlirnrr think new thmight*. lie has never 
given the ttudirnre wlwt it liked; hr hn» idw«y« given it what 
hr liked, and what lir thought it nmlrd: a hitter and tonir 
draught. The «urrw.*w t»f the orator W'ho is the mere mouth- 
piere of hi* aitdirnrr have never lierti hi». Ibit he Iwi arhieved 
A more rnviatilr anti morr urdimus distinrlion; 1 haw hearr! 
bitn «ay with genuine pride tlwf more tl«« iinre hf hai Iwen 
the roost unpopular man in a inreting, and yet rarried «, rr»o> 
lution agniwt tin* iMipubir wriittir iirtarpt hy driving 

hcwtf it* f}«*e»iity. For the whieh the ptipuhir 

©rattir by toiring fmpnliir Slmw 1»» w» u^e. 

Of the oratiirk pitwer of rfitriifiriiig pwpfe and having hs^ 
own way at the iaifi# tlwie lie Iim tirver had a trare. lb- i« 
th# awb-f«» of |»f*«inal liypiiotisin, of roroinrr, of 
glarootir. lie hw ifiught tlit* »rrf>«i|ili*ltwtrit f»f the drnmml of 
hli will; h» mpttr praeti^wl » in art «r in nreom- 

pliibwiwl, ''flwg for lh»t, lie mm* told me, wtntlil never 

hatf mrw9i hiro to ttlfctr a wwl in ptililir. dn»i »» Zola iw«l 
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hie jouriuilistic work h» n hiuimuT to drAr lii» vst-ws intti the 
brain of tlir publio, Shaw umhI id'» dinh-otiod sikill n?. « wrapfUj, 
ae a nicane to the end of nmkiiig iirisjdr Hunk, thu- ndght truly 
eay of all the thing* that he ha» rillsrp »»r writlm ; ” //.t 

donneni d ptmer fummMtmmfd* A* a ..•.{»»>nk«*r, hr |}ri»l ydartled 
and provoked hiB aiulienc’e to thmiglit, tuul tin n oriiithtlulril thrir 
objectiotw with tlwj swortl of iogir mitl thr nipirr «if wit. His 
ready anewer for every aenrrhing «|Urry, hi» iiidoiitnfifoiiJi Irap 
over every tripping Iwirrier* MTiiml to thr inivin* n proof of 
very geniui. To itmngi' audk'iit'r», hi» ri-udiiir**^ in iiii'»wrriiig 
queetiona and meeting hcwtile arguments wrusnl tt^toniHliing, 
rnimculoua. On several different wcasiotw I lw%r hr«iril ,Mr. 
Shaw modestly give the explanation of thi# «p|»iPrittly inagie 
performance. “The reman wai tliat everylaaly iL%k* the $imm 
questions and uses the nmm arguinent*. I knew the int»»l ef¬ 
fective replies by heart. Before the f|tie»lionrr «r ilrlwtrr hiid 
uttered his first word I knew exactly wimt hr waa going to 
say, and floored him with an appareril iinproitiplii that Iwrl 
done duty fifty times befored* Hlww tt!w«y» earrftilly llimiglil 
out the thing for hinmelf in advaitrr, ami, win’rli is far more 
important, had thoiiglit out not only an elfrrtivr, hiil nl-w a 
an'tty answer to tht? objeetions that were rrrluin to la* 

This is the secret of Bhiiw*s lueew in rtery ta*k wlisrh he Ims 
undertaken; to think each thing md for and to rwurh 

it in terms of scathing satire and firry wit, I ft* i* Ihr »rfplitml 
Socratic method pushetl to the limit. 

Confronted with the poinlddfiitk *’ To wlml do you 

owe your marvellous gift for pyhiir upeaking? ** Hliaw rharac* 
teriitieally replied: “ My warvelloui gift for iiiililic nptmkmg w 
only part of the G. B. 8. Itgend. I ant no orator* and I t«ve 
neithir memory enough nor premmw cif mind rnougli lu Im a 
really good debater, though I ofttn to \» mlnm I titti on 
grouid 'that i« farnllmr to iiw and ntw to tiiy opponutite. I 

learaed to speak m men liarn to «kalt or to cyrte-.by cioggrelly 

makiag a fool of mywlf until I got u*«dl to it Tli«ii I |irftclii«ci 
it in the opn nir—at the itrett romer* In the nwrkrt Kfuare., 
in the parkr—tht best whooL I am oomiiaralivfly out of prac¬ 
tice now, but I talked a got>d deal to awdienw all ihrougli tb« 
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eightrtiid for hniiu- ywirn ufterwarciH. J «lu)uhi he a refillj 
reniiirkfihle unthfr iifter sill thiit gmeliee if I hatl the getiiu-^ 
of the hiHii orntur. A» it if., I nm wimply the ««rt of publle 
^pwiker jusylHHly enu iM-t tiiiie liy going througli the »nme mill. 
I tltm’t nienii tlnit he will huve the «iiine thingH to wiy, or tlmt 
he will put them in the f.nine vvunlf., for, untnrnlly, I tlnuT leave 
niy ideas or my voeahnlury hehiml wlien I mount the tub; but 
I du mean that he will »ay wdint he hn» to »aj hh movingly as 
I Kay what I have to »«y ami more, if he in niiything of a 
real orator. Hf eour»e, nn an Irinhiimii, I have soine fluency, 
and can manage a Ifil of rhrtorie ami a hit of humour on occfi- 
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I ONC'K hfiiril n tjf wurhl widt* renown neruse Ber¬ 

nard HIhiw of #«i inronsistmry w!itrh, tjj hitn, wns little short 
of tnexfilirwldr. 'Vit rvrry elwrgo of ineoiwi»teney, Shaw is 
always ready wdth the effrrtivr rrjoimlrr; *' Vhommr tthmrth fMi 
cflm f/»l rhangp To S}mw» the atatioimry In the 

itagiwnt# rvidution In progrrM. Thiit rare literary |djennrnerion» 
ft master of I hr wniiir »|)ird, Hliaw w not only Milling to admit 
for the nimrr the inriiiwl*trfirirs in hi« own make-up; he li 
poiitiwlf riigrr to lofikr thrrmf ifrmdrie romtr eapital. 

To the ptililir» Hlww is hi» own grralett parittfost. What 
difencrt they a*k, ran In* flrtlurd for » man rmdwl in NietiS" 

gehrlttm wlm liwiiipiona the Hiieirtl!»tii whirh Hirtwrhe moeked? 

E«?oneilr thr artliid of the Irttihiig deniwrracy of n 

Scicktdlriwfirratir lirfmlihr with thr avowed adtoratr of the 
doetrinr* of Ilwrti «nil Nirt#»etirt the intellrrfual ariatoerata of 
thii diatinrlly sorial era^ tdrwtify tlw agitation for intema- 
lioRftt di»«rm«tiirnt» for tifiivrr?iiii |«*arp, with one who sing* 
«f arnw and the aiifM'rtimn? The In»h Kirl»«rhe, the rhtrlng 
pilgrim in warrh of » monil Tltima ThuK with one who ha« 
forrihly drrlarrd thr im|tt»«»»lnliiy of «ti«rrl}i»«i? The evan- 
gtliifc prr«<diliig thr firnllirrliwMl of iiwn with one who repudi' 
at«f thif fiarifying «rdttli%=r: ** Hir«* ye arr hmlhrri,** in the 
ilaltmeiit tlwtt hr h»* no hr«tlirr«, and if hr had, hr would in 
all prtdMillity iiot *gr«* with thein? What faith i» to Im put 
in th# pronmtiir growidirig «»f »«r who, in thr nmw of twf» 
or thrw yr«r«» tiirfi«| frmn vigorinis tlrfenre of Marx** %‘»due 
th«ry to it* ** drittfdiliofi, «ti lines, with his 

own hwid ” ^ 

H k very diftriilt t« undrr*t«fifi Shaw** fitfidwnrntal phihwo-' 
phy of liorkliiw wiltwnit « lliorotigh kiwwlefiifr of thr rv<jki- 
tlonmfy rntifw wf hi# thntighl. ‘HI* |«trtir«l«r hrand i»f B»- 
cblkw Awwitliinted SiMtkti h m#t « Iwndi# «f prrjuilk** ©# 

Ml 
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un innnatim* youtlu Imt tin* of jcaw af tkj-ljy-day 

observationB of life and oluirnctfr, m wril as of political and 
economic science. The diversities of Scudalistic faith have licen 
wittily exhibited by Bhaw in the opening ncenes of the third 
act of Man and Superftmn. Roughly speaking, there are three 
kinds of Socialista; theoreticah Utopian nml praetieal. Lawsalle 
and Marx, Liebknecht and Rebel, CJu^aile and Jattt^a, Ilynd- 
man and Kropotkin, Bhelley and ^lorria, (iet»rge and Rellamy, 
Shaw and Webb, carry the atasnp of the eohweh spinner, the 
dreamer, or of the man of affairi. It ia Shaw’a stipreine dis- 
tinction that, beginning a« doctrinaire, he has ettdtHl an practical 
opportunist. He has sought to traverm* the clm»in between 
democracy and social-democracy, by the aid of a «<did economic 
structure, rather timn by the rainbow britlge of aentirnentalily 
and tJtopism. No scheme finds favour in hi* eyes which docs 
not irresistibly commend itself to his iatelligimce. He hat 
found the ** true ’* doctrine of Socialism in repudiation of the 
follies of ImpossibOism. 

Shaw has unhesitatingly given eretlit to Henry Cteorge for 
the great impetus he gave to Socialiam in England, and, in 
particular, for the important pari Gctirgc pkyrd in hii own 
career. In speaking of the memorable evening in IHUt, when, 
under the inspiration of George'^s stirring and clmpient words, 
he first began to realize the importance of the eronoinic basis, 
Shaw recently wrote;'* 

One evening jss the early eightlei I fmmd mywdf-—! 
forgot how and cannot imagine why--- in the Memorial 
Hall, Farringdon Street, I^ondon, liatonhig to an Amer« 
ican finishing a »pe<‘ch on the I#afld Qiieilton. I knew hi 
was an American, hi*cau»e he pronoutimt * nerea«fily 
a favourite word of hi»—with the aeeent on the third sylla¬ 
ble instead of the first; becauae he wm delitiertttoly and 
intentionally oratorical, which l» not niitomary among «hy 
people like the English; because he spoke of Lil»rly, Jui- 

* I^etter to Hamlin Oarlwid, m of Pw C^mUle#, tto Ptmt-Mi 

Pomr^ dinner, New York, ilth, IW*. Tlw Wter, Jjitid 
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tuH*, 'Frutlu Nutiiml mid uthtT utraiigy ylghtmith- 
cvijtury nupvratiUtHis; «iu{ bfruust* hi' i*xplfum.‘d with great 
shiipliritj and nlnwriky the vIvwh of thi' (’rmtor, who had 
gone rompUdel^' out t>f funhiun in Loiuhm in the previoua 
defttdt' anti hatl imt int-n lutird t»f Ou-rt* Hinci*. I notimi, 
also, that la* wan n horn tirator, and that hi* Imtl small, 
plump, prt ltj Iwtnda. 

** Now at that timr I was a young man n<»t nutrh past 
twenty fivr, of a very revolutioimry ami ctmtradictory 
tempiTameid, full t?f Darw in mul Tyndall, of Shvllej ami 
Di* Quinrry, <»f Mirharl Angt-lu mul llin-t luiven, ami never 
having in *»y Itfr stndiwi wunal t|ues»ti«tn» from the 
eetmmiiii’ ptnnt of view* rserpt that I hatl onre, in my huy- 
hooti, read a paiiiphlrt liy Jolin Stuart *Mill mi the Irish 
IaucI Quest ion. Thr rr«tilt of my limring Ihe 8|w*eeh, and 
hwying frtim on** «f the stewards of the mifting a copy 
of * ITogrwi aiifi Fiivrrty * for »ispefU’P (Heaven only 
knows wlirre I got that •ixjM’tirp!), wa* that I plunged 
into A ctiurw of rrmnmttir «ludy» and at a very early stage 
of it beoami? a Swrialist anti »|Kike from that very pkt*- 
form on tin* »iimr great «whjrrt, anti from iiundrtds of 
otbffi m well, «»mrtimr» atldrr»siiig distinguishinl aMeni- 
bliPi in « formal manorr* wwnrtsmr* tlanding on a Imr- 
rowed rhalr at m »trret rornrr, or simply on the kerlwione. 
And I, t«»* l«il iny tiraloriml «urc*e»»r«; for I ran •till 
wralt with Mwiir vanity m wri aflrmoon | Sunday, of royr»e} 
on dapham toniiiiim, wtwn I rolleHwl ai itmrh a* lixteen 
nidi sixpriir© ifi my hat after my Irriurr, for the Cwu«». 
And that all thr work not nirrr ga*, ltd the feali ami 
pMtphfct* of thr Fahkn Sorirty attrst! 

** When I WM Ihu* *wrpt into Ik* great Socialist frvivwt 
of IKiS, I foiinti that of tliosi? who were »wepl 

til with in© had «invrrtitl hy Itwiry (Irorgr. 'rhi«i 
fact would have het-n far #t«<rr wiilrly arknuwlriigrd Imd it 
not h»ft that it wm not fiOMibb fur m to »tnp whrrt’ 
Htnry Cl«irgr ttcipinsl. . , . Ilo •«.» only tlm inon»lrin»« 
a^urdity of th# pritat# afiproprktioti of rmt, amt l» 
Wlkf«d that if ym took tlwl tmrtiw off th*? ihhjp twank 

tm 
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back, he couhl iu lp hius?«« lf <itit uf* rft’ijly hh h {lunitTr c 
a prt'-i'inpti*(i Bttf ttu* intniirijt h»* tuuk nu 

lixlunan to that jn»iint, tin- I\tigli*»hiutui nt *»nrf tlu 
the* rciiu'dy wan lujt »<! Mimph* h»* tlml, mui that tlu* argi 
incnt carrinl ua nmoh furttit'f, « v«n ti» thr pujut t»f toti 
inchistrial ruction. 'i'huN nrtunlly ft* 

bound to attack the Socinli'»!ii he Inid <Tr«t*d; and tl 
moment tlite nntHgunisiit wan di-ciariti, <uut t<i h»* n Henr 
(ik’or^pitc imniiit to In* nit anti Stndnl5«it, uf t|u< St 

cialintK wlmm he tuul cttnvrrtfd tui'niiu- itHfiHiiird t»f thei 
origin and concealed it; whilst otlnri, imduding mv»e}| 
had to fight imnl against the Single 'Bux |»i tt|!ngniidiid* 

However carefully other Kngh»h Socinlisl’t have rtuteiivourt‘1 
to minimiisc or deny outright the numtrnt«»iH influmre of Henr 
George, certainly Shaw hm neither denied nor htdilthal thei 
debt "If we outgrew ‘ Pr«gres»s nntl Poverty * in ninny wnyi 
BO did he himself too? and it i» jk'rlmjiH jti»{ m well that h 
did not know too much when he made hit great ciynimlgn here 
for the complexity of the prohlcm wouhl twve overwhelmed hhi 
if he had reidr/ed it; or, if it had not, it would have rrndefia 
him unintelligible. Nolnwly lm» ever got nwav, of ever wil 
get away, from the tndh* that were the centre of hi« propa 
gandn: Iuh errors niiyhody can get away from.” Am! ye 
Shaw’s insularity and senic of llritith »u|k*riority •ticks on 
in the Ktatement that certain of the l%«gli**h Si»cmh«l», inchid 
ing liimseif, regretted that George was an Antrrtcati, and, there 
fore, neecHsarily aland fifty year* md of dale in ld» eronoinir; 
and sociology from the point of view of «« older country 1 T!» 
absurdity uf siu'hn eontention i» glaringly palcid on rompari’fo} 
of Proip'fM and Pmrrip with the tracts of the Faldaii Sorirfi 
during its early fH>riod: (*e»rgr was at lea*! fifty yeiir« ahenr 
of the English Hoeialists, iimlrad uf the r»'vrr.»r, With that 
grandioBc conceit which i« an wM-ntisI ilrrn of l»i» ttiH'k in 
trade,** Shaw has i*xprt*«M‘d tii» eageriit**# l« plav the part ol 
Henry Grorgc to America. " What Grorgr i|«l «»»l Iriirli you, 
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M rmtiaiml pruprrtv rluTtfully m y«u ttiok over the copy- 
rights «>f rt!l my mrly tuHihj*, y«nt wtnihl find them eKfellmt 
irwlitutionn* tpiile in th«' path <sf prfigrt'ssiivi* evnlutitnu ftficl by 
nti iiimiw tj» Im‘ ditmnrngrtl ur l«*fi tinn-gtdnti'd ax if they were 
n«lKuly‘» ht}»iitu’»s hut thrir imn. It In « great pity ttiat you 
iill take Ameriea for grantril htraUM* you were tinm in it, I, 
who have never rrosw-tl Hu* AI hint ie, and have taken luAluijg 
Ametii-aii for granted, find I know ten liuies nx iiiueh about 
your taniidry n« ymt thi your«rhr«; and my ambition i« t« 
repay »ny debt t« Ilmry lirorge by nnning over MUiie day and 
trying to dt» for your young ineu what Henry (h-orge did 
nearly a quarter t»f « emlury iigi» fur me.** 

Wliilr Henry Hrorgr and hss PmgrfMB ami Ptnrrtg were the 
prime motor* in dsrrrting Siww to Hoeiali«in, it wai Kttrl Marx 
and hw (’tipiiid tlial first ?dnsidrd Shaw on the eeomiinir 
taek. In IHMi, the I •ititariaii mintslrr, Mr. Philip H. Wick- 
iki‘d, rofitribiitrd t» Tt* Ihiy t% rrilt»'i»!ii of Mnrx frtnn tin* point 
of view of the sriicwd of nmllirifittlirittir m»rumii«it» foundial in 
Engi«»id *»ri Ihr Irratiw on Polilirwl Kfonoioy pnhiished hy the 
late Stiifiley Jrtmt* in Mr, Wiekitet'd, whose writingn 

on Dfinte ami Hr»nditwvi»o Jdrrstiirr are well ktiowti, wai a 
remarkaldt* linguist, « |H*pii}itr prrnrtirr, and an exrellrnt man. 
To the fart, howrvrf. that lie mm « iiwthrtiiatirian i* largely 
ftttrihutahir Ida drrp intrrr«t in drvmis* tfirory «»f value, whieh 
fcifritifimlly ilrinidishwl ll»r theory of Ailant Smith, 

Hiraniw anil <‘»irnt‘'ii, w-dli ita adrtptntiwn to Hurialiaitt hy 
Hmlgskin aiicl %imr%. 1*0 hi* iimlhriiintirsi! traiiimg, alio, «my 
b* wrritnii ttw? Iiiridity and higiml rbrity of Ids appliratiou 
of tin? *ft?%*orditn iii«rh»»rry fo Alarvinis tliniry. Hti ahjeel wa« 
the dkdfleiitioti of Mar* hy Hugliah Hurialisla at that time thut 
Ilyncliiifitt, wlioiti Shaw Ihmsght »hmdii nnswrr tlir urtirlr, pc»i»li 
pCKihed Wiek*lrrd it.# tieiiralh Id.a fmlirr, fltil the t)mn»Hrirut’»* 

• fit tlw eurtf the ittittitWy mm hy 

tttrti Hrmry liyilr Fww! »?idi J«unr» 

J«p»S. Mr. Wlrfc%tr«t'# mrtirir, wtUtir!!l l*«or « f»p 

ptiml III Kwm |4prk*«, V«l. it,, |t«pp» Isn+ij ntU4}4»«'r», 

Ute Mwtefti t’fv##., • |irltitl«g It. It. CliiMn- 

pm mid J, C. Fiml^r. 
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this Ilwt iuiinTSHton, his uu^givingh f«nmd i*xprfSHi«n 

in II puhliNlnni IfHrr, in \vhi<*h In* Jdrulnrly pninttMl nut thiit 
whnt JMnr\ hiui mn% tim! h*. Hi-n* nil rnhhing mrh tdlirr* 

and not nin' t wns rnhhitig nnutluT. A jf)k«s fnimtkd 
an rU'vrr ignnmnrr, nmy hi- n |mtir hi-giimttig fnr « mWiT; 
ypt in thiii wiiy Shnw*s (.'iUH-rr hh nn rinmninint hnginu Shaw 
nc‘vrr dnuhtrfi, sn grriii whs hi-, Ihnt Hyndinnn nr stnne tither 
Imdrr wmdd »it nun* t \pt»sr thi* fiilliu-y in his h-ttrr, and Imnh 
him anmrthiltg thrnhy. I’ln fnrt that unhtidy did pndmbly 
«t«rli*d Urn inisgiving Ihnt h-d hint Iti th-vnlr «{» tintt'h tiim* nnd 
fclmuMld t»» l•rnm»sn}rs^. 

It wtt» md withnut ntstny huwrvrr. Hud Shiiw wiitt 

fventitidly prr«urt«trd t« »rr thr fultiirir** in .Mnrx’n rennmnit’M. 
In till* Iliirnp^tuad lli*tnri** Hnrirty, tluil lanitiinl nid twsmdaticini 
tnd in Iwig privat*- «iiftrti«stnns with Shhiry Wt-hh, Shaw kept 
at the* sulijrrt «f «\I»rui drfs-iulinii him Ity rvrry shift hi* rmihl 
think tif. All thr tiitir* at Imtlmtu Shaw wi4» »itti»fh‘d neither 
with hii nwn |K»ittt»n n«»r w-tlli 1iVrhh%, whirli wm that «f John 
Stuart Mill. lie Iwd idway* fiii«tni»lrd midhftiiwtic*id symbok 
«inrt* the time nf Iss* »*’hm*l d«iys» whrn a phitisilile srlitrolhoy 
mecl to prnw tii him hy Hlgrljra that nnr twti -pre* 

iUmaWf hy «nr «f thr divisinn-liy '/.rrn priHifs, 

The b«y alwwy* iM'^nn hy attvitsg; '* t.rl % Hlww ww no 

harm in admitting th»t, and thr pr»M»f fnllnwrd with ttp|Mrently 
rigoroii* t*x*4rtfjr.»«. ** l*lir rllW-t wh» nt»l to maki* mr proreed 
lwbitu«lly on tin? «*Msm|slH«ii timt ««*• «|iisl» two,” I onre 
hrttffi him »«y with « t«iyisli Imigh; ” but to impre»s u|Mm me 
that there wii» a *rrrw Mstnewlirrr in the ttlgebrair art, and 
a fhanrf* for mv t« •♦•I it right itay when I h»il time to 

Imik irttfi the iubjrrt.” Anti »»», wlirn lir *ttw Jrtoiw’ iN, lii» 
dlferwilkl# mwl bit Shaw at mm* Hitiiight of the 

plausibit Imy, and wa* flml tn tii«l llwit Iniwe irrrw in drvimiftu 
Tllr liiilriilty Iw fV|t iiwi«t wm that hr rmilil not, 
aOKiftg gri into « «utt1rir«l!y atptrtrt atmuBphrrr !»» 

arriff at tlie ptire tlietiry of the tiiiiig. It ««■» r*M-nli«l to 
dff©r« tl» fnitii tlw -itirkl i|m*»li«n. For^ 

tttttftttly, jtt mliity fnotigli. It Wirk*lf«l tiinw-lf wlm 
Sbaw to whftt Iw th«» of Wirkst«!ir» 
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pcrouH Htockhroker named Beetnn, !H‘gnu invittni^ n eirele of 
friends iutercKted in economics ttj Ium house. I'lie 7’o /Jci// di.H 
cuHsion luid established friendly relafi<»«s lietween Hhaw and 
Wieksteed; and Hhaw aeeurod an entry tt> tin'*, circle and “ held 
on to it like grim death*’ until after some y«*nrj« it hhissojiicd 
out into The Royal Kconomic Society, founded the Eronamiv 
Journal, and outgrew Beeton’.s drawing room. Mr. Shaw onee 
remarked to me that his great rlifflculfy was to wv through 
Marx’s fallacy in assuming that alrntmet Inhtiur was tfie tinitjue 
factor by which the celebrated cfjuntion tjf Value was divisible. 
“ I couldn’t, for the life of me,” said Mr. Shaw, “ set* any 
sense in the equation £aT«%‘ He. I actually btmgld an Algebra 
and tried to recapture any early knowledge I might have had, 
but it was all gone.” And only the ollser day I ran ftcrews this 
book, Tha iScholnr^ Algt'brn, by Lewis IJendey, at n »rrtm<b 
hand book-shop in London. Umlcr elate ■“ H H7,” appears the 
following, written in Shaw’s remarkably neat stenography; 

What sutkien freak induced tm* to purclwxe this book? I m%w 
it offered at a Hecond-Iiand book-shop in Ifolborn for one and 
sixpence. For a time I was pti 2 tr.k'fl by « notifm that the syni-' 
bols referr<‘d tts things instead tjf to numlMTs. For inutnncc, 
appeared to me a« absurd as 2 wreiw I S apples,” 

In a letter to nu» Mr, Hhaw once rrlateil the ftdkiwing story 

of his economic education.a story which give* the lie to hw 

own strictures on Lniversify education. Ami in convrrwtion he 
recently admitted to me that thi» eronomic training corre¬ 
sponded closely to the highest form of Ibtiversity iimlructism.^ 
“ During those years Wickstml expounded * final utility * to ttr 

with a hlackhfirtVfl e'ceent whett we trot Imkl itf usmm 


* The Ictttling memhers of thii eluH were lkvt«a, Wiekstwl, Pa^well, 
Gmhflm Wnlliw, I'\ Y. Kclgewarth, Alfred Ktlward {’iiimlnphaau 

ChttrlM Wright and Annitagr Hrnllh. ‘Hw rhd> rnrt aiwsttlily frwn Mrt- 
veiabcr to June--during llw year# U«4. to tme larltt«.irr, »hra it r«iae 
to Bn end through the formwtion of whwt w«s forinally ndlilrd Tk» AVfi- 
nomk (7(u(>, org««iml nwlnly «t the Instance nt Alfrrd M«ri»}wll. It m«y 
be worthy of mention tlmt Wleksterd ti«lic«trd hl» .-ilphtfhfii ttf Mmmm’ 
to this dub. Slww joined tlwj cUdi t*ee«u*e tw waiitwl to tmm »l*»tmrt 
economic*, «nd hr twH^hmiiUy TOntrShutril »«»mrlhlng li» itm 
hlmsdf. On Novemtwr Dtb, IHWf, for example, he f«d « p«|ier before 
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tht* * ' ("Hir I.tnnltm WhriA Hxfhiingr). «r tin* likt% to 

ei:piftin tin* usnrkrt?! ia u^* »ui4 nflcTwnrtls Inivt* liia information 
reduwl to »Irvoiiif«n Hirurv, Aunin^ univiTsitj^ |)roft‘i»c,»r» of 
tfronofiiit’^ itml »ttirk to ii» prrHv c*oii.Htrtntlyt 

and W. (‘viiiniiiiihftm tiirnitl np tn-cuhinnHlly, Hf omirw*, ifu* 
atmcwphrrr w«» hy no tm-niu Shitvinn i Imt tlmt was ^'xncllj 
wlmt I wantril. 'I lir Sm'iali*! |}|atf«»rm and my Journalistir 
pulpib involvrd a rufistaiit and nn»'d |»rnvnrnti%‘f forcing* of 
peofde to fmvr tin- |»r«i-!ir«l r«»n%r*|nrmv» of thmrifs mid hclicfs, 
and to dma mordanl rmdriisU what thry profcMinl 

orwhiit tirir liimrirw iisvtdvrd ami tln-ir lift* aiul cnmiurt. 'I'hif! 
made di«|»«»-»iMn«tr disrii*«iun i*f ahslrart tiirory Impowsihlc. At 
Eptdon’a till' roinlitiona wm* |»rarlH*»illy nidvrriiity 
Therr a tjiril tmdrratamliiig that tlir ralculws of utilitiw 
«ici the timiry «f rxrlmtigr miiat In- riii«|drlrly frimi 

tltf fart tlinl »r Ifvrd* AI«rrisN r»c*di«r%‘jil raptain put it| hy 
* rfdjbitig Itw ** 

In tl» lirati'ii «%-rr MarxN wmimmir lht?ori« which 

fttibwrd iliirifig thr tirxl frw yrar^* Hh»w riijoyctl an immense 
adfaiitiig*’ »« that nolwnly rise in thr Hiadiihst imivrinrnt had 
gone thr««Mh thi» lli•rs|ihll«•» wliirh m|t«rrd ronsidrrable per*!*' 
¥«r»nrr and tlrr|i •ririsfifir rimvirtiMii. It rfid*‘th a* Hlww nmin- 
ttttiii, in hi» tiiidmn i»ut Mart and Hyrsdttian rwitiplrtrly ai 
In firr%piil %'ir» Mart was Ipm «fj rconmniit 

tl»n it rrtwliiliinwrt Sorwh*!, |w>litiral spmmmty ai 

ft wif»|«ui hi« »il%^rraar*p« : li* thr rrornimtc theory 

©f ilirardo *»» •imfilf » ** slirl. Ii* Iwat thr r«|iitali»t dog.’* 
To Ilytiilfiian, lirniht *»f any jiart «f tlir Itililr tif thr working 
C?lw»r* ** Hnrnil»t lirrray : thr wltolr i«iir rr«tt|rr*i ilnrlf intti 
tin?’t|i|p»lir»n whrllirf dr%«t«» w«a « HjH'j-atist ur an »«!» Sin'istls'A 
No clciulit the inlfisriirr whirli Hl»«w li» drv«>|r Idinwlf lo 

t€(iil«t»ii3 •tini*r» »«» i}»« nml Ilf wr«|»ifi, hill hr ihd not ^top 
to iwl «di**t|irf llir strrf €’««}«• fftiMi « Horialist tmmdry «r 
** The »lrri ««5i tti my Iwfid,*'' h«- »nn r 

* A« fair m IWIS SIf. It llelfwrl |i«% l« 11**1 Jr^ant 

wm tt» IPfff! t»^il nf •.r.w&Ittg I** IIup lli»r»»ry 

of taitt# In «*»«! imiIUIs-*! 

lit 



any economic proteiwians iii nit; hut it is munrknhlr tlmt tli 
moHt «ucet'KHfu! ntturk s» fur uii thr vnlitr Ihniry »f K»rl .Mftr 
htiH conic from Mr. Philip M’tckstml^ « well known I’nitnriii 
minister, who is an able follower of Jevons in rronmnir*,** Hlno 
wiiH now llic complete ilcvouiaij, Iiml thrown thr ^tarxinn thmr 
com|)li'l(‘ly over, ninl exactly locnttai tin* »tr|» Marx luwm 
Bliaw hiniKclf readily luhnits tlmt cwnir within tme »te 

of the real Kolutum, Whilst Marx left Hhaw lllll•«||vi^cell it 
to Marxian economieii, he left him profinutdly imbued w'it 

• T1i!b SliHW nrhtrvrd wtth great sneeeiift In hl» retlrw, |« Ihrrr j»rt^, « 
]Da$ Kapital, Knglfuh tTMUsIntlua* wWrti Pijt|»riiifetl in ttw ti*fnrmm 

f The Nathtmt auw Itkrn ttwr »rrfc|y organ of tti 

Nutlonnl Seeulnr Hi«’iety» e<ttli»rs, Ph»Hr« liraUlstifh ami Atmlr Itrwn! 
policy, Athdwn, MalthtHiflnjsfn und Tlirsr «rtlelr>i, the* 

in number, under the gtaief«{ hrBding A**ol Mmr t»»4 * l>«i# A'apllal 
appeured in Vwl. I., page-* H-4-.wi. jfW-lw, tl7, |l». (in iveeItJiig tt rh«iu 
for these artlek* nt a rate whWi la* frit mrr it»e H»furm» 

could not afford, Himw found that tlir ttrnrtlerrd Mr*. Iwd mud 

tt contribution from her private punw, whkti S4»w rhararterbtirttlly hurte 
tmek with Indignant fratitude, 

ISO 
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MiirKiftn c*(»nv*u’ti(»iiH. In IVInrx, Slmw tlwrentccl one who ** wrote 
of tin* nineft'i'nlh c'litlurj hs if it wrr** n eltmd imMirig* down the 
wind, <’linnKi»K niitl failing ns it govn; whilut Elcttrdo 

tlu* stockhrokfr ami Ih* t^uliirry tin* iiigh 'Fory, sat roinfortably 
dowti lu'fort* it in tlirir uilliT ami ntudy t’hnirs um if it were the 
(»n*Ht Wall of ( iiinn, nniv lo last until tin* Day of Judgment 
with an cn’rHf.it>nal eoid of wIsitt waHh." Wliih* rrfuKing to deifj 
Mars HH a god» Hlinw lauils hint with what in, for him, tin' rarcBt 
of jiani’gyrios. “ Ih* (Mars) tn-vi-r rondi'.^rfndH to raat a 
glanrr of nwrlrss longing at the |»n»t: his t-ry to tin* priwnl i« 
alwayn, * hy: W'o are waiHitg for tin* fnUtrr.* Nor k the 
future at »dl myaktrriou*!, nnrertain, or drendful to him. There 
ii not a worti of liopr or frar, in»r appml to rhancr or pro¥i» 
dence, nor vmn ri-moristriirirr with Natim-, nor optimiiim, nor 
cnthwiaim, nor fwssinnain, nor t*ymvmtu imr any other familiar 
iigii of the gtdtiinrsa whirh wty.« men when they rlimb to 
heighti whirh rommwnd a virw of the past, presrnt iiml future 
of hutimn Mwiety. Marx kwpn hi» hrmi like « goth He hai 
di»eovtre«l thr law of »iirial drvrfopnsrnl, and knowa wlmt must 
eome. The thrwd of tiislifry i« in ht» hand/* 

The point to hi* gra*|»rtl* however* if* ronlainetl in Shaw'i 
admonitimii; “ It fad Jrvtma ami the rest for your eeonomici, 
and read Marx for thr history «f their working in the pa«t, and 
thf eonditinn* of Ihrir a|ip!it‘attt»n in the prewnt. And never 
mind the nii*liipliy»ir»,** mtnm\ upon the dtouldert of 

gmnts, for Jrtiifw had laid tlir ftHindalicmi, itnd Wiekit«*d it 
wm who fir«t |M»inl«l out t« F.iiglisli Soekiwt* tht ftnw in 
Mar*’* inaly*!* of wsrr».* Il«l in that rt?m*rkiihly iureiiirt 
and lurid ■tylr for whirh lit* k justly fafiiow. 8 Imw rlidwiriilely 
anaijird the ipieilionatilr points in thr Marsiaii «tmrtttrt* and 
«pl»lnwl the latent error# involtrd, for thr muprelumsion, not 
•imply of the hut of tla* mmfid«"th€*»*lrt*rt. It is 

ntilhtr {Miiftihle* nor even ilrairiildr, hrre t« give the steps hy 
whirh Shaw rcmtrwvrrtwi M«r%; rrferrnrr In Shaw’s mnneroua 

**nmm l*l«» »mmt tm bate f«#iwt pMprmtim «lin«ihaf*rinj»lr in P.nglanit 
C*4i«|»«rf' T$0 TMmtfw *»f tiy W, H. .IrtwA 

titft i ii0t tiy Aniiw 

VtoM, Mfl. 

lil 




were fftlal to human hfe, und had flntthwl hj mtmrkm§^'. * 0 
course, the liquuk muit l«‘ poi»onttu».* ** ArmnI with the fne 
of abstract utilitj, arul the Jcvimiiin wraptm* of ** the law o 
indifFercnce ** and ** tlic law of the variation «»f utility,*’ Hhav 
was enabled to prove with mathematical rigour that vahti* doei 
not represent the specific utility of the article, hut its alwirnc 
utility; and not its total abstract utility, tint it^i final alwtrac 
utility—at the margin of supply,** in Wirk«trrd’» phrtt»c--4.r. 
the utility of the final increnifnt that in worth pftKluring 
IVanslnted into terms of labour, thi« mcarii thiit the value o 
the ware represents, not the c|u»ntity of human kiKHir cnihtwhei 
in it, but the “ final utility,” in devonian phrnse, of the abslrac 
human labour socially necessary to proilure it. A» SImw puti 
it; “ Instead of wares being equal in value tuTiiuw equal quanti 
ties of labour bave been expendwl on them, rtpial quaiitities er 
labour will Imve Ireen exjumcled or them hi'cwiwe they arc o 

*The quwtien rif the vnlftHty nf Ibr Itmsry la n»jt »»iw « Itfi 

subject in KuglanU. Mr. Ilyiuttnuu’s tlrfrarr »f Utr Msfiiliio |M»iU*in ti 
Iw found In hli Hmnfmife ttf HtteMhm, It* wblds t»r In drinrm 

stratc th® “ 'Anal futility nf finwj utility,** It i« sill! s wi 

(he Continent I compsi^, for e*«w|»lr, the works t»f li#i|««’-|iawerk, |*rrtMi|»! 
the mv)Ht eminent of the ** A«»trkn Hrhmil ** of 





SHAVIAN HOC'IAUSM 


cM]uttI vflUu' (or which i« quite another thing. 

That «iip in I tic »uinl v»iH uf wnrt^M wticrchj Marx ww ltd to 
believe that he hiui got rid t>f the nhstmet utility when he had 
really {»nly got ritl tif the j^peeifle utility, wa« the first of hii 
rnistnkefi,’* I’mler eertniii ideal enutlitions, there in a coinci- 
deuce tietwren e\rli«uge value ’ ftud amount of liiltour con” 
tiiinetP’; hut t{u*?a‘ ideal eomlitiou?* seldom, if ever, occur 
ill practice, no wdeiitifir validity idtiichcM to the Marxian state¬ 
ment that “ rofiiinodilies in wjd«*h e«(urtl tjiiaidities of labour are 
embodied, or which can hr pnahiced in the same time, have the 
iame value.** Laxity, Shaw insist^, that if Marx's theory of 
value were correct, it would refute, md confirm, Marx’s theory 
of surplus vtdiie.*’ 1 ‘Ih* proprietor’s monopoly completely 
upsets thoM* itleal coiidilioua on wjiirh Marx’s theory of valui 
i» It can la* i|rim«t»trafrd by devonian principles that 

Marx’s aaiuinplion, that the sulw»i»trnre wage ia the value of 
tilt* labour force, it tuitmidile, even on Marxian principles. 
Marx lihhnot »ce that it i» iiniaw^ihir, aecording in the “law 
of indifFerenre,^* for tmr part of the sttirk of a commodity 
avnilahlr at any given time to have value whilst another part 
Imi ntme, »inrr no man will give a price f«ir that which he can 
obtiyn for nothing, l^torrovrr, wlini he utlrmpts to ditferenliate 
Itthmir power from strum p«»wrr, Mars’* it*gir break« clown, Ai 
Shaw »«y*i “ Iltlarx’* wlwdr theory «f the origin of surplus 
value de|Kmd« on the arruracy of hi« drtii*m«lrMti«n llmt ileam 
power, mnrhirtery, rte., rttimnt possibly producT aurplui value. 
If Mar* were right thru a nipital of ten tlmwand pminik, 
in¥e*l«l In tt hu»ineM re«|iiirifig tittir Ihmimnd ptnindi for itm- 
ehlnrry awl jdant, awl ««r thmisawl |wn}wl» for wages (or 
human laiwur power), wotiid only imturn tmeuilrith of the 
turphw value rrtiirnrd by »ri ripwl rapital of which one iho-usiind 
pound* Wtt* in the forin «f plaiil and nine IhiiuiJittd pounds in 
wag© c'ftpital. A* a nialtrr of fart, the * »wrplys value* from 
both i« found t*» Im «|ual.‘* * 

*Th^m> were Wfurr Us** iWftt wtame of t’ufjmiiii 

»pp#*w<t. llm rilJlof Ilf thr fimi *ntu$m, M**. Pf***lrrlfk pyiriHljieij 

that ttw lW«i viiitttiw, wtwa 11 a|»|*r«rrfj, m'lWrUr thrw nmi nttm 

•ecriiinf M«rs i|tw« wr>«s t« li«vr iw«llf|rtt rrUain »f hi* 

itt llw thiffl valawe. 


4 





ii 
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Shaw Haw plainly rnmigli ihal tin* throrv nf vahu* tlid not 
nuith'r in thr leant an far m liu' Htmndnfns tif Snrinlism wnM 
coiu’enu'd. For, m ht* nnw expresnod it in « hdlor t<! me, if 


in the Natiorud Reformer, In view of the fart that the nppo 
nenti of Soeialkm continually thimagfcl th«’ rmisr csf the So 


ts 

J 


reKolutely farced the quarrel into publicity «» far m 


troversy on the subject m the raU Mail (iamtle of May, IHH7, 
engaged in by Shaw, Hyndman, and Mm, Bcsant, did not down 
the ghost of the value theory t for the ccwt r{»vcr*y w«.s ri*«|M*ned 
in To-Day two years later. An Eemome Elrmieont by (Irahajii 
Wallas, was followed by Marx^t Theory of Volitr, contrihuted 
by n. M. Hyndman, in which, it seeriw, In* merely rcpwitwl the 
old Marxian demonstration without making any at tempt to meet 
the devonian attack. Whcreu|Hm Shaw ** went for** Ifyndman 
in his most aggravating style in an article entitled Rlmffing' iht 
Value 'Theory, which finished the campaign except for a serifi 


July, 1889, was written by Shaw. Then* were other Ictteri b^i 
Shaw on the same subject, written at different timw, which ap¬ 
peared in the Daily Chrmkk. William Morri* never made my 
pretence of having followed tht controversy on it* alwtracd 
technical aide; and perhapa the moil amusing feature of thi 
entire campaign was a sort of manif«lo which Iklf«»rl Baa 
induced Morris to sign, in which HynrJnmit, Bax* Avcling anc: 
Morrii declared that ail good Hocialiit« were Alttriitei t Shan 
was once denounced in public meeting by a Marxian Socialkl 
for pooh-poohing Marx a« m idiot, HI* own posilkin, m hi 
himself once remarked to me, lay wmewhero between thi» anc 
that of worshiDpinflr Marx m a mid. In one of tlw* moit r# 
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niarkdlilr rvrr urittt-ii h^y Hlinw, TOlitlwJ Tim lUrnkm^ <>/ 

Sm'hthrn, Shitw «uit why it wnn that m difficult and 

hulit li‘ lln‘{ip\ likt* td ilfvtins ctHsid lU'vcr be lii ttcccpfcalilc 

nH 1% crude and siiujdc Inbour tla-orv like thnt of Marx, which 
w'ciucd to uupij that Health rightly lu'hut^rd to the hihourt'f*^ 
1 *rouj the »tHtid|H*iiid «1 tin* i\Iar\iau tiu* sccciiid 

hcrc?*v of H hjt h is i^udt^" ctiiif»iHtN hi hts recognition of 

the ('liw« War dmirun- an ii deluHiiui mul n nuicitlnl political 
ptdicy. lo ShaH, the funu of or^aoi^iditiu dediu’ed frojtj thd 
(‘law War <Ioctriiie i» alHiiys the iiaioe, “All you have to do 
in to form a Hurkiitu claws nssuciidion, tleclnre nnr on property, 
explain tlw‘ erononiir ^ittmtion from the platforju ami at the 
street corner, and wait uiftil the citlire prtdeliiriat (uuule * class- 
<‘o»hrimif» * hy ymir lucid Irctiire*) you. l‘hi« being done 

ftiifiultiinrounly in London, Piiris, Berlin, Miulriih Home, Vicuna, 
etc., etc., niilliinic miiiiifis lint « siiiiultnmHius nmveuicnt of the 
proIetiiriiui» of all count ric*. ««d the sweeping of capitaliim 
into the »cii licc«ii*e * ye are iiffitiy: they arc frwd What ran 
he cttMicr «r wore «cirtditlr ? *’ Hut » »tydy of the history of 
Socialism led Slmw to the di#cuvrry that the t*k»» War theory 
had gtme to pirecs t’^-rty time it Iwtl Imm invoked. I4t««lle 
attempted to orgaiiiir tin- imaginary rla»»"rtin»rit»u* proletariat, 
only to Im’ disillusiimrd hrforr the end of the firat year by Iht 

* to ttr ihili M^fl flw fiUluteiag srtlrfe* Mar# md 

{4ueMi0m, t»|f ?!)*«»•, >iS«y tih, !»?. |»«gr 3 i irpty, May 

lilt!, iwgp li| !#«»*• rrjoiailrr «ii timm» (iWi beaitof limiitt- 

lr»« a jll«* of tlw rililor), M«y |»*tr ili Itj-atimw'* rvjniricirp, M»y 
taih, |Mife #1 Mm. ttp*«nl‘« arlirir on itif mm$m «.at»jerr. May Wth, i. 
itt VttJ. XI,, Kew t»«, dm flwafcifa, 

t»)* tiratwm W<*tks, !«*»» fWrf uf by IfyatlmaH, 

. nawjr |«ff* ty-IWi HImw*# fr|»ly, ftlmgaf fA#«ry. fol 

, Iwwitt* il)wl«na«. t#»«, ttta. klrlv rr|»rlnt«| by IblttfiuS 

|lrrn«lei« in Irlipf Ift Jmlir* »|s|»eisrr«l 

, on |»«p* a *if llw h.%m uf Jwly «|», |ft^, fii» rm«y, ratlttrU th» 

■ illmiums nf d*»pmU0m. giiltr |wf»rff!« lit wlllmaglt 

, rstisrr t« tlw rirtHiwr)* orlgfii«||t- «|i|»r#rw| it, Its tn^ 

I mi (V|rn««p in it««» im,imidwf #|IK ««l Mw. 1», lb-t»it«rf !UUi 
I kler it appearwl In EngllA in #'of#r^i#to «/ lA# iVsHwry. nlitrii 

I by Kitwurit tkrfirntpr, M»nrt««lrf. !*fr», |«|j n «rirrw«rik «|i. 

I |ie«ml In Fmtrb l« t/ttmmmmiM ParSl. AtiguU. mw, 

I «lltrd by ,4 Ilf link llawoii. !!*• «nl Ito PrriM'lt lr»»- 

I ktor wf piny*. 

f tm 
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“ dannu‘tl the r»-a! pruh turint, Owt-n lu'foi 

him liki'wi.si* Imti fnilfd, «fti*r Hppnn ntlv (‘(mvrrtlni^ nil 'rrndi 
Unioninm to Iuk Ni*w Moral Worhl, Whru Mart pinnnfd ti 
SutUfUtHt Kick* of ‘‘The InteriuitiootsI " in the he jihtnvt' 

luK euntempl for the trademnioii Kide* vuth the ri*«tdt: “(hi H 
trnde-uidon aide a gmit surresH. . . . tin the Hui 

futility and diKfwtrous failure, eulmiiiatiug, tii JH7I, in one t: 
the mail appalling innHiarres known to history.” .Mnr\ en 
Hcarcely be said to have tried tt> orgnni/e tlu' eln%h rtniMcncn 
proletariat; hut the nminent bin uneless vitiiperntion uf 'rhier 
“brilliant m a munple of literary inveetive, Init U’tek hh for i! 



torjcal itandpoint, hut also an rtamiuatioii into llir stMumpHoti 
upon which it have thc^nnighly ronvinml Simw that Hr 

dalista Imve for long heiii making <»verdraft» u|Km Ihrir (‘iipilii- 
Shaw has nevt*r Kought to uliirk the real point «l i»»tir by Ui 
quibbk of «ub«tit»ting tlm «t»rt af ealie 

snobbcryj mighty a« in that »«oeial forre, for the rronomir cia*i 
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ran«t*H)U?4tu*»s tif lht> (irrmnn fonmilii. In Sbiur'K interpretation, 
Ilynclnmn ruui the .Marxist?* nm* tlu* term “ ('Ihsh War ’’ to denote 
a war Indween all Hie proletarmns on one «ide and all the* prop- 
ert>'-!iolder« mi Hie otlier in SelmefHe’s phraHe a definiti? 
eunfrontatimi of rlns«e» ” which will he pr««lum! when the 
workers heroine t'(ni«riou» that their economic interentti are op¬ 
posed to those of the property hohlera. Shaw’s positiem i« €f- 
fcctivcl^v HtimmiHl up in his words: 

The people understand their own alTairw much hcHer 
than Marx did, and the simple slralifleation of noclety into 
two chiRftrs . . . Iwft ttH little relation to actual iocial 
farti as .Marx’* value theory has to actual market prlceii. 
If the crude Mmrxmn meltHlrHiim of ‘The (‘law War; or, 
tt«f Virtmnw Worker tutfl the Undid Capitidwt,’ were wn 
approximately true to life, the whole capitalist atructiw: 
wcjyld have luirihled to pieces long ago, as the ‘ Kcientific 
Sorialwts* were always rx|»eeting it to do, instead of con- 
solidating ilwlf on a scale which has already made Man 
and KngeU »» otwolrte m the C#rarrl» had lierome in the 
time of Auguatua, By throwing up fidntlous inawscs of 
* surplus Yttltie,* and tlouhling ami trehlifig the incomw of 
the well-to-do middir claasm, who all imitate the imperial 
luxury and s-xtravagnure of the millimwirr», (‘apitidwfn has 
crmlrd, ii» it formerly did in Borne, iin irn?«i»lib!c 
|ir«ltdarittn iMMlyguard tif lahotirrra wl»»r immediate inter- 
f«t* are up willi tlio»r of Ihr rMpit«Ii*t«, and who 

arc, like tlirir liftman jir*»ttity|«*s, more rapacious, more 
rancorcfua in thrir Friiitrose pitrti*»n*hip, and more hard¬ 
ened against all the larger sorial rctfwidrriitiuip, than their 
masteni, dimply t»rrau«r they art* wore iM^*dy,, ignorant 
*4id irri‘ipoft*ihlr, *r«urli Ifir snrowr at Ihr rich, and the 
Coniurvativc proletarian® art* Hu* firit to iiifiTer.** * 

In SI»w*» opinion, tlm »tiritt| »trugglr diwi not follow ctnftn 
iinw III all, iMmUM? the fmiplr who rraliy hatr the rapilaliit 


* Tk$ €*lm» W0f, In ttw {*torte». firWth, IWi. 
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**Tlw Mcristnn ln» tmiil lui word tu InUlcntr « dowbti 
But Ik* put Ids thuiiih unto Ids nnd br hli ftng®ri out,** 

nrj* two ffirturji whifi) istron^lj tnllilrtic* agninst the 
pragws of Sorinlintsi ; ttu* r»-»olut«* tuIluTuncc of Socialiito to 
thaw* thforioH aiul {K»li(‘ic« of which tinu** t*x|H'ni'nct% and 

inodcriJ cronojiilr uricnci* have cotn!>i«t*cl to tliKcmlit; fmd the 
tctulciicy of tlu" luiiitl to eoufunc Socialisin with 

Anarrhisjiu* Shaw’s most ijoportanl negative and dcHtrurtive 
ttchicvrrnrnts roiwist in those aiiuiziuglj^' clever and interenting 
paperi* in wtueh he attenipts to expoMc .Marx’s theory of value 
m mi explodeil fallrtcy, to pfnm' that the (‘lass War*will never 
come, and t«» deiuunstnite the itnpoHsihiiities of Anarchism. In 
the hchnkdi «*n»e of Socialist ecunsnnics, Shaw occupies the 
opposite ptdf to Indivitlu«li»i« and Anarchism. And yet in a 
very definite and grnrrMi sense, Shaw is ii thorough-paceil indi” 
vidualiit and anarchist. If imiiviihmli»t means a believer in the 
Slmk«{mftn‘ati injunction ** To thine own self he true!*’, in the 
Ibicnic* doctrine ** Live thine own life!’*, then Shaw is an indi¬ 
vidualist heart ami »tntl. If anarchist meitn« an enemy of con- 
Viiilton, of tradition, t»f rurrmt modes of administering justice, 
of pR’yttiltng moral •tamlards, then Shaw i« the moat rcvoUi- 
tiorwry anarchi*! now at large, If, on the other hand, Individ- 
ualiit mearw one who dt»lrn»t« Htnte action and i» jealoui of 
the prerogative of the imlividiial, pr«jm»ing to rwtrict the one 
and to citciid the other »* far m i« hunwnly imMtblc, then 8h«w 
» inoit certainly not an liMlivithwlkt. If Anarchiit meani 
dynamilarfh inmitliary, a.*»it»«in, thief i champion of the alma- 
luig liberty of the inditiiliml «ml the removal of alt govern- 
ra«ntftl rrntraiiit ^ or evm » Iwliever, as (’omi«iint*t, in a 

* In l* ilisw wrote two wry rirver whk^ m far »wn t«> have 

«e»p*d ittffithm, aittemgti the dtsgoi*® It tWn im to bt iwftlifddr. 'tltrs# 
tw© artirb* are, Mf Fri##*# 

SmkMrt, hy W»A tiedr llw rdlirtl hy Itul»rrt 

Bland, Anp*#!, !•!«), *#i*l tm- Mimmlf-” A hy 

Enbftpitrr® Marat Fli»thwn4rr tewn). Ilnt^ wry 

|»|»©«, twth written t»y ihaw, ‘tl If wwllr^ to my, r.ucUUtdr « 
mimtim t»f tb» mud rwidntlnnary i FUt- 

ttwndtf Ii wiitefitlf M fwwfwwllr plrlttre, miA* frew i iiuwlwf of 
Sodallit 

im 



prenminiH jUHtl 
priation, Indivi 
tion of Socinlii 
to its logical 
Tlic Corainuniif 
because of his 
present state « 
were comnmnix 
come bankrupt 

to its support ns much labour as tlie bread he eoiisimiiHl cosi 
to produce. Were the consumer to reftise thtw to ciintrilsute 


then the Anarchist ideal remains urndtatnetl. If moral force 
wliat will be the event? The answer reveals Hhaw a« a cjudlrmed 
sceptic In regard to the value of public opinion a** a moral 
airent. “ It is uscleKsd’ he avers^ to think of man a* a fallen 


hours’ liappinesK^ he is taking the surest way to sacrifice hi 
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‘‘ ItH is fiir nil prnrtionl purpo«t*8 quite arbi¬ 

trary^ nntl iw H.H nfh'U iiuiuorul an luurnl. It li jmt a« 
hostile to the ref(»ruirr nn to the eriiniiinl. It harig« Annr- 
fhwis niul wurshtpn Nitrate Kings, It insists, cm a man 
wearing a (nil hat niul gi>iiig to elutreh, on his marrying 
the wtmmij he lives with, luut on hi» preteiuling to believe 
whatever the rest preteiul to believe. . . . But there is 
no Hineerr |mhlie opinion that n man mIhuiIcI work for Ins 
clailv Imeiitl if he enii get it for nothing. hHleeti, it is just 
the other way; puhlie opinion Ims been eilneated to regard 
the perfonnanee of daily innnual labour as the lot of the 
despised rlasMes. '"rite eoniinon nspiration is to aecpiire 
property and leave off working. Kven memhers of the pro- 
fesBimoi rank below the independent gentry, ««»etilled he- 
eau»e they are iiidependent of their own labour. Thm* 
pn*judirrs are not etinftiied to the itndtlle and upper ela»«e«; 
they are rampant abo among the workers. . . . One i« 
alnicwt tempted in this euuntry to deelare that the poorer 
the man the greater the ?*iiot», until you get clown to those 
who lire mi op|irr«»rit flint they have not enough self-respeet 
even for snobbery# and tbiis are able to pluek out of the 
heart of their misery a rrrtain irmpon^ihility wlnelj it 
wmdd be a imsekrry to drserito’ m genuine frmiknesi and 
freejfoin. *rbe immirnt you ri»e into the Inglier atmosphere 
of a pound a week, you find that envy, cwtriitatitm, tiHliouM 
and irpineere rerrmony# lovr of petty title*, preeiilenre and 
dignities, and all the drtrslablr fruits of mecjUttlity of eon- 
dition, flourish a* ninkly amoiig those who h»e m among 
ihiwe who gain by it. In fart, the notion that |K»verty 
favours virtue w«* elrarly iiivnited to |»er*u«fie the poor 
that what they h»«t in this world tlwy would gain in the 
next.** * 


When Hh«w attended the Iiiteriwtiontil Sori»li»t C*ongref»«ea 
in Zurit’h and in London, tm reportni them in the Slur a* un- 

* FaW«« Tfarl, iis TA# !of JmffAifm, « jmjwr l»y 
ShiW, writtrii ill taw, rr«»} l»i ll*r Hurlrly uo CSNclutwrf tHCli, 

m 4 publiArii by the t*'«ibta« Jttiy, 
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sparingly as lie wtnihl havi' niuirtt-d u Hitting nf Pfirlmiiu'; 
TIh* Socialists^ amumt nntl iiulignnut at their fir»t taste nf r 
criticism* concluiled that Shaw wan going over to tlie encn 
This Fabian policy of unsparing criticism, inaugurated a 
carried out rutldessly hy Shaw, ended in freeing the Fabians, 
great measure, from the illusions of Sociidisin, and in iniparti 
to their Society its rigidly constitntioiml character, An incide; 
which Mr. Shaw once described in a letter to me, gives one ««: 
insight into the causes of his reaction against the (Jerin 
Socialists’ policy of playing to the galleries by spouting rei 
lutionary rant and hinting catastrophically of impendi 
revolutions. 

** At the Zurich Congress I first lM‘catne a«juainteci w 
the loaders of the moveimmt on the Continent. Ch 
among them was the (Jerman leader Idebknerht, a *4H v 
ernn who, having Imcorne completely parUatnrntariiecl, «l 
thought it necessary to du|R* his younger followers wi 
the rlictoric of the barricade. After « division In whi 
an attempt to secure unanimity by tlie priniitive meth 
of presenting the resolution Imforr the Congress to t 
delegate of the different nations in their various !angtia|i 
in several versions adaptiil to their views, so that whi 
they believed they were all saying * Yen * to the sas 
proposition, the wording wm really very different in t 
different translations, and sorurtimr* highly roiitradictoi 
it turned out that the stupidity of the Kngibh section h 
baflfItHi the cleverness of the (lrntiati-Swi#» htirmu, becai 
the English voted * No * when they meant * Yrs,’ iind upi 
the apple-cart. Happening to be close to Idebknccbt 
the platform at the limcheon adjouminmt, I *»id a f 
words to him in explanation of the appamitly ipn^li 
action of the English. He looketl wearily round at n 
saw a comparatively young Hwdaliat whom h« did r 




I hiriu'ti uwHV w»(»ti aiul hm »hi)rtly ns I rtnild without 
bring nnir; uud frtiia that }iiu»* 1 diKcouutrd thr (trrrimit 
lrn<lrr» n« brirjg ft>rty ymrn «tit of dntr, ntul totnlly uegli- 
gitilr rxrrjit nn wry ordiimry rriitihlirnit Hndicnk with n 
Sorinlint foruudn wltirlj wn« dimply n ctjuvriiirnt rxciwe for 
doing iitdhing nrw. 

** Wbrn thr (ii-rninn Inuirrs visitrd Lotultm in the 
eightirt thry trmtrd thr Fnbtnn .Sorirty m n foolwh joke, 
Lntrr on thry found tin-ir error; nud Lirttknrrbt was rnler- 
tninrii nt n great Fnbinn meeting; hut tit tliiw day the 
(lennnn Hjieiidi^it |»rr»» dm*;* not t!nre to imhlinli the very 
nrtirle* it nska no* to write* lH-enu»r ttf rny ruthlew eritieism 
of Ileheh Hiriger, «nd the old tradition of the * oht gnng ’ 
grneridly. My here»y ii» to Mnrit i», c»f eourw, Another 
horror to t!ie Clertiwns who g«d their idea* of political 
eronmny in the {M'rtodd’ 

After IW7B» let ua the old prensure and tii«e«iilent of 

the eighteendhirlie» dr^rendrd ti|«i|} Kngliind with renewed 
loree, In IWHI, ’*«» if (Iwrtism «nd Frrgu« i)*('onnor Imd 
risen from the dradd' thr I>rtiii«*r«tir FMlrnititm* with 11. M, 
Hynditwn «t it« hmd, iiiH«igiif«trd the revival of Htietnlist or- 
ganiwititin in F#ngl«ntl. I.ikr tho»r other haters of the enpitftlwt 
•jilem ■ the mpstoIiMa liiiftkifu M«jrri»* Tolstoy* M«rx and 
Lawalle llyndnwii ** h««l had hl» turn wl the twH hat and was 
tired of it.” Htiortly after the fornmtmn of the Itemorratie 
Ffderation* the F«t»i«ti Horirty* « revolting «>rrt from the Fel 
hiwihip of the New Life, fciitniled hy Professor Tliomfts Dnvitl 
»on, rttiim into twiiig. liyndirwn uml hi» M»r*i»ti, Kroindkin 
and hii Anarrhwta, ifkt not rraliie, with Hl»W| that the pro 
fttarlftt, in^trftd of twing th# revoliitiorwry* i* in mdity the 
Cfiiwervative rlefiirnt of wirlrly. l*hry rrfuaed to weeejd tlua 
iitiiation, not rottU^ing that tliry wm* rfinfrimtrd hy a eomli 
tion, ncil ft theory, **T|ii'y j»pr»i*trd in helieving tlud the 
proletariat wa* an irrwt#tiWo nmm of Felix Pyat* ninl (hiidn».‘* 
On the ptiint of joining tlw iJntitirrttir Federation, Shnw de¬ 
cided to join tlm FatiiMn Hcjckty instraih Itr th«l neerpt the 
•Ituntbn, Irrlfitd, |iorh«p#, m Ire o«rr #mid, hy hi» inhrriled 
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that tlu* StH’U‘Iy has r<*('riit!y la-fti gmitly Mtrengtiu'ned by the 
tif ninny vvfll kimun mint lit KngliMh puhlin life. Then? 
were then ti^ht I’'nliinn?< in the Imuihm (‘nunty Cnuneil; and in 
Farlhuiient, Lnhimr nnd Sueinlista imve in the Iiwt five yearn 
been better represented» I believe, tlmii ever befnre in the hi«tory 
of that body. I have rerently talked at length with ninny of tlm 
ahleMt SneinlistM in ICngInnd. 'I'he remarkable growth of the 
Fabian Soelety and the Sueialis! reprehentatiun iti Kitglinh lit¬ 
erature, I was told again nnd again* \h not due to any undden 
and tintrn»tworthy inlintion of Sorialint valncH, but \h largely 
due to the faei that Hernan 1 Sbnw. Sidney Webb, Ilnbert Bland, 
ami their rolerie have been planting the m-eds for twenty yeara. 
Hueh idea?* as are embodied in .Mr, Idoyd (ieorge’fi budget and 
the Old Age Pension Bill are unmistakable markn of that gradual 
Boeialwl leavening of I‘bigli»b politieni thought upon whieli the 
Fabians have been engaged ever sinee IHH'K “The reeent 
steady iiitJu^ into the Fabian Soeiety,*’ Mr, Bland said to me 
energelieally, “ i» a rlenr proof to my mind that tlie ideaa whieh 
have la'en lurking in the air fur a long, long time are at k«t 
taking detinite shape uinmltiineously in the mind» of a great 
many people, Sueb nten as Bernard Shaw have brought this 
thing to piiii^." ^ 

During the year« from 1HH7 to IHHtI, the year^ we an* espe- 
eially eoitrerned with at present, eornpemmtion for It« paueity 
of numbers was found »*»t only in the inirlleetual eapaeity, but 
al»o in the eeimomir impliedivenr^s and nei|ui«{tive«es» of the 

* Worthy of rreortl la eeiyireU.m wUSi llw new jMiflry of ttw Fntikn 
Swtrty, ttlltwHigti itnen«s|«ia Is «nUsS«lr ll»r of ttif» work* l» ttir tuovr 

itmiipirstnl Pi- Mr- iohI Mr, }l, after 

Waftk Joint rdllors of Utr S-tsinlf-st Mr^8!», Th» X^tp Jtir-. la tUr 

fouiH'tMflun of Uir l.rrUst Art Hat* la IWi.V, ***nir oltjeel of ttir* i.rrtl*« :\rt 
Clwt»,“ ttwlr rrial, '* l-s to iHr aaiis!«»l ilrj»eiulenrr of art niut 

Idwwi,** This niovrtiwat, «o|’l****'^*'*t t»y » gniaji wf «l4r tn-tnrrfs, provnl 
PH} »wee»«f»}| «a«l m» s*lljassl«itln|f ls» r%ri»tut»le jo ttio fnraoithm of tti*’ 
Fahitttt Art tlroun f|lrri»«r*l Stem |*rrsihllit^ avrr Ur hiitisl jia-rtlitKl, the 
dertnml **f whirli U "to ialri-i.r*! Ur frts»!i«a of Art iiml l*hlh>>.i,j4»)- 

ttl HnelnUwu." AilmlrisWr |««o»|'tl4rn «a#l hnriitirrs hwir iH-rii jothtlslnl 
llfutrr Sla a!i®|4rr»| awl It* i«rrllis|fs, «iml Jhr I'fttilrtO Saioiiier ,H«4jm4 In 
Wwtw, have t»rra hy tn«ny of itir hrltlSnul «ail ailvaiiwi 

thinker* in Bngl«iiil- 



scouted as a bliwpheinj againsit Marx* . . . As to his' 
torj, we had a convenient stock of iin|K»sing grormliw^ 
tions about the evolution from slavery to »rrf«loiii aric 
from serfdom to free wage labour. We drew our pietua’i 
of society with one broad line dividing the btmrf^mhu 
from the proletariat, and declared that lltrrr were ordj 
two classes really in the country. We gave Ughtriini 
sketches of the development of the jnwlwviil rraftstnar 
into the manufacturer and finally into thr factory hand 
We denounced Malthunianism eptite a* crudely ai tin 
Maltinwians advocated it, which }« »ayiiig « great deal 
and we ragetl against emigration, iwtioiml iowuranre, ca- 
operation, trade-unioniam, old“ftt.shion«l llaiiirttli*in, ant 
everything else that was not Hocialiim; and that, loo 
without knowing at all dearly what we iiwaril by Bodat 
ism. The miHchief was, not that our genera I iMtiiiiw wer< 
unsound, but that we had no detailed knowledge of tin 
content of them: we had Imrrowetl Itwm ready-made su 
articki of faith; and when opponrnti like Cbarlw Btati 
laugh asked u« for dedaijs we inef*f«l at. the clffnand witlr 
out being in the least able to contfily with it. The rca 
reason why Anarchkt and Bocimlwt worked ihouldti 






tv 1t»‘ itlwitlvrtl tin il»* urminl of iiivlnrihle ignO” 
Init if in «<} Inngt*r \rnv of thr ImtliTs of the move- 
grnrrnl. In IHH7 I'vni the Britialt Awoeifition hurst 


Jgnoriuiee of 


|e»rnwl iiniiijjlilrtii n# thrir |irr«lrrr»i«r» engngrfl Nmmm 
Beniiir its thr tl«f« «f thr 'IVn Ililh IserAUie they 

know tfwl wr ftimiiltl hr oiilj ton gluil to advertiw our 
Flight llt»ur«.‘ Hill hy Anttming mit my *yrh rh»mpion. 
From mu? to IKHI) »r wrrr the rrMigni«?f| huiJiei and 
»Wtt.ihhurhlrr» of iitlvftsirrtl rr«n»mir«,‘* * 


1 )■ 




i 


»t witlimit rr«M»n havr thr Fnhiana l»ern rullrd the J«ust« 
w Horiilisit r%*8.iigrl its Kiigkini, The ** waiting” of the 
nn imdtti la •ynisfiymtiiss, n«»l with irsartimi, hut with sm- 
energy.t Tlir Fahsiiti.ii r^rhrwwl pictures mnd rwre- 
i» of etery hiinl in fatoiir of fmhlip siwMiig nisil fnddir 
Midtofi; liirtr |i«Iiry tw* alway* licrtt one of rdueatSon nnd 
iratiun, In thr ymv rniliiig April, IKKIl, t«i tahe n ^ingh- 
iple, thft« listiiitirr Ilf lrrtitrr» liriitrrrd hy titewlsers of thr 
an Biirsrly alonr w«» tiiiwanl* of *rwfi tsundwl. In mhli 

sMifi Twrt II. |»«ir* fl.'lii 

bp F»l49M l»t Mff Frank Pwlfwtiej nnwi '''' l*««r stir 

nwtnrwl mim«I »«ii, e» F«l»s»i6 *li»l |*aib'ntlv wst^fSng 

si llaftttiW, llwttil* hi« itrkj'ti Itisl *lir« tiw Hot*' 

I yim fttwi *lrifce liiifrf., m fiMm. liiii m fmf WAiilng will Iw S« *^in 

tmitym,’* 

til 












from the illuHiooH and inlUfimial a«|nrisH<>n« of lii** ^rri*t nima 
of SocialiHlM. It i« ii aoririj of trrfvrmu'r ainl Bcicutiflr 
icoiioclaHim, bowing to tho fotisliimn nrtfbrr of Ctrori^r ntir of 


now bo (liHc’firdod hr orromanw or tho b’ltbiHn Hooioly 


as eininc’nt Soc*ialiil« thtiiiKolvr^ itsidntiuifril tottiirdH thoir 

predet’C'HNorH St. Simon and Owt-n. In origin anHrrbintiV 


remain anarcbiNtic niui revolutionary. In prinei|de avow 
orderly and eoiiHlitutionnl, in poliey frankly fniiMirttinist 
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(JKOlUiE BKHNAHD SHAW 


(Ircanu'W anfl romtinei’ru.* Wlnh' I hr rank nnd dlt‘ of the 
“ S. 1). F.” have b<*PU the very getitl fririuls of the Fabianw, 
the radical dllTerenctw in their re}*pertive poheieN have preduded 
all posiibility of amalgamation. Ah Htierinrtly stated by Shaw; 
“The Fabian Society in a aodety for helping to bring about 
tho aocialixation of the industrial reHtmreeH of the country, 
The Sodal-Dcmoeratic Federation i?< a society for {‘nlisting the 
whole proletariat of the c<mntry in its own ratiks and itself 
socialiring the national huiujitry.** 'flu* policy of the <mc iis 
fundamentally opportunist; of the other» implacably Hcclarian. 
The Federation counts no man a Socialist until he !ta« joined it, 
and supports no man who t» not a meinher; the Fahiaiw lulvise 
concentration of strength to elect that candklatc, he be Socialist 
or notj who gives the greatest promise of advancing, in greater 
or less degree, the general cause of Socialism. The Feckralion 
persistently claims to be the only genuine representative of 
working-class inlerestj in Knglarid; the Fahiana have never 
advanced the imalkst pretensions in that direction. Its policy 
finds ample justification in the recent hi»t«ry of (’ontinental 
Socialism. The tactic* of the (*erman Socialist Party, in the 
last few years, have taam “ Fahianiml “ by sheer force of cir¬ 
cumstances; to-day, thw party is, in great measure, both oppor¬ 
tunist and constitulional, the two esmitial feature* of Fabian 
policy. Sharpened in wit by rigoroui peraecution, Liebknecht 
and his successor Bebel have learned the art of politics through 
exiJcrience and exigency. In contem|Kirary France ia witneaa^l 
the signal triumph of Fabian Hocialiwit. The policy of Jaurk, 
althougli under the frown of the “ Internationah** will l>e con¬ 
tinued in France; and Guhdf, de«pite his l»rren victory at 
the Inleniaiioiml Soetah'si Congrwi at Anwterdam In will 

remain only tw chmmntu in dmrto. The hiatory of the 
Fabian Society, which is the history of Shaw, in the la»t twenty 
years, bears evidence that the Fahians have atoocl in the very 
forefront of the liattle for colWtiviit im*Murea, municipal 

V Compare Pabfan Tract No, 70t fUpaH m Fabiam Patient the bomb¬ 
shell thrown hy the Fabian Hfjrirty Into thr Intrmailooal Bo«laliil Work¬ 
er*’ and Trade Union CanjfTc$», JHP-ri. 
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reforiui, tnvir virttu' and Muriul prugri'Hti. A« Blmw wrol*? in 

1900 : 

** In IHHfl wi* rtgri*r(i tn give up the delightful ense of 
rt‘VciUitionrtfy herrnt's mul tnke t«> the hartl work of prnotjcal 
reftjrm ou ordinnrv pnrlhuneutHry llneK. In 1HH9 we pub- 
Iwhed * Ffiblnii Iviniivs ’ witlunit a wortl in them about the 
value theory of Mar's, In IBOB w‘e made the firat real 
ttttaek made by SoehilLtst ou LitH-ruli»in, t«i whieh oeeaHion 
the SorittI Deuun ratie Federation promptly joim*«l in the 
Lilmral outery against us. In IH90 we ntllrined that the 
objert of Hoemli«i» was not to destroy private enterprise, 
hut only tti make the livrliluHMl sif the ptHjple indepeiuient 
of it by »tKnwli*it>g the comiinm itidu»tr}e» of life, and 
driving privats* enterprise into its pri>|K‘r sphere of art, 
invention and new tlepartiirrfi. I’his year w^e have led the 
way in getting rid of the tradiliona! assoriation of our 
movement with that roman!it* iialitmalisin w’liieh is to the 
Foie and the Irishman what dingtiism is to the English¬ 
man. ... In sfntrt, the whole history of Soeialiim dur¬ 
ing the past fifteen yrftf* in F.nglaml* Frann*, (termany, 
Belgium, Austria awl Amerira, has Iwen it« ilisentangle- 
ment frtmi the Liljeral traddstm stain|M*d tm Marx, Engels 
and Liehknrrht in IKkH, iiml it» etnergrnre in a rhRraeter» 
istir »ml original f«»rin t»f its own, imMiifled hy national 
rliararirr, and* iti F.nglaiid, ertlling itself Fahianiitn when 
it ii #rlf rorwrious rismigh to r«Jl it»elf anything «t mild’ * 

Strangely rntmgh, in view of «ll the fart*, it is eu«lomary 
to rrgaril Sh«w a» n purrly »!r»friirli%»* amt nrgittive spirit. 
The truth i»» find Hlmw' nlauds l*»r eertaiii definite helief'-n 
eertain iimliHthtnl Ifi« i* the Iwdief of the tm • 

hfllever, the uriitriplr of the tiiiprinri|ilrd, the ffdth »>f the 

Not lew important ttwn hi» de®triirtive ttehievmirttt*' has 
l»tn hi« riinstnirtivr work in pr«rlir«l affair* a« Vefttryuiftn amt 

m4 l« it» flwl»r. Ku'i'roiWr t^th, 

IMO, 
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Borough CoiHunllor. Prior io 1895, ruughij HjM'aklng, tlu? 
vestrit’B were ignortuBlj hoikHlrtl of hh thr truo^t proiluctH «f 
a ropiTHrntativo (Iwnucrntio gtniriuiu'ut. “Hu* truth of ilje 
matter,” Mr. Shaw onn* remarkai to uu*. ’* U that the vchtry, 
as it was actuallj elcoleti iu ilmse tinv^ n frw jn-nple gs'lting 
togothor when nobody knew of it nml at ^tmu- ptiuH* (jf wliirii 
the public was not notblftl, and electing tlicio'.rlvrH nirmluTs-'- 
could scarcely be called a rcprcHcntalivi' dmuu-ratii* body. We 
Socialists finally began to rcali*/.c that the way to grt at the 
vestry was to put a prr>grnmna* inttj tlicir humU, Sii wc wnt 
them all a pamphitd, rc(|ucsting replica a pamphlet eutilled, 
‘ Questions for VcHtryincnf or soinetlnng of the sort, 'fbe ves¬ 
trymen were thus forced to the wall and driven tti decide uptm 
issues. They actually began to make up their minds on many 
subjects of which hitherto they had had no concept ton. Slowly 
the vestries, under this discipline, began to take tin a truly repre¬ 
sentative character. The permnnd of the vestry was now per¬ 
manently altered for the better. Men were rli cted who not only 
took an interest in municipal affair*, but likewise were willing 
to do any amount of hard work. I was ‘ coupted * hr., 
olioHcn by the cominittcc, by agrccnirnt with the opposite 
party, obviously beaten if a vote were taken. Ho ttmt I 
was fortunate enough to eacape the terror^ of a fiopular 
election,” 

It is (juite beyond the scope of tlii^ hook to enter into the 
dcinil.s of Shaw'’M work n« Vej*tryniitn, afterward* Borough (Coun¬ 
cillor. Suffice it to any, that he wjw rhown ist 1897, eiitertnl 
at once upon the perfornntnee of lii» duties, wml prtwrcidc«l 
tlicm for several terms willi great xwil and lirelcM etirrgy. Ilia 
various letters to the IVcss during that periiHl, iirtd «rra»ional 
rcminisccuccH, show that he wa» always outsiMikrn mid vela*- 
ment in hclialf of all reforms wldcli teiidnl to Itir tadlennrnt of 
the poorer claHNe.M, e{|ualj'/jition of public privilegin of mrn and 
women, better sanitary conditions, ami the Mmnici|iali/.«lion of 
such industries as promise to give tin* |M*ople #*t large ladicr 
service and greater value for their moitry thmi privately 
operated concerns. 'Die in««t tangililc re«iilt of hk work as 
Vestryman and Borough (.‘ounctllor is hi» Ixmk, 

IH£ 
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Tmdhtfr, wliirh hv tnu r jm- hi- m aru‘ af fhc* bwi 

arul uicwt iiHi'ful thing** tsr luul rvfi* <{nnr,^ 

At tin* rX|>irn!»i»n »>f hi»* rnnrr im ILjrtnigh (AnmeillDri ht' 
sloml i»« I hr rntulifintr fur shr llurungh nf St, Panomu in tin* 
Lnnfinn ('taint v ( niun il tlu* »4rnt ttfit-rwurtL tu'tnipiwl hy thw 
well-kiitm-n artur, Mr. Ch-urgr Ah'\aiulrr. “ I wns hfutru,’’ Mr. 
slviw rrrriiHy t«»hi uir, “ firriuifr I nlii-iiatrd tlu* Nttnrt>nforini«t 
dfinriit hy favmn ing thr i!«}Huvrmrut tif thr ('hurrh Mchuols. 

I wm riiiivinrrti that ran li iiniiruvrinrnt wtnthl Irntl In the* Im?!- 
tmurni nf thr rdnrnlitni i»f thr rthhlrrn. I'ht* NtnuMmftirmwis 
Wfrt* rnragnl Iw-ynini hy thr |tro|u>j.uh Itutkiiig with the 

utiiuwt lit*rr«r ujani any nu-uniir whirlt triul«| t«i wtrrnglhrn 
the(i»u<'fh. I n*inrfHtH r «»«r ruhiti Ni»iir«ii!foritu«t mining tn nu* 
ont cky» ahm»«t fiwming nt thr uHnilh, atnl |»r«tr»ting with 
vioknl iniiig’iiiitinn tlwil hr wmilil t!ul pay n singir rrnt tawants 
th« Hiiyiltriwiirr of thr srlnmls nf tlu* K»ttthH»hinl (‘hurrh. 

* Whji wy rlrar frlhiw,* I rrplifih * thni’t ynni know thiit you 
pay taxw ri«w for thr »up|i«rt of Hu* lionittn (atluilir (‘hurrh 
in the I*k«tl of AltinMi||h this staggrml the Iratr 

Nonrciitforniisl for tlw it ilwl not rrmnrtir hi» rlrmrnt 

to thr rxlrfi'Sttw of thr priiirtplr t« Ltuuioii. My mntrntion 
wia that iiwlrr thr roinhtiiuis prrvailirig «t Ihr tiinr, thr rhildrrn 
wrrr poorly tuught «t«l pttorly htHi»r«l, thr srluuila hailly vpnti ■ 
kt«f, and tlir grnrmll) tiiisftlishirttjry, « Improvoall 

Iht* mnihtion*,* I ptaid: * appoint your own inspfft«»r«, und in thr 
etjur*i? of tiitir ytm will rmilrid thr sitiiution. Iky tin* piprr 
and you «ri rail thr Innr.* Il«l I royld not ovrrriilr thr trr^ 
wriidmw prrjmlirr iig«sn»t tlir (1»urrh, ninl I wus badly Iwiilrn.*’ 
Cine of Shiiw"* iiitiiwitr frinnla t<»ld nu* nol king ngo th«t what 
fcit tlir «*nt in thr L, V, t\ for Siniw »«« his intrrpiil iisnrrtion, 
rtpifttni IlirtiUffhntit thr minpaigtu tiint hr arid Vidtnirr wrrr 
th« only two truly rriigiotH prt*plr who twd r¥rr livrd! ShawN 

* For MiWy sumitMrira *»f Vtimmm Mpme »»/ 

(Awllilwlll «tiil l**» I, «i»ul *»f SIwiW'a *r!irlr, 

/«r MIMmairm (Wr*t ii» llir e uf Frt»n»ry, 

t®i* amt »ftrrwi»rtl», Its Itfit, m Pal4*ti Tr#rt %n. lolp r«iui|»ar« Mr. Hei¬ 
tor »«»fr«|iti, ilpfmmd fwgr* 111.431. 



(JEOHGK BKHNAIII) HHAW 

own Account of thw, wlien I tAXwJ luju with it» wah tlmt he 
had often pointed out that the religious opinions of the Free 
Churchw (the Nonconformi«t sertR) in Enghuul to daj were 
exactly those of Voltaire, and that what I hnti him told was 
quite as near hia rneaning aa most people contrived to get with¬ 
out reading him. And only the other ilay a well known politician 
and a friend of Bhnw’a made the remark ttj me that Shaw 


w 

vidualiatic in hia aasertionK to avoitl alienating ninny pimple- - 
even some of the very men who under ordinary cirenumtancea 
might confidently he relied upon to support a progressive and 


of the S. D. now a prominent Fahmn and recently mwnher 
of the London County Council, This letter* a co|iy of which 
waa most kindly given me by Mr, Sanders, wm sent in reply to 
a letter from him to Mr. Shaw asking him to allow his name 
to be put forward as a candidate for the parliamriitary reprc" 
senlation of Battersea Huhm|uent to a ctmferenrr Imtwccri the* 
Badersea L. and H. AKwiciation ami the Battersea branch of 
t.fu' S. I). F. Mr. Shaw waa mistaken in adilressing Mr. Sanders 
as I he Sem'elary of the Klectlrm Committee of the Battersea 
L. and B. Association. 

“ Dkaa Hut,— 

I wish it were po»}hlt? for me to thank the Bat- 
tewea L. and il. AHsocintiem for their invitation* and accept 
it without further wonts. But there i* tiie old difficulty 
which makes gi*miine democracy impossible at prrmmt—I 


of work entrusted tt» me by employcn of 
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that my |n‘tnminry i« worm* limn it wn«; niul I 

mi at |»re‘*<«*nl nluH)?.t wholly (h*{n*mh'iii <m critiral work 
which rciiuirtf* my pn-sfm'f ihu'iug hovt-rul fvcning« In the 
week at ijuhlic performHiicis. Hfuiiy uh I do this at present, 
I ctnthl not do it at nil if I had parliamentary duticH to 
discharge; ami ns to getting hack luiy of the old wtn'k that 
couhl he done iii the morningv I rather think the action 
I shouhi he houmi t(} take in I’arlinmeid woidd lead to 
chiser and ch>s«‘r huyeottiug. Ah to the serious literary 
work tljnt is imlepmdeid of etlitt>r» ami pohtieK, I have 
never smcceeded in making it impport me; ami in any case 
it in m»t compatlhle with energetir work in another three- 
tiori carrietl tm *imultane£nt»ly. Von muHt exciwe my 
trowhiing ytnt with these detaih; lad the Aswocialum, cun- 
wsting of men who know what getting a living mean*, will 
uiideriland the iiiiportance of them. Ai a political worker 
ont»iiIe Ihirliament I can jn»t manage tt# pay my way and 
10 keep myaelf *tr»ight ami indeimndent. But you know, 
and tin* AMoriatitni will know, how « tniiii gima t<j pieceii 
when he has to let hi« work go, and then to run into tlehl, 
to liorrow in or»lrr to get out of debt hy getting into it 
agtthtf to tmg in order to pay *>ff the hjims, and finally 
cither to »rll hinmelf im ti> give up, Iwaten, 

** If the coimtdurncy a candidate, I we nothing 

for it Imt paying him. If llatlrfwa makefi up it* mind to 
limt, it ran pick and rloMisr aitioijg men many of whom 
are stronger than I. And ainre it i» well to get i« mueh 
gotul Vtthir for the money a* can la* twd, I think poor 
eonutlturnciri fatid all real deitomratic constituencie* are 
|K>or) will for wiinr tiinr rof»i|»*lhii to kill two liirdit with 
one alonr, ami put the %rtmr iimu into both C’ounly t’ouneil 
and 1‘arlittinrnt. l*hift, howrvrr, t» a maiter which you 
lur© »ure ttt know yoyr own miftda atiout* and it i^ m>t ftir 
me to ttieddlr iii it. 

** Some tl»y* |»rrhapft, I may Iw lirtter able ti» take an 
fllr* fluty; for, afirr all, I «»! not a bad workimtn when 
I |»ve time and tfp|K»rtunity to »li«* wbwt I mu th»; and 
I Heed ieitrwly my tlmt if tlic titerary cmployi’r!i tlmi tliat 






GBORGH BKHNAHI) SHAW 


there is money to he iiuule out of uu » tluy will Hwnllow my 
opinum» fjuit enough, 

“• I lun, tlenr Sir, 

Vour^i fftithfuliy, 

t*. IU:hnahj» Shaw, 


“ Mr. W. Sanders."* 


In many qnarter.M, even lummg hi« Soeinli*»t ciwfrvrr*. Her- 
nard Shaw is regnr(le<l ns primarily tlest ntcfivt- in hi** jJWposnlH. 
And yet, at diflVrent times and in various plaet s, he hiui eon-- 
structively outlined Ins programme of romph te Sorinltsm. In 
essential agreement with sueh {'olieetivints a» Kmile \ nmlervelde, 
Jean Jaur^s and August Belad, Shaw {iitferf* front tlatn only 
in regard to the successive mutatituiH in the prawnn of Soriidint 
evolution. The gradual extension of the prittciph* of the ittcome 
tax—a “ foreihle transfer of rent, interest, and even rent 
of ability from private holders to the State, witf»mt eom|mtsa» 
tion,” is the scheme of capitalistic espnipriation the {*o!iectivi»ts 
have in mind. By a gratfunl process of tlevelopment, the Ini” 
position of gradually increHseil taxes, the State will MTure the 
means for investment in industrial euterpn«’» t»f all sitrls. Bi" 
stead of forcibly extinguishing private e»terpri>*es>, the Stide 
would extinguish them by successfully com|«-tiug agaiimt them. 
TJius, as Proudhon Huhl, competition woultl kill rom|wtitton; 
in America, Mr. Gaylonl Wilsliire never tires «f exctiyming; 
“ la't tlic Nation own the Trust*.** If. as Shaw rlaimi, the 
highest exceptional talent could Iw liiul, in the open inarket, for 
eight humlred poumls, say, nearly half tin* existing wngea of 
ability ami the enlire profits of capilitl wouhl \w diverted from 
the pockets of I lie able men and the presenl possessors of capita!, 
and wouhl find Its way into the pockets of the State. The va«t 
sum thus accruing to the State would »we|{ the existing witgtw 
fund, and wotild he employed in rawing tlm wages of the entire 
community. After the means of prtHliictlon Intvr lm*rt Ho- 
cialisscd, and the State has heconie the ejMployrr, prcwliict* or 
riches will he distributed riniglily, acroriling to the labour 
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VftluHty tlu‘ wliirh ruriii?*li tlu* sulistructure of 

FaJbkm Mi*. Mnlhu’kN rontfutuni ri'Halvi's ibilf Into 

the assertion tlnit exerptionnl jH-rMoiml nhilil^s and out labour, 
is the main faelor in tin* prtHltieliun of wmlth. Far from 
repudiating tliw nswrtimt, Shaw rmbrneiai it, iu> aaid, in the 
spirit of Mrii. Trig; “ Wlm dmigrs of it, Hi.tnj? We Hupporl 
and eneourage ability, Hhnw runtemla, in order that we may 
get a* mucdi m powiblr out «f it, not in order that it may 
get aa mtu’h ns |«>»il>le out of m, (*ive men of ability and their 
heirs the entire prcMiurt of their ability, «o that they «lmll be 
enormously rieh wbil»t tbr rest of iiw renmin as poor an if they 
had never exi»tetl, and ** it will hrromi* n puhlie duty to kill 
them, ninee nobtaly but theinnelvr* will In* any the worse, and 
weilmll lie tmich the ladlrr for linvittg no further doily provoea" 
lion to tlwB «n »f envy.** Artn»rdi»gly, tin* Imainew of Society 
ii “ to get the y»p of ability «» rlieaply «i it ran for the 
btnefll of tlw ctmununily, giving the ahlr man just enough 
adfiintagi? to keep hi* ability artivr and effirirnt. From the 
Unioci&lwl |«iinl of view tin* in nimply laying that it is the 
buiintat of BiH'irty to find tnit rxarlly bow far it can rob the 
abli Bi«n of the priMlurt of hi» ability without injuring itself, 
which is preriwriy true (froin that point of view),** though 
whither it is » ** rwlurtion of Horialnun to dishimesty or of 
Uaiockliani to absurdity '* in»y !«' left on o|H*n t|«i*iti<m. *' If 
Mr. Mallork will take hi* graml total of the earnings of Abil¬ 
ity,” Shaw R»»erl», ** and »lrike oflT froin it, first, all rent of 
land and inlrri?*t on riipilnl, tlini all tioriiiiil profit*, then all 

In llw Ppt»ra»iy, 1^, Mr, 

M«ha?k |ittr|»« 5 d t« *twtw Imw iiw mt Pem- 

lertatlmi, *s ttnl.lliiwl tif' tUwiwIf, tsr Ity n fiiilrr wwlefstaindnig 

of ft, to tprak to tlwe InlrUrrl, lt«* lirarl, «»mI llw nf Ua* jir«|4r of U4« 

fOttntiy (Knfl«wi|» like ll*r wiUm* »f m in r»»«jp«fl(it«w with wturtt 

towlet of lfaet*|l»i« wUi t*p « |»p»»oy wliislk*.** I#ww tl#U^htftilly 

tCT»l4 bti fvjwiwtrr, ttm Mr, Mmlhtrk'ts 

wMcb tutWftil fortit, III the f#!#*** hot two rrjtihtilrfa 

fww Mr, Maltek to ItW an «lt»rk hy Mr .llal|n«*k «in Mr. Kelr ffardlr 
la &t Hwi# firtifiriferdi Wtow In « ftpiw tm |il» idd Mp|MOirfU. anti 

the FiMan |»rew«ll|’ fvpnWWiwI tiw eorr^iiiWMlrnre «t«l Uw ohi 

FwMffkify ■rtk‘l« Mtitlef Itw titfc, Tlw* 

latter, In a •hlllltif wiithw, te alwi |»»»htl*h^ hy A. Flllehl, l^tiwlon. In 

tte i^m Mmhiki 


it 
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non-camiH’litivi' iimjlium*ulf» nlturhiil tu h th fiiutr stfitiw in the 
public Kt'rvic*c» civil «r iiHlitnrv, fr««u rtJVitby (luwnwartia, 
ttll payj»U‘iitH fur the ativiuilnx*'** ’*1' J^'cuntlnry or technical edu¬ 
cation and fiocittl oppurtuniticn* Ihm all fiuicy pfiyjnt-nlij made 
to artints and other prtjfchHi«n»il mcit by very rich comnianpluee 
people competing for their nrrviccs, and then all exceptional 
paymenta made to men whoM* pre emimiice cxisb otdy in the 
imaginative ignorance of the pnldir* the rrinituler may with 
some plausibility atand m genuine rent of ahility.’* And to Mr. 
Malloek’a asHcrtion that *M«eii of ability will not «crl Ihum- 
selves to produce income when they know that the State in a,n 
organissed conspiracy to r«l» them of it»” Shaw rlwracbriiticaily 
retorts, ** Mr. .MaJlock might a» writ deny the imktimee of the 
Pyramids on the general gronml that men will not huiltl 
pyramidH wlien they know that PlMirmih i* »t lb» htad of an 
organized conspiracy to take away the Pyramidi from them 
as soon as they are madt*/’ 

Shaw holds the fundamentally iourid view that to the 
entire assimilation of Bockliim by Ihr world, lh» world ha* never 
yet assimilated the whole of any »m, and nevtr wllld* In 
tlmt most subtle and dittingui*hrd of all liii i?ti«tribiilion« to 
the Socialist literature of our time* 7‘A# Ulmglms of ^mmihnt, 
Shaw has exprcsBcd liis firm conviction that it » not twenlial 
for Ihe w'clfarc of the world to carry out 8#cialt«tii in its 
entirety. Unfettered by the dogmas of « p«illtlciiil erttd* um 
hampered by the btmdi of a narrtiw parti§ft,iiikip, Bcrnardl 
Shaw stamls forth as a great and free *pirit Is hit prophetic 
declaration that, long Ijcfom it lw» |wti«ftr»t«t to all cortiem 
of the politif’al ami sociiil organiiatiori, S*>ciiili»Bi will havi 
relieved the prc?»Hure to which it iiww ili fliwticity, and wil! 
rieede before the next great wu'kl motctiiwli bating every' 
where intact tl»* Iwst wurvivak of individiialwtle Iteraliim. Ant 
far from agreeing with Ihwn in hi* iitifM»iibil»t dtclaratlon tha 
tht State triUil go* Hlww not only a«rl# that wi muit put uj 
with the State, but al»« cxprr»r« no dtmbt. wlmtocwver tba 
under Social-Dcmocmcy tlw? fm will itlll gamm* It !• a mar 
of 8haw*i Britiih pracllcftllty and cltar-tighlrfiii^ that h© r#< 
ognkm la the State a practiml iiwtru^Btdi^ tor 

A 
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find dirnriing n-ftirm. Thv Stnin m indispewaWe w & 

inmn« for iiinkiiig ouv grwt roiiKimimnticm; the devel- 

opjiient of till* strong, sinind, rrrntivi* |HTH(mality. Tht linso- 
cial man lu* rognrcN n» n “ hoprlniHly iirivale powon.** The 
opportunity for the free thneicipment t>f Hu* individual he re- 
gard» iiH the fimdatnentnl prerejjuihite and eonditijui for the 
individuar» soeinl nod materiu! wrlltunog.® “ 'Hmt great joint™ 
fstoek roiupnny f»f the future, the Stieinl Deojoeratie State, will 
have ita eliairman luul itirretiirN as sundy m its shipH will have 
eaptaiuM.*' But thw ndiiu««.i«»n iuvolvrN on rntloraeinent, on 
Shaw'a jn*rt, of the State m «t present eouslituteii. “ Bakou- 
ninf’a eoniprehen»ive aspiration to tlestroy all Slates and Katab- 
li»hi*d Clnirehes, with their religious, polilieid, judietal, financial, 
eHminal, anidmde, rromwiie ant! wirial fairs and institutionw, 
mmn to me fierfertly justifliihle amt intelligible from the point 
of view of Uk* ortliiwry *etiue»trd man,’ who Indieves that 
institutions make men in»te«d «f men making institutionii.*’ 
The State, a* at present eimstittitrd, Shaw view* **« simply a 
huge machine for rohhiiig and «litve driving the poor hy hrute 
force. While he laughs at tlie In«livitlu«Iism rvpre«»ed in Her¬ 
bert Spfnrrr*» Th^ Cuming Skiwrg, at the Anarchy etprrwed 
in the woril and in those ** silly words of ,lohn Hay 

on the title-page of Ihmjamin Tiirker** ptt|wf» Shaw im* never- 
: thflesi, both an infiividuah»t and »ii intrllerlual anarehiit. The 

I allfgftl oppiwltion twtwrm H-orialisin and IndividuiiliiW, Shaw 
i hw alwaji *tri*tiyoii»ly maintaineii, in f«l»r and f|we*tion4H'g- 
I ging* ** *'I’'hr true i»»iie lies Iwtwrrn Sorialism and ilnwieiidiwin, 

and not ta^wmi and that instiisrt in «■ that leads 

I us to 8f»riah»m by ll« rrlwlbiin the ii|tw,}ifi levelling 

I down, tbt brutal repreiB»i*in, the regliiirtiling and drilling ami 

eoRvmtioiialiilng of th# jgnmt !««•• t»f ii« to»d«y, In order timt 
a lucky haniiful may iMiri* tb«ti»elvr* to ilbatlt for want <»f 
Mjthiiig to dll, anil tw afraid to walk down Bond Strwt with¬ 
out ft rcgtiktifin hat »fi«l eoat iifi.” Lik# Iltiskiri, Morris and 


* Itt swkbftli of ttw •lltiattoi t» hli null##' t«^ that Hwtw* 

Ettia Wt* « for Iwlftwt, t*rr««w llir Irldi woohl tirvrr l*r rwi- 

wnum nev«f< tlwittw'lMn frw. ufttli Ittittw ttoie MfMitnS Uwtn.. 







seeking to effect the salvation of socifiy royid hr arliirve the 
salvation of hii own jianl. The Will to Bociiiliwn we» thus 


grounded in a profound inclividualiim; he felt, their organic con- 



the very truth itiolf when ho saiil that Ik*ri»rcl Shaw has 
done something that has never Imni dour in the world iadore. 
lie lias become a revolutionist without tR'coining a icntimcnlftliit. 
H(? has revolted against the cant of aulhority, and yet con¬ 
tinued in despising the cant of revolt.** I'o Hlmw* the middle- 
class origin of the Bocinlisi movrimnit is in nothing »« apparent 
as in the persistent delusions of Hocialwtii mm to an ideal pm- 
k'tariat, forced hj the brutalitica «f the capilalist into an un¬ 
willing acciuiesrenn* in war, |H*nal ewiti, and other rrueltiei of 
civilimtion. “ I’hej still sia* the locial pniblrm,** Shaw wittily 
remarks, “ not sanely anti objectively, hut itiiaginattvely, m 
the plot of a melodraina, with it» villain nnii tt« hfroitic, iti 
innocent beginning, trouhleil middle, and happy rmling. They 
are still the children and the romancer* of |Miiitir».** * 

Shaw flncli a sort of sly gmtifimtion in the reflect inn that the 
world is bceoroing so familiar with the Socialwt, llmt it no 
longer fan, but only laughi at lilni. ** I, tki Soeiallst, aw; 




of thr piitnw'r ti» nmkv a ftiul t>f hitttfu'lf. Tlu* itetiHible nmn 1« 
the mitri whci luhipt** hiiuwlf ttt existing romlitimw. The fool in 
the wh« persists in trying to lulnpt tlu* eoiulitiojiK to him- 
lelf. Both rxtrnne* Iwtvr tlunv diswIviintHgeH. I rling to iny 
waning follj « r«>rrrrlivr to uiy woixiiig goinl Kenne hm luix- 
ioUilj i nnr»r«| mj gtiml »tntse ilrfriui UJjself ttgnbint 

roy folly.** SImw is tin* very ttinn tif whoiu his own Don Junn 
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** PttKlMri* tm ymir l»rat rrli 
Okbatmiam Mlkh*, Ifi Thw 










C’riAPTKU VII 


S IIAW^H cnrwr jih a rritif from Hie period of hin first 

nrcjtjnintnmn* with Mr. Willium Arolier, in 1HH5. After 
living for nine ^V‘nrf», nerording t<j his own Httiry, on the uh 
pouiuiH of which In* in «« fontl of wpenking, Shaw was at last 
rwlurt'd to «|t»itt« sfraitirn-d tiimneial eireuiimtatu’en. Hc« eagerly 
M'i/.ed the opportimity t« lueonte a eritie afforded him by Mr. 
Areher’n itigetii»n»» kimlnew. Our friend* William Arelmr,” 
Shaw relates, '* Irouhled hy this utatr of things, to which the 
ronditi»m of my wordrohe bore ronvineing testimony* re«cued me 
hy a stridagem. Being alrt'iitly fattunta m the * W, A.’* of the 
iVmtd'a drama, he luddly tdlVred lij eritiei*/.e pictureH a« well, 
1‘hhnnnd Yale* wii» only too glwB to gel so extndlent a eritie. 
Archer got me to dt» the work, resigned the post iis noon m I had 
got firm hold of it, ami left me in ptnssesMiofi,’* The years from 
IBMtl to IHHIh during whirli he lived at Mil, h’it/.roy Heptare, Shaw 
tlevofrd in part to eritieiim of art, etnilemporary ICngliah art in 
partieiilar; thiring thin period, he once loltl me, he eriiieir.ed 
every pietnre »li»tw in t.tnsdon, lie al%o publwlied many tm^ 
isigiied hlrrnry reviews and sallies in the PttU MM (hseUe; 
whil*t It fiui»l»*r Ilf hi» rritirisnw of pietures appeareil in on- 
signed p»ritgr»jd», lioth in the tror/d, IBHIl to IBBfi, aiul in 
*i''ruih^ tKBil, A few of hi* alfeo ap|K‘ared in a magn 

isine railed (tur C 'oriirr. 

I rrrrnlly read Sh»w’» eritiral review* of this ynmiod, ewpe 
dally the roifiplrtr file of hi% artirjen iti the PtiU Mall (ttn.tftt- 
from May Ifitli, IKBft, to Aogii»t lllst, IBBB, placed at my di*» 
po»al tiy Mr. Shaw, Tlir artirlr^ are |a*rtinent ami shrewil, htd 
only roirtpttratively fr» «rr marked hy that iM^enlinr ami fain 
tail ir liUmoiir whirli h«» eoiiir to lie known as Shavian. 'I'hey 
erolirarr every sorl of syhjrrt friiin Ihiiila’* novels to the l.lfr 
of Hlttntiikp, front flrant Allen to W. .Htanlcy drvoiw* 

from Cairo to tin? Surrey Ililla ■ art, fiction, nmutr, drama, 

im 
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“ Sanu' t»it! Ami wt* fct-I .sun* that Shaw will ** ^oro 

uiui traiuph* ” llu* unfortimati* wrrtoiu'^ wh{» cnlifci hirlh tlu* 
(lanming conuiH'iilH wheHii awful,’* "idiotic,** and "green 
blush and pasty face.” 

During these years, however, from 1HH5 to IHHH in e»j.jecinl, 
Socialism was the living centre of all Shnw’.H intcrests. Hjs 
time was principally devoted to the most active form of So¬ 
cialist propagandism. The literary articles of this period tlo 
not jiossess the piquant mterent of the " «li It.” or the 
“ G, B. B.” criticisms, which arc tjuite remarkable for epigram, 
satire, and paradox. Most of them are almost unintelligible 
now that they can no longer be read with the context of the 
events of the week in which they appeared. Shaw* has always 
been a leader of forlorn Jiopes; at tliis time, willy tdlly, be was 
on the side of the majority. I remember one day tpioting 
Clarence Rook’s remark to the effect that Shaw in like the kite, 
and can rise only when tlu? jmpulark aura ia again«t him. 
** No, that is a radical mistake,” Mr. Shaw said forcibly, " I 
have never worked with the sense that everyhmly is against 
me. On the contrary, my inspiration springs from n nvmv of 
sympathy with my views.” Still* one might nay that it has 
uhvays been ns a defiant ami vexatitniH personality that Shaw 
has best succeeded in arousing and challenging ehimortius pro- 
test. Hermann Bahr insists that Bernard Shaw posseiHeg in 
rieh measun* the reumrknide and exceptioii«l talent of the 
groat artist-critie: the abilify to nrou«e the whole itatr, the 
whole nation, against him. Not only w'lis that opposition, 
which ii the very breath of hi» nostrils, non-existent; lliere wa« 
no great battle on in the world of art in London comparahk 
to those that were yet to he waged. It m tnte that the Irn- 
presaioniat movement was struggling fur life in London, and 
while Shaw defended it vigorouily, m?ither its day nor hii day 
was yet come. As an almost totally unknow'n, eoiiiparatively 
unskilled critit? of literature and art, he could scarcely be 
expected to create the nnparallelnl sensations which he sulwe* 
cjuently achieved m a Shakespearean itrmge“breftker, a cham¬ 
pion of Wagner and Ibsen, ami the most radical exponent of 
the newest forms of the New Drama. 

1 ou 





And vtd it wiiH dun'ni^ thi w vrry yt'iirs that hn dt'vekiped 
lliutif ri’innikiddi* qusddtia mhirli lutvf wun liim the title of 
the nn»*^t hrilliiud «f eunleniptHitry liritish jntirtiidiatk? critic«. 
On nil sidri the yiHtitger griirrnttun» winch ineludeil Mr. Shtw 
m nne of it?* nn»»t daring and ic-tmfiehwtie niemherw, rose up in 
revolt ag«tnf*t »eiulemi«'istm iji ?«tylr. 'I’he New .luurnnliHm came 
into being. ** Lawless young nn-fu’* myn Shaw, began to 
write and f»rint the living l%i»gli«b langunge of their own day 
instead of the proRe »tvle of utw of Maefuibiy’s eharaeteri 
riaiiifd Aildison. I'hrv ajdit Iluir iidmitiveH and wrote such 
phrases rt» ‘ a man nolouly *'ver lieard oL* iiu^tead of, * a man 
of whom nobody had ever heard*; or, nmrr clnsstical itill, *a 
writer hitherto unknown,* Musical rriticii, inf»tead of reading 
book* alMinl tlirir btisirie** and rlrgantly regurgitating their 
enidititm* began l« li!»lrn to mtisir ami to tli»ti«gui«h between 
simnd*; rritir# «f |i«frttuig Irgaii to Itiwk at iiirturesi critics 
of the driiiim b-gan to hitik at M»metbitig the stage; and 

tlrsfriptivi* writrfa artiially brtikr iiitii the Umu*p of C'ommon«i 
elbowing the rr|i«rlrr» ifdf» the l»rkgrmind, ami writing about 
political It»«dr» a* if tliey w-rre inrrr pky-artori. The inter¬ 
view, the illuwtriition, and thr rros* |}p«i|tng liilherto looked on 
m Anirrinin viilgiiritira itiipoasiblr In Knglish literary gentlt- 
nien, invaded all our |oij.»i'r«; «ud, ftnally, as the cliinai and 
niaitcrpirrr of literary daeoliiitiam, the iSniurthtff /frfdrw ap¬ 
peared with a aignrd artwlr in d. Hirn Mr. 1‘raill and all 
lit« gffier»li«lt rovrrrd llinr fm-m with tbrir in^m and di«i at 
thf baai* of AtfdiMvu’ft *latyr, wldrh all the while ran ink.*’ 
** Don’t mi»»iiilrr«trti»d my Mr. Hliaw imre remarked 

to n«, ** It ip true llwt I w.ii* oppowl l« aradftnlciata in wtyU*, 
not to »lylr itself, I Wlirvr in style. I thought that tin* 
amdemiciMit wr had wm titi! giMtil antflr’iwicwm. 1 wm pediudir 
enmigli myself whm t llr*t lirgan to wfit.e---when I wrote my 
Rmi ntivtd. I r«u»r t« lla* eonrhistnn that a phrase 

ttifanl Kiiieh only aftwr it l»«*l Wn wndied iido shape in the 
tiKiUllw Ilf iliMirn* uf general Will*. Ttir fart of the matter i« 
that I «n ritrrnirly »rii«ii*ir l« fhe for«i of «*•!,*’ Shaw 
iimply repiidi«t«I tfir rl««tirai of writing like ** » 

tchtl&r and a ftfntkmafid* A# far m» lti» scimlarship w«* con- 
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ceriit'tl, l!<' thi‘ i^rrntrst puinH to th** little 

poKSi'fJJ^tMl. Mort*o%'»"r, he thmhtud if if hml evrr Imtii w»i 
while heiiig « genthiisMfii'* niul ii^rtl r\«-ry in hin pu 

t{> (lihrredit tlsifi «ntit|i)u,ted »ur'i.i'vnl of tfu' n^e <»f ?*i*nti!i 
tuIiHin. He alwrty« ttinird at itsnntrwrv, hiil »o'otrrtj etniHtimr 
at the notion of ftchieving " »n rrtf ■“ I mn 

(Jofl Aliiiighlyt*’ hf saul in rtf ret, ” lunl noho«iy Imt h hud re 
rxpei't jtin«tirt' from mt\ or any tdlu-r ^opi-rltumioj iiHrilnr 
He wrote boldly iirrordiiJ^ tej hi« befit; hr- ftind ojily -ahat 
wanted to nay, and not what he tlioii|*ht hr to Nny, 

what waa rif(ht» or what w-a^ *l’o Shaw, fhi*» nfft-ri 

manufaetured, artiffeial e{m»eirnrr of itsorahly imd jii»»lier 
of no nae in the writing of nywiinr erittrimfi, or in flu* i«nk 
of true works of art. For that. In* felt that one itui*kt h 
the real eonwieriee that gives a man roitragr to follll hi»4 
by saying what he likes. An eftigrttiit I oner hrani htm nw! 
** Aecniraey «jnly means <ii»eovrr»ng the rrhition of your 
to farts instead of rivoking the fart» l«> Irmihlr** I 

note cjf Ills entire eritietsm. SImw wtnight «}tti|*ly to writr 
areurately, m frankly, as vividly, ain! huhtly a* |HH«j 
He hesitated neither at violating taste, nor ni lo-tog u-tulh 
evi'if positively disngrwnhir, *■* If I inert an Anf-rfran toti 
who is greatly iin|iresstal with the work* of iinpharl, Knulhi 
Delaroehe and Barry,’* he onre maid, ** and I, with 'rifiitn 
VelaMtpit'r, in my mind, tell hij« that not tnir of hs« fo«r hej 
was a real painter, I «Jt! no dmiht putting i«y r«i*r ah^ifr* 
bid I am not talking nmiwn^e. for all lli«t; imlrrd, to 
adejd Ht*er «sf pietnres I am only fornmlaliiig « riuotiionpi 
in nn Irritatingly ill-e»nsidered way, lint in lhi» world if , 
do not say a thing In an irritating way, ymi nmy jii»t m* < 
not My it at all, ssnee nohwly will Iroiihlr thrm»rlvfi als 
anything timl doe^ not ! rouble tlirmd* 

Mr. H. M. Hyndman, the great Krtgli»h Sorialist, ottre i 
me that he was mdly the flr»t in Eiigltind t« di*re 

Slmw. “ In IBHS,** he explaineil, •* I wrote « letter of reei 
mendation for Shaw to Frederirk -fkerfiwrMni, at that t 
editor of thf Fall Mali (ianritf. The Irttrr W to nothing 
is true; but that li mi tnaterial. llir |M»iot w» tlial in t 
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letter I ctnnpiUH'tl Shaw to neliie— a comparison for which I 
liHVc lu'eti umiu'rrifully (.'hafTed many timos since. Of courscj 
Shaw (hu'H iKjt j>oH«i>Hs Uriiu'’8 wonderful gift of lyrism; but 
MH ieoniH’la.Htit' esilit’K, they have many qualities in common. 
In hix ptjvvt't t(t tttin up for our inspection tlie seamy side of 
llu' robe of mtuit'rn life, and make uh recoil at the sight, Ber¬ 
nard Shaw i« witlunR a peer. 

1 !ia\e h1hhj|i« het'u inclined to clasH Bernard Shaw and my 
dear frit'iid Cteorge Meft'dith together. In enigmatic character 
and faculty of myntiticatiou as to their real opinion, they are 
remarkably alike.” 

Of ShaWj in all hi*i eritieiHiu, might be quoted his own words 
tlcMcriptive of (Jeorgt* Henry Lewes as a critic of the drama: 

He eKpre«Ked hi« m««t laboured criticisms with a levity which 
gave Iheni the air of being the unpremeditated whimsicalities 
of a man who had perversely taken to writing about the theatre 
for the uttke of the Jest latent in his own outrageous unfitness 
for it.”' 

If the world eoiivinced that Slmw is only a gay deceiver, he 
hintitdf hiw felt from the very beginning that the rdle he plays 
m that of the eanditl friend of Rodety. “ Waggery as a 
medium i« invaiuahh*,” he once explained. “ My case is really 
the eiwe of lialatkis over again. When I first began to pro¬ 
mulgate my opiiiioiWt I fotmd that they appeared extravagant, 
and even hiiane. In order to get a hearing, it was necessary 
for iiu* to attain the footing of a privileged lunatic, with the 
licence of a je*iter. Fortunately the matter was very easy. I 
fiiimd that I had only to way with perfect simplicity what I 
*erioiiily meaiil Jtiil ai it itruck me, to make everybody laugh. 
My iiifthod, you will have noticed, j« to take the utmost trouble 
to find Iht? right thing to lay, and then say it with the utmost 
levity. And all the time the real joke is that I am in earnest.” 
It w Bhaw*s »«preme di»tinction that he refuses to view life 
through the confining, beclouding medium of convention. His 
primal claim to ieriims attention is based upon the assertion 
of hit frwdcim from ilhwion. If he appears grotesque and 
eeemtric, it Is not to much because he expresses himself gro- 
t«*qutly and eccentrically: It is primarily because he scruti- 
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iiJzc's lift' witli a meiro ni|ulliiif than that of the illudiul 

nuij«)riiy. IBh levity hun jsnvfil him frtnii martvrthmi; for, 
although it h a vcrj diffit'ult thing to ?i|Hnk diMugnaoihlo truths, 
it iH a ntill more diffieult thing to listi'U \o Urcnll tin* 

treatment the Britinh jniblie gave to C*eorge ,\toon' for his 
advoeacj of realjHm* to Vi*/,etellj' for hi« etjainpiotiing «»f Zola, 
even to Sliaw hiniHelf for hw tlefenee of Ihnen 1 Shaw Iiuh based 
all hin brillianey and Koli<litj, ^Ir. (‘hesterton neutt'ly ohsrrvr.s, 
upon the haekneyed, but jet forgotten, fa«-t Hint truth is 
Htranger than fiction. And Shaw himself has eleverlv put the 
eafie in Inn own paradoxieul wav. ** 'Fhere in an indeseribahle 
not trivialitj mind, but levitv something spritelike 
about the final truth of a matter; ami this e\*|uisite levity 
c!ommimieate« ilmdf to the «tjle of a writer wlu> will fare the 
labour of digging «lown to it. It the half truth wlneli is 
congruouH, heavy, KerioUK, and «ygge»tive of n middle aged or 
elderly philoKopher. The whole truth ii <»ftrn th»* first thing 
IJmt eomeM into the head of a fool or a ehild; and when a wise 
man forcea his way to it through the many strata of his 
Hophisl ieationM, ita wanton, perverse air reaunttres him instead 
of frigid ening him.'* * 

''riuH spritelike «puility, this indeserihtdde levity inherent in 
the final truth <jf a matter, has eommimteated itwlf to SimwX 
Htyle in tin* most intimate way. With the mil unnatural nenull 
that it IK diflieult for the average man to believe that opinitm* 
atlvaneed with Hueh light-hearted levity earry any of the weight 
of final truth. It Ik for this ren«in that all of HhawX attefiipls 
to write genuine autobiography have bmi greeted with the 
most amiable seeptieiMm. Shaw him»ilf is able to speak with 
more confidenee on the folly cif writing srientifie natural hi* 
tory, bt?cau«e he has tried tlie eX|M*riii!enl, within rerlain liiuid 
limitij of being candidly nutobiographieal. 

** I have produced no permanent impression,** he fle- 
cUrci, ** because nobody hmi ever ta lirved me. I oriee told 
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a brilliant London journalist * some facts about my fam¬ 
ily, running to forty-first cousins and to innumerable 
seconds and thirds. Like most large families, it did not 
consist exclusively of teetotallers, nor did all its members 
remain until death up to the very moderate legal standard 
of sanity. One of them discovered an absolutely original 
method of committing suicide. It was simple to the verge 
of triteness, yet no human being had ever thought of it 
before. It was also amusing. But in the act of carrying 
it out, my relative jammed the mechanism of his heart— 
possibly in the paroxysm of laughter which the mere nar¬ 
ration of his suicidal method has never since failed to 
provoke—^and if I may be allowed to state the result in 
my Irish way, he died a second before he succeeded in 
killing himself. The coroner’s jury found that he died 
‘ from natural causes ’; and the secret of the suicide was 
kept not only from the public, but from most of the 
family. 

“ I revealed the secret in private conversation to the 
brilliant journalist aforesaid. He shrieked with laughter 
and printed the whole story in his next causerie. It never 
for a moment occurred to him that it was true. To this 
day he regards me as the most reckless liar in London.” 

Had Shaw ever attempted to write the Rougon-Macquart 
history of his family in twenty volumes, along the candid lines 
of the above narrative, it is not improbable that he would there¬ 
after have been permanently and forcibly deprived of his 
privileges as a lunatic. “ I have not yet ascertained the truth 
about myself,” he wrote some years ago. “ For instance, am I 
mad or sane? I really do not know. Doubtless, I am clever 
in certain directions; my talent has enabled me to cut a figure 
in my profession in London. But a man may, like Don 
Quixote, be clever enough to cut a figure and yet be stark mad. 
A critic recently described me, with deadly acuteness, as hav¬ 
ing ‘ a kindly dislike of my fellow-creatures.’ Perhaps dread 

* Mr. A. B. Walkley, Mr. Shaw lately told me, 
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would Irnvo bfi'n m*ari‘r Hu* mark thnii tlwliki*; for man i« thy 
only auinial of which I am thonmghiy and cravctdj afraid. I 
hava never thought mucli of the courage of a lion tamer. In- 
Mide the cage he i« at leant nafe from other mvn. There in not 
much liarm in a litm. He has mi idealn, no religimu tm polities, 
no chivalry, no gentility; in abort, no reason for deatroying 
anything that he does not waiU to eat. In the late war, the 
Americans burnt the Bpanish fleet, and finally Imtl to <lrng men 
out of hulls that had tan'oine furnaces. 'The effeel of this on 
one of the American coiniuaiulers was to jnnke him assemble 
hli men and tell them that he helievwl in (#od Almighty. No 
lion would have done that. On reading it and cjbaervtng that 
the newspapers, representing norriml public opinion, »ta*med 
to consider it a very mditable, natural and tmpresaively pious 
ineident, I came to the conclusion that I mu*t la* mad. At all 
events, if I am sane, the rest of the world ought not to bi* at 
large. We cannot both sec thingi m they really are.** 

It was at a somewhat later time that the critics cam# to treat 
Shaw as a reckless liar and a privtlegtal luitalic. At this period, 
he imprcHsed tlm self-conscious literary clitiui* a« « witty, but 
frivolous, ignoramus, totally ineom|«'trnt to di«*u»if tin* high 
HubjeclK of which he professed luch ptmetrating inimprehifniion, 
I once had an interesting iliscussion with Mr. Shaw about the 
subject of his llippancy. Do you accept m just tlu? criticism, 
!nadc in some tpiarters,*^ 1 askeil Mr, Slimw, ** tliai yoii and 
Whistler were very much alike m your attitude towardi the 
general public P* 

Not at all, that i« a crude error,” rtplictl Mr. Shaw ear- 
ntstly. ” Whistler came to grief l>ecau«* b« gave liirti»clf up to 
clever sniartnesM, which ii abhorrent to the average Kngiiih- 
man. Am for me, I have never for a moment liiit Might of my 
sirious relation to a »erioua public. You sot?, I hail an advan- 
tage over Whistler in any caic, for at le*«t tbrw limea every 
week I could cMcape from artistic ami literary ituff, and talk 
ieriouily on serlouii subject* to aertmw p«,*i»pli*. For thii rea- 
son—bicauie 1 per»i«lt?d in Sockiwt propagandiiiw--I never 
once lost touch with the real world.” 

Shaw’s crifiqmtSt sadiei, and rtvkwt wtre tbi ©ombmutlott of 
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ft laboritnw critirwiii with n r«'rkli‘H«lv flippnnt inannt'r. Into 
litt'nitun* hi' i’ftrrtt’c} thr uH'thiulh }»• mh»|»tt’{l tin the* plntfornu, 
wht*rt' hi* otr thf uHint «hlig«*nlly nrijuimh utiidiouHly 

pcjuih’rt'tl iiifiifiiuiticjfj with nil tlu* of otuniKcii'nct*, 

M ft rritif, Shaw lm» ovor lnh«niml for tin* nvimiy wti^m of 
the “ intoleffttile ffttiKue of thought.” In eharaeterintie ntjle, 
he lia« gtnu' far ttn tij that good jenirnnliHin k jiiuch 

rarer aiui Jimre i»rt|iortn«t tlnui g«Knl IttiTutiuv; he han no 
lympathy with Ihsrnrli’M virw of n rritie «« nn nutluir who hft« 
failed. ** I kriiW m one who }m» iiriietised ludh eraftH,” wrote 
Shaw in IHDt, ** that aiith«»r»hi|» in ehild’n play eompareel to 
critiriwmi a«<l I have, yon may depeinl npon it, u»y full almre 
of thr profraiiorml instinrt whieh regards the romaneer ft« a 
mere advefitnrrr in literiitnre and the rritie m ii highly Mkilled 
workman. A»k any novrlist «»r dramalwl whether he ran write 
a brttiT novel nr play timn I *, and he will blithely say * Vesd 
Ask him to take my plare «a rritie for one wwki and he will 
bleneh from the te*t, The trtitli is that the rritie stnndln be¬ 
tween popnlar tttttb«r«lnp, ft»r whirh be ii not ailly enough, 
and great ntithorilnp, for wtiirb he i« n*il genin* rnonghd' •* 

While ?^Ir. Hbaw wm kt«irioiialy «triving to impart lightness 
and Imaurkmr^ to hi«! literary «tyle, and ttt aefjtdft* earele«« 
mng^rtthi m « platform «|ie«krr, he was likewise making tht» 
a«|uaint«nee of rrrtain dialinguidnnl men of hi» day. Hi« 
rrlfttuin ami ».Mciri»tifm with Whlliam .\lorriij for example, 
exi»rei»Ml no noteworthy inflitrnrr upon hi« art; hwt It rer- 
tftinly dhl no lew than nwrnimtr rrrtain distirirt trait« of hia 
chararter. Ifnmialakatdy, in lhi» way, dm*s ihb a«firiatioii 
•erve to giw ii« a rlearrr insight into thr mtkfmtU of Hhaw’s 
popukrly-callrd—'id}«»ynrr»«ieii. tin the other hand, it fur- 

niihti Hi a nrw aaprrt of Jtdorrii from the Shavian point of 
fitw. 

E#«kri of the ttiithofimi whtion of €*#iiArl itjf/ron’* Proff^ 
tfflu. will rw*all that Willinm Morris, who, like Hh«w, hmi thrsmti 
hiitwelf initi lt»«? St»et»l»t revival of ll«* early rightiei, llrstt 

* Tk* dutkar to th* Anfsefttlf* I U» Ur ftrat e»llU«w t»Sf 

llwsry «swi |i«iiwrie Siwt, iWS. 
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luH’fiim' curiouH nlniut Slinw thruu|^h thr in- 

.slnhiu’nlK ()f An Vmot'ial SoriulMt ns tiu'V npiurnri'd in thi' 
Socinlifit Jiuij^a'/.ine To Dnif, Sh«w hiul hriinl uf M»rri?», to 
1 h‘ Mure; ancJ luttl tH'fur«\ tnun* wru him of nil 

plnei'M in Ur* world! in tlu* Don- (tulhry. ^'rt hin notioiiH 
about MorrU wens in rfalitj, of tho %'ngtit*‘*t. Ho kiu'vv nolli^ 
mg brjond the inragn* fartii Unit hr wnn n |int t, thni hr la- 
longed to the lloawtti eirrie, anil that hr was with 

lJurne-Jone» and with wlint wan then ralUd ,K*»thetiei%m. Ih* 
had never road a line of .Morrin’s^ and, in fart, had taken no 
definite meanure of Iuh; enhlire. Hii» wa» the litualion when 
Shaw found hiiiwelf one evening in (tiiUi’s hig restaurnid ii 
the Strand at the tiibk* witli Morrk and IL Hjndmaii 
Morrin belonged to Mr. Hyndmati*« ««eirty, the Deintjemtit 


prepared to do whntevt?r he wm told and go wherever tie was 
led: that wa« all he could say. In a Jelter to nie dewriliing 
tin* interview, written many year* afterwarils, .Mr. Hliaw mid 
that, while it was only snap-judgment a personal imprenHioji 
aeroHS the table he eould not help being privately Itekled 
by tluH aimoimeemenl from an obviously ungovernabie mmn who 
was too big to he led by any of u».** 

In ignornnee eoneerning Morris, Shaw was not alone: the 
other Soeialisls were in precisely the same prrdieiinirnt. M«r» 
ris himself said afterwards that it was ttuioiitf lii» Soeiiitwl 


old llossettittn ft«»oeinle« uml to rail him "ropgy; hut, a« 
readers of Lady Burne-Jones** J/cmorinl# will rerall, Hurne- 
JoncB used to be angry when »he applied this rmbarra»»iiig 
nickname to ^lorrk Iwfon* stranger*. If Jilorri* wiw affec¬ 
tionately regarded a« a young man by iiia n»-mwmh'» of the 
“ P. R. B.,** to h i* Sormlist allie* he looked idcler thiin Im* aw— 
sixty at fifty, though a nmgniflwit sixty--”* »<irt «f ” sixty* 
years-young’* patrinrelu Morris and Hlitiw, after they set» 
tied down to the routine of Hocialtst agitiition, were at the 
opposite polei of tin? mcivement. Bhaw licfidwl the Fabian 
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Socit‘l>% whilf Mfirri*., nftcr hj« from thr 8. I). F., 

orgrttjiml the SiH'iidiHt whirli nUm’llv went to pieces— 

beeiiows os Show soys, tlu-rc whh tniiy oiu' VVilHaiu Morris; he 
WRH afierwurds tlu> leading spirit in the llammerKmith Ho- 
c’ittlisl So«*i«dy. Ih-Hpite tlu« funthunndnl dillVrence in view¬ 
point- -for Morris’s fiunlninentnl eeincfptiotw were “ Eqimlitj, 
C!animnni»*ni» and the rediseovery under (‘tnumuniHin of Art m 
‘ work'ldeiwure,* ” w!ieren»t Hhnw, iih a Fahinn, aimed Mimply 
at the reduction of Hocirdlsm t(» h tanistitutiomd polilieui pol¬ 
icy -there was never nny pet's(»nal frietion hetwi-en the two. 
Jndeeih they ilid a great tieid {»f speaking together in Use early 
days, iiHwt of it at tlse street ctirner, and often thought tliein- 
selves lucky if they had an «ud»enee of twenty. In after yearn* 
we find Morris with the hrondest j»f viewa entieavouring to aet- 
lie the differrnre« which arose he!ween the various Soeialint 
m't«. By IHIJd, when he gave hi« well-known address entitled 
Communkm t»d«»rr the UainmerHuiith Hoeialist Society* MorriM 
had arcpiired an iiitimatr knowledge of the attempt to cirganke 
Socialiwn in Kfigland winch hrgan in the early eighties. ** He 
had himself iindertakm and conducted,** writes Hhaw, *' that 
part of the rtimrimeid whirls indiody rise would face; namelvi 
the di*ruvery and custdiinnlhm, witlnnit disfisiethm of claw, of 
ill thf»e who Were eapahle of understanding hajuality and (‘om" 
nmniMiti sm l«* underslo««l it, ami flieir Jirgani/ation a* an ef¬ 
fective force fur the overti«row of the evicting order of prop¬ 
erty and privilrgr. In doing *»u he hmi hern fironght into 
rotttael, and tiflen into conflirt, with every other seetion of tin* 
movittnrnl. lie knew- all Im men and knew idl their methods. 
He knew that the agitation w«« evliausled, and that the time 
httd «mir to deal with the m-w policy whirls the agitation hati 
ihiken into rvs»tr«cr, Arrofilingly, we ffm! him in this (Ihe 
ahovr-nirntsonetlJ puprr, thong wlmt tie could to economi/e the 
»tw.mgth of the intn-rsiirnt hy nmkiiig peare hetwern its jarring 
and rsH-alling them from tlirir di»pule» over tncties imtl 
programs to the r«*rntial* of their cause,*** 

* Hate of Itw tl. 11 Hh#«, *»f Tr«*t Ko. ttHi 

—-a l»y Wtlttem UtlMrri*, l>ul*U»l»f4 hy ite F«l4«a .H«H-Srty, 



myiOM, Bwhiljuriifs, and »q on; Init Itirir «|iinicin* «boy| tliini 
did not inakf {liffi*rrncif» Morris** did.** * 

Morrii grratly a nowtier of wiaji. for tl: 

prirao rtaion tlmt in tliiwr tfiiaj* Hliaw »aiti rrrtain thift| 
which Morrii wantial to have »aid. Aflrr rrltbraii 

reply to M&i Nonlau, Morris »udklc«ly licgaii to talk to Him 

*Oljltu«iy Msayt Mi^rrk m 4«H*r md iJmmuikf, la lbt« itaimrdi 
M0p{mi, Octoiw lOUi, mu. Itt wi f 

$aya, VdL 11, 
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ftbtnil: niitl !ln* In a waj wlnVIi Khowrd 

that lu' kiu’w all alum I thnu and wliat tiicy wm- driving- at, 
though brfort’ that Shaw iiad givan Murrin np aH—on that Mitb- 
jtH’t an jidoh*raijt anti ignorard vi-t«‘raii of tlu* pra-Haphaelitt' 
movfnu-nt. 'That thi« was highly oluinu-toriKtit'of Morris from 
BhawV standpoint is rvidt-mn-d by sonif parngrapha in Shaw’s 
obituary riotirr of .Mtjrris in thr Saturdiii/ Hexntic. “‘When an 
pnthu«ia«t for ««nu* fashionahlt* nuivimu-nt or reaction in art 
wouh! force it into the etjnversathm, be (Morris) would often 
behave so m to ronvey an impression of invincible prejudice 
and intolerant ignoranee, and ho get rid <»f it. But later on, 
be would let »lip stnuetbing that showish in a Hash, that be had 
taken in the whole nunement at its very first denuniKtration, 
and had neither prejndiee» nor illuaitms about it. When you 
knew the aubjert yourmelf, and eonhl »ee beyond it and around 
it, putting it in its pro|«T place and nreepting its limits, he 
eouiil talk fast rnongh abtmt it; hut it dhl not amuae him to 
allow nejvicM to break » lanee with him, hecatise he had no 
i.prcial facility for brilliant critical flejnnrtKtration, and re» 
c|uirrtl too much patience f«»r bis work to wash* any of it on 
idle itiscu»*tun*. (‘on^rtptently there was n certain ijilellectiml 
roguery about him of which his iriliiimte friends were very well 
aware; «» that if » «ubjrel were thrust on him, the aggressor 
was aiire to l«* ridiculously taken in if he ditl not caleulate 
on Miirri*** knciwing murb mitre about it than he pretended.” 
He thiw often p*t‘sentri| himself m imprriinw anti prejurliced, 
becauae up tii a certain point he w^mild nrillier agree nor di»ciw», 
•Imply giving you up m walking in tlarkrtra*. But the moment, 
you liafl worked your way through I hr stihjert and come out tm 
the other side, a* Shaw riprenard it, Miirrw wmiW iuddenly be¬ 
gin to talk like an expi-rt and »liow all iort« of knowledge 
nckntific, poliliral, roimiirrei«l, intrlleetuabaa-oppoHed tji 
artlitir, and »o nn—-that you never suijwted him «»f. “ He 

wai fond of ffyuting Kiil»rrt Hweids rule: *1)00*1 argue: re- 
piftt your iwsertion,* ** Mr, Slm« m-vntly told me; “ and mere 
ddhftting, whirh he knew to tie nn intrllrrtuil game mid not 
an tiwntial part of ttw WilMo-Boeislism (mi to »»pN!-ak), did 
not iolffiit him tnough to wiike him gowi at it. Bui be 
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of beiiutj imrc*«limi tipoii tlir iiuMlrm in « finnsfigi 

in a k'tter to ini% Mr. HImw Im* trr^rlv rlrl«-*i I hr firjn 
of tlio artist and tin* man, who r«nild iii»l lir nnlnrrd " t»» nrrrp 
ugllnesH as art, no mattor how hrilliurd, hnw fa»J»*»n»hlr, tiov 
Kentinumtal, or tntfllrrtuall^V iniorrtlsng ytm makr it,” 

“ .MornVs artiBtir intt-grify httmutily *.|»raking 

porfort. Von rotdd md torn him a.^idr from thr i|urslit!i 
of tilt* ht’MUfy and thr d<Trm*y of « thing hy bringing ij| 
its intiTfMt, arimtihi*, riiRuitdir, novrl, rnrtoti*!, hi;»l»trirai 
or wliat nut. That wam m«»t r%lrrti>riiiii»ry in •« rh*v«*j 
a man; for he was ra|mtiir of fill thr iriirrwts, C'oin 
pared to him Knskin wm tm* an «rti»l at all,* hr wiw onlj 
a man wliohe interf»i in Kiitnre Ird liim l*» altnly Tnrner 
and whose* insight into rrliifimi gavr liini « rliir t«* Ihr afi 
of the really feligi«ii» painter#. He wiinlil not ^ivr twer 
penee for a rarity c»r a nirio»ify or a rr-lir; l$nl wlani hi 
saw a sanely la-autifnl tiling, and it wa» for »«!«% hr wenl 
into the shop; wnserd it, it light tinder his arm (ii 
WM generally a metlirviil Iwok); ami, after Ihr freblwl 
and most transparent »h«w «f ha rg* in if in', Iwntglit it foi 
whatever was askeik Onre, when hr »«% rrhiiknl for pay' 
jjgg eight hundrt*d pound* f«r roinrthiiig llwt « deabi 
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woul<l hnv«‘ got for four Iiuti<lrt'd Hint Hfly pountlN, I Knul, 

* If you n thing, you alvvayn got the worst of thr 

bargain.' Mtirris wa.n <li*lightt'tl with my wtHtlom, and 
proludvly .**{u ut matiy umtroohHary pounds on Hk* strrngtli 
of ttiat jjot»r 

“'rhin nrlintir iiitogrity of his was wliat made him un- 
intflligitdr to Ihr t'idtistinr ptihlir. When Ihr Anit'ri(’an.s 
Mvt to work to imitnto tiU printitJg, tlu-y showi-tl that, tlioy 
rrgai'th'tl him an a fusluonaljly fjuainl and hadinh porsfin; 
and tin* HoyrruJt Sht>p anti all tlu* ri*st of tlu> ridturv- 
rm‘iiJ»«ity ftliops id' tin* Statrs pourtut foi'tli uliominnlion.s 
wdiicdt missrd r^my om* tif tiis li's»ons ami exaggcrntod 
ovt-ry onr of tho prartiia-s h«* trird to rurr printrrs of. 
Ill tin* saim* way hi^ honsrs at Ilainnu'rHmith and Krhn- 
srott w«Tr, though jptih* lanurly* iw hriiutiful in thrir clo- 
iimstir way a?* St. Sophia’* in Stamhoid; tnit othrr jM*ople’« 

* l^liirria htmars * always wont wrong, rvrn wlum he started 
them rigid.** 

One tiny Mr. Shaw and I were disrufising Morris and the 
infliuenre lie exerted Upon Shaw-. *' What .Mtifris tatlgld ims” 
ponfe?i»rd Mr, Shaw, *' wa% in the main trehiiienl printing, for 
example.®' And I soon rame to rmh/r that his most eharae 
teristir trait w'ns integrity in the nrtintie sense. By watehing 
Morri*, I firwl Irarnetf that Huskin wasn’t strmig ns a eritie tjf 
workfi of art. Ifi a »en»e, Htiskin wn^ a naturah^l heeause lie 
imder»ttu»d *riiriirr. AtuI the key to his e«nttprehen»ton t»f the 
pre-Iiaphaehlr« wit* hi* rrligniiis »en*e. Ami yet hr eonid not 
fliieover so glaring an error n* liertiftrdirm tmini’s employment 
of the Slime mmirl for the Virgin nnd the Itlogdalm. 'The 
trtmhie with liu«hin was Hint he invarinhly fell into egregious 
WuwIerM when he dididl have Id* religion* rlue.** 

** I learned a great ileal from Biforri*,** he ndiled, “ b*' 
rawie Morrt* and I worked logether in Sortalrum amh n* 
a eritie, I w»« intrnsriy iiilerr»tril in Ihr pre liiiphaehte 
movrinriit.** 


* In ttiis rwowrliMit, rr»fM|»«fr TA» A nf 

fituik liy tWrn«nl la dw Jatnsary, 





bean fair to hfr; mtA Yatw, rt’fogmiiiiig this, iltti what I mikdi, 
which WRi, to hand th«? witok ckpartirirnt «vrr l« Colin, 


Tht period of Hhitwk aetivitiei m an art rritir i» ttitmombli 
kw for the quality «nd value of lik rritirkro Ilian fur thi 
revikticm of the oHnentiwl rnoritl iniegrity of tht* man »ti often 
denounced m the crnnky immoritli*t of our lime, Thw, 
ai we shall sec» mpjM*ar« miwt rkarly in hi* rclatlofii with W. 
B, Henley, tlie itory of which, I litlitvi?, hmn never btta loW 






uniply justifies his state 


ho able fdjttir whu k lojtU to his profeKsion and to hia stafF; 
.ml that wilhoul sueh au ftlllor even modi-ralfly honest criti- 
jam m 'I'tike, for fxauipU>, \hv eiiKe of Shtiw and 

t London Shaw wroU* abinit pic‘turt*» for Uu' beat part 

>f a season iiidil a naive proposal waa tmole to him timt he 
howld oblige errirdn aiiist-friends of the edltorium hj favour¬ 
able notieew, and was iwsnretl that he might oblige any friends 
}( his own in the wtme way. ** 'rids prujnssal was made in per- 
eel gcmtl faith awl in all iunoernee,” Shaw eantliclly avers, 
* it never having oerurred to tlume reainjiwible that art eritl- 


inwrieere puff^i and in another rmt\ beeatise my aenw’ of 
style rcvtdted agaitwl thr itilrr|niklion in wy arlielet of sen¬ 
tence* written by other* to rsfirr»« high opinitwi of artitts, 
unknown to fame awl to mr.” I1d» »r»eond r«ignation foL 
kweti the ttpiiearanre tif an i^raflemy notire, written by Shaw 
in the rapacity of art rrilir tn ttimtiirr London ptt|»r. This 
article on an Academy exhlhitton appeartnl paddwl out to an 
csctrAnrtltnary Irngih hy ifitrrfwktiotw praliing works which 
Shaw had never N«, M,T44 i* « iwcrt head of *Mr«. 


—* by that talrntwl yiiwng Mi« and so on. It 

ii iwfllcMi to Bthl that Sliaw rr«t|[ii«} In a highly explosive 
nionnef* And «i Slww ¥aiii*h«l from tlt» picttirr galleries. Jii« 
coronient on IIh? rimdiirt. of the of thesi* paper* 

explain! hii own atlitnile* testifying tmnrhwtvriy to the rigour 
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Wfi'i' no n)«n‘ guilty of rorruptiun,” Mr. Shiiw i*xpn*»isr{i I 
raw to UH*, “ than n uittii with no notion nf pr{>|irrty ran 
guilty of thrft; nm! to this day thry prohnhly not t 



«J. F. Kimdiimn, thr imiwirnl rrltirt was n (‘iiahrl tlyroihtr, at 
Uitnl to writr Shaw Irttrrs rontaining orrasttirtn} rrfrn-nrrs ‘ 
Henlry, who also acliiiiml dmhfi Hffrtm's Prtiff -nkm. Brtwri 
Eurjeinittn, who had known llrnlry unil ipnirrrllrtl with him* at 


Among thr various lltrrary and artiatir Ihilritinw wtiow* rhar 
pionship litmiry niiatook for rritifism, wiw Miir.iirl, Jtdr. Him 
tliu« rKplainrd the «ilimti«n to me; 

“ Ah I also knew MostarFu value, Hridry iiitluml iwr to wri 
artirk'H on rmiiir for hi» paper, the AVoft filMrfirr, tifti*rwiir< 

the NaMoml ()hsert*er; and I did write »omr.-md isiorr thi 

half a dtsssen—'perhaps not ao many. Hmlry wasi an imptr^ili 
rditrjr. tie had no idea of rritirium r^rrpl tt> glorify the nm 
tern he liked, ami pursue their rivals with tjuixotir jraloimy. 1 
api)reriate Mozart without reviling Wagiirr was to tlmley 
blank iiytistire to Afosmrt. How, hr knew I w»» whnt hr rath 
n VVagnerite, ami that I thought hi* to Wagiii 

mm;t jtu» «tupid, ignorant and rontfiion. '‘riirrrforr In* amus* 
himirlf hy interpolating alnw* of Wiignrr into my arlirlra ov( 
my signattire. Naturally he hwt his rontriliiitor; and it wi 
highly rhararterislir of him that ht* did not iindrr»t»ttd wh 
he could not get any more artirfw. from inr. At tlir »asf}r tin 
hi made the Nutmmd fihffrt*rr mi organ, liolittriilly »i«l m 
daily, of the coninionest *cirt of phitorratir ami wciiild-lw ari^ 
tocratic Toryiiin, and clamouml in the uiiual forrihle-feeh 
way for the atrong hand to * put down’ tiir wide 

then—in the dghtiri—was thri‘atening initirrrctktn. For th 
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about hanging myself and my friends who were trying to get 
something done for the condition of the people; but what moved 
me to utter scorn was the association of the high republican 
atmosphere of Byron, Shelley and Keats, and the gallantry 
of Dumas pere —another idol of ours—with the most dastardly 
class selfishness and political vulgarity. When Henley at last 
pressed me very hard for another article, I wrote him in a per¬ 
fectly friendly but frankly contemptuous strain, chaffing him 
rather fiercely as the master of his fate, the captain of his soul, 
with his head bloody but unbowed, and his hat always off 
to the police and the upper classes.” Shaw always believed 
that, even then, Henley was simply puzzled, and thought Shaw 
was only making a senseless literary display of smartness at 
his expense. 

Clearly Shaw was revolted by the atrocious vulgarity of Hen¬ 
ley’s politics as contrasted with the pretentiousness of his lit¬ 
erary attitude. The defence of Henley after his-death, to the 
effect that he knew nothing of politics, and that he placed him¬ 
self as to the politics of the paper in the hands of his friend 
Charles Whibley, disarmed Shaw, as I have good reason to 
know. For Shaw liked Whibley well enough, regarding him 
as a clever fellow in literary matters, but quite impossible polit¬ 
ically. Opinions similar to those quoted below may be found 
in the only criticism Shaw ever wrote of Henley—-a review of 
his poems in the old Pall Mall Gazette under Mr.' Stead’s edi¬ 
torship. The following quotation from a hitherto unpublished 
letter to me vividly clarifies the whole matter by defining the 
grounds of Shaw’s criticism of Henley: 

“ Henley interested me as being what I call an Eliza¬ 
bethan, by which I mean a man with an extraordinary and 
imposing power of saying things, and with nothing what¬ 
ever to say. The real disappointment about his much dis¬ 
cussed article on Stevenson was not that he said spiteful 
things about his former friend, but that he said nothing 
at all about him that would not have been true of any man 
in all the millions then alive. The world very foolishly 
reproached him because he did not tell the usual epitaph 
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monger’s Hok about ' Franklin. u\y loyal frirntl.* Bui Ibe 
real tragedy abinit the lnn*iiie»n that a man who had 
known Btevenatm mtiurmtely. ami whtj wa* rither a penes 
tmting critic or nothing, had nothing In-tter worth saying 
about him than that he was orriodoiwliy stingy ahmit 
money and that when he pasml « looking glass he lookcfl 
at it. Which Htevensord* parlour maid could have told an 
well an Henley if »he had hern silly rinnigh to ^lipprwr that 
the average man i» a generous tailor in a iiu-lodrama, and 
totally incurious and iinroniciotw «» In his perstmnl ap¬ 
pearance, But it was always* thus with Henley. He 
could appreciate litrriilure and enjoy criticism. He could 
describe anything that mm forced tm hi* tilwrrvation and 
experience, from a tom-cat, in an area to » htwpital tjfwra- 
tion. (Jive him the thing to l» cipnmard, and hr could 
find its exprcision wonderfully cither in prtmt* or verst*. 
But beyond that he could not goj llm Ihingi he said-—or 
the things he wrote (I know nothing of hi» ronvmatian) ■— 
are always ctmvcntianaliltes, all Ihr worse l»cause they 
are selected from the- worst, part of thr great stork of 
conventionalities-"-the ctinvenlirmal unroiivrntitinftli^nw, 
He could discover and encourage talent, and was tlnw half 
a good editor, but Iw could not krrp friends with it; and 
so his papers finally fell through.’* 

Am in the case of hw obituary notirri of Bir Augtiilui Harris 
and Bir Henry Irving, Bliaw was arru»rti of nothing »horl of 
brutality in his attitude towar*!* Ilriilry, lltr C’aalicl Byronite 
who had wishet.! to see Bhaw*» novel dr«ti»tti«h In the first 
place, Henley admired Bliaw, am! it »w»iirfi tmgrmrmm for 
Shaw to repay him by a dental of the sort tif talent he deiired 
to excel in. And in thr weronil plarr. it leemrti Ici Shaw’s 
detractors that it wm« doubly uiigi-neroiis of a limit iiiund in 
wind and limb to rlinpantge a man who ww |tliy»ipttlly a wreck, 
fighting bravely again*! Infirmity and paifi, I was not »«r* 
prised to find, on Inipdring of Mr. BIww hk »*! feliiigi md 
attitude in the mallrr, that hr rrgaftW Iwlti rraww if 
absurd, sentimental and |.»iujntlrm». 


TIIK AHT ('RITK? 


Peopit’ have a Htnntg fi't-liag,” Mr. Shaw explained, ** tluit 
if a man hiw IohI Ium luvirin^ or hravflj in a noble caiwe 
the world w thereby bouiu! in drerney It) aMHume for ever after 
that he had the eye of an ea#cle and the ear of a hare.” He 
eontinued, impressively; “I htive never belittled a inififortune 
in that way. lamg a|^o, when a blind ptud died, and certain 
maudlin speechcH of bin were repeated in print uh expresaiona 
of the pathuM of bi» darkened exislenee. I .nald, also in print, 
that he always »ahl these things when he was drunk, and that 
the fact that he was bliml may have nthled to the pity of them, 
hut did not give them any sort of validity, 

** In the aame way when, in the Kurtjpean revolutionary 
movement, men came with horrible experienees of prison and 
Biberian wanderings on them, luul women wht)»e huMhands liad 
bet*n ImngtHl or eommitteti suicide, I have always had to utund 
out agaiiwt the notion that they were the better instead of the 



diimhle |Mn»plr instead of reinforcing them. People who kam 
in suffering what they trarh in »«ng usually give very dan- 
gtiroun lewori«5 and I athnire Henley for having no doctrine of 
that sort, Ilwtdr*, I have always abhorred the petty tliiloyal- 
titi which men call apariiig «m* another’s feelirigu, 

** To make an end of the matter,** Mr. Hhaw conchuietl, 
** Henley, though a barren rritic iinii jioet, had enough tahuit 
and character to rinmiittfid plenty of conslderatitm. A man 
cannot be everything. I am m fond of music an Hcidey w’n» 
of liter at uiY,** he ndtleti, hi* grry-bliie eyen twinkling hrigbtly 5 
** but I am the wo»i of |il«yer», ami have a very pio^r voire,” 

mi 
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'ri»‘ tipinitin lluil Shaw's art during thin is h'SH iriti 

cMting’ Ihnn Iuh hfi* tltn’s not iH‘iM‘?i».arily invtdvt' niij ri’fliH’li 
upon the value of hia eKperienet* hh an nri eritir in glvin^q^ i 
reel ion Hn»l lendeney tct the stihMnjunit tjf his devt'lti 

merit. Indeetl Shaw has been innttilj itifltii-nml hy w«»rkM of t 
m bin artiheial culture: he Ijah nlwnvs hi-iui inorr eonsficnu 
HUKcepliblc to music anti painting than to hti-rature. It i» 
idle assertiori—one that Hlmw is fomi of rrprating that M 
i 5 iirt and Michael Angelo count for n gr«'nt deal in the inaki 
of his mind. And, liowever paradoxical it may stnmd, t 
English dramatists after Shakespeare are practically ncgligtl 
tts concerning their Intluenee in the slevrlijptmid of his petndi 
and highly Hpeeiali7.ed dranmfic genius. Itis ehme and famili 
daily intercaurse with the imwic iimsters of the paati his instil 
recognition of WagnerX overwliehtiing grr{ilrir»s«; hi* rapturt; 
delight in that king of music-driunfitists, Mi«art; tdfi dog^ 
attomptsi alone and unaitled^ to master the difficulties of pmj 
forte playing, which eventuated in hi» laamming » rmgtml 
sympathetic accompanist—all early itinrkwl him ai a luitui 
and undlsc'ouragedly persistent lover of music. Ifis individii 
Hludies of Italinn art, in its history and its expression, wli 
he was still in hi.s teens, hi» fruapient visit?* to the Diihlin <ir 
lery, the many hours passed in London at the priceless picti, 
galleries in ^Trafalgar Sipwre ami Hampton t'lnirt, testify w; 
etjunl forec to his sporitanetnis prwK*rupnth>ti with the Ik’« 1 ti 
has been thuugid and done in the world of art, It wtn 
carry one loo far afiekl to pursue the im|Utry m to what 
Alienee Miehael Angelo might pnssihly have exerted upon I 
dramas of Bernard Shaw, Bui tlnre can !«• Htlle doubt tl 
what Hlmw found to wonder «t and glorify in .^liehitel Ang 
was his passion for anatomy, his tlrvolion to the atmliimi 

rfiftliMtle. iifitl !i!m niditiiitt.d fiiris* urstniei.fI 


“ profound and patient interrogation of reality.** Hhfiw, I 
cloio, searching student of life, foitnil niitcild ifi»|iirtttit>n in I 
discovery of the genuinely naturi*li.#tic spirit in which Mich 
Angelo worked! Wor<l« Iw once u#«i iii ?%pi»ttking to me of i 
influence of Miehael Angelo upon hw »rl are very dkiinitmtl 
“ I never ihall forget climbing mi l•«ortt«ly»ly Wght ricki 





ramework, tn rsiinpnuv nith Anniulc Kmiu'f,’'* 1 h» mnarktnl, in 
rdcr to ft r lusjk »it tin- Drtphlr Sibyl, Wc were ckwe 
ncjugli t» tnufli it with nitr Imiuts; «ntl 1 wa« aurpriseti to 
iacovef thftt* of h*'*in^» it ijiuiu’tl iinproHHivont'Si on 

taw virw. 'rhf «-t fnn* iniult n tmucndtjua iniprea- 

lon upon uu', For tho tiitif, I fully n-Hliml that IMichaol 
ingrlo wiiK a icmit nrlist, ami a groat inim as woll —btciuwe 
Is fVtry aiibjort i» a prr^*on of griiins. IF- ncvi-r hud n eom- 
lanplftt’o stihjort. Him tniidrl« itn* fs.trmjrtlinnry people, 
^hty ftk Sufirrinm and Sttprrwtnurn. 

“ Miehael Aiigrio, yott «•«%** jsr rontimn-d» “ taught me thia— 
Iway* t{i put |H*o|»lr of gfiiiiw into my w«rk». I am ulwayi 
etting a grniiw over « roinintmjditrr penmn.’’^ 

In thr iwiiii** spirit, Shaw praisrd 51 r«Iok Ilrown m a realist, 

• beeau«r hr had vitality rin*«||!i to find inlrnsr enjoyment in 
he world its it rmlly i«, unhraiilitird, iinislmlii'.eti, untitivatec! 
n any wny for nrt'mt'w ron«nm|»tion.‘* The mwuouii day» 
Irtanii of Itiwwtii, thr griiflrmanly dnuiuhlutimnship of Leigh- 
oUi the wlitilr nmmnttr trmd «»f F.ngli*!i art, with it» tlelimey 
if sentiment, iti iifiiuti. fanrynig, it* rralily'diirking pliihwo» 
jhj, found Stww nililly, rriirlly romlrmnatory, ” Take the 
mutig lad'y piiiiilrii liy Ingrr* «» * I, a Htnirn*,* for rsample. 
Iinagin*? having to nwkr r«»nvrT«ali«»n f«ir her for a couple of 
WUrs,” This gitr» thr tnur of lii« rritiri.»f«. His thT|a»st team 
ariiu*rti liy tl»l f«»riii »»f »rt whirh m4n up ** decorative 
nowil runtriisitug foaratr ami r«pturmi» vice with 

Hied and languuroii* virlur, making * I^svr * face tnilh wayi 
li the uitivrr»«l «*iftrnrr «iid rriirriorr.” Thr artist who iought 
,0 iFipict life with |*rrfrrt ifitrgrtly in tirriwfiing*t |ihra.»i% '** to 
iftlnt man niftii* wlwtrtrr thr ** tlwr who wnight to 

ixpre** till* vrmrity mid rr«l»ly «»f hfr rather limn it» imaginrd 
Jtauty »nd pmdry, fwiiiul iti Hl«tw »« iinlir®itatiiig rlmiupiou. 
rhti p»»iiiiri for Iinsi|piili«r<l rrahly was tlie otitroinr of long 
mil clelilMfrilr »ttidy of «rt nuirmiiiig earh of whirh 

lhl.w dclil^mlely ftirml iuut^lf tn form «o intrlligmt and 
fonwiou* i»liin«lr, Ilip ^olid rrwidmiin id hia 

illid», rt*ru«i a rtirl of " I mnrmlwr 

iMt when I wa# an arl crilie/* wrolp Stmw in IHII7, ** wwl 
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when Aladux liA’cnva’K work wuh aniy kut>wn to iiu* Iiy n few 
drawiagH, tri'ating Mr. /-’rHltTirk Shi«<ldH to u rriticul domon- 
stration of Madox Brown’w drififiriH’is"^, poijjfing «)ut in onv of 
the drawings the lack of ‘beauty ’ in Hojur pair t>f ellunvH tlmt 
had more of the wa»h“tub than of * The 'htiilet of ’ about 

them. Mr. Bluelda contrivial witluniit any Ina ach of goiul inau" 
ners to make it quite clear to me that he* eou'^idered Matlox 
Brown a great painter and me a ftjol. I reHp<Ttfd lusth cou» 
victioni at the time; and ntm* I xhare tJu’in. ()jdy> I plead in 
extenuation of my folly tlmt I had become ho aceuMtometl to 
take it for granted that what every Knglis!} painter waM tlriv" 
ina* at wag the sexual beautiftcation and mural idealization of 


life into Hometlim 
first occur to me that a painter could tlraw n plain wtniian for 
any other reason 
Shaw stood fo 
torial, Active am 
of the sheer fac 
romantic sublinm 
as he lauded IbsetH and for the same reiuiun'. they both took 
for their themes “not ymitlp lieauty* morality^ gentility and 
prosperity as conceived by .Mr, Hmith of Ilrixton and Bays” 
water, hut real life taken a« it is, with no more r*‘g«.rtl for poor 
Smitli’s dreams and hypocrisies than the weather ha^ ft>r his 
shiny silk hat when he forgidu his umhrellii.** ft u no matter 
for surprise tlmt the unsliirking stud»‘nt of Moriohigical condi- 
tiona should have chosen to write Wkhm’^n* //oiiari and 4 /r#, 


not tlonc MO, Anti yet the catiicdinty of his tastr in art en¬ 
abled him to realize, nut simply tme tisprti. of t*higli»h art, but 
the real English art-culture tif to-day, ^fo Hbaw, irulml, the 
significance of the modern movement, in EngliintI bad it* germ 
in the growing sense of the naive dignity and rliitrtii ** of 
thirteenth-century work, in a passloimte aff'rction for tlir ex- 
quiiite beautv of flfteenth-ceriturv art. “ The whole rhetoriml 
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school in liti'nttiirf, from ShiikcHjn'arc to Byron,” he 

once wroto, appram lt» u« in oiir pivhrnt mood only another 
aide of Hie terrihio f/fprim/ohu/r* fnnn Miclinel Angelo to 
(’anovft and 'rhf>rwnld‘««n, nil of whosi' works woidd not now 
tempt UH to part with a hingle hy Donatello, or even 

ft pretty foniutling bnljy by Dsdla Hoblna.” He maintained 
that Wiilinm .Morris made biiUHelf the grenleHl livijig master 
of the English langnage, Imlb in pro-e and verse, by picking 
Up the trinlitiuii «sf the literary art where Chaucer left it; that 
Bumc done** made himself the greatest niuong English deco¬ 
rative painter* by pieking up the tratliti«)n of hb art where 
Lippi left if, and ntterly ignoring their Haphaeln, (’orreggioM 
and ituff”; and that .Mnrri» and Burne dones, close friends 
mad co-operntors in nmny a masterpiece, fonn the highest aris- 
tocraey of Kngli»b art of onr day.* 

The only controversial epir^tion that came up during ShAW*ii 
period a« an art critic wa» rained by the ImpreMioni«t«; and 
hii ri’putfttiwi, with the «rlccl few, fur eon«i»tency is sustained 
by the course hr ii{|ople»l. Hr rreognijeed Impreasionism as a 
new birth of energy in art, a movement in painting which was 
wholly heriefieial iimt pr«grr»siv-r, and in no *en«* innane and 
decadent. t)c»pite the fart that the movement, like all new 
movementa in art, ttccomptinied by itmny atwunliliei—ex¬ 
hibition of countless daubs, the practice of optical diitortion, 
the sulwlitntion of ** ranviisr* which lookwl like enlargementa 
of tihsrurr pii«t«grtt|ih» for the familittr portraita of ma«ter« 
of the ImuntI* in rhrrrfttily tiitniistakalde pink coats, mounted 
OR bright chrstiiut ht»rftr» ** HImw %up|Htrt«! it vigorously Ih>- 
cause, ” bring the oufroiw* of brightmetl attention and quick¬ 
ened con^iiniwicsi «n the part of it* tlisciple», it was evidently 
de»ttn«l to improve pirltirr* greatly by »Mb«tituling a iwtund, 
ohatrvttiit, real •tylr for « ronvrfilioiiaL laken’-for-granted, 
ideal onr.” It is nrr«ilra» to say that did not fall into 

Ihi* Fhllwtinr trap and ftdk ** grrrnrry yiillery ” no»srn'»e about 
Bume-Jofiw and the pre-liaphiirldr srlirmt; hi# admiration wa» 
chwktd hy llw rriliral fr»rrv«ti«ni. He applauded 


Cf, in tt» imH, tw&. 



James Maris as a great painter i ami he ulmnj tip fur Van Ifhde, 
not only in defenei* of hw pirturen of C1iri»t ^urrotuuied by 
people in tall hats am! froek roats, but nko in favour of his 
excellent painting of light in a f!ry\ rri»p» diffuM-c! way then 
quite unfashionable. But Ins most nigiinl art rritirism of the 
last decade, beyonti question, has had l« dt» with pln»t«grap!iy. 
In 1001, he announml that ** the roriqui-st by pliobigntpliy of 
the whole field of monoehromatir represent at ivr art may be 
regarded ns conijdeted tjy the work of thi!i year.** His p«wi- 
tion is based on the rlictuiii that ** in photography, the draw¬ 
ing countH f«»r nothing, the thought and judgment rmmt for 
everything; whereas in the etching aiul itaiibing proeesses 
wdiere great manual skill is nwded to produce anylbliig that 
the eye can endure, the execution rounb for more than the 
thought.** This is im new or iiichlrn notion, dr rivet! from the 
atudy of some photographic exhibition, but the mature atate- 
ment of a Judgment arrived at over a fpiarter of n rmlury ago. 
In An (fmocml Sematfsit Trefiwi* a^tounflfi Kr^htne and Sir 
Charles Brandon with those mnw renmrkiddr views tm pliotog- 
raphy which to»rlay, In the mouth of Brmriftrd Hliaw, »o tldight 
the patrons of the Photographic Siilon,* 




THK ART (’lUTU! 

which) of what wan tlu*n dune hy hruHh and pencil would 
presently he dom\ and far better done, hy the eamern. 
But it needeil Htniie iniaginnt ion, n« well m Home hardihood, 
to say this at that time . . , hecauHc* the pholographcra 
of that ilny were lud iirtihln. . . , Let ua admit hand- 

iomely that wnne of the elder men hatl tlie root of the 

matter in them as the ytnmger men of to»dny; but the 
process did nut then attrnet artistH. . . . On the whole, 

the proeess was iml quite ri‘ady for the <u'dinnry artiat, 

hecmise (1) it eouhl imt ttnirh etdtmr or even give colcjura 
their proper light vnlues; (*i) the ImpresHiordst movement 
had not then redhmnered aiui populari/.ed the great range 
of art that lies outside rohmr; (H) the eyes of urli«t8 had 
been w Untg e<hicated to accept the moil growly fictitious 
eonveiitioiw a« truth* of n‘|»re»entiiti«n that many of the 
truths of the focussing nerern were at first repiuliated as 
grotew|Ue falsrhomlMj (i) the wisle-aiigled lens did in effect 
lie ftlttitMl »■« tiutragroualy as a li«y»il Aeadetnician, whilst 
the anastigmat wiw n*VfiHirtgly prtwair, and the silver 
print, though m ei[i|ni»ile that the Wst will, if they lant, 
fcr one tt«y priced by collector*, wn« cltiying, and only 
iuitahle to a narrow range of subject# i (ft) above all, the 
veslrir* would cbrerfitlly pay fifty pound* for a viilainnus 
oil-painting t»f a hcwpitable rhairiiian, whilsst they consid¬ 
ered » guinea a fir«t'ratr price for a do^en cabinets, and 
lwo»pi»unibtrn a n-obir bid for an eiibirgi’iiient, even when 
tin? *aid eiilargrtiiriit h«ti bern mw«i|Hdalwl io a* to be 
aa nearly a* possible as bad m the fifty potind painting. 
But all timt i» rbttri|C*-d nowadays. Mr. Whistler, in the 
teeth of « *t«rin i»f igi«»ra«l aiol ®illy ridicule, ba« forced 
l» to «rt|uirr a wnw of and b«^ proilum} portrultsi 

of ahin»»l pb»li»gra|iliir r%crltriirr; ibr raiiiern ha» tuugbt 
ua what wr really »«w «• against whal the draughtsumn 
Uietl to »htm- u«; and the trlrpliwtn ten# and it» adaptations, 
with the t««’ltr*iliwtir fdalr and M*re«*n, and the variety 
and iiiaiwgr»hlriif»» «f luwlmi printing pr»re»fteti, have 
convertwl the intrlligriil »tti»t*hrd tlu* pti-luri” 

fancying critic*, and protlurnl exhibition* studi «« tbow 

itH 
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now opi‘n iii the Diuili'y nmi NfW which may 

be visited by I«‘«ph* wlu>, like liave long Mince 

given up m uneiuhirahle thr foilie.H luui bibehooclK, the 
tricks, fakt‘8, happy arcldrnts, and dcMoIiiting ctniveutions 
of the picture gaUvricM. The nrtiHts have wtill left to 
them invention, ciulttcticn, and (for a little while longer) 
colour. But Mtdection and representatitni, rcjvering ninety- 
nme-hundredthi of our annual output of art, hehnig hence¬ 
forth to photography. Someday the cfunera will do the 
work of Velasques and Peter de Iltjoglte, colour and all; 
and then the draughtsmen and pa Inters will he left to 
cultivate the pious edification* of Itaphael, Kaullmch, 
Delaroche, and the designers of the S. I*. C‘. K. But even 
then tliey will photograph their model* instead of draw¬ 
ing them.” * 

In a paper Maurice MActerlmek wrote for Mr. AHnn Lang- 
don Coburn, who kindly gave me a copy, hr charges art with 
having held itielf aloof from ** the great movement which for 
half a century ha« engrosml all form* of human iictivitj in 
profitably exploiting the natural forces that fill heaven and 
earth.” Maeterlinck lauds Uie camera m an instrument of 
tlumglit, proclaiming it tlie bcit of mediunw, lH»rttu»r it wrvci 
** to portray objects and beings more i|uickly and nmre accu¬ 
rately than can pencil or crayon.” diwt Maeterlinck con¬ 
cludes that thought has at la«t foimcl a fiwure through which 
to penetrate the mystery of this anonytiiotw force (the «un), 
” invade it, subjugate it, anirimtt it, and compel it In *ay such 
things m have not yet hmi ««id in all titc realm of chianiiciin), 
of grace, of beauty and of truth,” m 8h»w exprcMCM hli htdief 
that ” the old game i» up.” ami that ** the camera h»i hope- 
Itssly beaten the pencil and paint-hruiih a* an in*tni«»nt of 
artiitie representation.** 

Shaw ii a vigtirrnw champion of the photograpliir art In its 
integrity I atterapt* at iniitalion of etching or painting draw 
his hottest fire, 'rtie idfa of »#n«itivt photogriipliera allowing 

♦ TA« hf CJ.. Setaani fcw. In tb# Ftola#- 

raphfr, October M, HftOI, 

ti# 


Hicniht’lvcH l<i i>‘' Indl (iozt'il into pfiinting, not an an 

obKoh'tt* mnkr?*!uft uhirh th«*y hnv«* HurpanKcd and superseded, 
but as a glorinus uli'ul tu whieh they bnvt* to live up!!! One 
day Mr. Shaw wan slunving' nu- sinue strikini^ examples of his 
own pljoltigraplue work a retunrkahle pielure of Sidney Webb, 

I reeall in enpeeial, an ellVet got by omitting to do something 
in taking the photograph. Mr. Shaw remarked that some of 
the mo^t nnitiue and fnutaHtlo pjeturen be had ever taken were 
the resullH of aeeident»i. One day, for iuntance, be spilled some 
boiling water t<ver a photograph of lumself, whieh immediately 
converted it into so capital an imitation of the ilamaged parts 
of ManleguaV frescoes in tMantna that the print ilelighted him 
more in its min than it hati in its original sanity. And, in 
view of his violently expressctl detestution of photographic imi¬ 
tation of painting, it is very refreshing to hear him confess 
that hi« own rxperirnre a« a critir and picture fancier had 
iophisticated him so thoroughly, that ** those accidental imita¬ 
tion* of the products of the old liutter-flngered methods of 
pielurc-making often ftwriipde me »o that I have to put forth 
all my atrength of mind to resist the temptation to Iwcome a 
iynlematic forger of damagetl frescoes and Gothie caricatures.'* 
Mr. Shaw was harshly ridicnletl and sharply cenmirtnl for 
permitting the exldbition In IDOfI of a nude photograph of 
himself by Alvin I^angtion Gohnm. In this connection, I recall 
a conversation with iftduarfi J, Strirhen, who was showing me 
a collection of hi« masterly print*, inrludlng «‘veral nudes. 
The fttCM of the nude ligure^i were ttvertinl*, and Steichen told 
me, with a laugh, that Hhaw Imtl rtdtritled him unmercifully 
for |M*rmitiing hii syhjertji t«t call attention to their emharrasK* 
meat and ihanw hy averting ttirir faces. And in IWl, Air. 
Shaw wrote: 

♦♦The camera will wit build up the human figure into a 
mottumental firtitm ai Aliehwrl Angelo did, or rod it ruu" 
ningly into a dectirative one, w Burnc’-tlonr* did. But it 
will draw It it is, in thr rlmtmi purity or the softcRt 
mystery, »»« wi dmught*rtmn ran or ever rmdth Ami hy 
Ihi of it* veracity it will make the slighteit 
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lubricity intfjlcrtibU*. ‘ NtufcK frenn the Farin H«hm * pass 
the inuml octroi In’cnuse tiiry juntify tlieir rank m ‘high 
art ‘ tjy the acute Imrcthnn inta wliirh they plunge tlu; 
spectator. Their cheap ami vulgar appeal h nullified hy 


One morning in Parw, cliirmg the prmtl that Hhaw wm sit¬ 
ting to Hadin, ('olmrn, with hi» ramrra, nttighl Slmw rawing 
out of his morning Imthi wliermptm he ktighingly Imtle Bhaw 
to “ be Htill ami look pleasant.” ** I rasimlly aiifmtned, m near 
ns I eould recall it,” Mr. Hlmw told rm% *' the pose of H«din*« 


not like ' Lc Pcn»cur, at least my piwe is n«t unlike !»«.” Mr. 
Shnw permitted the photograph to hr put on etliihition ai an 
ohJeet‘le»Kon» ho to Hpeak» to the photographie ftfr »rhm)h as 
Steiehen expressed it to me: “ I tH-ltrvr 3rtr. Hlmw wanted to 
show the emiragi* of hi« r<mvirtion«* hy puhlirly taking the 
medieine he «o unhesitatingly prr»rritK‘fl for otlirrs,*’ 


critic and clear thinker par cjccrtitncc^ wouhl ««fur«lly prefer 
photography to painting. When away from lamdoii lie i» «el» 
dotn to he seen without ii. camera ilung over hi>» shoulders; and 
h® has Iwen taking picture*, awl dabbling away at intrre»tinf 
photographic ^•xperimefit«» for iiiafiy yr»r». Wifliotit lalrnt m 
an arti»t hiniMclf, hut with alinoit « jmssion for photography, 
wt netd not he aurprised to hear him |ir«>*r tin* phiitographer 
beeaufc he ii fm* of “that rhim»y tool- -tlir humfin hand-” 
which will always go it» own aingir way, and no other.” 







Stciehen and Coburn* he has told me and he has told them, are 
the two greatest pludographers in the world; and he once aaid 
to me of {’cdniroj “Whenever hia work does not please jou, 
watch and pray for a while and you will find that your opinion 
will changi*.’* * 

To Shaw the true eonqueni of colour no longer scemH far off 
in the light of Lumi^^re’ii {liscoveries, and the day will soon come, 
he surmises, when work like that, of Hals and Velasquey. may be 
done by men who have never painted anything except their own 
nails with pyro. “ An to the painters and their fanciers, I 
snort defiiinee at them; their day of daubs i« over.” Ho once 
declared for two photographs of himself against anything of 
Holbein, Hemhramlt, or Vela»quess. ** When I compart* their 
subtle tliversity with the rnonottmotiM irnmcuracy and infirmity 
of drawing*. I marvel at the grtwa absence pf analytic power 
and of imaginatitw which at ill »et» up the works of the great 
iminters, defects anti all, as atamlnrd, instead of picking out 
the qualities they achieved ami the posKihilitieM tfjcy rt'vealcd, 
in spite <»f the Imrlmrotis rrmlity of their methotli,” There are 
certain quite definite things the photographer has not yet 
achieved; Hhnw** iumgsuatitm m a creative dramatist teachei 
him thi», even though he in*»i!»ts that the deciBive cjuality in a 
photographer m the “ fiieulty t»f seeing certain things and be¬ 
ing tempted by tlirm.” (kear Wilde acutely remarked that in 
certain modern intrlraits Hftrgrnt*s, nolaldy, I should aay--- 
there often a» much of the arli»t ns of the subject. Ber¬ 
nard Hhnw insists that in the pirlnrial and tlraumtic phuHcs 
of the photogriiphir art t»f the future, lioth the artist and tin* 
iubjeet nni»t la* imaginative artists, working in eonjunetion. 
” to the rrralivr, dramatic, storytelling |)idntet's (’ar- 
paceiii, and Manlrgim, and the miraculous Hogarth, for ex- 
ftinple-'-dt m clear that |di«togrtt|»hy ran do their work only 
through tt CO-oprration of »itlrr and cwmertst which nsninuUdeft 
the relations of artist and model to those at present existitig 
Wtween playwright and actor. Indeed, just «s the playwright 
ii iotmdimw only a very humhlr cinplovee of the actor »>r 

• C«mj»re Hhaw*« nrllrlr, th» tn ttw 

Magmim, May, l«». 
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nrtrt'Ss it t'orifti’i'nltli* tluit ift nnci didartic 

j>h<)tf>grn{>hj ttir prrdiHisijiunl purtjur wjH iml in* lu-rrssnrilj 
eitlun' tlu* ph«tt»g’m|»hfr nr thr iu<»drl* Init mldrlu'Vt'r 
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"fOHNll Jit IIASSMTO" AND “(I. II. H," 

** W in « htirr) i‘» «utiirmln i t* It S , m he never nmtmlia Wmirlf 
«t a, muslrai Sitiiijrrt Wilii iir hiMma nt leant aU !itn« m tttuch «bout it m 

jay dki.” =‘"ti» the H’wrW, Jstimaifjr Jiiiji, jMiis, 
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I N* IHHH ji gcnllrmnn tlr^rriluu! tn tlu* World ai, that Hnio m 
“a »tnlr»iniin nnua-tl 'Pay Pajy," * foiindod the 

Star* claiining for it thi* distinrtitm of tin* ftrst and only half- 
punnj papiT, imti ignoring thr Kcha, which early aiicciimbcd to 
the treatnu-nt. t)n the riTtniutirndalion of Mr. H. W. Massing- 
ham, Slmw wan placed im the rditurial ataff aa leader writer, 
an the srcowl flay of the |m|«‘r*8 exiaterice. At tlmt time the 
Fabian Hmnety had jiwt invented the municipal mocHfleation of 
Bfjciali^m called Progre«»ivi»itu and the iole object of Shaw, 
then a “ mwlrraie ami ronstihitionat, but itremious Hocialisit,** 
in joining the Star wm to foist thii new invention upon it m 
the Imteil thing in Lilwralitm, !iere ShawN “ impoMthiliim ” 
broke out wor«e than ever; ami BIr. (PC’onnor, an Irithman too, 
and a ikillrd journalist in thr bargain, wn* not to be taken In. 
Hr rcfuM‘it to print the artirlci. ** Then thr Fabian Soeiety 
ortlrrrtl all iit tfirml»rr» to write to the A’for,“ n'Ctrnk Shaw, 
“ expfw»ing indigritini Miirpriw at the hikewarnmesi of iti 
Lilwralism and the rrarlionary and obwiete character of it« 
view«. ''rhi* was more 8tirrr«fiil i the pa|>i*r lM*came Progrciiive, 
and Ifowloii row* »o prompt!y tn the new programme, that the 
flr«l thsunly t'minril rirriion was fmight and won on it. The 
Lihi'riil Iradrfs rrmorwlrated almoft daily with T, P., firing 
utterly tH»wildrrwl by wbnt w»* to them a moit dangerrnw 
herwy. lint thr Star artirlw Wcaffie more and more Pro- 
grcMive, then ultfM-'Progn'Mivi*, tlicn pwitively Jacobin i and 
the further lliey wriit thr ladtrf London Ilkrd them. They were 
not, I tK*g to say, writltm by me, but by Mr. II. W. 
Mawiiigham.** I 

* Uf, T. P, m\mm»- 







ley, the (liitinguished clrttwiiilir rrilir af tlir I'lmfg, wa 

then the Star man” in the tlieittrrf*, «it»t iilllimigh hi* wa 
more fnitidiciua and digiiifirtl fhiitt thr inrnrrijftblr IlAssetlci,^ 
he wa» quite at mnmm^> ** I mn far fnuti dniying that « mai 
of geniiw nmy iniike even a nrw«|iftf»«T n«lirr «f tin* linyit 
Aeademy or of » ‘ Mondity Fop.* jM'nswtirfilly vidiiahlr an< 
delightful,*’ ^^r. Arrher onre Mid* ** all I iii*tint«i« is that \ 
niHuredlj taken a man of genius to rh» »«. Mr, llerfiaril 8hn^ 
. . . JiHM to my thinking a prruhnr griiiut for bringing day 
hy-day inuMieal eritirwm into vital rrifilhm with »*theti« a 
large, and even with rfluVs and politir^ • in » w«wh »itl 
life. , . .** Aernrding to hi.a ** Tie 


iflth, 1001) 1 ^*1 wr!l mw-intanr that It^ ftr»l |wr«fr#|its I wmte w«« ti 
refwner to the tlr»t nomljef of the Ktor, whirh hwl jm% t»erti puMIshet! 
Mr, T. I*. O'Ctwnor, j» hi** wlltorl#! Ii»«l im^m twity 

thttjpk*. * tf.' tie Isatl wrltlrn, *wr rnwl4e the rlwirwniw*** tw |*til lw« lump 
of iwpr In her tr« Instrsil of one* ll« »r fttwII twl Im¥*» wi»rl*,i*d In win 
My ewntnent on wm ttwt If Mr. fF€’«nft«r *i*rr !» ftml thiit etwt 
IWTOW did not tnhe nugnt in tiirir Ira. Ws irnfM-r mmM, |»rr»«i»»*l4y, rm» 
to b« taned. , . . t f|tn»lr it ntrrrly to ih** ifi«l I, »lw ««i •llli rrfartte 
u a young writer, nin r^aetiy r«nti«te with Mr. Hh»w, ¥m It wb* In thl 
wry Rwnter of tlie (Kt.ie tSiat Mr. Hhaw, » * Varna ttl nwfle hi 

flr*t bw to ttw piddle.” Tiii» latter fctotwwiit, I 

esiwntiaUy eonwt. 

* The mom of a mu«lr«4 irwtruwwtit wlikh mtoi mt of ^ to Mcwart;* 

Ui»e, 






Is'w iW |#«.^r.« t-* •#s|r.i^§ <ain«»e®l tpir-^fV«#6S® l&BlIs lUf 

k^\ ' i ^|t ^ 

I ^ 4:*'f ■*’-■«»*> 


I|i4» 





nu: cHmc’ 


Siar'^ own eritir,’’ hk Hluiw wa« dtmomiriaU'd at the 

time, iwed the w*»nl inttsie in a plnicjnicnllj eomprchenBive 
Dense; for he \^rote ntnutt nnvtlunj^ and everything that enme 
into hi8 head. He uitee j«|H>ke of hif, cMthnuii in the Stetr, signed 
‘n’nrms tli Hithw-Sto,” ns ‘'a mixture uf IrivinUtj, vulgaritj, 
faree and tuiiifmdery with genuifie eritieiHtu," (Jenrge Henry 
JLewt?«’ style, n^ Mr. Areher hujt fthrewcily {dwerved,* reminds 
one «f that uf “ Ctirim di Hnasettu*’; hut the dramatic essays 
of U’wes, Hhiiw freely rnnfe»»e*», are miles beyond the crudities 
of l)i Ihwsrtto, idtliough the eomhinatiuu of a lahuriovis criti- 
ciim with a reckle»»ly flippnnt manner is tlje same in bath. In¬ 
deed* BhttW** ccduinn in the Star wuh |H'rhn|i« the mast startling 
tfidenta? of the in^iirgmey ami ieoniu’bwm of the New Jour- 
naliiin a* reprewided by the Star, its foremast exponent. 
Imagine a colyiiin a wwk in the sprightly vein of the fol¬ 
lowing: 

I ware others that l>t?rit!i«rh*« Is wicked. It is 
ttlmiiclotiril *iuW : rvvry armit in it a wmp of the fingers 
in the face «f moral re%|«iit»iitil}ty, every ripple and 
sparkle on it« wiirfaer twil» me for my twdotalism* and 
mock* at the early rising Hldrh I fully Intend to make a 
habit of wMinr day. , . , In iMr. tVllier** m»re», music is 
still the rlm»tr*t uf the mnw**. In itffrnhaeldM slie b~ 
what »h»li I *»y? I tm\ aMmitwtl of her. I no lunger 
wontlef that the Cirniiaii# ranir to Paris nnil iupprtsswi 
her with lirr and Itiumlrr, Here in England how respert™ 
ahle ihe wl Virtuous and rti»tiriilly innorent her iix-eight 
rnewurw are* evm whrtt lh*rMlby *inf», * C‘ome, fill up 
yoilf glaw to the br»i«*l Bhe Irantcii tier niorak frcun 
iiindl#!* her kdyhkr mniinrr* frwro Idendelwihn, her sen-' 
tinitnt Inim tlir * llailiff** of I*li«gt»nd lint 

liften to Iwf in Paris, willi IlffVntiarh. Talk of »six-eigbt 
time; why* ttie mlwmhlr* «t tlir arrond only ram* 

off again in » wild Ilarrlmtialkw, Baturoalkn, pelt icon t 
ipuraiiig, irrcrlainwlilr, *li«rkifig *|ttiiiirilli%** 

* Itt tetn^ticllim t» Ifep M»mp* »/ Jtstkm E*»Mfrr »m/ «/rwrf« 

4SI tPwffjf ^fcjNrpP^’* 







(}K()U(iK BKHNAHI) SHAW 


No more accurate cIiHriU'teri/.ntitui of the work of Dj Baa- 
aetto can be eoncetvetl than in t<» he fmuu! in Shaw'a own ccm- 
feaaion. He aecured the privllegi-s he usurped, Ije «hj«, in two 
wayn: firat, by taking care that *'{'onn} di Bnsaetto ” ahtnild 
idwaja be amuning; and, aecoruUy, l>y using « et>nsi(ierahle 
knowledge of music, which nobody suspected Ittm of posHcMsing, 
to provide a solid subatratutn of genuine criticiHin fur the maau 
of outrageous levitica and ridictd<nis irrclevancies whh-h wert‘ 
the dramatic charactcristica of Haasetto.” ** 1 tiim'say tla'ac 
articdea would seem stwdiby, vulgar, cheap, silly, vapid 
enough if they were dug up and exposetl to the twentieth cen¬ 
tury light; but in those days, and in the ctudest of the topici 
of that time, they were sufficiently amusing to serve their 
turn.” ** 

It will be recalled that Shaw, from bis early cliihlbood, had 
been in close contact with the best that Imtl been thought, felt, 
and written in music. It was hi« practice m a bcjy to whiitle 
to himself the operatic themes he heard continually practised 
at liii home, precisely as a street |/#iwla whistles the latest piece 
of ** rag-time.” He was intnaluced to Wagner’* niuslc for 
the first time hy hearing a second rate military bam! pliiy an 
arrangement of the 7*annhMugrr umreb. He thought it a rather 
coinmonphu’e plagiarism from the famous theme in Her 
FreisvhUt^. This boyish impression wa* exactly the satnr as 
that recorded of the mature Bcrlior, who wits to Hhaw at that 
time the mertfst shadow of a name which he had rent! once or 
twice, Shaw learned his notes at t!?r age of st'sleeri; and al¬ 
though for a long time thereafter he inflietrd untold suffering 
oa hii neighbours, be ln»eame in time i|uite » good nrrompanlit, 
la tlie early days in London, when he w».» not biljiirio««ly writ¬ 
ing five pagoK a day on one of his no%‘rl», Htmw tirraiinfially 
tried hit hand at musical composition, «! writing arid setting 
wordi to music. I have before me now « foldwl »lfrrt of pink 
paper, dated ** iStl of June, IBIil,” in Slittw** finr handwriting, 
oa which he bad written muiic for one t*f Shrllrv** iioem*. Ecm- 
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fiheet, in Bhaw’^ hnritl, i« the poem, headed Lmes^ 

Iwgmwnp;: 

** Wlirn !lir Imuji in •ihntlrrrd, 

Hir- Upiht lit thr- ilunt llrB dpftd} 

WIh’Ii tlif rlotitl Is w'ltHert'd, 
lltc rnlu^Hm's jjcUkfy Jb shedj 

« Whrts thr lutr Is lipukrn, 

Hwrrt iiiitrs nrr rr»nriiu}H:*rtnl not} 

WHr’n ttw Jijis linvt' sjHikro, 

I^tvptt Hcfcjtt'i nrr whiu forgot," 

Slmw wa« dffply ititrivnli-d in u Htmiv «>f Wn^ru'r’M nm«ic, and 
took groat paiit« in studying Wngjtvr'ft niotliuds of comptmt- 
ticm. 5 linvo noon Slmw’fi nuiBimi ntdos inado during this 
period «hrot» uf still’ pnprr on whirh he had written out the 
nniaienl aenre» nf the vnritnis ilistinet Itii mvtlfs In the Wag¬ 
nerian operan the Hing inutive, the Hheingold motive, etcn 
ete.*"' witi» fine marginal ste«ngf«|ihie notes in the Pitman sys¬ 
tem. He onee mitile tpiite n stmly of rounterpoint; and, m 
we leartuni in an earlur thaptrr, nnpunnl a grounding in 
“Temperament " through hU nequaintanee with his friend, 
Jamw lafH'ky. When .Wr. 0‘(‘minor transferred Hlmw from 
the eilitorial «lnlT to ttse post of imisjeat eritie for the iVInr, 
believing timl he einihl do no great harm there, hii* wisdom was 
ju»tifi«l hy the result. All lu» r%|arienee in writing and enti- 
ei«m on the Siiir, eomhim-d with his early kmiwleilge of music, 
fillt-tl Imnds with weapons. And when l.nuis Kngtd, the 

“heat hated mtisiral eritie in I’Uiroja-,** a» Hlmw ealb him, found 
it nerewary to give up his posititm as musieal critic of the 
Wwitit hii post fell to “ Chirtio di Bas«rtt«.“ 

At the time whrti Hhnw first entered the lists a« a unwical 
critic, he wm ptwaeaned of the strongest eonvietion* on the «uh- 
ject of music, iiumirinni, and true inusical genius. In l,m*r 
Aw&ng Ihf ArltMit Hlmw h«» given e%prvs#i«ft to hi* tleeided 
view* conrrniiftg the pedantry of the arailemic whooh, the 
ahturd jargon t*f r«#n*rnti«ri«i nnisiral rritiriam, and the 
vacuity and iiiron»***|itrtier of nil niusie, h««*d on nudhoft alone, 
which dwi t»»t romr into tiring fhr*«igli unaffretiil enthnsiasm 




GKOtiCtV. BKHNAIil) SHAW 


of pewoniililj. The* imiNirnl rritit'i.HUj which tnke*« t!u‘ annljHm 
of Bat’ll in B minor*’' aft itn pcunt e»f tlcpartun* in then* hfhl 
up to unmt'asurrel scorn. It Heniu*thiiig nmri* than a 

S cuinciclciirt* that the avcmlanrc of thi.n very subject^ with all 
its implications, shoultl have been the comlitiem on which Shaw 
began his enmn* m a critic of music. In ctmnection with his 
appointment a« musical critic of the *SUir, Shaw rcIntcM this 
story of Mr. O’C'onnor; ** He placctl hims^elf in my hantlK with 
one reservation only. * Say what you tike,* he saitl; ‘ hut for— 
f (here I omit a pathetic Oriental luljurathm) tlon’t tell us 

anything about Bach in B minor.’ It was a Imhl speech, con¬ 
sidering the superHtiliouB terror in which the man who has 
; the abracadabra of musical technology at hi» fiitgera’ end holds 

I the uninitiated editor; hut it vimvvyvil a gtdrlrn ndc.” Shaw 

was in perfect accord with the t*ditor in the belief that “ Bach 
in B minor ” is not gootl critiristUt not gnmi ien«% not inter- 
I. Citing to the gimcral readen*, not useful to the utiident. He 

I fulfllled his part of the contract far more completely than the 

|ij “ (Ihinese statesman” had any right to expect. Not only did 

• ’ Shaw not tell us anything about ” Bach in H minor”: lie spent 

i six years of bis life in holding the practice up to ritliculc and 

^1 contempt! 

' Bernard Shaw brought hi* critical faculty ttj tmar upon music 

in England during the period when the academic ftwium held 
full sway. There was a large reserve of native nnMtcal talent 
in lOiigland at this time, hut it foutnl nothing like full scope for 
its tlevelopmenl, largely ImcaUM* «»f the rotimiercial pandering 
to popular taste. The so-called master# of ronlrroporary 
muiic In England were idl rearwl on the rnetliwbilogy of the 
ichoola. Dr, Mackenssie, the Principal of the Moyal Academy 
of Music, was probably the lender of the academic faction. 
Sir George Grove, author of that stanikitl work, the t>k$lm^ 
ar$ of Mumclanst was an honoureil figure in the world of music. 
Dr, Hubert Parry, at the height of hi-« creative activity, was 
wnting and occasionally conducting hi» oratorio*, wicti a# Job 
and JndUh, Thcae and other earlier work* of hi»—motably, 
VAUigto id H PmAfftom and Pnmtrihrus Hliaw took the ut- 
mioit plsaiurt in dtclaring to ** without any merit whatso* 
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tu* ** th*‘ utufit c'tiftHjiM’fjtiUH fiulu{it'Kpilt* thfir fine* 
ft't'lijsK* thrir f*c*ru{Hi}tn>«t mtuli*rnli(in« m\t\ ollu*r pIt»fiHnnt and 
jn.rfrrtly tina- irrrU-viinrirs. At tlu* Albert UrtlU Hir Joseph 
linruhy, Priiunpiil «tf tin* Htiynl Hut-ifty, In \m nwwirnd 

find rtunplnevtd ntylr, wk*< tlnmf lunihcring rhoir« 

which rtrr Mtill Ih** pritlc tif (tmti Britnin, VillIt*rM Stanford^ 
tiint Irish prijfcs^nr cvrr in a world nit ideas, waa writ- 

in#? hi« Kdrri. aiul at!n-r »i»rk«, whirh mtitled lum to a high 
jjlnct* in tile enunriU of ncadfuiirism. Ciuring 'riuanan, for hin 
BVh, and nthcT u|H*ra«, had alffatly attained a poiii- 
tiem as a dramatic rcmtpmrr, wtiich, aeeorrling to Hhaw, at 
Irasti ** pifterd the proihieliun of an opera of his beyond all 
niwpicitm as n Irgitiintile iirtiatir enterprise.” Arnrdd Dol- 
rnetHch, that rarrlv fine interpreter of ancient niuiic, wai 
l^iving tlitw’ iiniip^c viol conrerta in the hall of Barimrd’i Inn 
find eticwherc which rlmritiwi Arthur Hymorw yeiterday ai they 
charmed Bernard Hh»w hmn iigo. (»iUit*rt and Bullivan had 
once more joined ft»rrr« in scoring another operatic, 

triumph, »«mrwhat lr*!i dreisivr and cnnipifuou«» it mnit be 
confessed, than F®ii#i/orr, Tk^ Mikurlt* and Tkt PimieM of 
M*enneinr^. t‘«wrn wa* winiiinn enctimkiitw ai a conductor, and 


iinany, Wagner, like lh«r«, w#»« «till »n oft’ertstve impoitor. But 
Ashton Klli»*i r^hrtijfttitr t«»k of IranaJating Wagner*! work! 
wm ilowly promiiifsgj and Artiibrtplrr, that Baymdh exten- 
nion lecturer, *ri to a|ieak, wiilwl by Blmw in the Alnr and in the 
W&rki, wa* paving the wny for a more ^nrral ciiriiprt*hfn«ic»n 
and appreriatkin of W'Ugfier In England. Fadrirwikl wn« 
•lowly moimtifif t« the |w«itton of the forpmo«t living pianist, 
»nd Batti had la^giin Iti ntvc Itrr ** Faftwcll C’oneerti.” 

In mii*lc*wl rritiri»m, m in all other pliMCi of lii« slrangidy 
divertifiwl rarwr, Bliaw l« e**«»«tklly m twoliitiunary, IIi« at- 
tjiek ufMin Barry’s Jnh, »» he ffwintainpii, thrwteneii in 

eall forth a grrat natinti*! pittlrtt I He fought for Wagner 
with the iwtir nptoltitittfwrf tnthtiiiMra which enlislwi liitii in 
the cause of Shiiw, He had no tolerance for any- 
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jettlc)ilK WUK he uf hiM eritienl senne, for fear of its pitsstitution 
by irrelevant beauty or faetitiouH r(»iunuet\ that he steadfastly 
itecled hiinnelf ftgnin»t that .Huhth-st of all forees in undermin¬ 
ing critical integrity - pernonfil magnet Imiu. 

Perhapa the simplest way to arrive at a romprehension of 
Shaw» the critic of music, is hy taking aceoiuit of his tastes and 
aversions. Far eicauiple, Slmw ustudly viewed Paderewski’s 
performances, at the time witen the Polisii pianist wan first 
creating «uch sensations in England, ns hrutal etsidests between 
the piano and the pianist in settle the i{Urj«tt«>n of the survival 
of the fittest. The following description of bin sensntionH cm 
hpariofl' Paderewski is not witluHit its remiiider tif that onee 


For David Bisphnin Bhaw hml the »incrir«‘sl adiinration, and 
■the Do Iles/.kes won his praise beeaiwe, »n he explained it, 
they iang like dignified men, instead of like male viragoci in 
the dramatic Italian alyh*. He made ii point of iniistitig, tmw^ 
ever, that ^Idannrd dc lie*Ac ocrttiionally tttnisnl hi« power hy 
‘•'wilful bawling** for the mere fun of roaklng a thundering 


The refewmoi la to Ruhlnitrln. 







Tliw I*filts a i«»m»r HiinI diiwn, but the 

Btitliilp »f lirr viisrr m »t»ll ru*ii afitl Iwautifuh iwtl this 
with hrr «fisijr|iii»»r»| |tlirassn|f nfnl tlmt clrlifiti* ttnu'h 
«.nii rsiirritii'r mmnmrr wliti'li iiink*? lirr rtmiabU^ 
m riiUlfVtttitig* ruftlilr# hrr t« sBitifitttifi wh«t wm, tt» iny 
mind, alw»y« tlir l»r%l |wrt »if Iwr old aMpremitry.” * 


Of th«t lirillimit ftrriitiiiit ihr wife cif 

ShiW tiittt if it Wrfr jniu»s|»lr l«i t«'Iirvi’ t||»t slli* two 

itfaWi alliHlt wliilt »Iir idnfrti, Hfiiiild |m* onr «lf tlir ^rr«t ■ 
»t titeiitstr »ti thr whoir 


ti, II. H.., Ill tb«* WmM, 3mm flh* 
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and WJtlund any i-sffptujiu in SIiuw'k ti|unitin, the greatcat 
violoncellint he hati ever hearth .ftmehim"« fiuenesH tif 
perfect dignity of style, and fitnr««s nf phrn?.ing inipreswed Shaw 
aa truly nmgnifieent; and when he heart! him play Bach’s 
“ Chaconne in D inirwr,” hr ctmfi Hied that lie enim* an near 
as he ever came tw calling anything done by mortal artist per» 
feel. Yiaye, that other nnutter-violinist* nmvet! Shaw m nmeh 
m he moywl Symons hy the perfeetly hnrmonitniH hlrmling of 
his every faeuUy, Shaw smilingly reniimled all readers of the 
screed of G. B. S. that ** Decitletlly, if Ysaye only per.HevereM 
in playing splendidly to u» ft>r twenty five yearH more or «o, 
it will dawn on ua at last that he is one t>f the greale*.! of living 
artiits; and then he may play how he plea»ef» until he turns 
ninety without the leant risk of ever iiraring a word of dis- 
paragement or faint praise.” 

In Shaw’i view, Moiart is the ideal, the *t}|»reii}e composer. 
Again and again, througlunit his works, Sluiw low Invinhed upon 
Mossart the finely-tempered praise of the clear rynl devotee. 
The erilical rating of a composer i» overwhelmingly impressive 
when it i» supported by the avowal of pernonal imlehtiHlness; 
and Shaw has frtHptently aMcrlwt that liiw influenced 

his dramatic works mort* than any K«gli"*l« driiumtiit since 
Shakespeare. I rememher .Moiiart with Mr, Shaw 

one day; am! I took oceasion to e%pre»» my «crplirtim as to 
the poHsihility of any profound influenre exerted by Moxart 
the composer upon Shaw the dramatist. ” In a certain »eri«e, 
Mozart imwt always have !a‘ei} a model for mr,” rcjillrd Mr, 
Bhaw, ” Througlnnit tlie entire fM-riotl of iiiy r«r»r m a 
critic of music, I a!wniy« thought ami wrote of Monart a?4 a 
master of juasteri. The dream of « rnusiciati i* to have the 
tiehnit|ue of Mozart. It wm* not hit * divine nirltalie* * but ht» 
perfect teclmicpie that profoundly iniuefterd me. What a 
groat thing to be a dramatist for just m* Moiart 

was a composer for com|'wper»! First, and atMivr all thiiip 
ilscf, Moiarl was a mmtipr fo mnutgrx,** 

Thi i#cond part i*f Fm»t ifiipr«»f?tl Shaw «» the iummit of 
Bchumaan’ji achievemenf in dramatir mmu-i and he »'«* very 
ready to adroit that Schumann liail at lea*t line gift which has 
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now* conit* to rnnk wry high finif)ng the qualifications of a com¬ 
poser for thf Niage; n strong feeling for hannony as a means of 
emotional eKpr<’Sfion. He nlwnvH ftnuul Brahms to be insuf- 
fernhiy tetlitutM when he tried to he profound, hut delightful 
when he merely tried tf» he plennutit and naively Kcntimental. 
“EuphusHm. wliieh In the beginning and eiul of Brahms’ big 
works,** Shaw remarks tn eonneetion with tlie “ Symplicmy in 
E mintjr,” ’* »« more to my taste in muHie than in literature. 
Brahms takes an essentially eommonjdnee theme; gives it a 
strange air hy dressing it in the most elaborate and far-fetclied 
harmonies; keeps hi» efnintenanre neverely (whieh at onee eon- 
vincei an hhigliAh atidienre that he must have a great deal in 
him); and fiwi« that a gtital many wiseacres are ready to guar¬ 
antee him m th*ep m Wagner, and the true heir of Beethoven.’* 
Dvorak, Bohemia^ tin»t eminent emitive iwwteian, famed alike 
for an ineihftuntitde wealth of nielodie invention and a rich 
variety of rohiuring, m hy Hhaw m a romantic eom- 

po#er, and only that lli» ** He^jtiiem ” Hlmw found utterly 
tedioua and iiierli«nir»b while hi* ** Hyniphony in H *’ is “ very 
nearly up t« the level of a Ho»iint tmmtiire, and would make 
fscfllent proinefiiiidr i«u»ie «t the summer fitw,** The an¬ 
nouncement of » Mmn by Dvorak ftlferttnl Shaw very much aa 
would the announermrnt of a ” Divine C’omedy** in ever «ci 
many wriliw hy Holirrt tmii» Hlrvrnsnii! He regardetl Verdi 
m the grr«te«l of living tiramatie r«m|Mi?iers; and years before 
Shaw began writing tmi«ir»l rfitiri»fit, when Von Billow and 
othtn were r«ntriiiptit«ti»ly repudiating Verdi, Hhair wai able 
to dbeefrt in hiiti « «mn litissrasinig mure |M>wer than he knew 
how to ir«*, of» indwl, |HTt«ilt«l to u»e hy the old operatic 
forw imp«»wl ittt him hy rirrtim*liinrc».* 

For th# itiirfiinly w«iiufarli$red of Balnt 8a.in«, Shaw 

f©!t not ii»f» hut gmiiine rontcmpt A* Miim, in fact, 

M fHiWvrrrii the »ort «f thing that a Ffetteh composer 
dimwt ef llm of iifirfatlc nrhievement, his artistic 

^pitbj with Farw wat ml off at Die nitin. Early in hU 
lit wbriwly a.ii«ottitc^, lie |f»w up Farit at impossible 

*I» iw»p«riP «!«»*« artkbi 4 W»f4 Mm» ati-tml 

h *1 VA VIII., Mwb, ItOI. 
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from tlic artintif point of virw ! His clmrnfhTi/.ntion of French 
muiit* iis nothing short of Hrines{|ur. 

London I do not no murli mind. Ytnir average Lon¬ 
doner no doubt, m void «f feeling Lir tin' Hue nrb as 
ft man can be without collapsing Imdilv; but, then, lie is 
not at all ftuhamed of bb combi ion. ihi the contrary, he 
ia rather proud of it, and never fcek ohbged L» pretend 
that he i« an artial to the tips iif hia fingern. Htn prc» 
tenccs ftre confined to piety ami ptibtic*, in both of which 
he JM an unspeakidde impostor. It i» your PariHinu who 
concentrates hia igmiraiirc arnl l»y'p«>cri»y, tmi on poHti« 
and rttligion, hut on art. In this uiiw hotrsmur state of 
aelf“Con8eiou»nca» he demands ataturs and pirturcM and 
opor&i in all direction*, long lK*f{»re any appetite for 
beauty ha« «et his eyci or t*«ra aching i »o that he at tince 
becomefi tin? prey of |a*tli4nt« who umlertake to supply him 
with dftSMical worki, ami »waggrrera who »rt up in tin* 
romantic department. IIenc«% as the Ibirisiun, like other 
people, likci to enjoy himself, and as pur*- pedantry i« 
tediouB and pure wwaggering tirenoitic, what I*ari« chiefly 
loves i« a gt*nlu» who ran make the rh«*»ir voluptuous Btul 
the romantic amusing. Awl so, though you rarinot wtdk 
through I’ari« without coming at every corner upon some 
fountain or trophy or numuimmt for whirh the only pa«- 
Hihle remcily i« dynamite, you can alwayw count upon the 
design including a female figure free from the defect known 
to photographers an un«ler-expo-»Ufi*; find if y»m go to 

the opera.-which is, happily, an easily «v«id«blr fute— 

you may wonder at the e^|i«*n«ite trifling that p«Mei ai 
musical poetry and drama, hut ymi will he romiwlbal to 
admit that the crinipowr tw« mnment*, rarrird m far m 
academic propriety ailmit*, in which lir ri»e* from sham 
bintory and tragtaly to genuine fwlka and harrarolki 
whilit there ln^ to b<»«t, always one happy half hour when 
th® op®ra-iingcr« vanish, and rapaltle, thoroughly tfainwi, 
Imrd-working, technicoilly skilled r^rnitwiiL enterfaiii you 
witli a ballet. Of cciur«* the bullet, like cverylhtng clw in 

gM 






PnrtN, w H provincial survival, fifty years behind English 
iinus but stiil it i« generally ccnuplele and well done by 
people who understand ballet, whereas the opera is gen- 
endly mutilated and ill done by people who don’t und«r- 
«taml opera.” 

Is it any wonder, then, that the ** tiiipot stage history” of 
Saint Hnem* wai the bane of Shaw’s e^intenee atid the abomi¬ 
nation of his critical sense? Or that OlTenhach’H uiusic struck 
him a« wicket!, abiunhujeil stutf? Anti of Meyerbeer, then Ktill 
ngardetl in Faria iw n sort tif IVIichnel Angelo, he says: “If 
you try to form a critical scheme of the development of Eng¬ 
lish poetry frtim Fope tt» Walt Whitman, you cannot by any 
stretch «»f ingenuity make n place in it for 'rhomns Moore, 
who is ttec*»rtliiigly either igiit»rial in such schemes tm else con¬ 
temptuously disnuwed m a Itowery trifler. In the mum way, 
you cannot, grt BdeverlM-rr tniti the Wagnerian seheme except 
as the Autwlyrus t»f the piece.” 

The moit signiUmut fra lure of Shaw’s career m a musical 
critic w»« hi* rliampiturdiip of Wagner. Although he had an 
esftltwl admiration for Wagner, he was no hero-worshipper, nor 
in the Ifiial drgn'c blind to the «lefects of Wagner a« a coin- 
poicr who failed to prrwrrve philosophic contiiniity and co- 
herenre in hw grratr»t dramatic acliieveiitenl. The similarity 
of ta»te« ill imisir iM'twrm Wagner »nd Shaw i» a very notice- 
shift feature of the ‘‘F. di 11,” and **(». lb H,” rriticiMtns, It 
wm to Im rxi>cclrd that Himw tlir dramatist would fwlmirr Wag¬ 
ner for caftl|i«»*ifig iinisir dr»ignrd to lieigliten the exprwHion 
of human cffiiilioiK li** rndiird fully that such imwic was in¬ 
tensely ftlTrctitig ill tile prc»enrr of timt emotion, and utter 
apart frmii it. Like Wagner, Shaw had a deep love 
for Ifcelhovrn, mn mliniriitioii for M«»iirL and a «iiu’«‘re 

appreciation of the MrndrK»i»lin of tlir Scotch syinplumy. Aiul 
lie likewbr *li«rril Wagiirr’-a »tivrrrign rorilrinpl for the i-lforts 
of Hclniiiiiuin mm! Ilfitbiiw to !«' ” profoiiinl.” 

A Clerwan wniild laugh «t Ihr iiotfon Ifwt Wagner retpiired 
any ” chttitipiwfiifig ” during llw year® from IKHK In 
iaeliiww, since tlie liayfryth prrfor«i«fires In-gun in The 
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New York, Hlinw wnitr n rs‘|)ly tu Xunbut’n i^njtntrtiihm, 
which Wfi« then (IHilA) nmklng » Ki't-n! iui{»rrs‘»tt»n tm tin. 
American mind. 'TIuh reply* mfitlrd J Ih-t/rm'rtsit’M Flctc of 
Nordau^ wfi» puhliislHHi in » dtaihlc copy i»f IMierhi, especially 
printed to make room for it; Mr. 'Em ker %ritl a cupy ivj every 
paper in America; «ml, ai* Shaw avi-rs, Nordau’s tnuik has 
never been heard of in an AmtTican paper since, II wan un¬ 
doubtedly a great piece of jmirnalism in tinea- days fur .Mr. 
Tucker to pick out the right n»an as Shaw iimpies{i»njnhly 
wai~for that jstupe«duuf» task; and Shaw utill takes mt un¬ 
holy joy in ahowing Iujw* d’ucker the crank w«h ahU* to bent 
all the big fnjihiomdde editor* at their tiwit giune. Ilruitli-H 
being largcdy imported in England* tlie art trie did Shaw a 
great private service. For wiirn Willusm Morri* read it, he 
at once threw aff sdl reserve in ttilkiiig to Slmw idHiut modern 
art, and treated him thenceforth «» » iimn who knew enough 
to understand what might he Mini lt» him «ft that »iihjrrt. The 
article contained, among many cdlwr iipmlly iihh* thiiig«, an 
eminently sane and intelligihic treatiiinil «f tfir devchtfiinent 
of modem iniwic, and it« rrktitm to Wagiirr. Mr. Iltinrker, 
w‘ho regartln this a» Hliaw*» finest pirrr of ronlrovrrsial work, 
rightly deelared that it complelriy pwrpi Nordau from the 
field of di seuxsion,® 

d'he other piece of Wagiierijin critirisoj hy which Shaw i« 
hcHl known wan the siihjecl uf » letter Shnw imn* WTotr to the 

• In the letter .Mr, 'fuclirr wrute in Mr. SImw at Ksslrr, tsw.l. Shaw 
once tffh! n»e, he waht that Iw htirm' Slesw* tl>r »n4j ns«»« la llir w»irldl 
CtJWihle of tttrhHr»j{ Nimhm nit hl« firhl® isf mt#a4r, lllrr^lwrr, |wln|« 

Inf* ete.i " He fjatii thst If I fiml *»»l llw flpirr rwr |«|4 

hy» «»y* the .MfiPifipnfh ftsf « aingir «rl4rir l«» mty wrilrr, fwl 

rlutllng HhiilfetitMe nr mty i»t!wr rmines!! }«««. hr |«y otr tlmt sua 

fur A review ef ’ HrgrttrfHUitn' fs»r S»4s liiilr |*«|w'r. ymi, fr«Wi 

A roan wIh> W«« jiuhllalanif « I»«|»rr at hl» »msi r%j*r«ssr, m rh^llfw of 

making Anything init of it, ami with « r««alilrr*ttlr rh«rwre tif flwitog W»» 
#elf In jirlMHi wime tl»y fttr trllki^ it^ slwmt latltlttlbaa, 

Mr. Tucker pntlmhly workwl tl«*ul4r awl m%* i»|f f«f ihr 

Iwn or tlirw ye«r» t» jwiy off wlwl tlM* »tlrro|iif«> him.** Tttta ^isy, 
wmwwlwt wapllflptl* wm rrrmtly |FrbrM.«r|-, }W»| |,Mi4lArit |»i 
hy IlenjAWin It. Torkrr, H. Y. t« Kwfliswii tty llir Jf* Ijrtn- 

«fnn----uiitler the tUk-, TA# «/ .|ri; *»# **f ti* 

atmt Jrlhif# iffhf 
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editor of thi' Acndtmii (Ortuher 1/lth. imW) : “ I Hoe you have 
hem nmunuu'ing- n hook by mr eulillech ‘'Plu' (’otnplJle Wag- 
nrritts’*’ writes Shaw, **'I his i« nn error; you are thinking 
of an rtiithor naine*{ t/aak Walttiu. '^I’he t)uok» whieli in a work 
of great merit* even h»r me, h <'Hlle<h *'rhe Perfect Wag- 
nerite/ and in an exiawition ttf the philoMnphj of Ihr Ring des 
RUidungt'n, It m a («. Ih eSsenee of nunteru Auarehbm, or 
Neo-Protestantism. I'liis lurid deHeripIton «peakH for itaelf. 
Am it has been written on what tJu* wlmie nie<Iiral fneulty and 
all the hystanderfi deelare to !»• nty deutli-hett, it in naturally 
rather a hook of tievotion than unv of those vain IndllianeieH 
whirh I was wont t«> give o!f in tlie days of my healtli and 
«lrength. P. H, I have just spraitieil my ankle in trying to 
master the art of hiryrling cm one fool. Thi«, with two opera- 
kiotii ttiid « f»H downstairs, involving a Imoken arm, i« my 
record wo far* leaving me in excellent general eondh 
tjon. And yet. they tell me a vegetarian canH recuperateP* 
In this cimimrntary to wlmt hail already been written by 
tnuitciarw who are no revolntionisb* and revolutionwiii who 
are no niiwiri»«!i,** Hhaw reads into Wfigtier far more Socinh 
ism than Iw had ever read intt* lh«en. lie took pains to baKc 
hi« interpretation upon the fart* of Wagner*« life ■ -his ronncT- 
lion with the revolution »»f IH-W, Ida assmriation with August 
Hoeckel and .Mirharl llfikottnin, hi« later pamphlet* on ioeial 
evolution* religion, life, nrl, and the influenee of riche*--rather 
than tt|«»n tii» recorded iittrr«»cr» in regard to the apecifle 
mmningi of th** **liing”' intisir-iIrMmaa. It i« not difficult 
to iw«|ftd»% with Hhaw, t!»* portrititun* of inir capitaliHtic 
incluitrial «y»tefii from the Horiali»t |wdnt of view in the slav- 
try of the Hitilung# anil the tyranny iif Allierich; but little 
iignifleanr# ntl«rl»r« to «wrh rhrap syiiiholitin. It is more 
difficult In idrtttify tlir young Hirgfrird with the nnarrbisi 
Biktiuiiifi on the #treitgth of the latter*^ nrit«ri»u« pamphlet 
dtajanding Ihr driiioIili«» «f rxi»ting i««titiitirin*. To the Ring 
nf ih0 Nlblmngs,. Hliww Iw*, »i* to B|wt4k» apiiUed the Itm-nie- 
NietiifliKiir'BliMvtan jddhMophy «• a unit of mewstire, nnd 
found it to npfdy at many |Mii»d#. Bienfriwl i* a ** totally un¬ 
moral ptriofii m iMirn Anarrldat, the ideal of Bakownin, mi. 
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antiriputinn of thr* ‘ cm*rnmn * of Nn‘tz«4r!ir” a (ftTmaruxc’d 
Dick Dudgeon or a Tetdortir Pmiudheu?*. Whsm vi*r the p}u». 
loKoph)? of the “ Hing"* tliverge^ from thr Shavinn ptulonjjpiiy^ 
Wagner was ** wandering in Id?* inirnid’ WlH in-vrr hi^ tiwn 
expiarmtions do not agree with the «l/r fUe of Sliaw, thrv only 
prove, as was onre chuintHi hy Hliaw in the of Ihw-n, that 
Wagner was far less intelleetnally eonseiimn of Jh»i purpoMe 
than Hhaw. As an exposition of the Sloivinn phihistjphy, (he 
book h worthy of nrdej m an exptsstlioit of the Wngiiorinn 
philoiophy* it is unronvineing. 'fhe hook i- r\rre«liitgly in¬ 
genious and in places, brilliant; hut it i» the wt»rk <tf an ideo¬ 
logue and an a-priori»t. 

One final word in regard to Hiww'a IKwititoi a.s a rhampiori 
of Wagner. V¥liile it is of little im|«»rt«nrt* now, »lill Wagner 
and anti-Wagner wnn the great controversy of that ttine in 
music until nnti-Whignerism finally i«‘ra«ir riilirul*ni» in the 
face of Wagner*» overwhelming |w»|Hilarily. In the »an!r way, 
Ibsen an<l anti-Ilwen w’a* tfte great e«ntr«%'rr»y in drama in 
London after 1HH9. In both hwtanew, the whirligig of time 
has brought round its revenge*. For «i«me year*, even tadore 
his death, Ibsen «tood unrhnllenged m the preinirr dramatist 
of the age. And now’ that Wn,gner*» IwHlr i» won and over¬ 
won, Hhaw Ims the profound gratiflration of »eriitg “the pro- 
fcKHors, to avert tlie ridirtile of their |ni}dl»» e«in|a*l!tHl to 
explain ((piite truly) thiil Wagner** trrlmiral pnirrdiirr in 
music i« nhijoKt pedant indlj li»girwl and graiiiinatiral i that 
the Lohtngrm prtdude L « mrt»trr|iirrr of the * foriti ’ profa'r to 
iki aim; and that hi» <li»regaril of * false rrlation*/ ami hi* free 
use of the most extreme di^rord* wilhmit * |»rr|i»rati«it,* were 
straight and sensible in»tam‘r«. of that tiattirai tirtr|o|iinr«t of 
harmony which has pron-eded eontimmlly from llir limr when 
common six-fmir chords were ronsidrrrtl * wrong,* amt such 
free use of unprepared dniidiiimt sevnith* «nil niiimr wifillw m 
had become common in JklowirF* tiiiir woiilrl Iwtr m^rnml the 
maddeit meophemy.” And in « Jritrr to nir, .\fr. Hlww taid 
(July Ifilh, 1905); ** I wm tut the right in Iwth iiptanres: 
that i» all. According to ilie Ihillf (*^ro«irlr, Wagprr «nrl 
Ibsen were offeiwive imp€ii>t«r». A* « iiwticr of fact, lh«j 
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were the greatest living inaHtern in their reKpeetive arts; and 
I knew that (piite well. 'Pin' erilicN of the nineteenth century 
had two flr.nt rate rlmnceH It).sen aiul Wagner. For the most 
part they iniKs^ect lioth. Setanul hest they could recognize; but 
best was heymul them.” * 

Mr. Shaw’s most recent ijunirsion into the fiehl of music 
criticinju was occaHitmetl by a criliciKiu of Uiclmrd Strauss^ 
Kkktni, at the time of its flrht pnaluetion in England in 
March, E)10» from the pen of the well known erilie of music, 
Mr. Ernest N’ewmnn. I'he vigoroiw eontroversy between Mr. 
Shaw and Mr, Newman that eitsueil was, of eourse, (juite in’- 
coneluaive, so fur as ereeting any abHohite htandards by which 
Strausa’ greatness m* a dramatic emuposer might be judged. 
But it evoked from IVIr. Shaw iin outburst of enllmsitism un¬ 
paralleled in bis career as a rrilic of music: 

** WImt Hofmannsthal ami Strauss have done ii to take 
(’lyteinneiitra itnil Aegisihena, ami Isy Identifying them 
with everything that m evil and emel, with nil that needs 
nuwt hate the highest wlien it »eea it, with hideous dumb 
rial ion nnd eiii*rrit»n of the higher by the baser, with the 
murtleroust mgr in which the lust for a lifetime of orgi- 
aatie |ileasure turns <m its alaves in the torture of its 
diiappointmenl and the sleeples* horror awl misery of its 
n«mrtt»tlH'iiitt, to ao rmwe in n* m\ overwhelming flood of 
wrath against it ami ruthless resolution to deatroy it, that 
Fdektra’a vengeance hecoiiirs holy to tw; and we come to 
umirrstiind how even the g«*iitlest of »« eimhl wield the 
ftxr of Clrr»te« or twist otir flriti flngi*r» in the black hair 
of -Clytemneitra to drag hack her heatl and leave her 
ttirtmt «|H*n to the stroke. 

** Utat was tt tusk hardly |HWMbIe to an ancient (Jreek. 

* I* Htww, ttw aall'«w»Mnir, ren»Wr«l fa Wagner, ttw 

Iwtd and frtmt of K»r»»|w»n tlw tiutlvnhtwUd, rret»a 

aSurfl that Wagtirr mm m gtr»i rirsilve force in «fl; lli»t wbu isuttletent 
caaw tor his rtwnt^>h»tt*hJ|». tt way ta* iHirmllng In nitinectlun to 
Mrwwlt JiiiUa* Pah’s orote of |§i«w's W'a^wrbwj /Jernard Hham 

(B, Ftochw, tfrrUii), pp. ttu-fttk 
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. , . And tlittt tf» th»' tunk whifh HofnirtiiJinthnl hit« nrhirvt'd. 
Hot I’Vcn ill till* third urmr uf IhLn Uhtinijnltl, tir in tlu* 
KlingJ«or hrriirs in Parnifui, k thrrr mUi’Ii an iitujosphrri* 
of inidig'nniji nnd rnni't-rons rvil Hr ni-t lirrt*. And tlmt 
thr powrr with wldrli it }»» tionr in no! tlir |mwt'r of thf 
t*vil itsrif, hut of tin* |m»f»ioii that d«-lt«%t«% and iiuwt itiui 
firmllj run ilrntroy th«t rtih i-** wlust niakrn thr Work 
grrnt* nml iiwkrR ti« rrjoirr in its horror. . , . 

** 'rind thr powor of ronrrivinn: it .%hoidd orrur in the 
same individiml itn thr ti-rhuieid wkill itnd mdurni fiundtj 
newird to nrhieve its i‘i»in|drlr and ovrrwln-hiiini^ rx|»rr«~ 
pion in nui«ir» is a utrokr of tin* rnrrni i^'ood fortune tlmt 
ran lM*fall a grmTidioii of turn. I hnvr oflrn «n,id^ when 
A«kifd to state the rsiM* ligninstt tlir ftiols and tiitiney- 
rlmngffs who arr trying to drivr «• into « war with CtiT- 
inanj, thiit the min* roimists of thr singlr worth tirrtliiivrri. 
I'o'chiyi I should any with r4|uitl mnfitirni'r* HtrauM. 
That wr nhould ninke war on Htraiis* «itd thr Itmiir war¬ 
fare find aspiration that hr rr|»rriirnt» i» lrr»M»n to hu« 
nmnity. In tlti«» mimir-dnuim Slr«u»a hit« doiir fur u« 
ju«t what hr has ilonr for liiii own romitryiurit; hr ha# 
Haul for u«, with itii utirriy satisfying forrr, wlnit all the 
nohlrsl power* t»f lift* within «• nrr rhuiiouring to Imvi* 
paid, in protest againsl and drflnnrr of thr «fnniprr«eiit 
villainiet* of our eivili^atioii i aiid tfim i* the highest 
nehieveinent of thr highrit art.** * 

So often was Shaw* tiiorkrti hy «rr|diri%t« roiireffitfig hii 
talent anti hy iniprrviou»nr»s to hi* ntood, that hr wniirlimes 
ftOtimlly Went to the lenglh of tagging oiir of lit* Irish tiull« 
with the eicplanatory pan*nthr«is (** 1 «* an Irishman’*). 

If tht larger puhlie ever gains a jtwt uiidrr*tanihng of Hlmw^ 
It will Iw* beeauM* they have found this rrntnil amt dir«*i*ling 
clttt: hi iiMjaki m an Iri»htii«n. The right to say in j«t what 
It ffltttaat in tantie#! m ». right tlit mwmg^ E«gli*ti»i«n tienbi* 
he with Vtelor Hugo that ** every man ha* « right to be 

*f%.« * BkMm* of 0tmmM md ffafvmmsikmL A fcllrr to tl» «4itor #f 
tlMs ifatfea (Lwdon), Mareh Wth, iilO. 
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a fool, but he should not abuse that right.” M. Faguet ha.s 
recently said of Sainte Beuve that he was guided by one of the 
finest professional consciences the world of literature has ever 
known. Early in his career, Shaw succeeded in imparting to 
his readers the conviction that his glaring deficiency was the 
total lack of a professional conscience. Shaw was preoccu¬ 
pied with the exposition of the eternal comedy. He is that 
hitherto unknown phenomenon in the history of musical criti¬ 
cism—a musical critic who charged his critical weapon with 
genuine comic force. The conviction has probably come to 
every musical critic in some moment of self-distrust that his 
effort to catch and imprison in written words the elusive spirit 
of music is, after all, only a more or less humorous subterfuge. 
In this respect Shaw differs from every other musical critic who 
ever lived: instead of feeling his criticism to be merely a hu¬ 
morous subterfuge, he actually believed it to be a comically 
veracious impression of reality. 

No view of Shaw’s unique attitude as a critic has yet been 
obtained that is not one-sided, false, or—^what is far worse— 
misleading. The absurdly simple truth is that Shaw always 
aimed at saying, in the most forcible and witty way possible, 
exactly what he thought and felt, however absurd, unnatural, 
or comic these criticisms might sound to the “ poor, silly, sim¬ 
ple public.” To the feelings of other musical critics, to the 
prejudices of the dry academic schools, or even to the con¬ 
sensus of opinion, crystallized through the lapse of years, he 
paid no heed whatsoever. He did not feel himself bound by 
the traditions of any journal, by any obligations, fancied or 
real, to operatic managers, or by the predilections of his 
audience. In fact, to put it in a homely way, he was “ his own 
man,” feeling free to express his opinions exactly as he chose. 
And it is perhaps no exaggeration to say that, since 1885, the 
whole spirit of English criticism, personified in Walkley, 
Archer and Shaw—an Englishman of French descent, a 
Scotchman, and an Irishman—^has been a spirit of forthright¬ 
ness, outspoken frankness and unblushing sincerity. 

In the matter of individual style, Shaw occupies an abso¬ 
lutely unique position in English literature. He occupied a 
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inori' iinusunl trrniin ihuii hud i-vri* bei'n tu’rupitHl ludort*, C'on- 
{’I'ruing tlu' Hubjcclh in uhifh lu* rlnlnu'il {« ht* thorou^^hly 
verKt'd, hf gailj aiintutncfd liiiiisflf hn an uuHiuriS v. Wdh uii 
air of grandiose rondeseensttm, he once ctmfeHht-d that he might 
lu* mistaken: *M''jVen I am not infallihlt* that Ih, mit nlwiiys.’* 
He really meant that he wn«. la-t it he remembered, that I 
am a «uperior pemm,'* he eharaeteristirnily says, “ and that 
what seemed incoherent and wearisome finding to me may have 
seemed an exhilarating pastime |{» idhers. ^ty heart kinnvs 
only its own bitterness; ami I tlo imt de.^iiv ti» intermeddle 
with tla* joys of those among whom I am a stranger. I assert 
my intellectual superiority- that is nil." He man fver «ub» 
Hmely oonscious of his own supreme dialectienl niui eritieal 
ikill. Some day I must write a supplement t«j Hehumarm’s 
‘Advice to Young ^luslctansd The title will he ‘ Atlviee to 
Old Alusicians*; and the first precept will run, * Htudt he in 
a hurry to contradict C*. B. H,, a* he never commits himself on 
a musical subject until he knows at least six times us much 
about it as you da.*” If he liatl Ikhui matclird in argument 
with the greatest living critic of the arts and he was fre- 
(juently matched against the greatest hlngliith crities he would 
doubtless have saiti to bim» in the hingtmgt* of the apoehrjplml 
aneedote: ” All the wurlchs mad save tlua* and me* John, And 
HometimcH I tiiink thee’s a little mad too.” 

B(‘hind all this '* inftrmil blague ” lurks the real critic, 
wlmse chief conviction is that ” Bach in B minor ” is not fit 
Kuhject for enjoyment or criticism. ” I wwidd not la* misun¬ 
derstood,” j\Ir. Shaw reiimrketl to me one liay, ** in regard to 
my position about analysw and ‘analytic rritiriimi.* The 
analytic crilicism I mercilcMsly condemn i» the sort of rriticiiin 
of Hamlet’s holilmpiy that read*; ‘ It m highly •igniflcarit, in 
the first place, that Hamlet begin* Ids iioiik«|yy with the in¬ 
finitive of Ihi* verb ” 'To be,” etc,, etc.* Far from miniinixtng 
the function of analysis sanely and appropriately employed 
in crHiciMni, I attribute my auperiority a* a critic to my »upe- 
riority in the faculty of analysis,** The intvilalile reaction 
from “ absolute imi«ic ** wiw the driinmtic espriwtiort of iftdi“ 
viduality, e.g,^ Wagner. The inevitable reaclioii from ” ana- 
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lytic criticism ” is the critical expression of individuality, e.g,, 
Shaw. He never hunted out false relations, consecutive fifths 
and sevenths, the first subject, the second subject, the working 
out, and all the rest of “ the childishness that could be taught 
to a poodle.” His supreme effort was to get away from a 
discussion of the technology of music to the nuances of the 
music itself, the source of its inspiration, the spirit of its 
genius. If Shaw should find Wagner an offensive charlatan 
and his themes cacophonous strings of notes, he would frankly 
say so, without making any effort to prove him so by laying 
down the first principles of character and composition, and 
showing that his conduct and his works are incompatible with 
these principles. The expert, in Shaw’s view, should merely 
give you his personal opinion for what it is worth. Shaw 
protested against the whole academic system in England, and 
declared himself its open enemy. “ This unhappy country 
would be as prolific of musical as of literary composers were 
it not for our schools of music, where they seize the young 
musician, turn his attention forcibly away from the artistic 
element in his art, and make him morbidly conscious of its 
mechanical conditions, especially the obsolete ones, until he 
at last becomes, not a composer, but an adept in a horribly 
dull sort of chess played with lines and dots, each player hav¬ 
ing different notions of what the right rules are, and playing 
his game so as to flourish his view under the noses of those 
who differ from him. Then he offers his insufferable gambits 
to the public as music, and is outraged because I criticize it as 
music and not as chess.” 

Shaw made the most persistent effort to encourage 
the employment of the vernacular in music, as well as 
in criticism of music. An arrant commonplace, made out 
of the most hackneyed commonplace in modem music, 
pleased him more than all the Tenterden Street special¬ 
ties. “ I cry ‘ Professor ’ whenever I find a forced avoid¬ 
ance of the vernacular in music under the impression that it 
is vulgar. . . . Your men who really can write, your Dickenses, 
Ruskins and Carlyles, and their like, are vernacular above all 
things: they cling to the locutions which everyday use has made 
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a part of <»ur rcnumon Hfo. TIh' profrsHorh luny n«k inr 
whrtluT 1 Hfriounlv invitt* thoiu to uuik<* lltrir imiHio tjul of tiu' 
c'omiinonplat’CH of llu* conuo writer? I roplv, miahiiHlH-tl, 

that I do.'' 

With thf (ItH’prst forvour, hr ronlimunl to prrnrJi thr d(u’- 
trine of aponlaneily and nntiirHlori^f*. “ Why In-Hitntr to per- 
pc'trtttr the final outrage of letting loo^^ your iaeliviehuility, 
and Baying juit what you think in your own way hh ngreeidily 
and frankly hh yon enn?" Hin own nisn wn** t«j rrarli that 
truly terrible fellow, the average inan '* the plain innn who 
wants a plain answer." If he ran only awake the attention 
of the man in the «treet ami, by expressing biiUHelf frankly in 
everyday language, the (ptolitlinn eonuneree of thought, area- 
aionally even in the vernartilar of the street, make eh-ar to that 
man the appeal that nnisie makes to a rritie arutely sensitive 
to the subtler imf)liention» of itt higlirwt foniis, Sliaw is per¬ 
fectly Hatished with hinwelf and hi» |H‘rformnner. Aerordingly, 
he aimed, primarily, to make an esnrt rercird «f the sensations 
induced by a certain piece of nnwir, or a certain perftirmer, 
Dan Juan or I)e Hea7.ke, ladty Lind {»r Thr PitaiitM of Pm- 
He made no effort whttt«m*vrr to rmilrol the current 
of Ida hununtr. He allowwl it to play a* lightly about Patti, 
HH uproariouHly about Paderewski, as derisively ninnit Vieux- 
lemj)H an his inclinati<m directed. The most solefun »ynipliony 
cxeitefl his risibility to the explowon ptdiii, anrl the »Miwii 

HUggeBt('<l Heawidi* promenaden instead of the life of the world 
to cjunt*. 

BIuw'h efforts to free mtisicttl criticimti from the Idighting 
effeetB of academicism, hi» iwlvoracy of thr free rxprr»Mt«n of 
individuality, and hi« insisteHre upon the return tti nattirr, both 
in rniwie ami in rritieiHm, brought itpon him thr »f«rn and 
contempt that In always the meet! of the woiildda^ reformer. 
The B'rench ptihlie looked tip to Friuiri«|itf Sarrry with « *ort 
of filial veneration, and afFectinnately thililMnI him uncle.** 
The Kngilih public sneered at Slntw’s tirdliunt fittarku upon 
their favourites and their idols, and looktti down U|Ksn him, 
not ai a rea*onahle htimaii Iming, but, tt* Shaw exprr«-»«tl it, as 
a mere Aunt Bally. Not only did the critic* anti the |iubllc 
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LUgh at his revolutionary zeal, but they regarded him as an 
nausing incompetent, availing himself of his abundant gift 
f humour to supply the deficiency of any knowledge of music 
r of the possession of the faintest critical sense. Analytic 
[•iticism was revered, while the individual and impressionistic 
;yle of Shaw was immoderately enjoyed as the tricky device 
P a colossal humbug. Shaw fought against misrepresentation 
id prejudice with unabated vigour, continually confounding 
Is critics with some unanswerable argument that logically re- 
iced their attacks to nothingness. By apt examples, he often 
ivealed the absurdities of analytic criticism in literature, once 
)nfrouting his critics with the startling query: “I want to 
low whether it is just that a literary critic should be for- 
dden to make his living in this way on pain of being inter- 
ewed by two doctors and a magistrate, and haled off to 
edlam forthwith; whilst the more a musical critic does it, the 
ieper the veneration he inspires. By systematically neglect- 
g it I have lost caste as a critic even in the eyes of those who 
lil my abstinence with the greatest relief; and I should be 
mpted to eke out these columns in the Mesopotamian manner 

I were not the slave of a commercial necessity and a vulgar 
nbition to have my articles read, this being the main reason 
hy I write them, and the secret of the constant ‘ straining 
•ter effect ’ observable in my style.” 

Perhaps the most enlightening evidence as to Shaw’s posi- 
on as a critic of music is contained in his recital of an amus- 
g incident. One day, it seems, a certain young man, whose 
iriosity overswayed his natural modesty, approached Shaw on 
.e subject of the G. B. S. column in the World. “ At last he 
Line to his point with a rush by desperately risking the ques- 
on: ‘ Excuse me, Mr. G. B. S., but do you know anything 
lout music? The fact is, I am not capable of forming an 
linion myself; but Dr. Blank says you don’t, and—er—Dr. 
lank is such a great authority that one hardly knows what 
1 think.’ Now this question put me into a difficulty, because 
had already learnt by experience that the reason my writings 
1 music and musicians are so highly appreciated is that they 
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art' bjy nianv of mv inhiiiriTs t«) bt* a hu|^i' 

joke» the point of whieb bi-.n in the fnet tinit I nin totally 
ignorant of nniHie» anel that toy elmraetfr of eritlt* in an fx- 
(juinitely ingeniuuH piece of acting* nmlertnkcn tti gratify my 
love of luyKtiflcation and pariulox. From tbi.H point of view 
every one of my articIcK tipiHnira ns a fine stroke tif cometiy, 
occaHionally. broadening into a hnrlequinnde* in \vlucb I nui 
the clown* and Dr. Blank tbc pobrenmn. At first I tliil nut 
rcaliy.e this, and could not understniid the air <}f utter dihib 
lu«ion and Iosh of intcrcHt in me that would ctnne «»\rr people 
in wlmse houseH 1 ineautionslv lie!rayed some scrap *jf ninn- 


her whether the nunillspicee dul not cut her tips dirailfnlly nt 
first, 'riiis line of ctmtlwcl give# rtutrmtmn. wilisfaction* in 
which I share to a rather greater extent Ilian in griierally 
htijiposed. But, after all, the pisiple whom I lake in thus art* 
only amateurs, 'i'o place my i!ii|i«slorddp qtirstiort, I 

retjutre to he certified nn j*UcIi by autlioritie* like imr Bachelor* 
and Doctors of Music genllemen who can write a ‘ Xurn 
DimittiM * in five real parts* iiini know the diffemicr I^etwern 
a tonal fugtie and a real one, and ran tell y<»if how old A^Iontt- 


true ro-ot of the discord of the weventli on the ,»u|a*rt«ftir, and 
devoutly believe that camtra fa r*l. Iltil I have 

only to prtwnt mynelf to them in tfie chamrlrr of « ii»ii who 
hai been through these dreary ^mnm witlwnil ever diacovrririg 
the rmnotmi vital coririection ladwren tlieni and the art at 
music—a itttti* Ilf mind mt inconreivslile liv thintt--*tii iiinki* 
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“ * Preposterous ass! that never read so far 
To know the cause why music was ordained,’ 

and give me the desired testimonials at once. And so I manage 
to scrape along without falling under suspicion of being an 
honest man. 

“ However, since mystification is not likely to advance us in 
the long run, may I suggest that there must be something 
wrong in the professional tests which have been successfully 
applied to Handel, to Mozart, to Beethoven, to Wagner, and 
last, though not least, to me, with the result in every case of 
our condemnation as ignoramuses and charlatans. Why is it 
that when Dr. Blank writes about music, nobody but a pro¬ 
fessional musician can understand him; whereas the man-in- 
the-street, if fond of art and capable of music, can understand 
the writings of Mendelssohn, Wagner, Liszt, Berlioz, or any 
of the composers ? Why, again, is it that my colleague, W. A., 
for instance, in criticizing Mr. Henry Arthur Jones’ play the 
other day, did not parse all the leading sentences in it? I will 
not be so merciless as to answer these questions now, though 
I know the solution, and am capable of giving it if provoked 
beyond endurance. Let it suffice for the moment that writing 
is a very difficult art, criticism a very difficult process, and 
music not easily to be distinguished, without special critical 
training, from the scientific, technical and professional condi¬ 
tions of its performance, composition and teaching. And if the 
critic is to please the congregation, who wants to read only 
about the music, it is plain that he must appear quite beside 
the point to the organ-blower, who wants to read about his 
bellows, which he can prove to be the true source of all the 
harmony.’* * 

* Music, in the World, February 18th, 1893. 
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Mac 

Beth. 

0th 

Elio. 

Comedy of Er 

Rors. 

Merchant of Ve 

Nice. 

Coriol 

Anus. 

Midsummer Night’s D 

Ream. 

Merry Wives of Win 

Dsor. 

Measure for Mea 

Sure. 

Much Ado about Not 

King. 

Antony and Cleop 

Atra. 

All’s Well that Ends 

Well.* 


*The conclusive cryptographic proof that Bernard Shaw wrote the 
plays usually attributed to Shakespeare—discovered by Mr. S. T. James, 
of Leeds. 


(JKOIUiK BKUNAHI) SHAW 


hut lie riglitly jiulgi'd that ti dnunaitf critic Icnmn rk much 
from having been a dramatic author an ShukcHpearc or !*inero 
from having been actora. It wuh bin chief dintinction to liavc 
touchc<l life at many pointi; unlike tnany contemporary dra¬ 
matic criticH, he had not Kpecinli/.ed to «uch an extent aw to 
lone his character as man and citi/en, and become a nuTe play- 
go«‘r. My real aim,*^ he aaserteti in reference t«j hin work on 
the Saturday RtftMew, “ is to widen the horirjm of the critic, 
cKpecially of the dramatic critic, whose hahit at present is to 
bring a large experienec* of stage life to bear on a scanty 
experience of real life, although it is certain that all really 
fruitful criticism of the drama nm«t bring a wiile ami prac¬ 
tical knowledge of real life to bear on the stage.** 

Jowett*8 dmrncterixation of Disraeli a* ** a curious combina¬ 
tion of the Arch“Prie»t of liumlnig arul a great man,'* has a 
certain apprapriateness for Beniartl Shaw, 'rimt fictitious 
personage known as G. B. H. i» Hhaw*» most remarkable crea¬ 
tion. With characteriRtlc daring, his very first rirtiele broke 
the sacred traditi(jn of anonymity, inviolate till then in the 
conHorvative columns of ilw Saturday Km4t^. With the innate 
instinct of the journalist, he devotwl himself to mluhnw self- 
advert iHcment, creating a traditionary clmrarter unrivallcil in 
conceit, in clevernesM, and in iconoclastic effrontery. Charged 
with being c(»nccited, he replied: ** No, I am not fciilly a con¬ 
ceited man: if you had been thr<nigh all that I have been 
through, and «hme all the things I have done, you would Im 
ten times as conceited. ItV only a pose, to prevent the Eng¬ 
lish people frenn seeing that I am serious. If they ditl, they 
wouhl make me drink tin* hemlock,** Do not make the mistake 
of concluding, frotn this confeision, that Hhaw was merely a 
ghastly little celebrity posing in a vacuum. If ** New lamp* 
for old ** is the cry of this ultraunmlrm fakir, ilememlwr 
Aladdin ** is the warning of the iunpicimw popiilttce. Hlmw'i 
chief claim for conhideratiori i* not merely that he Imi 
hii life in crying down the futility and of the old 

lamps, but that with efpial efime^tnens he lia*i #tdvrrtisi-*«l 
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Shaw’s incorrigible, practice of “blaming the Bard,” pub¬ 
licly inaugurated in the Saturday Reviem, is no mere antic in 
which he indulges for the fun of the thing, but as inevitable 
an outcome of his philosophy as is his championship, of Ibsen. 
His inability to see a masterpiece in every play of Shake¬ 
speare’s arises largely from the fact that he knows his 
Shakespeare as he knows his Bunyan, his Dickens, his Ibsen. 
It is flying in the face of fact to aver that a man who knew 
his Shakespeare from cover to cover by the time, he was twenty 
does not like or admire Shakespeare. “ I am fond,” says 
Shaw, “unaffectedly fond, of Shakespeare’s plays.” He looks 
back upon those delightful evenings at the New Shakespeare 
Society, under F. J. Furnival, with the most unfeigned pleas¬ 
ure. A careful perusal of his score or more articles on Shake¬ 
speare in the Saturday Review shows that he has not only 
studied Shakespeare consistently, and periodically interpreted 
him from a definite point of view, but that he always fought 
persistently for the performance of his plays in their integ¬ 
rity. And although he has by no means taken advantage of 
all his opportunities, yet he has managed to see between 
twenty and thirty of Shakespeare’s plays performed on the 
stage. 

When Shaw first read Mr. Henry Arthur Jones’s words: 
“ Surely the crowning glory of our nation is our Shakespeare; 
and remember he was one of a great school,” he almost burst, 
as he put it, with the intensity of his repudiation of the second 
clause in that utterance. Against the first clause he had noth¬ 
ing to say; but the Elizabethans Shaw has always regarded 
chiefly as “ shallow literary persons, drunk with words, and 
seeking in crude stories of lust and crime an excuse for that 
wildest of all excitements, the excitement of imaginative self- 
expression by words.” Mr. Shaw once defined an Elizabethan 
as “ a man with an extraordinary and imposing power of say¬ 
ing things, and with nothing whatever to say.” Indeed, it was 
not to be expected that the arch-foe of Romance, in modern art 
and modern life, would be edified with the imaginative and 
romantic violence of the Elizabethans. Nothing less than a 
close and, so to speak, biologic study of humanity in the nude 
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can xati^fv one "ho avern that Honmnee in th«' root of modern 
pcHHinuhin arul the Imm* of nu»dern nelf respeet. 

To call the FdmilHdlmrifi iniaginntivi' ninotmtetl with Shaw 
to the game thing a« saying tiuit, nrtiHlically> they l»ul de« 
liritim tremens. The trm* Eli/.nimthnn lie fonml to he a 
“ blank-verge Imant, itching to frighten cdher people with the 
Hupergutioiw terrorn and cruelties in which he tloes not hiiOMelf 
believe^ and wallowing in hhnul, violence, {itttHetdarity of ex;^ 
presuion and strenuong animal pai4»imi as only literary men do 
when they heeome thoroughly depraved by stditnry work, 
iedentary cowardiee, and wtarvation {»f the sympathetic een- 
tras.” He passea them in review, railing t!irn» a crew of fie- 
humanissed gperialbta tn blank verse! Webster, ii I'usiinttd 
laureate; Chapman, with hi« sublime bahlenlasb: Mnrhme, the 
pothouie brawler, with hi» elmn»y liorse-play, his butcherly 
rant, and the re«ourceleii» tum-tum of his ** mighty line.'* Even 
in thii dust-heap, Shaw managed to find mmw merit and va¬ 
riety. Wa« not Greene really aimwing, !Mar^>ton ipirited and 
** iilly-elever,” Cyril Tourneur iible to string togrthrr litiei of 
which any couple pickwl out and ijuotwl wparalrly might pass 
as a fragment of a rc*al organic poem? 'fliough ii bnilish 
pedant, Jonsnn was not heartlcHw; JVfnrlowr often rhaJ^al hk 
blank-verse with genuine colour and romance; while Ileaumont 
and l'’Ictcher, although powiWfiing no depth, no rtmvirtiori, no 
ridigiouH or phihwtiphie hiwis, were none the li*»s dainty ro¬ 
mantic poets, and really huiiiftrou^ ch»rartrr-»krtrhfW in 
Shakespeare’s popular style. “ Cnfortiinatrly. Shakespeare 
dropped into the middle of these ruffianly |»rdant« (the Klba- 
bethans) ; and since there was no other shop than theirs to 
serve jiis apprenticeship in, he had perforre to t»fcoine an 
Klmahethnn too. 

“ In such a Hchoo! of falsehood, bloody-niinde<tnr«, bom¬ 
bast, and inhdlecttml eheapnew, hk natural «tfif$d«wl wm in¬ 
evitably dragged thiwn, a« we know to ciwr cost; but llte ilegrtt 
to which he dragged their Rtandard up ha» llirrti from 

oblivion,** Imteed, Slmke»peare, enthu»«l by hk intwil in thi 
art of acting and by hi* desire to ** eduralt* tl« public,** tried 
to make that public aeeept genuine iltidies of life wad cbahracter 
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in, for instance, Measure for Measure and AWs Well that Ends 
Well. But the public would have none of them (traditionary 
evidence, be it noted), “preferring a fantastic sugar doll like 
Rosalind to such serious and dignified studies of women as 
Isabella and Helena.” 

Shakespeare had discovered that “ the only thing that paid 
in the theatre was romantic nonsense, and that when he was 
forced by this to produce one of the most effective samples of 
romantic nonsense in existence—a feat which he performed 
easily and well—^lie publicly disclaimed any responsibility for 
its pleasant and cheap falsehood by borrowing the story and 
throwing it in the face of the public with the phrase * As You 
Like It* ” Despite Mr. Chesterton’s assertion that Shaw has 
read an ironic snub into the title, and that after all it was only 
a sort of hilarious bosh, Shaw still maintains, as he did fifteen 
years ago, that when Shakespeare used that phrase he meant 
exactly what he said, and that the phrase; “ What You Will,” 
which he applied to Twelfth Night, meaning “ Call it what you 
please,” is not, in Shakespearean or any other English, the 
equivalent of the perfectly unambiguous and penetratingly sim¬ 
ple phrase: “ As You Like It.” 

Shakespeare’s popularity, Shaw would have us believe, was 
due to a deliberate pandering to the public taste for “ romantic 
nonsense.” Shaw holds that Shakespeare’s supreme power lies 
in his “ enormous command of word-music, which gives fascina¬ 
tion to his most blackguardly repartees and sublimity to his 
hollowest platitudes, besides raising to the highest force all 
his gifts as an observer, an imitator of personal mannerisms 
and characteristics, a humorist and a story-teller.” No mat¬ 
ter how poor, coarse, cheap and obvious may be the thought 
in Much Ado about Nothing, for example, the mood is charm¬ 
ing and the music of the words expresses the mood, transporting 
you into another, an enchanted world. 

“ When a flower-girl tells a coster to hold his jaw, for 
nobody is listening to him, and he retorts: ‘ Oh, you’re there, 
are you, you beauty ? ’ they reproduce the wit of Beatrice and 
Benedick exactly. But put it this way: ‘ I wonder that you 
will still be talking. Signor Benedick: nobody marks you.’ 

265 




(JKOIUIH BKHXARI) SHAW 


timenlallty uiul tli«* iitiH-himirnl lilt of blaitk'VrrHt’.'*’ All the 
truly luToir wliirli cHim* no imlumlly to Ihinjan i« ummu^ in 
Shaki'Hpi'ttrt'. In the worck of Whituitiii, Shnw re^anln Slmke- 
speare m “the wthelie-heroic among hu’ktng both in 

the democratie ninl «pirituaU“ but riev«*r m the herche heroic, 
which JH the greatest development of the spirit.*" In Hlmw’s 
eyes, Shakespearti^s “test of the worth tsf life is the vulgar 
hedonic test, arnl since life cannot he justifliHl by this or any 
other external test, SlmkcMpeare rt»nie« out of Iuh reflective 
period a. vulgar pessimint, oppressed with a logical tiemonatra- 
tion that life i« not wort Is living, and only surpassing Thack¬ 
eray in respect of being fertile enough, inateatl <}f rejnmting 
* Vanitai vanitatum'' at second-hand, to worti the futile doc¬ 
trine differently and better. , . . Tliti does imt mean that 
Shakwpeare lacked the enonnmii fund of joytiusneM which is 
the iccret of genius, but gimply that, like tmwl itiiddle-cloM 
EngliKlnnen bred in private houici, he wa« a very incomjHdent 
thinker, and took It for granted that all inf|uiry into life bigan 
and ended with the question: * ika?* it pay?* . . . Having 
worketl out his balance-sheet and gravely conrliidetl that lift*s 
but a poor player, etc., and thereby deeply imprcMtal a pub¬ 
lic wliicli, after a title consumption of b«»r and ipirita, i« ready 
to believe that everything maudlin w tragic, and everything 
HetiHeleHs Huldime, ShHke»|H'are fouml hinwlf laughing and writ- 
ing plays nml getting drunk at the ‘ Mermaid* inycb m usual, 
with Ben donson finding it necessary to reprove him for a too 
extravagant sense of huminir.** Like Kmeit Cln»by, Shaw 
regards Shakespeare m the |HM*t of court*, of lord* and ladies. 
Hw fundamental awent i» aceonlwl to Tcibtoy in liii declara¬ 
tion that Slmkeapeare*» qiiiiitwential defiriency wa* hb failurt 
to face, fairly and »c|u«rely, the eternal questian of life: 
‘®*,Wlmt are we alive for?*** 

it li a tiwk of the tfien*»t sttpercrcigalion to go into thf de¬ 
tails of 81 mw*« admiratfim of Shake«|.»eare*» pky«, to quote his 
praise of Twelfth Night and A MhdMunmffr Nlghtt Brmm as 

* Conetmlnp: Shaw’s ^iier»l ittitttilp Iwird* Swik^pMum, e«tpart tb« 
LHter from Mr, (3, Brrm.rd Ukarn «p|»«dWI to m 

FuijJk ttod WMsmlk Co« IftM. 






Tin-: niiAMATrc! riimc 

H ^.fowri j<*vv('l« of (kainntic poetry of lUmuH) ami Juliet with 
its “ lint’H that tighten lh<' heart or cntoli you up into the 
heightH^’; <jf Richard ///., hh the bent of nil the “ Punch and 
Judy ” phi.Y)«, in which tlu* Iuto deliglitH man lny provoking 
(fod, and «licn unrepentiuit nml game to tlu* lant; of Julim 
(V^ar. in which the '* driyimtint’K art can he carried no higher 
on the plane chosen"; of Othello^ which " remaiuH magnificent 
by the viduinc of its pasHiejn and t)je splendour of its w'ord- 
niumc"; of the "great achtevement " of Hamlet; ami of Mac¬ 
beth, than which " no greater tragedy will ever he written." 
Not only i« Hhaw imalFerfedly fond of HlmkesjHuire: he pities 
the nmn who cannot enjoy him: 


(provided stnneone eke tend it to him first); hk enormous 


The literary iide of the rniwilon of Ibsen in England, as 
Shaw ronceivril it, was the rescue of that unhappy country 
from ili criiturirM of slavery to Blmketjiettre, I'he morn! side 
of Itwenk mission wai the hrrakttig of the shackles of .slavery 
to conwntional ideitk of virtue. Ami Bhawk iconoclastie cry 
in the Raiurdag Hirnm wa* •* Down with Hhakespeare. (»reat 

* Bhmhf tks Bmrd, in tlup lieptetatwr lawS. 




